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David, I'm glad you have solved all pedagogical questions so neatly.  I
gave a lecture at the U of Wurzburg in Germany some time ago and was
warned NOT to expect students to participate.  The lead professor said it
would be so contrary to the code for a mere student to take up the
lecturer's precious time that it was unthinkable. "But how can you tell if
the students are awake or asleep?" I asked.  "We can't," came the reply.
"And what's more, we don't care."  --Ed White
 
On Fri, 30 Jan 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> I was cleaning out my note logs and found this entry that I sent to another
> list some time ago. I occurred to me that WPA-L might benefit from the sound
> advice contained herein. This should be the last word on the subject. Have a
> nice weekend.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
> *** Forwarding note from IACDES  --ASUACAD  11/28/97 00:18 ***
> To: UCCL    --CMSNAMES
>
> From: David E. Schwalm
> Subject: Re:  Lecturing
>
> Lecturing is the only way to go. 1. You have absolute control over what
> happens in the classroom. 2. It is easier to tell people what you want then to
> know than to find a way for them to discover it for themselves. 3. Since you
> write the lecture, you know what you said and can hold students responsible
> for it. 4. What students hear is what you said--as you can tell by reviewing
> their class notes. 5. The teacher is the most important person in the
> classroom. 6. The purpose of education is transmission of
> information--something best done by lecturing. 7. Students love to listen to
> lectures, especially the ones that repeat what is in the textbook. 8. If
> teachers don't lecture, what do they do? 9. Most classrooms are set up for
> lecturing. 10. Lecturing reflects the natural order.
>
> This doesn't mean that instructors can't ask questions, as long as they know
> what the answers are. They can also allow students to ask questions, but a
> good lecture should have answered all of them.
>
> Lecturing--education as god planned it.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Alert
 
IT'S GROUNDHOG DAY!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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From:         Nick Carbone <nickc@MARLBORO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Alert
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98020209030633@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> IT'S GROUNDHOG DAY!
 
In New England that means, depending on the shadow, either six more weeks
of winter or a month and half until spring.
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 2 Feb 1998 10:45:51 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
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Just as long as I don't have to live it over & over, I won't complain about
it's being Groundhog Day.  But then again, I do relish the notion of being
able to practice the same day over & over till I get it right!  Becky Howard
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              <RHOWARD@GAMMA.IS.TCU.EDU>
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I'm new to Texas, but apparently here it means that spring started a week
ago.  I saw iris blooming yesterday!  Becky Howard
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Becky Howard: Don't gloat! Yesterday we saw an icicle melt. Yippee.
 
Steve North
 
On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, Rebecca Moore Howard, Director of Comp, TCU wrote:
 
> I'm new to Texas, but apparently here it means that spring started a week
> ago.  I saw iris blooming yesterday!  Becky Howard
>
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Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
>Becky Howard: Don't gloat! Yesterday we saw an icicle melt. Yippee.
>
>Steve North
 
Steve, is that true, or is it just another of those urban legend things?
Bill
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It ain't no legend.  In Buffalo today the temp is already in the 40s and
is expected to reach 50 before the day ends.  --Mili Clark
 
On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, Bill Condon wrote:
 
> >Becky Howard: Don't gloat! Yesterday we saw an icicle melt. Yippee.
> >
> >Steve North
>
> Steve, is that true, or is it just another of those urban legend things?
> Bill
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 2 Feb 1998 12:48:40 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
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Bill, it's not an urban legend;  it's an Upstate Legend.  But as a real-
true resident of Earlville, New York, a couple hours west of Albany on
Route 20, I can validate Steve's statement.  The Man Lieth Not.
 
- from Becky, who's packing her boots for a trip BACK to Earlville (and
husband) this weekend.
--------------
>Becky Howard: Don't gloat! Yesterday we saw an icicle melt. Yippee.
>
>Steve North
 
>Steve, is that true, or is it just another of those urban legend things?
>Bill
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A crocus is blooming in my front yard--peeking out from under the garden
rubble I have not yet cleared from fall. Viva Missouri!
 
At 11:46 AM 2/2/98 -0500, you wrote:
>I'm new to Texas, but apparently here it means that spring started a week
>ago.  I saw iris blooming yesterday!  Becky Howard
>
>
 
Linda S. Bergmann
Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
University of Missouri-Rolla
Rolla, MO  65409
 
(573) 341-4685
 
bergmann@umr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 2 Feb 1998 14:10:29 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
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As the commentator Dave Ross said today, "If the groundhog sees his
shadow, we'll have six more weeks of rumor and innuendo...."
 
Deb Holdstein
 
 
On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, Nick Carbone wrote:
 
> On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
>
> > IT'S GROUNDHOG DAY!
>
> In New England that means, depending on the shadow, either six more weeks
> of winter or a month and half until spring.
>
> Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
> Marlboro College
> Marlboro, VT 05344
> nickc@marlboro.edu
>
 
Deborah H. Holdstein, Ph.D
Professor of English and Rhetoric
College of Arts and Sciences
Governors State University
University Park, Illinois 60466
Office Phone:  708.534.4586
Fax:           708.534.7895
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 2 Feb 1998 15:08:30 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
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From:         gcor <gcor@JERSEY.NET>
Subject:      Re: Alert
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Here in South Jersey, my hyacinths are beginning to emerge, rose bushes
have new growth on them, and a lavender plant that always has looked
dormant is in full bloom.
 
Gail
 
gcor@jersey.net
 
Dr. Gail S. Corso
Associate Professor of Communication Arts
Neumann College
Aston, PA 19014-1298
 
gcorso@smtpgate.neumann.edu
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The Law Quad is covered with daffodils, yet I'm not gloating.
Unlike some, I like winter and I miss it.
 
Deb
 
Dr. Debra Combs
SMU
dcombs@post.cis.smu.edu
 
 
 
On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, Linda Bergmann wrote:
 
> A crocus is blooming in my front yard--peeking out from under the garden
> rubble I have not yet cleared from fall. Viva Missouri!
>
> At 11:46 AM 2/2/98 -0500, you wrote:
> >I'm new to Texas, but apparently here it means that spring started a week
> >ago.  I saw iris blooming yesterday!  Becky Howard
> >
> >
>
> Linda S. Bergmann
> Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
> University of Missouri-Rolla
> Rolla, MO  65409
>
> (573) 341-4685
>
> bergmann@umr.edu
>
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Janice Walker (ENG)" <jwalker@CHUMA.CAS.USF.EDU>
Subject:      Job Announcement: USF--Please Distribute Widely! (fwd)
X-To:         ACW-L <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>,
              H-RHETOR@H-NET.MSU.EDU, RHETNET-L@lists.missouri.edu,
              EPIPHANY-L@gmu.edu
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Excuse the cross-posting.  Please forward to other lists as appropriate.
Thanks!
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Mon, 2 Feb 98 16:09:28 -0500
From: Joe <moxley@chuma.cas.usf.edu>
To: Janice Walker <jwalker@chuma.cas.usf.edu>,
Subject: Job Announcement: USF--Please Distribute Widely!
 
Please share the following job descripton with compositionists who might
be interested in this position.  Tampa is a wonderful place to live--with
close access to Gulf Beaches.......
 
Because we want to increase the candidate pool, we have extended the
deadline for applications to March 13, 1998.  Interested candidates can
contact Gary Olson (olson@chuma.cas.usf.edu) or Joe Moxley
(moxley@chuma.cas.usf.edu) or Phil Sipiora (sipiora@chuma.cas.usf.edu)
 
 
 
Job Announcement: University of South Florida
 
Associate or Full Professor in composition theory, beginning 8/98, to
teach in a thriving graduate program in rhetoric and compositon as well as
in a large undergraduate writing program.  We seek a senior scholar with
demonstrated excellence in teaching and research.  Specific theoretical
interests open.  Ph.D required.  Salary range: $45,000 to los 60s.  Tenure
track, 9-month appointment.  Applications for Assoc. Prof. must have at
least 2 years in rank and a significant publicaiton record; applicants for
Prof. must have national visibility and publications commensurate with
this senior rank.  Revised application deadline: March 13, 1998.  Send
vita, letter of application, and three letters of recommendation to Gary
A. Olson; Dept. of English; University of South Florida; Tampa, FL
33620-5550.  USF is an equal opportunity/equal access/affirmative action
employer.  For disability accommodations, please call (813) 974-2193.
Position contingent upon funding.
 
 
Joe Moxley
Professor of English
Department of English, CPR 107
University of South Florida
813-974-9522
http://www.usf.edu/writing
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Bill, Becky, et al: I am . . . um, interested to hear about all the
curiously growing things in your various areas. (Aside to Becky: I grew up
in Herkimer, NY--for Earlville, big city bright lights.) For the record,
the icicle was dripping off the backside of a Jersey (cow, not City or
pullover). So I guess it's not an urban myth. In West Sand Lake (my
current hometown), we ain't gotta pull in the sidewalks at night. We just
don't both with them at all.
 
Steve North
 
p.s. Like Gail (I think it was), I actually like winter pretty well. It's
only the contrasts that occasionally provoke.
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REMINDER
 
>
>
>Call for papers--1998 Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association Meeting
>
>
>                       Salt Lake City, Utah, Oct. 8-10
>
>
>               Session on Writing Across the Curriculum
>
>
>
>       Please send proposals for individual papers or panels to:
>
>               Susan McLeod, Chair, Department of English
>               Washington State University
>               Pullman, WA 99164-5020
>               mcleod@wsunix.wsu.edu
>               FAX: (509) 335-2582
>
>
>       Deadline for receipt of proposals is Feb. 13, 1998
>               Fax or email proposals will be accepted.
>
>
 
Susan McLeod, Chair
Department of English
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
(509) 335-2581
fax: (509) 335-2582
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Happy Groundhog Day from the warm midwest.
 
I was confronted with an interesting position on the use of computers in the
teaching of writing today, and I have found that it is just sitting in the
back of my mind driving me crazy, so I need some objective/outside points of
view.
 
For a variety of reasons that aren't really central to my question, our
program and department are having a variety of technological struggles this
semester with our computer classrooms.  Today several first-semester
instructors I supervise asked me about some of the problems they and their
students are having with the computers--two instructors have all of their
assignments on web pages, but the browser software has not been working;
other instructors use a central class folder on the networked server for
disseminating assignments or for collecting student work, but the hardware
and software have been acting up and these folders have been inaccessible;
and still others rely on e-mail or class listservs much like this one as
integral parts of their pedagogies, and those programs have also been less
than reliable this semester.
 
When I posed these problems to a very senior faculty member, wondering if
there was news I could give these instructors about the progress of the
solutions that are supposedly being implemented, I was confronted with a
response I expected--always have other plans that don't depend on the
computers (easier said than done, though)--and one I did not expect--don't
design a class using the computers as an integrated part of the pedagogy,
design it as if there were no computers.  And then this person added that
s/he only uses the computers as an "easy" way to have students revise and
searching for information using the web, that there was no other really
important reasons/uses for the computers in the writing classroom.
 
Once I picked myself up off the floor, I argued gently that there were other
valid uses, that these instructors were doing what I thought our program was
encouraging them to do--be innovative in their pedagogies and approaches to
teaching writing and central to that was the use of technological advances
in helping their students improve their writing.
 
Occasionally on this list someone poses a question about how different
schools have set up their computer rooms, wanting ideas for how they should
set up their new or future computer classrooms, but I'm not sure I've seen
any discussion about why we are teaching writing in these rooms, although I
know the research etc. is out there, and I certainly think computers are
useful tools in the teaching of writing.  But I would like to know what
people on this list, people who teach in computer classrooms or people who
are desperately trying to move their programs in that direction, think about
the response I got.  Why do you use/want to use computers in the teaching of
writing and how do you use/expect to use the technology you have/will have?
 
Sorry this is so long.
 
Thanks for your time.
 
Kim Dozier
Writing Program Assistant
Ph.D. Candidate in English Studies
Illinois State University
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 2 Feb 1998 17:49:22 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Peter Sands <sands@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      4Cs Hotel ALERT!
X-To:         "7c-l@serv1.ncte.org" <7c-l@serv1.ncte.org>,
              "acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu" <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>, epiphany-l@gmu.edu
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Hello fellow 4Cers . . .  apologies for cross-posting.
 
Not having received a confirmation from the Palmer House Hilton by last
week, even though I'd sent my housing form to Chicago in a timely
manner, I called last week, they dug out the paperwork, said "yes, we
have you on record," then gave me a confirmation number and a *confirmed
price* of $106 for a single room.
 
I arrived home today to find TWO confirmation notices from the Palmer
House, BOTH of which said $145!!!!!
 
So I called the hotel. The kindly reservations person informed me that
the manager, a Mrs. Michelle Conelly, INSTRUCTED THE RESERVATIONS PEOPLE
TO RAISE THE PRICE ON A BLOCK OF OUR ROOMS TO $130 OR $145 LAST WEEK,
even though those reservations came in on time. Remember, I received
telephone confirmation LAST WEEK of the lower rate.
 
You may wish to call the Palmer House Hilton at 312.726.7500 to inquire
about the price you will be charged.
 
Has this happened to anyone else? I am seriously contemplating NOT
attending 4Cs because of this.
 
---
Peter Sands, U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
sands@csd.uwm.edu || http://www.uwm.edu/~sands
Writing Center || http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/English/wcenter/
English Department || http://www.csd.uwm.edu/Dept/English/
Epiphany Project || http://mason.gmu.edu/~epiphany
414.229.4416 || 414.229.2643 (fax)
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Although I tend to be a spectator here...
 
My biggest reason for wanting to use computers (and my interest in
studying
computers/comp) is that I like to highlight the issue of language and
power in my writing classroom. For example, to what extent does language
and the command over it denote levels of power in our society? Let's then
add technology/communication technologies to the question: To what extent
do our technological advances in communication address/reify/reformulate
the connection between power and language in our society? Does technology
democratize education, or does it simply alter who the powerful is?
 
I think these are very important questions for students to examine and
understand as they learn more about the writing process, particularly
because so many of them take the communicative process for granted as (as
one of my students put it) "something we just do" and not laden with
social and cultural value. In a sense, it causes many students to question
and reconceptualize positions of author, audience and text and their
interaction in new ways.
 
This is all pretty much general and obvious, but it's one of the ways in
which I have found computers to be helpful in my freshman composition
classes, particularly in computer mediated discussions.
 
I'm interested in how everyone else uses them/understands their importance
as well!
 
Meghan McKendry
Assistant to Director of Composition
Teaching Associate
Ohio University
Athens, OH 45701
(740) 593-2775
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From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Why computers?
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
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The extent to which technology should be integrated into a writing course, it
seems to me, should be directly related to the reliability of your technology.
For example, we cannot rely on high tech distance education strategies to
serve some AZ Indian reservations because they lack stable telephones and
power service. The institutions with the biggest distance ed programs tend to
rely on low tech rather than high tech, even while their mouths are watering
over the interesting potentials offered by web interactive CD technology. Of
course, a lot of potential students have 286's or Apple IIes. Sure, we can
teach a good composition course with no tech, more or less, if we have to. You
know, sitting outside under a tree, talking among ourselves, composing and
sharing speeches. That's the Luddite view. But if we can teach a good writing
course AND expose students to modern communication technology and the new
issues it raises, so much the better. I guess I would recommned, on the one
hand, that your reliance on technology should not outstrip its reliability
but, on the other had, that you press relentlessly for improvments in
reliability that will allow you to integrate tech more fully into your classes
(for the reasons Meghan suggests and for others that WPAers will provide).
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Peter, I sent my reservation form in the SAME DAY it came in the mail, asking
for a double. My confirmation came a couple of weeks later, saying all the
double rooms were gone (how??), that I had a single at $145, and that I could
arrange for a rollaway cot. I wish I'd called then, but I was stunned into
silence.
 
Alison
 
 
Alison Warriner
Coordinator of Composition
Department of English
California State University, Hayward
Hayward, California 94542
 
awarrine@csuhayward.edu
510-885-3217
fax: 510-885-4797
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@WSU.EDU>
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Sue,
Do you have a "full" call for papers for RMMLA?  I am looking for
conferences for my seminar students, most of whom will be doing projects
centered around literacy education, to make proposals for.  Wyoming is on
hiatus this year, so we need substitutes!
Thanks,
Bill
 
>REMINDER
>
>>
>>
>>Call for papers--1998 Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association Meeting
>>
>>
>>                       Salt Lake City, Utah, Oct. 8-10
>>
>>
>>               Session on Writing Across the Curriculum
>>
>>
>>
>>       Please send proposals for individual papers or panels to:
>>
>>               Susan McLeod, Chair, Department of English
>>               Washington State University
>>               Pullman, WA 99164-5020
>>               mcleod@wsunix.wsu.edu
>>               FAX: (509) 335-2582
>>
>>
>>       Deadline for receipt of proposals is Feb. 13, 1998
>>               Fax or email proposals will be accepted.
>>
>>
>
>Susan McLeod, Chair
>Department of English
>Washington State University
>Pullman, WA 99164-5020
>(509) 335-2581
>fax: (509) 335-2582
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On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, Kimberly S. Dozier wrote:
>  Why do you use/want to use computers in the teaching of
> writing and how do you use/expect to use the technology you have/will have?
 
Over on Epiphany-L a discussion on evaluation use of computers in writing
classrooms is taking place with Stephen Ehrmann as featured guest.  A site
of interest for this question is:
 
Implementing the Seven Principles: Technology as Lever
by Arthur W. Chickering and Stephen C. Ehrmann
(http://www.aahe.org/technology/ehrmann.htm).
 
The essay outlines seven principles of good teaching (a contrapoint to
David's facetious post on the value of lecturing if ever there was one),
and offers for each a brief scenario of how technology can help enhance
the principle.
 
The principles are thus:
 
1.  Good practice encourages contacts between student and faculty
2.  Good practice develops reciprocity and cooperation among students
3.  Good practice uses active learning techniques
4.  Good practice gives prompt feedback
5.  Good practice emphasizes time on task
6.  Good practice communicates high expectations
7.  Good practice respects diverse talents and ways of learning
 
Computer-networked classrooms do a lot of things, but two are very
important.
 
1. They get students writing in a classroom with the same technology more
and more of them are using outside the classroom.  If we're going to teach
writing, we should teach it with the prevailing technology students use
(and thus form habits by), will be expected to use (and thus will be
asked to write competently with); it's the Kemp argument really (see,
"Limits of Proof In Writing Instruction,
http://english.ttu.edu/acw/database/essays/cccc94.kemp.html).
 
The technology can shape writing habits.  We hear all the time critics
blame the reliance on spell-checkers for poor spelling, or bemoan that
because a paper printed out almost always looks good, assuming decent
formatting, that students are somehow tricked into believing the paper is
better.  The corollary argument being that writing by pen and paper,
slowing it done, somehow naturally produces better writing.
 
Really, however, the challenge is in teaching students how to use a
computer to write recursively, how to cut and paste for global revision,
and how to keep track of the changes and when and why to make them; how to
double-check a spell-checker; whether to bother with a grammar checker,
and if so, when to follow its advice and when to ignore it; how to use a
computer's find and find/replace capability to, in Ed Klonoski's words,
'use the eyes of the p.c.' to help student's see and revise (in _Computers
and Compostion_ 11:1, 1994 pp 71-78. See also Richard Lanham's _Revising
Prose, 3rd ed., Chpt. 5, "Electronic Literacy"); how to use a word
processors voice annotation program (common in recent years) to leave
verbal notes when reading/re-reading an essay; how to change the size of
the screen and shape of the text on screen to break up the reading, so
that reading for meaning is reduced and looking *at* the text can be
enhanced for proofing/copyediting; how to open multiple windows so a
writer can copy a portion of text into a new window, go the the new window
and play with portion without fear of losing the original; and how to
change the original after finding something better while at play, to name
a few items.
 
Some of this can be replicated in pen-and-paper, but some of it cannot,
and more to the point, as students grow up digital, drafting more and more
on a computer, over time the point of replicating this in paper will
become less urgent.
 
In Bertram Bruce, Joy Peyton and Trent Batson (eds.), NETWORK-BASED CLASSROOMS:
PROMISES AND REALITIES, New York: Cambridge University Press. 1993., I
believe there's a closing essay by Bartholomae that compares papers
written in a networked classroom to those written in a pen and paper
classroom.  As I recall, no significant difference in overall quality  was
found, but those in the networked classroom tended, overall, to have a
better voice and sense of self (of course my memory is higly selective and
shaded by self interest in these matters; best to double check me on
this).
 
 
This leads into point 2.
 
2.  Networked computers change the dynamic of a writing classroom.  On
a simple level, you can have students show up with an essay, send copies
to two other classmates, and have them read and write comments on it
simultaneously.  In a paper class, this creates a photocopy burden.
Since students are working with electronic copies of originals, they can
take more risks in their commenting.  They can get *into* a paper in ways
that are not physically--and therefore in many cases not cognitively
(note: bald assertion, not justified by any study I know of)--possible in
pen and paper.
 
Networks also enhance the fluidity of collaboration--whether that be as
simply as logging a class discussion or as complex as assigning teams to
write one research project.  In a networked class, more writing can begin
as conservation, a factor that lead to enhanced voice and vibrancy in the
computer papers mentioned in the study above.
 
Finally, more and more you will find text books and other sources offering
advice about writing online resumes; as venues such as _Kairos_
(http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/), and publishers such as Eastgate
(http://www.eastgate.com/) continue to grow, you'll find more and more
scholarly work being conceived and written in hypertext and other
electronic dependent means.  For many students, knowing how to write in
these environments will become a necesarry academic and professional
skill.  Already it is important to learn good email etiquette and writing
habits (most of which I've broken on account of length and likely typos
here).
 
So the end of 2., what students will need to know, brings me back to the
start of 1.
 
The key in all this is, however, not an argument for inevitability, but an
argument (again a them on epiphany-l), for new ways of measuring and
assessing these new kinds of writing.  As pedagogy shifts, we change what
we teach and what we value, if only by shifting emphasis, but quite often
we're held to account by older models.  Eventually we'll need to
recalibrate and rethink assessment and evaluation and feedback and
outcomes to better fit computer-based technology and pedagogy.
 
One of the reasons the senior colleague may have been so reductive, if
that's the right word, is that he still operates from a limited sense of
what writing as a final product should be--the kind of essay you don't
necessarily need a computer-networked classroom to get.
 
 
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu, but coming to you via nickc@english.umass.edu
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not full at all--quite the opposite.  Send me those cards and letters!
 
Sue
 
>Sue,
>Do you have a "full" call for papers for RMMLA?  I am looking for
>conferences for my seminar students, most of whom will be doing projects
>centered around literacy education, to make proposals for.  Wyoming is on
>hiatus this year, so we need substitutes!
>Thanks,
>Bill
>
>>REMINDER
>>
>>>
>>>
>>>Call for papers--1998 Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association Meeting
>>>
>>>
>>>                       Salt Lake City, Utah, Oct. 8-10
>>>
>>>
>>>               Session on Writing Across the Curriculum
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>       Please send proposals for individual papers or panels to:
>>>
>>>               Susan McLeod, Chair, Department of English
>>>               Washington State University
>>>               Pullman, WA 99164-5020
>>>               mcleod@wsunix.wsu.edu
>>>               FAX: (509) 335-2582
>>>
>>>
>>>       Deadline for receipt of proposals is Feb. 13, 1998
>>>               Fax or email proposals will be accepted.
>>>
>>>
>>
>>Susan McLeod, Chair
>>Department of English
>>Washington State University
>>Pullman, WA 99164-5020
>>(509) 335-2581
>>fax: (509) 335-2582
 
 
Susan McLeod, Chair
Department of English
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
(509) 335-2581
fax: (509) 335-2582
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Peter,
 
I can report the same sad story.
 
Instead of getting mad, I think we should get even.  I'll give Bob Harvey
a call at NCTE and see if he can put any pressure on the Palmer House to
do the right thing.  I'll report what I find out....
 
Gee, Motel 6 in downtown Gary is starting to look good.
 
 
 
On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, Peter Sands wrote:
 
> Hello fellow 4Cers . . .  apologies for cross-posting.
>
> Not having received a confirmation from the Palmer House Hilton by last
> week, even though I'd sent my housing form to Chicago in a timely
> manner, I called last week, they dug out the paperwork, said "yes, we
> have you on record," then gave me a confirmation number and a *confirmed
> price* of $106 for a single room.
>
> I arrived home today to find TWO confirmation notices from the Palmer
> House, BOTH of which said $145!!!!!
>
> So I called the hotel. The kindly reservations person informed me that
> the manager, a Mrs. Michelle Conelly, INSTRUCTED THE RESERVATIONS PEOPLE
> TO RAISE THE PRICE ON A BLOCK OF OUR ROOMS TO $130 OR $145 LAST WEEK,
> even though those reservations came in on time. Remember, I received
> telephone confirmation LAST WEEK of the lower rate.
>
> You may wish to call the Palmer House Hilton at 312.726.7500 to inquire
> about the price you will be charged.
>
> Has this happened to anyone else? I am seriously contemplating NOT
> attending 4Cs because of this.
>
> ---
> Peter Sands, U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
> sands@csd.uwm.edu || http://www.uwm.edu/~sands
> Writing Center || http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/English/wcenter/
> English Department || http://www.csd.uwm.edu/Dept/English/
> Epiphany Project || http://mason.gmu.edu/~epiphany
> 414.229.4416 || 414.229.2643 (fax)
>
 
Charles I. Schuster, Director
THE EDISON INITIATIVE
  Freshman Scholars
  Peer Mentoring
  Writing Across the Curriculum
College of Letters and Science
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee   Milwaukee, WI  53201
Phone:  414-229-5293; 229-6041
<http://www.uwm.edu/People/cis>
 
Editor, CrossCurrents, Heinemann-Boynton/Cook
Consulting English Editor, Addison Wesley Longman
 
"Nothing is absolutely dead:  every meaning will have its homecoming
festival."
                        --M. M. Bakhtin
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>Instead of getting mad, I think we should get even.  I'll give Bob Harvey
>a call at NCTE and see if he can put any pressure on the Palmer House to
>do the right thing.  I'll report what I find out....
>
>Gee, Motel 6 in downtown Gary is starting to look good.
 
After years of service, Bob (Give-'em-Hell) Harvey has retired. I believe
Jaqui Joseph-Biddle has taken over his place at NCTE.
 
Jon D'Errico
Associate Director
Programs in Writing
University of Virginia
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Karin Evans alerted me to this problem. I plan to call the Palmer House as
soon as someone gets there today. I'll let you know what I find out. Ann
Feldman, Local Arrangements, CCCC98
 
 
At 05:49 PM 2/2/98 -0600, you wrote:
>Hello fellow 4Cers . . .  apologies for cross-posting.
>
>Not having received a confirmation from the Palmer House Hilton by last
>week, even though I'd sent my housing form to Chicago in a timely
>manner, I called last week, they dug out the paperwork, said "yes, we
>have you on record," then gave me a confirmation number and a *confirmed
>price* of $106 for a single room.
>
>I arrived home today to find TWO confirmation notices from the Palmer
>House, BOTH of which said $145!!!!!
>
>So I called the hotel. The kindly reservations person informed me that
>the manager, a Mrs. Michelle Conelly, INSTRUCTED THE RESERVATIONS PEOPLE
>TO RAISE THE PRICE ON A BLOCK OF OUR ROOMS TO $130 OR $145 LAST WEEK,
>even though those reservations came in on time. Remember, I received
>telephone confirmation LAST WEEK of the lower rate.
>
>You may wish to call the Palmer House Hilton at 312.726.7500 to inquire
>about the price you will be charged.
>
>Has this happened to anyone else? I am seriously contemplating NOT
>attending 4Cs because of this.
>
>---
>Peter Sands, U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
>sands@csd.uwm.edu || http://www.uwm.edu/~sands
>Writing Center || http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/English/wcenter/
>English Department || http://www.csd.uwm.edu/Dept/English/
>Epiphany Project || http://mason.gmu.edu/~epiphany
>414.229.4416 || 414.229.2643 (fax)
>
>
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In-Reply-To:  <3.0.32.19980203065909.00e99f44@tigger.cc.uic.edu>
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I'd welcome a roommate at 4Cs.  At the moment, I do have reservations at
the Palmer House but am thinking of changing to another hotel.  I need to
be in Chicago Tues, Wed, and Thurs nights.  Any woman interested in
splitting costs for any or all of these nights?  Please reply off-list.
 
Marty
 
Marty (Martha) Patton
Campus Writing Program
University of Missouri-Columbia
(314)884-6221 e-mail: writmdp@showme.missouri.edu
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ca;T
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I think it only fair as a WPA officer to help list members find
alternatives to the Palmer House.
 
Therefore, living but 2 1/2 hours from the loop and 5 blocks from the
Normal Amtrak station that would get you there, I offer to put up anyone
with a sleeping bag.  My basement is finished and could easily sleep
ten--or even sixteen if I fold up the ping pong table.  My dog usually
wants to go out only once a night, and my daughter is usually off the
telephone by 11:00 p.m.  I will ask my publisher to buy a case of beer and
some cocktail weenies, since we'll have to miss the parties to make the
train.  I know where I can borrow a Ougi board and a Twister game.  I have
records.  I have a colleague who is as tall as Lee Odell, though he doesn't
dance as well.  I will have my friend Brian, who owns Babbit's books, set
up a display of detective novels in my garage, and I will ask my retired
neighbor Nancy to set out coffee three or four times a day.  I will
instruct her to leave the pots not a minute longer than 30 minutes.  We
will stand around for half an hour on my front porch trying to figure out
where to go for dinner and then another half hour waiting for someone else
to show up.  They will never come.  In my living room we will stare over
one anothers' shoulders, looking to see who more famous is on the horizon.
If your gaze is west it will be Penny and her daughter Tessa, playing in
the yard.  We will remember how nice it used to be when my house was
smaller and there weren't so many people in my kitchen.
 
Chuck, since you in Milwaukee are also conveniently located vis a vis
Chicago, I encourage you to do your housing share.  Or come on down.
 
Doug
 
 
Doug Hesse                        /     Director of Graduate Studies
Professor of English          /     Editor and Vice President, WPA
Illinois State University     /    309-438-3667; fax 309-438-5414
Normal IL 61790-4240      /    ddhesse@ilstu.edu
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Victor Villanueva asked me to pass this along...
--Eric Crump
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
 
"Overflow housing will be directed by the Palmer House (folks should
contact them) to the Ramada Congress Hotel. $90 Single. $105 Double. It's
walking distance from the convention."
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From:         Marty Graham <mgraham@IASTATE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
 
After the alerts from WPA members, I looked at my confirmation more
closely--the first one I received was 2 beds for $145 but a new
confirmation that came yesterday was for $25 more.  I called and they
changed it back to $145.  And I'll be sure to look closely at the price
when I check in.
 
Thanks for the warning.
 
 
Margaret Baker Graham
Iowa State University
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Doug, I'm not a WPA officer but I live a lot closer to the Palmer House--a 20
minute walk to the El plus a 25-minute ride downtown for $1.50.  My livingroom
floor is nice and big, but it's not carpeted--bring your own air mattress.  My
daughter (almost 4) usually sleeps until at least 6 a.m.  She likes to greet
overnight guests while they are still in bed.  Our cat, when she decides she is
hungry at any and all hours of the day, simply yowls until my husband finally
feeds her.  The man who delivers our NYT and Tribune at 5 a.m. stomps up to the
front door and flings the papers on the sidewalk with all his strength, and if
there's someone with him, they cruise up and down the block together stomping,
flinging, and shouting back and forth to each other in the echo valley created
by 2-story houses set very close together.  Fortunately the garbage and
recycling trucks seem to stay away until dawn.
 
Karin
 
 
Doug Hesse wrote:
 
> I think it only fair as a WPA officer to help list members find
> alternatives to the Palmer House.
>
> Therefore, living but 2 1/2 hours from the loop and 5 blocks from the
> Normal Amtrak station that would get you there, I offer to put up anyone
> with a sleeping bag.  My basement is finished and could easily sleep
> ten--or even sixteen if I fold up the ping pong table.  My dog usually
> wants to go out only once a night, and my daughter is usually off the
> telephone by 11:00 p.m.  I will ask my publisher to buy a case of beer and
> some cocktail weenies, since we'll have to miss the parties to make the
> train.  I know where I can borrow a Ougi board and a Twister game.  I have
> records.  I have a colleague who is as tall as Lee Odell, though he doesn't
> dance as well.  I will have my friend Brian, who owns Babbit's books, set
> up a display of detective novels in my garage, and I will ask my retired
> neighbor Nancy to set out coffee three or four times a day.  I will
> instruct her to leave the pots not a minute longer than 30 minutes.  We
> will stand around for half an hour on my front porch trying to figure out
> where to go for dinner and then another half hour waiting for someone else
> to show up.  They will never come.  In my living room we will stare over
> one anothers' shoulders, looking to see who more famous is on the horizon.
> If your gaze is west it will be Penny and her daughter Tessa, playing in
> the yard.  We will remember how nice it used to be when my house was
> smaller and there weren't so many people in my kitchen.
>
> Chuck, since you in Milwaukee are also conveniently located vis a vis
> Chicago, I encourage you to do your housing share.  Or come on down.
>
> Doug
>
> Doug Hesse                        /     Director of Graduate Studies
> Professor of English          /     Editor and Vice President, WPA
> Illinois State University     /    309-438-3667; fax 309-438-5414
> Normal IL 61790-4240      /    ddhesse@ilstu.edu
 
 
 
--
 
Karin Evans, Ph.D.
Department of English     Elmhurst College
190 Prospect Ave.    Elmhurst, IL 60126-3296
630-617-3134       karine@elmhurst.edu
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I, too, am incensed with the Palmer House, having just received the THIRD
notice of a price increase for my roommate's and my double-double room.  I
plan to call this afternoon and ask if they can give me some sense of when
and at what upper price range the increases will stop.  At first I couldn't
figure out why they kept sending me these notices--I thought they were just
confirmations.  Finally I began to compare them.  Yikes!  By the way, my
roommate faxed our room request in the very day she received the form, so
these can't be a series of late charges.  I'll let you know what the PH sez.
        Donna D-O
 
Peter Sands wrote:
>Hello fellow 4Cers . . .  apologies for cross-posting.
>
>Not having received a confirmation from the Palmer House Hilton by last
>week, even though I'd sent my housing form to Chicago in a timely
>manner, I called last week, they dug out the paperwork, said "yes, we
>have you on record," then gave me a confirmation number and a *confirmed
>price* of $106 for a single room.
>
>I arrived home today to find TWO confirmation notices from the Palmer
>House, BOTH of which said $145!!!!!
>
>So I called the hotel. The kindly reservations person informed me that
>the manager, a Mrs. Michelle Conelly, INSTRUCTED THE RESERVATIONS PEOPLE
>TO RAISE THE PRICE ON A BLOCK OF OUR ROOMS TO $130 OR $145 LAST WEEK,
>even though those reservations came in on time. Remember, I received
>telephone confirmation LAST WEEK of the lower rate.
>
>You may wish to call the Palmer House Hilton at 312.726.7500 to inquire
>about the price you will be charged.
>
>Has this happened to anyone else? I am seriously contemplating NOT
>attending 4Cs because of this.
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Of those people who checked, has anyone _not_ had their
rate increased?
 
This strikes me as a breach of contract, and I suspect that
the word "lawsuit" may need to be applied.  The
confirmations we recieved are, I beleive, contracts on their
part to house us at that rate.  I also suspect that if they
changed the reservations without our consent, and yet claim
that people requested changes, then they are defrauding not only
the individuals involved but the organization.  So, if the Palmer
House is breaking the contracts, my question is, does CCCC have
a law firm to represent it?
 
I recommend that we not ask for changes as individuals, but
approach the problem as a group, and, if necessary, get
some lawyers involved.
 
Dr. Debra Combs
SMU
dcombs@post.cis.smu.edu
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Me.  I received a cancellation notice, and I called the hotel, and was
told they "cancelled my reservation by mistake."  They sent me a new
confirmation, and it is still at the $106 room rate.....
 
 
On Tue, 3 Feb 1998, Debra A. Combs wrote:
 
> Of those people who checked, has anyone _not_ had their
> rate increased?
>
> This strikes me as a breach of contract, and I suspect that
> the word "lawsuit" may need to be applied.  The
> confirmations we recieved are, I beleive, contracts on their
> part to house us at that rate.  I also suspect that if they
> changed the reservations without our consent, and yet claim
> that people requested changes, then they are defrauding not only
> the individuals involved but the organization.  So, if the Palmer
> House is breaking the contracts, my question is, does CCCC have
> a law firm to represent it?
>
> I recommend that we not ask for changes as individuals, but
> approach the problem as a group, and, if necessary, get
> some lawyers involved.
>
> Dr. Debra Combs
> SMU
> dcombs@post.cis.smu.edu
>
 
******************************************************************************
Janice R. Walker, Dept. of English         Email jwalker@chuma.cas.usf.edu
University of South Florida                (813) 974-2421
Tampa, FL  33620                           (813) 974-2270 (Fax)
            http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/janice.html
 "THE TROUBLE WITH THE RAT RACE IS THAT EVEN IF YOU WIN, YOU'RE STILL A RAT."
                                                --Lily Tomlin
******************************************************************************
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I called the Palmer House and spoke with Sheryl Connelly, reservations
manager. The news (from her) was not particularly good. She says NCTE
booked 1200 rooms at two rates (see the reservation form in the preview).
The low rates ( 106 -single; 145 -double) applied to only the 35%. The
remainder are at the higher rate of (145-single; 169-double).
 
I have a call in to Eileen Maley at NCTE and will report back to you as
soon as I hear anything.
 
In the meantime, I have another hotel suggestion. As of this morning at
8:45 the Motel 6 in Chicago (162 E. Ontario--312-787-3580) had 22 single
smoking rooms. A single is 79$. With 2 people the rate is $89. The rooms
are close and small, but I've found it to be the best value in the loop.
(My family stays there, but we're not too particular.) Unfortunately all
the doubles are sold out, as well as the non-smoking. If you think you can
stand smoky rooms, it is probably a reasonable deal.
 
Best, Ann Feldman (Don't Kill the Messenger!:)Please!)
 
 
 
At 11:33 PM 2/2/98 -0600, you wrote:
>Peter,
>
>I can report the same sad story.
>
>Instead of getting mad, I think we should get even.  I'll give Bob Harvey
>a call at NCTE and see if he can put any pressure on the Palmer House to
>do the right thing.  I'll report what I find out....
>
>Gee, Motel 6 in downtown Gary is starting to look good.
>
>
>
>On Mon, 2 Feb 1998, Peter Sands wrote:
>
>> Hello fellow 4Cers . . .  apologies for cross-posting.
>>
>> Not having received a confirmation from the Palmer House Hilton by last
>> week, even though I'd sent my housing form to Chicago in a timely
>> manner, I called last week, they dug out the paperwork, said "yes, we
>> have you on record," then gave me a confirmation number and a *confirmed
>> price* of $106 for a single room.
>>
>> I arrived home today to find TWO confirmation notices from the Palmer
>> House, BOTH of which said $145!!!!!
>>
>> So I called the hotel. The kindly reservations person informed me that
>> the manager, a Mrs. Michelle Conelly, INSTRUCTED THE RESERVATIONS PEOPLE
>> TO RAISE THE PRICE ON A BLOCK OF OUR ROOMS TO $130 OR $145 LAST WEEK,
>> even though those reservations came in on time. Remember, I received
>> telephone confirmation LAST WEEK of the lower rate.
>>
>> You may wish to call the Palmer House Hilton at 312.726.7500 to inquire
>> about the price you will be charged.
>>
>> Has this happened to anyone else? I am seriously contemplating NOT
>> attending 4Cs because of this.
>>
>> ---
>> Peter Sands, U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
>> sands@csd.uwm.edu || http://www.uwm.edu/~sands
>> Writing Center || http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/English/wcenter/
>> English Department || http://www.csd.uwm.edu/Dept/English/
>> Epiphany Project || http://mason.gmu.edu/~epiphany
>> 414.229.4416 || 414.229.2643 (fax)
>>
>
>Charles I. Schuster, Director
>THE EDISON INITIATIVE
>  Freshman Scholars
>  Peer Mentoring
>  Writing Across the Curriculum
>College of Letters and Science
>U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee   Milwaukee, WI  53201
>Phone:  414-229-5293; 229-6041
><http://www.uwm.edu/People/cis>
>
>Editor, CrossCurrents, Heinemann-Boynton/Cook
>Consulting English Editor, Addison Wesley Longman
>
>"Nothing is absolutely dead:  every meaning will have its homecoming
>festival."
>                        --M. M. Bakhtin
>
>
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Folks--
 
I don't know if this will help, but....
 
I just spoke to Kimberly at the Palmer House. She said that there were
only a limited number of $106 rooms.  However, if you had a confirmation
at that rate and were then cancelled and raised to a higher rate, it was
an error, and she will change back.
 
You'll have to give her a call,
 
Good luck,
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
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The CHRONICLE will be announcing soon a tenure-line position in
composition at Texas A&M University--Corpus Christi.  Here is the
official job description:
 
English.  Tenure-track appointment, composition specialist, beginning
August 1998.  Expertise in teaching composition, developmental writing,
and in writing program administration required, as is commitment to
scholarship.  We envision this person becoming Coordinator of the
Freshman Writing Program in 1999.  Ph.D. in hand by August required.
Send application letter, vita, graduate transcripts, and three reference
letters to Dr. Robert Wooster, College of Arts and Humanities, Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78412.  Completed
applications must be received by March 3 to ensure full consideration.
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi is an Equal Opportunity Employer and
specifically encourages women and minorities to apply.
 
Not in the ad:  TAMU-CC is about 6,000 students, offers an M.A. in
Comp/Rhet, standard course load is 4/4.  The Coordinator would get major
course reduction, naturally.  There are only about 4 part-timers in the
entire Humanities department.  Most of the regular English faculty teach
some composition courses.  Teaching assistants number around 10.  All
comp classes are taught in computer classrooms.  The Coordinator of the
Freshman Writing Program will have a new office with a bay view, like
300 yards away.
 
And who has been bragging about crocus and daffodils?  Piffle.  Feb. 3
and we have milleflores, roses, bougainvillea, hibiscus, plumbago (?I
though that was a disease).  It's herb and tomato planting time.
Stumbling on Papaya, as I pass, Insnar'd with oleander, I fall on
Fire-ants, I mean grass (which needs mowing again).
 
We'll be in Chicago for interviewing, if they can clear the runway of
the pelicans, egrets, and spoonbills.
 
Got questions, drop me an email.  Rich Haswell
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From the Department of Coincidence
 
The post below just came of AAHESGIT.  This time, Ghandi's principles are
conjoined with one more from his grandson, plus an additional four on
technology and teaching by Steven Gilbert.  All in all, a neat combination
as lists go.
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu
 
Date: Tue, 03 Feb 1998 09:58:05 -0400
From: "Steven W. Gilbert" <gilbert@tltgroup.org>
Subject: AAHESGIT1:  Welcome Back!  TLT Group & Gandhi's List
 
<stuff deleted to cut to the chase>
 
Many of you know that I've been using "Gandhi's List" to
close most of my presentations, and I've offered it to
readers of AAHESGIT before.  As we continue to define the TLT
Group and to find ways in which we will work with each other
and with you, we will try to keep these ideas in mind.
 
When I recall Gandhi's "Seven Blunders" I often begin
thinking of other important issues closer to my own life.  I
hope this list can work the same way for you.
 
I can't think of a better way to begin AAHESGIT this year.)
Steve Gilbert ===============================================
 
            Gandhi's "Seven Blunders of the World"
                     That Lead to Violence
                          ...Plus 5
 
              Steven W. Gilbert -- February, 1998
 
Mohandas Gandhi's list of "Seven Blunders of the World" that
lead to violence was described in an article in the Christian
Science Monitor on February 1, 1995 (page 14).
 
In his final years, "...the elder Gandhi kept his grandson
close at hand and set aside an hour every day to be alone
with the boy."  I like the image of a gifted world leader
devoting so much time to a young person, affirming the
fundamental human urge to connect to future generations -- to
teach -- and, perhaps, to learn.  This is a wonderful example
of "Lifelong Teaching and Lifelong Learning" -- a "Vision
Worth Working Toward" that many of us have been developing in
the past few years.  [We're preparing to offer this vision in
presentations, workshops, and writing this spring.]
 
On their final day together, not too long before his
assassination, Gandhi gave this important list to his
grandson -- Arun Gandhi.  The version below includes an 8th
"blunder" added by Arun Gandhi.  I've also added 4 of my own
that focus more on teaching, learning, and technology.  I
hope my additions will encourage you to think about adding
your own.
 
Perhaps our most important challenge is to find ways of using
information technology to improve education and shape a
future that avoids these blunders.
 
Here is the combined list of 12 "blunders".
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
BLUNDERS OF THE WORLD THAT LEAD TO VIOLENCE
 
                Wealth without work
                Pleasure without conscience
                Knowledge without character
                Commerce without morality
                Science without humanity
                Worship without sacrifice
                Politics without principle
                Rights without responsibilities [Arun Gandhi]
 
                Technology without direction
                Connection without community
                Teaching without joy
                Learning without hope
 
 
 
 
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Information below last updated:  1/30/98
 
                Steven W. Gilbert, President
         THE TLT GROUP -- a Non-Profit Organization
  The Teaching, Learning, and Technology Affiliate of AAHE
 
   202/293-6440 X 54             FAX:  202/467-6593
                  GILBERT@TLTGROUP.ORG
      http://www.aahe.org [includes TLT Group Web Info]
 
                One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
               Washington, DC 20036       USA
 
       SCHEDULE FOR TLTR WORKSHOPS AVAILABLE FROM
  AMANDA ANTICO 202 293 6440 EXT 38 ANTICO@TLTGROUP.ORG
      Order TLTR Workbook at Special AAHESGIT Reader Rate:
        Call 202/293-6440 x 11 and give code "SGIT 2/98"
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
NOTE:  Anyone can subscribe to the AAHESGIT Listserver by
sending the EMail message (with subject line left blank):
SUBSCRIBE AAHESGIT yourfirstname yourlastname
to  LISTPROC@LIST.CREN.NET
    If you would like to post a message to the AAHESGIT Listserv,
send it to  AAHESGIT@LIST.CREN.NET
     With over 6,800 subscribers, not all messages sent to
AAHESGIT can be posted.  Those that are selected for posting
are reviewed and may be edited for clarity.  Authors are
often asked to expand or clarify their messages before
distribution to the List.  Facts, including URLs, are not
checked or confirmed by me.  Opinions expressed in AAHESGIT's
postings do not necessarily reflect those of anyone
officially affiliated with the TLT Group or AAHE.
     I intend that each posting be protected by copyright as a
compilation.  As the copyright holder for the posting, I can and do
give permission ONLY for duplication and transmission of each
compilation complete and intact including this paragraph.  IN
OTHER WORDS, PLEASE FORWARD THIS POSTING AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE
-- AS LONG AS YOU FORWARD THE _ENTIRE_ MESSAGE INCLUDING THIS SECTION.
Otherwise, duplication and/or transmission of any portion should be
guided by "fair use" principles, and explicit permission should be
obtained when needed.  Except when permitted by "fair use,"
permission to duplicate or transmit any portion written by a
contributor must be obtained from that person.
 - Copyright 1998 Steven W. Gilbert
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 3 Feb 1998 10:38:45 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Gellis <mgellis@KETTERING.EDU>
Organization: GMI
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
I don't know all the details of the Palmer House situation, but here is one
set of options (via the GTE online yellow pages and their handy mapping
service)...
 
MILES        0.2  (from the Palmer House, that is...)
 
                          Rosemoor Hotel
                          1622 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60612
                                                                   (312)
243-2900
 
                    0.3
 
                          Royalton Hotel
                          1810 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60612
                                                                   (312)
421-7255
 
                    0.3
 
                          Viceroy Hotel
                          1519 West Warren Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60607
                                                                   (312)
421-4611
 
                    0.5
 
                          Hyatt At University Village
                          625 South Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IL 60607
                                                                   (312)
243-7200
                                                                   (312)
243-1289
                                                               (fax)
 
                    0.8
 
                          VEL Mar Hotel
                          2120 West Washington Boulevard, Chicago, IL
                          60612
                                                                   (312)
733-3624
 
 
                    1.3
 
                          Orbis Braodcast Group
                          100 South Sangamon, Chicago, IL 60607
                              paul.torrey@orbisnews.com
                              http://www.sicomono.com/
                                                                   (312)
942-1199
                                                                   (312)
942-9069
                                                               (fax)
 
                    1.5
 
                          Quality Inn
                          1 South Halsted Street, Chicago, IL 60661
                                                                   (312)
829-5000
                                                                   (312)
829-6925
                                                               (fax)
 
                    1.6
 
                          New Jackson Hotel
                          768 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60661
                                                                   (312)
372-8856
 
                    1.8
 
                          Acacia Hotel
                          725 West Grand Avenue, Chicago, IL 60610
                                                                   (312)
421-4597
 
                    1.9
 
                          Habitat Corporate Suites Ntwrk
                          555 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60661
                                                                   (312)
902-2090
                                                                   (312)
902-2070
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.0
 
                          Hotel Parie
                          2847 West Washington Boulevard, Chicago, IL
                          60612
                                                                   (773)
722-3533
 
                    2.1
 
                          American Hawaii Cruises
                          2 North Riverside Plaza, Chicago, IL 60606
                                                                   (312)
466-6000
                                                                   (312)
466-6001
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.3
 
                          Holiday Inn
                          350 North Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60654
                                                                   (312)
836-5000
                                                                   (312)
222-9508
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.4
 
                          Regency Productions-Pgi
                          225 West Washington Street, Chicago, IL 60606
                                                                   (312)
641-1234
 
                    2.4
 
                          H Group Holdings Inc
                          200 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60606
                                                                   (312)
750-1234
                                                                   (312)
750-8545
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.4
 
                          Hyatt Hotels Corporation
                          200 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60606
                                                                   (312)
750-1234
                                                                   (312)
750-8578
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.4
 
                          Rosemont Purchasing
                          200 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60606
                                                                   (312)
750-8500
                                                                   (312)
920-2412
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.5
 
                          Princess Hotel International
                          211 West Wacker Drive # 450, Chicago, IL 60606
                                                                   (312)
704-1900
 
                    2.5
 
                          Midland Hotel
                          172 West Adams Street, Chicago, IL 60603
                                                                   (312)
332-1200
                                                                   (312)
332-5909
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.5
 
                          Bismarck Hotel
                          171 West Randolph Street, Chicago, IL 60601
                                                                   (312)
236-0123
                                                                   (312)
236-4440
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.6
 
                          LA Salle Club Hotel
                          440 South LA Salle Street, Chicago, IL 60605
                                                                   (312)
663-8910
                                                                   (312)
663-8909
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.7
 
                          Ohio House Motel
                          600 North LA Salle Drive, Chicago, IL 60610
                                                                   (312)
943-6000
                                                                   (312)
943-6063
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.7
 
                          Ewing Annex Hotel
                          426 South Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60605
                                                                   (312)
939-9120
 
                    2.7
 
                          Best Western River North
                          125 West Ohio Street, Chicago, IL 60610
                              http://www.bestwestern.com/best.html
                                                                   (312)
467-0800
                                                                   (312)
467-1665
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.7
 
                          Ho Jo Inn
                          720 North LA Salle Street, Chicago, IL 60610
                                                                   (312)
664-8100
                                                                   (312)
664-2365
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.8
 
                          Choice Hotels International
                          2000 North Racine Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614
                                                                   (847)
446-9377
 
                    2.8
 
                          Hotel Wacker
                          111 West Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60610
                                                                   (312)
787-1386
 
                    2.8
 
                          Westin River North Chicago
                          320 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, IL 60610
                                                                   (312)
744-1900
                                                                   (312)
321-7117
                                                               (fax)
 
                    2.8
 
                          Hyatt Hotels & Resorts
                          500 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, IL 60610
                                                                   (312)
986-1234
                                                                   (312)
939-2468
                                                               (fax)
 
 
                    3.1
 
                          Ramada Congress Hotel
                          520 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60605
                                                                   (312)
786-0000
 
 
The Palmer House is a member of a SERVICE industry.  If you do not feel you
are receiving the service you deserve for the price you are going to pay,
vote with your wallet.  They'll get the message.
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.GSO.3.96.980203095901.7198C-100000@chuma.cas.usf.edu>
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My story--I have a confirmation dated Dec. 23 at $145 for a double, and
another which arrived yesterday stating it had been "revised" to $169.  I
called and they changed it back to $145, and were in fact very nice about
it.  I suspect a glitch somewhere in the Hilton system.
 
Sue McLeod
 
 
 
>Me.  I received a cancellation notice, and I called the hotel, and was
>told they "cancelled my reservation by mistake."  They sent me a new
>confirmation, and it is still at the $106 room rate.....
>
>
>On Tue, 3 Feb 1998, Debra A. Combs wrote:
>
>> Of those people who checked, has anyone _not_ had their
>> rate increased?
>>
>> This strikes me as a breach of contract, and I suspect that
>> the word "lawsuit" may need to be applied.  The
>> confirmations we recieved are, I beleive, contracts on their
>> part to house us at that rate.  I also suspect that if they
>> changed the reservations without our consent, and yet claim
>> that people requested changes, then they are defrauding not only
>> the individuals involved but the organization.  So, if the Palmer
>> House is breaking the contracts, my question is, does CCCC have
>> a law firm to represent it?
>>
>> I recommend that we not ask for changes as individuals, but
>> approach the problem as a group, and, if necessary, get
>> some lawyers involved.
>>
>> Dr. Debra Combs
>> SMU
>> dcombs@post.cis.smu.edu
>>
>
>******************************************************************************
>Janice R. Walker, Dept. of English         Email jwalker@chuma.cas.usf.edu
>University of South Florida                (813) 974-2421
>Tampa, FL  33620                           (813) 974-2270 (Fax)
>            http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/janice.html
> "THE TROUBLE WITH THE RAT RACE IS THAT EVEN IF YOU WIN, YOU'RE STILL A RAT."
>                                                --Lily Tomlin
>******************************************************************************
 
 
Susan McLeod, Chair
Department of English
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
(509) 335-2581
fax: (509) 335-2582
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>Me.  I received a cancellation notice, and I called the hotel, and was
>told they "cancelled my reservation by mistake."  They sent me a new
>confirmation, and it is still at the $106 room rate.....
 
Me, too.  I received three confirmations, all at the (still outrageous)
$106 rate.
 
btw, just now, in Pullman, I can get a larger, nicer room than I'll have at
the PH--for $35/night.  Shall we relocate the C's and just not tell the PH?
Bill
 
Bill Condon
Director, WSU Writing Programs
=========================================================================
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Ed and David,
 
But lecturing really is the way to go.  When you lecture: 1) no
administrative observer will ever say "I'll come back when you're teaching";
2) no student will stop you to ask "Why do we have to do this?" (amazing but
true); 3) better student evaluation numbers for any given degree of effort
are virtually a lock;
4) other professors who may vote on your livelihood don't get ticked off at
you for spreading the insidious notion that lectures aren't the only way to
teach; 5) angry parents will never call you to complain that they paid good
money for you to teach, not to have their daughter/son do "all the work"; 6)
you never have to deal with surprising results or great differences between
how two classes on supposedly the same preparation actually turn out; 7) you
are free to burn out, turn to alcohol or drugs, indulge in hating students
and your work, or what have you, since the required level of concentration
on your part is pretty minimal; etc.
 
Why buck the system?  What are you guys, Romantic idealists or something?
 
Keith "the terminal ironist" Rhodes (aka <krhodes>--go ahead, pronounce it)
------------------------begin attached original message-------------------
Ed White wrote:
 
David, I'm glad you have solved all pedagogical questions so neatly.  I
gave a lecture at the U of Wurzburg in Germany some time ago and was
warned NOT to expect students to participate.  The lead professor said it
would be so contrary to the code for a mere student to take up the
lecturer's precious time that it was unthinkable. "But how can you tell if
the students are awake or asleep?" I asked.  "We can't," came the reply.
"And what's more, we don't care."  --Ed White
 
On Fri, 30 Jan 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> I was cleaning out my note logs and found this entry that I sent to another
> list some time ago. I occurred to me that WPA-L might benefit from the sound
> advice contained herein. This should be the last word on the subject. Have a
> nice weekend.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
> *** Forwarding note from IACDES  --ASUACAD  11/28/97 00:18 ***
> To: UCCL    --CMSNAMES
>
> From: David E. Schwalm
> Subject: Re:  Lecturing
>
> Lecturing is the only way to go. 1. You have absolute control over what
> happens in the classroom. 2. It is easier to tell people what you want then to
> know than to find a way for them to discover it for themselves. 3. Since you
> write the lecture, you know what you said and can hold students responsible
> for it. 4. What students hear is what you said--as you can tell by reviewing
> their class notes. 5. The teacher is the most important person in the
> classroom. 6. The purpose of education is transmission of
> information--something best done by lecturing. 7. Students love to listen to
> lectures, especially the ones that repeat what is in the textbook. 8. If
> teachers don't lecture, what do they do? 9. Most classrooms are set up for
> lecturing. 10. Lecturing reflects the natural order.
>
> This doesn't mean that instructors can't ask questions, as long as they know
> what the answers are. They can also allow students to ask questions, but a
> good lecture should have answered all of them.
>
> Lecturing--education as god planned it.
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
Department of English, Colden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         keith rhodes <krhodes@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Job Description
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Kelly,
        We've been in a bit of off-list contact about your job description,
and I was about to write back when I realized that the issues here should be
treated as beyond just those of us in these kinds of positions.  There was a
boom of folks like you and me starting a few years ago, a direct consequence
of the boom in rhet/comp doctoral programs and increasing focus on the need
to "do something" about writing.  The profession as a body essentially held
itself out as having a cure for what ailed folks; and while hiring a bunch
of rookies into ill-defined positions wasn't what we had in mind,
recommendations were written and jobs were snatched up.  Now we're hitting
the reckoning in increasing numbers.
        I'm interested in knowing just who is the "we" who has to be in this
together, because this might be a challenge to the field as a whole.  Kelly
himself may make it, but others won't (and haven't).  Places that wash out
people like Kelly may simply decide that comp/rhet as a whole did not pan
out. 'Tried it, didn't work.  Just a lot of fancy talk and mumbo-jumbo.  Kid
was smart, came with the right background, and worked hard, no question; but
writing didn't improve.  Can't be taught anyway, y'know.'
        While the real pioneers must have had it worse than this (makes me
wonder about the hidden body count), much of the experience of the "second
wave" leaders in rhet/comp doctoral programs has been built using adjuncts,
T.A.s, and lecturers.  That experience doesn't translate to the conversion
of our betters, something that this new wave increasingly has to do. The
second wave was also built on the experience of people with different balls
in the air--lower teaching loads, more publishing, more narrow
responsibilites, etc.  Kelly, you might mention how many classes you taught
each year to go with that administrative overload.  The second wave also did
not have to face so fully the convergence between "doing something" about
composition and "doing something" about providing verifiable, public
assessments of our results.  As Kelly points out, it's no longer enough to
teach well, publish often, and keep the machine running smoothly, to simply
_have_ assessments.  [An aside: Brian Huot's _CCC_ article last year on the
future of assessment seemed an interesting dividing point: brilliant and
practical from second wave perspective, it has no bearing--yet--on what I
can and must do with assessment where I'm at, which is most fundamentally to
be able to compare assessments across institutions.  Now, extrapolate his
plan profession-wide...]
        The profession "said" we had the goods, so we're expected to
produce.  Pronto.  Without offending anybody.  Isn't this third-wave problem
more than just "our" problem?  Is there maybe a backlash coming here?
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
Department of English, Colden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Haswell <rhaswell@FALCON.TAMUCC.EDU>
Organization: Texas A&M University--Corpus Christi
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
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Sue, how come hotel "glitches" are always in the hotel's favor?  Rich
Haswell
=========================================================================
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
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Yikes.  This is an extremely unsafe way to go about finding lodging for
CCCC.  A great many of the places listed below are
single-resident-occupancy hotels designed for transient populations.  Some
of them rent by the hour, if you get what I mean.  While these types of
lodging serve valuable functions in a big city like Chicago (poor people
without families must live somewhere, no matter what conservative
politicians thinks), I wouldn't want to see anyone coming to Chicago for
the Cs end up staying in one of them.  I agree that the Palmer House is
screwing us over, but please check with someone from Chicago before you
make a reservation at some hotel other than the ones listed as
alternatives in earlier posts:  the Blackstone, the Ramada Congress, the
Motel 6 on Ontario, and the two Days Inns.  I'd be glad to field
questions, as would, I'm sure, Ann Feldman.
 
Yours from the friendly host city,
 
David Jolliffe
DePaul University
 
On Tue, 3 Feb 1998, Mark Gellis wrote:
 
> I don't know all the details of the Palmer House situation, but here is one
> set of options (via the GTE online yellow pages and their handy mapping
> service)...
>
> MILES        0.2  (from the Palmer House, that is...)
>
>                           Rosemoor Hotel
>                           1622 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60612
>                                                                    (312)
> 243-2900
>
>                     0.3
>
>                           Royalton Hotel
>                           1810 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60612
>                                                                    (312)
> 421-7255
>
>                     0.3
>
>                           Viceroy Hotel
>                           1519 West Warren Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60607
>                                                                    (312)
> 421-4611
>
>                     0.5
>
>                           Hyatt At University Village
>                           625 South Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IL 60607
>                                                                    (312)
> 243-7200
>                                                                    (312)
> 243-1289
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     0.8
>
>                           VEL Mar Hotel
>                           2120 West Washington Boulevard, Chicago, IL
>                           60612
>                                                                    (312)
> 733-3624
>
>
>                     1.3
>
>                           Orbis Braodcast Group
>                           100 South Sangamon, Chicago, IL 60607
>                               paul.torrey@orbisnews.com
>                               http://www.sicomono.com/
>                                                                    (312)
> 942-1199
>                                                                    (312)
> 942-9069
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     1.5
>
>                           Quality Inn
>                           1 South Halsted Street, Chicago, IL 60661
>                                                                    (312)
> 829-5000
>                                                                    (312)
> 829-6925
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     1.6
>
>                           New Jackson Hotel
>                           768 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, IL 60661
>                                                                    (312)
> 372-8856
>
>                     1.8
>
>                           Acacia Hotel
>                           725 West Grand Avenue, Chicago, IL 60610
>                                                                    (312)
> 421-4597
>
>                     1.9
>
>                           Habitat Corporate Suites Ntwrk
>                           555 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60661
>                                                                    (312)
> 902-2090
>                                                                    (312)
> 902-2070
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.0
>
>                           Hotel Parie
>                           2847 West Washington Boulevard, Chicago, IL
>                           60612
>                                                                    (773)
> 722-3533
>
>                     2.1
>
>                           American Hawaii Cruises
>                           2 North Riverside Plaza, Chicago, IL 60606
>                                                                    (312)
> 466-6000
>                                                                    (312)
> 466-6001
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.3
>
>                           Holiday Inn
>                           350 North Orleans Street, Chicago, IL 60654
>                                                                    (312)
> 836-5000
>                                                                    (312)
> 222-9508
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.4
>
>                           Regency Productions-Pgi
>                           225 West Washington Street, Chicago, IL 60606
>                                                                    (312)
> 641-1234
>
>                     2.4
>
>                           H Group Holdings Inc
>                           200 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60606
>                                                                    (312)
> 750-1234
>                                                                    (312)
> 750-8545
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.4
>
>                           Hyatt Hotels Corporation
>                           200 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60606
>                                                                    (312)
> 750-1234
>                                                                    (312)
> 750-8578
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.4
>
>                           Rosemont Purchasing
>                           200 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60606
>                                                                    (312)
> 750-8500
>                                                                    (312)
> 920-2412
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.5
>
>                           Princess Hotel International
>                           211 West Wacker Drive # 450, Chicago, IL 60606
>                                                                    (312)
> 704-1900
>
>                     2.5
>
>                           Midland Hotel
>                           172 West Adams Street, Chicago, IL 60603
>                                                                    (312)
> 332-1200
>                                                                    (312)
> 332-5909
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.5
>
>                           Bismarck Hotel
>                           171 West Randolph Street, Chicago, IL 60601
>                                                                    (312)
> 236-0123
>                                                                    (312)
> 236-4440
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.6
>
>                           LA Salle Club Hotel
>                           440 South LA Salle Street, Chicago, IL 60605
>                                                                    (312)
> 663-8910
>                                                                    (312)
> 663-8909
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.7
>
>                           Ohio House Motel
>                           600 North LA Salle Drive, Chicago, IL 60610
>                                                                    (312)
> 943-6000
>                                                                    (312)
> 943-6063
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.7
>
>                           Ewing Annex Hotel
>                           426 South Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60605
>                                                                    (312)
> 939-9120
>
>                     2.7
>
>                           Best Western River North
>                           125 West Ohio Street, Chicago, IL 60610
>                               http://www.bestwestern.com/best.html
>                                                                    (312)
> 467-0800
>                                                                    (312)
> 467-1665
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.7
>
>                           Ho Jo Inn
>                           720 North LA Salle Street, Chicago, IL 60610
>                                                                    (312)
> 664-8100
>                                                                    (312)
> 664-2365
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.8
>
>                           Choice Hotels International
>                           2000 North Racine Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614
>                                                                    (847)
> 446-9377
>
>                     2.8
>
>                           Hotel Wacker
>                           111 West Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60610
>                                                                    (312)
> 787-1386
>
>                     2.8
>
>                           Westin River North Chicago
>                           320 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, IL 60610
>                                                                    (312)
> 744-1900
>                                                                    (312)
> 321-7117
>                                                                (fax)
>
>                     2.8
>
>                           Hyatt Hotels & Resorts
>                           500 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, IL 60610
>                                                                    (312)
> 986-1234
>                                                                    (312)
> 939-2468
>                                                                (fax)
>
>
>                     3.1
>
>                           Ramada Congress Hotel
>                           520 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60605
>                                                                    (312)
> 786-0000
>
>
> The Palmer House is a member of a SERVICE industry.  If you do not feel you
> are receiving the service you deserve for the price you are going to pay,
> vote with your wallet.  They'll get the message.
>
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Date:         Tue, 3 Feb 1998 10:13:35 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/03/98 09:10
 
Bill raises an interesting point. I always prefer that conferences be held in
cities that are major airline hubs so that 1) you don't have to rent a car to
get there, 2) you don't have to fly there on a plane with propellers, and 3)
you can get a decent plane fare. BUT, $150 hotel rooms fairly quickly cancel
out any savings on transportation. The WORST is a propeller plane city with
expensive hotel rooms.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Lecturing
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/03/98 09:15
 
I'm with Keith. It was Ed who thought I was being ironic. Pho(e)nix first!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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From:         Eric Crump <eric@SERV1.NCTE.ORG>
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David & others who have strong preferences about convention sites:
 
Just a reminder that you can have direct input on the matter of selecting
future CCCC sites.
 
http://www.ncte.org/cccc/site/
 
--Eric Crump
 
On Tue, 3 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
->Bill raises an interesting point. I always prefer that conferences be held in
->cities that are major airline hubs so that 1) you don't have to rent a car to
->get there, 2) you don't have to fly there on a plane with propellers, and 3)
->you can get a decent plane fare. BUT, $150 hotel rooms fairly quickly cancel
->out any savings on transportation. The WORST is a propeller plane city with
->expensive hotel rooms.
->
->-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
->___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
->___6001 South Power Road
->___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
->
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Bill,
 
If any of your seminar students are writing on writing-center related
topics, they are welcome to submit to the Rocky Mountain Writing Center
Association (RMWCA), which is meeting in conjunction with RMMLA:  same
place, same time (Oct. 8-10, 1998).  I posted a call for papers on
WCENTER.  I'll post it here, too, in another message.
 
Jane Nelson
jnelson@uwyo.edu
 
>----------
>From:  Bill Condon[SMTP:bcondon@WSU.EDU]
>Sent:  Monday, February 02, 1998 6:03 PM
>To:    WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
>Subject:       Re: Call for papers
>
>Sue,
>Do you have a "full" call for papers for RMMLA?  I am looking for
>conferences for my seminar students, most of whom will be doing projects
>centered around literacy education, to make proposals for.  Wyoming is on
>hiatus this year, so we need substitutes!
>Thanks,
>Bill
>
>>REMINDER
>>
>>>
>>>
>>>Call for papers--1998 Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association Meeting
>>>
>>>
>>>                       Salt Lake City, Utah, Oct. 8-10
>>>
>>>
>>>               Session on Writing Across the Curriculum
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>       Please send proposals for individual papers or panels to:
>>>
>>>               Susan McLeod, Chair, Department of English
>>>               Washington State University
>>>               Pullman, WA 99164-5020
>>>               mcleod@wsunix.wsu.edu
>>>               FAX: (509) 335-2582
>>>
>>>
>>>       Deadline for receipt of proposals is Feb. 13, 1998
>>>               Fax or email proposals will be accepted.
>>>
>>>
>>
>>Susan McLeod, Chair
>>Department of English
>>Washington State University
>>Pullman, WA 99164-5020
>>(509) 335-2581
>>fax: (509) 335-2582
>
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Alison Warriner <awarrine@CSUHAYWARD.EDU>
Organization: Cal State Hayward
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
Mime-Version: 1.0
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One more Palmer House story. THEY called ME this morning (do they read
WPA email?) to "talk" to me about my reservation, that I had made the
same day the form came, if you recall, and about its price. They
explained that most of the 4Cs rooms were already booked by December when
the mailing went out; they said that people had been booking since
August. They also dropped the room rate, which had been $145 for a
single, to $106 for the days it will be single, but it will be $145 for
the days it will be inhabited by two people, one on a cot. Karin's house
sounds fine; I like cats, and read my newspaper early. Though I must say
the entertainment at Doug's house sounds pretty good--I could miss the
entire conference and still have the 4Cs experience!
 
Alison
--
Alison Warriner
Coordinator of Composition
California State University, Hayward
Hayward, California 94542
 
Phone: 510-885-3217
Home: 510-338-0331
Fax: 510-885-4797
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 3 Feb 1998 12:42:49 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.89.9802030931.E25440-0100000@post.cis.smu.edu>
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    The answer is yes.  Both of my confirmations are for $106 plus tax.
But I faxed my reservation to the PH the same night I got the forms,
having been part of the Crowne Plaza overbook last year.  I suspect that
everyone who stayed at the Crowne Plaza in Phoenix probably faxed also.  I
don't wish to bad-mouth that hotel, however.  After waiting eight hours to
get a room, they really turned themselves inside-out to be accommodating,
which I appreciated.
 
   Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
> On Tue, 3 Feb 1998, Debra A. Combs wrote:
>
> Of those people who checked, has anyone _not_ had their
> rate increased?
>
> This strikes me as a breach of contract, and I suspect that
> the word "lawsuit" may need to be applied.  The
> confirmations we recieved are, I beleive, contracts on their
> part to house us at that rate.  I also suspect that if they
> changed the reservations without our consent, and yet claim
> that people requested changes, then they are defrauding not only
> the individuals involved but the organization.  So, if the Palmer
> House is breaking the contracts, my question is, does CCCC have
> a law firm to represent it?
>
> I recommend that we not ask for changes as individuals, but
> approach the problem as a group, and, if necessary, get
> some lawyers involved.
>
> Dr. Debra Combs
> SMU
> dcombs@post.cis.smu.edu
=========================================================================
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
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I seem to be one of the favored few.  Both my confirmation forms from the
PH list my single as $106.  (Irv, have you checked on a possible double?)
Maybe the PH is like heaven and some of us have an easier and cheaper time
getting in.  Just think of it as a moral or religious judgment.
                                                --Ed White
 
On Tue, 3 Feb 1998, Debra A. Combs wrote:
 
> Of those people who checked, has anyone _not_ had their
> rate increased?
>
> This strikes me as a breach of contract, and I suspect that
> the word "lawsuit" may need to be applied.  The
> confirmations we recieved are, I beleive, contracts on their
> part to house us at that rate.  I also suspect that if they
> changed the reservations without our consent, and yet claim
> that people requested changes, then they are defrauding not only
> the individuals involved but the organization.  So, if the Palmer
> House is breaking the contracts, my question is, does CCCC have
> a law firm to represent it?
>
> I recommend that we not ask for changes as individuals, but
> approach the problem as a group, and, if necessary, get
> some lawyers involved.
>
> Dr. Debra Combs
> SMU
> dcombs@post.cis.smu.edu
>
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Gellis <mgellis@KETTERING.EDU>
Organization: GMI
Subject:      Re: Alternate Hotel
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Will CCCC set up a shuttle bus between the two hotels?  (Or between these and
one or two other alternates?)  What do you folks think?
 
Mark
 
Eric Crump wrote:
 
> Victor Villanueva asked me to pass this along...
> --Eric Crump
>
> ---------- Forwarded message ----------
>
> "Overflow housing will be directed by the Palmer House (folks should
> contact them) to the Ramada Congress Hotel. $90 Single. $105 Double. It's
> walking distance from the convention."
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 3 Feb 1998 12:01:27 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Catherine Simpson <csimpson@UTDALLAS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Why computers?
In-Reply-To:  <2.2.16.19980202171242.46ef3192@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
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Last night, as I encountered numerous difficulties with the computers (and
the printers) in my classroom, I found myself answering this question for
my frustrated students. And I agree with what David Schwalm, Megan
McKendry, and Nick Carbone wrote.
 
What I told my students, though, was that the computers allow them to work
in the boundary lands between *publication/print* and
*conversation/thought*. Using the technology focuses them on the
words they choose (because they see them appear on the screen), as well as
their own thought process (because they can *change* the words quickly and
easily). It is this link between thinking and writing where I see students
make the best use of the technology that sits before them. And while the
computers may sometimes seem like huge boulders in the road, they can also
be marvelous windows to see new roads altogether.
 
But, fortunately for my class, I have a healthy respect for those things I
do not control, like networks. We always use paper backups.
 
Catherine Simpson
UT-Dallas
=========================================================================
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         mark wiley <mwiley@CSULB.EDU>
Organization: California State University, Long Beach CA
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
MIME-Version: 1.0
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
For what it is worth for those of you frustrated by the Palmer House
prices and "friendliness," I just booked a room for two at the
Blackstone someone had mentioned on this list.  It is 7 blocks away from
the Palmer House.  The room is $89.00 per night.  For the $300.00 I will
save, the walk will be a pleasure.
 
Mark Wiley
=========================================================================
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         keith rhodes <krhodes@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
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Alison Warriner wrote:
 
>Peter, I sent my reservation form in the SAME DAY it came in the mail, asking
>for a double. My confirmation came a couple of weeks later, saying all the
>double rooms were gone (how??), that I had a single at $145, and that I could
>arrange for a rollaway cot. I wish I'd called then, but I was stunned into
>silence.
 
I sent the form in the day after it came.  I've rarely noted the English
crowd to be that quick about getting these things in, for any conference.
When I got my reservation, there was a moment of shock at the concept of
actually being beaten out by hordes of newly hyper-efficient
compositionists.  Then I noticed that it said "revised," even though I'd
never seen an original (hey, that sounds familiar somehow).   So then I just
lapsed into city-of-more-than-4M mode--if you can't hack being, um, swindled
just a bit, then don't go there.  Looks like that's what's happening.
 
So why did we go there?  We can always threaten not to return to the P.H.
(as we're scheduled to do in just a few years).  Think they'd care?  Are we
that big yet?  My travel agent tells me we're still getting a good deal, on
a quality/price ratio.  I guess we're mainly just wondering when CCCC got so
uptown--and why so many of us are still so poor.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
Department of English, Colden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
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              7c-l@serv1.ncte.org
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It occurs to me we might want to share some of this hotel info with folks
who aren't on WPA-L, ACW-L, and 7C-L. I just tweaked the introduction on
the roommate search forum to include an invitation to post hotel
information as well.
 
http://www.ncte.org/forums/roomies/ceilidh.htm
 
Those of you who know details about the Palmer House situation or who know
of good alternatives, please post whatcha got so we can help our
colleagues who don't happen to be in on this discussion.
 
Thanks!
 
--Eric Crump
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Hey everybody,
 
I just learned that NCTE's convention director, Jacqui Joseph-Biddle, is
out of the office today & so is not able to help Ann pursue the questions
about Palmer House rate fibrillations.
 
She knows this biz inside & out, so may be able to get to the bottom of
that mystery. We should have more information on the matter tomorrow when
she's had a chance to investigate.
 
--Eric Crump
 
--Eric Crump
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I've had so many requests for the Blackstone phone number that I am now
posting it: (312) 427-4300. Good luck!
 
On Tue, 3 Feb 1998, mark wiley wrote:
 
> For what it is worth for those of you frustrated by the Palmer House
> prices and "friendliness," I just booked a room for two at the
> Blackstone someone had mentioned on this list.  It is 7 blocks away from
> the Palmer House.  The room is $89.00 per night.  For the $300.00 I will
> save, the walk will be a pleasure.
>
> Mark Wiley
>
 
----------------------
Daphne Desser
ddesser@U.Arizona.EDU
http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ddesser
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Usually we stay on the North Shore at the Hawthorne Suites or the Embassy=
 Suites (about $89), or at my in-laws (much more reasonable), but I thought=
 for 4C's I'd want to stay downtown. But I hate the Palmer House, esp. the=
 neighborhood, and the Pick Congress is even worse. Unfortunately my usual=
 choices just north of the river, the Hyatt Regency and the Sheraton, are=
 all sold out.  So using Travelocity on the net I found the Chicago=
 Doubletree Guest Suites at 198 E. Delaware (it's about 2 blocks from the=
 Water Tower Shopping Center)--a brisk walk to the Palmer House (about 15-20=
 minutes with a tailwind), or a short cab ride. Rack rate is $169. The AAA=
 rate is $133--if you've got federal govt id, which not being Fox Mulder, I=
 don't, you can get it for as little as $104. There is no state gov. rate.=
 For lake view, add $10. 24 hr notice for cancellation. Nonsmoking rms=
 available. Health club, valet parking (22.50/night). Rooms are either=
 double double or king, with a pull out couch as well. They seem to have=
 plenty of rooms--I just called a few minutes ago. Their number is=
 312-664-1100.
 
 
Travelocity has other hotels in the area as well. I was looking for a suite=
 since my family will take the train up to join me on Friday afternoon.=
 Happy hunting.
 
 
Dennis
 
_____
 
 
 
Dennis Baron, Acting Head       <italic>phone: </italic>217-333-2390
 
Department of English           <italic>fax: </italic>217-333-4321
 
University of Illinois          <italic>email: </italic>debaron@uiuc.edu
 
608 S. Wright Street            http://www.english.uiuc.edu/baron
 
Urbana, IL 61801
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Dear Donna,
 
The difference between a tenure-track and a non-tenure-track Writing
Center Director is most importantly seen in the amount of institutional
weight the director can swing.  A tenure-track faculty member is simply
taken more seriously by everyone with whom she comes in contact in an
institutional setting, and the writing center will either gain or suffer
by it.  My first job after grad school was running a writing lab at LSU,
and in the four years I was there, the staff taught me to do the in-house
work well (I had had no WC experience before that).  But I was able, even
as an untenured asst. prof., to communicate with other faculty members and
with deans and VPs in such a way as to get some serious resources for the
place.  When I left, the director job was put into the hands of an
incredibly smart, effective, and competent instructor with a PhD from
Emory who had worked there for years.  Two years later, LSU shut down the
writing center.  He was simply not able to bring enough clout to bear to
save the place from budget cuts.
 
Today, as a full professor, I'm running the writing center here at UNH.
Sometimes people at CCCC are surprised to hear that a full prof known
mostly for historical research is running a WC.  (It's an old WC truism
that writing centers are to fycomp programs as fycomp programs are to
universities.)  I don't want to claim that I'm the best WC Director ever
to come down the pike; I suspect that someone whose entire being was
focused on the WC would do a better job internally.  But I can handle
the organizational and training responsibilities competently.
 
What I can do as a full professor, however, encompasses more.  I can build
and keep the ethos of the WC as a place on campus where
everyone--upperclassmen, faculty, staff--can get help and support for
writing.  I can bring my training in rhetoric and composition to bear
through graduate courses that train writing consultants.  I can make
connections between composition theory and writing center action.  Writing
Centers are not comma-splice labs any more, not last refuges for
"developmental" problems, and having real tenure-track faculty run them
displays this seriousness.  And, too, I can still argue for resources, can
fight with the confidence that tenure gives for what the center needs, can
connect with extradepartmental faculty and with the WAC Program on campus
at both practical and theoretical levels.
 
If you want to get good candidates, you have to offer them a good job.  If
you want to provide an effective writing center, you have to staff it not
just with people who love the work, but with people who can protect and
develop the work they love within the context of institutional reality.
 
Sorry to get so personalistic, but I thought the illustration might help.
 
Bob Connors
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Please forward instructions for joining the WPA list to Ed Kearns,
eakearn@bentley.univnorthco.edu.  Thanks.
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Bob into the breach! The recently retired Mr. Harvey graciously agreed to
contact the Palmer House in Jacqui's stead & here's his report...
--Eric
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
     Okay, folks--
 
     Let's stop the panic.  Here's what's going on.  The Palmer House
     mistakenly confirmed a lot of CCCC members at the lower of the two
     rates given on the Housing Form.  It was a "mistake" because only
     about a third of the rooms there are available at the lower rate, but
     the Palmer House had entered more CCCC names into its computer record
     than could be accomodated by merely a third of its rooms.  When the
     Palmer House discovered its error, it tried to re-group.  At that
     moment, a lot of CCCC members HAD NOT been confirmed--that is, they
     hadn't, yet, been sent a confirmation form in the mail (even though
     their names had been entered into the computer).  But some had been
     sent confirmation forms.  All those that had been, were confirmed at
     the lower of the rates ($106 for single occupancy; $145 for double
     occupancy).  Apparently the Palmer House can't quite tell who it has
     sent confirmations to and who it hasn't; so apparently, it just sent
     out lots of new confirmations--all at the higher rate.
 
     But not to worry:  the Palmer House will honor the first confirmation.
 
     Jacqui Biddle worked it out with the hotel.  Here's what to tell
     people caught in this dilemma:
 
     If the Palmer House confirmed a room at $106, they'll honor that rate.
     But you need to make a phone call to straighten it out.  If you have
     received a second (or third) confirmation at the higher rate, you
     should phone the hotel (312-726-7500, ask for Room Reservations) and
     tell them that you have received a second confirmation at the higher
     rate.  The hotel will then adjust its record, bringing back the lower
     rate.  It's better to do this by phone in advance so when you check
     into the hotel there won't be a dispute to settle.
 
     As I said, the Palmer House will stand by its confirmations.  If it
     said $106, then it'll honor $106.  And if you keep your confirmation
     slip at the lower rate (and you should), you should be able to achieve
     the necessary adjustment as you check in.  But it might take a little
     time, so to speed everything up, you should get it corrected/adjusted
     before you go there--in advance, I mean, by phone.
 
     If anyone finds that this doesn't work, call here.*  We'll stab at it
     again.  (Incidentally, if you were confirmed at $106 for a single room
     but, later, send in a second name, you can expect your rate to jump to
     a double occupancy rate, probably $169, which is a legitimate rate for
     CCCC at the Palmer House.  Another incidentally: the Palmer House may
     "run out" of "double rooms."  That means it has assigned all the rooms
     with two beds.  But most of the so-called "single rooms" have a
     double-sized bed in them--queen or king; so such a room could
     accommodate two people if they want to occupy the same bed.  The room
     thereby becomes priced at the double rate even though the hotel's
     reservation department may term it a "single room."  Sloppy
     nomenclature, but there it is.  It's now, actually, a "double room."
     Husbands and wives sharing the same bed are charged a double rate;
     that's the rule/custom.  If the putative roommates don't want to share
     a bed, they can order a rollaway to be put in the room.  Either way,
     the so-called "single room" will rent for the double rate because it
     is the occupancy, not the number of beds, that determines the rate.
     Doubles are $145 or $169, depending upon which you were confirmed at.)
 
     Now I'm going to disappear for another two weeks, so don't call me.
     Call Jacqui.
 
     Yours truly-- Bob Harvey, erstwhile convention person who just dropped
     by this afternoon to help out and since Jacqui was gone, this got
     dumped in my lap.
 
* Phone: (217) 328-3870 or (800) 369-6283
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Well ...
 
I have my mail set to digest, so I don't really know where others are on
this unfortunate thread. Last night I was unbelievably mad. Today, I'm
just hoping that graduate students and others on severely limited travel
budgets are getting a fair deal.
 
I am still, though, appalled at the way I and others were treated by the
hotel. The first person I spoke with there told me, in essence, that the
hotel could charge me anything they wanted and didn't have to tell me
about changes. Then she hung up on me. Apparently others have had
similar experiences. This can't be normal operating procedure -- I mean,
I know it is Chicago, the city of Al Capone and all that, but, well, I
*have* stayed in a hotel before, and don't remember anything like this.
 
On the other hand, I received near-instantaneous responses from Cindy
Selfe and others, and a telephone call *from* the hotel this morning. I
am heartened by the alacrity with which the NCTE and local folks solved
this problem, and my thanks go out to Bob Herbert and Cindy et al.
 
If there is a panic, I hope it is subsiding and that we can now return
our sets to regular programming. Where did I put the draft of my paper?
. . .
 
 
--
Peter Sands, U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
sands@csd.uwm.edu || http://www.uwm.edu/~sands
Writing Center || http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/English/wcenter/
English Department || http://www.csd.uwm.edu/Dept/English/
Epiphany Project || http://mason.gmu.edu/~epiphany
414.229.4416 || 414.229.2643 (fax)
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Eric (or others):
 
I understand that CCCC's will be going to Chicago and New York regularly now
the way MLA does.  Given the unbelievably high hotel rates and doubtful
weather (ok, yes, I admit I'm a newly spoiled Southwesterner), what is the
reason we are going to this system?  When I asked someone on the Executive
Committee last March, she said the reason is that we can get better hotel
rates by using Chicago and NY.  That assessment seems doubtful, doesn't it?
 
Roxanne
 
--
Roxanne D. Mountford, PhD   roxanne@u.arizona.edu
Rhetoric, Composition and the    520-621-3866
 Teaching of English Program
Department of English
University of Arizona
ML 434
Tucson, AZ  85721
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                Assistant/Associate Professor of English
                       Hawaii Pacific University
 
The English Program at Hawaii Pacific University invites applications for
a career-track position in English with an emphasis in composition at the
Assistant or Associate Professor level, beginning August 1998.
 
Demonstrated excellence in teaching undergraduate writing, record of or
potential for professional and/or scholarly publications, and a Ph.D. in
Rhetoric, Composition or English are required.
 
Teaching responsibilities may include undergraduate composition and
literature courses. Preference will be given to individuals who can assist
in the development of a new undergraduate emphasis in technical,
professional and expository writing, and who have experience teaching in a
multicultural environment.
 
Hawaii Pacific University is an independent, coeducational university with
a foundation in liberal arts with campuses in Honolulu and Windward Oahu.
The University has 8500 students from 87 different countries and all 50
states.
 
Send curriculum vitae, a cover letter addressing qualifications for this
position, graduate transcripts, and three letters of reference to:
 
                     English Faculty Search Committee
                     %Director of Human Resources
                     Hawaii Pacific University
                     1166 Fort Street Mall, Suite 201
                     Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
 
Review of applications will begin on February 23, 1998, and will continue
until the position is filled. Women and minorities are encouraged to
apply. Hawaii Pacific University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer.
 
             Visit the HPU web site at: http://www.hpu.edu
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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This is a general question to everyone, because I feel really out of
the loop or misinformed, or something.  In past years, 4Cs has sent a
list of several hotels for people to book into through a central
conference housing service.  Is this helpful-- no, essential-- gesture
to be discontinued?  And is the Palmer the only designated, official
(whatever) 4Cs hotel?
 
I really hope the usual 4Cs housing brochure is forthcoming-- which
seems the best way to respond to the Palmer's antics: cancel and
rebook elsewhere.
 
Can someone advise?  Forgive me if this is a repeated question; I was
off-line for a while and then second-semester registration hit....
 
--Brad Peters, Cal State Northridge
 
 
 
 
Susan McLeod wrote:
>
> My story--I have a confirmation dated Dec. 23 at $145 for a double, and
> another which arrived yesterday stating it had been "revised" to $169.  I
> called and they changed it back to $145, and were in fact very nice about
> it.  I suspect a glitch somewhere in the Hilton system.
>
> Sue McLeod
>
> >Me.  I received a cancellation notice, and I called the hotel, and was
> >told they "cancelled my reservation by mistake."  They sent me a new
> >confirmation, and it is still at the $106 room rate.....
> >
> >
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fyi,
from Victor Villanueva, CCCC program chair:
--Eric
 
     -----------------
 
     Some of the secondary housing that's showing up on lists charges room
     rates by the hour, that the Ramada Congress is the official overflow
     hotel, and that there will be no shuttle service provided, so it best
     that any alternative (like the one posted by ann feldman) be within
     the Loop, where the El trains run.  If we don't fill the 400 ramada
     rooms, more problems with rates could arise.
 
     Bob's message to me is right--we've got to stop the panic.  there
     hasn't been a convention without a housing problem in recent memory,
     so this one will be solved, followed by some conversations on how to
     put an end to so many problems.
 
     Victor Villanueva, Jr.
 
     ------------------
 
     Also, here's the direct contact info for the Ramada Congress:
 
     If you so choose, you may make reservations at the Congress Hotel on
     Michigan Avenue (four blocks away).  The number for reservations there
     is 800/635-1666.  We have a block of 400 rooms there that should be
     used for overflow from the Palmer House.
 
     The rates are $90/single and $105/double.
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I'm happy to agree with Bob fully here.  In fact I make the same argument
for WAC
directors and for WPAs in a couple of articles and book chapters.  Programs that
need protection gotta have clout.  --Ed White
 
>Dear Donna,
>
>The difference between a tenure-track and a non-tenure-track Writing
>Center Director is most importantly seen in the amount of institutional
>weight the director can swing.  A tenure-track faculty member is simply
>taken more seriously by everyone with whom she comes in contact in an
>institutional setting, and the writing center will either gain or suffer
>by it.  My first job after grad school was running a writing lab at LSU,
>and in the four years I was there, the staff taught me to do the in-house
>work well (I had had no WC experience before that).  But I was able, even
>as an untenured asst. prof., to communicate with other faculty members and
>with deans and VPs in such a way as to get some serious resources for the
>place.  When I left, the director job was put into the hands of an
>incredibly smart, effective, and competent instructor with a PhD from
>Emory who had worked there for years.  Two years later, LSU shut down the
>writing center.  He was simply not able to bring enough clout to bear to
>save the place from budget cuts.
>
>Today, as a full professor, I'm running the writing center here at UNH.
>Sometimes people at CCCC are surprised to hear that a full prof known
>mostly for historical research is running a WC.  (It's an old WC truism
>that writing centers are to fycomp programs as fycomp programs are to
>universities.)  I don't want to claim that I'm the best WC Director ever
>to come down the pike; I suspect that someone whose entire being was
>focused on the WC would do a better job internally.  But I can handle
>the organizational and training responsibilities competently.
>
>What I can do as a full professor, however, encompasses more.  I can build
>and keep the ethos of the WC as a place on campus where
>everyone--upperclassmen, faculty, staff--can get help and support for
>writing.  I can bring my training in rhetoric and composition to bear
>through graduate courses that train writing consultants.  I can make
>connections between composition theory and writing center action.  Writing
>Centers are not comma-splice labs any more, not last refuges for
>"developmental" problems, and having real tenure-track faculty run them
>displays this seriousness.  And, too, I can still argue for resources, can
>fight with the confidence that tenure gives for what the center needs, can
>connect with extradepartmental faculty and with the WAC Program on campus
>at both practical and theoretical levels.
>
>If you want to get good candidates, you have to offer them a good job.  If
>you want to provide an effective writing center, you have to staff it not
>just with people who love the work, but with people who can protect and
>develop the work they love within the context of institutional reality.
>
>Sorry to get so personalistic, but I thought the illustration might help.
>
>Bob Connors
>
>
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Roxanne,
 
Hmmm. I don't *think* that's the case (CCCC going to a NY<->Chicago loop).
Perhaps it was discussed as an option, and maybe it's still under
consideration, but I think site selection past 2000 is still an open
question. The CCCC exec committee has gone to some pains to make sure
folks can have input into the process, too.
 
  http://www.ncte.org/cccc/site/
 
We're in Atlanta in 1999 and Minneapolis for 2000, so even if the decision
is to go with NY and Chicago, it won't go into effect for a couple of
years, anyway.
 
I'd urge you to visit the Site Selection Input page and put in your
2-cents on the matter!
 
--Eric Crump
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Martha A. Townsend" <writmat@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: hotels in chicago
In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19980203142127.00941960@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
The _student rate_ (with I.D.) at the Blackstone Hotel is $62.00/nite.
 
Marty Townsend
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 3 Feb 1998 21:53:38 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         CJ <azcacti@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 4Cs Hotel ALERT!
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.89.9802030931.E25440-0100000@post.cis.smu.edu>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
At 09:06 AM 2/3/98 -0600,  Dr. Debra Combs wrote:
 
<snip>
 
>Of those people who checked, has anyone _not_ had their
>rate increased?
 
<snip>
 
I just got TWO "revised" notices in the mail (but nothing preceded these),
both at the $169 rate, up from the $145 for a two-person room at the Palmer
house.
 
If this is a way to get grad students to stop attending 4C's....it may
work. The two of us are counting our pennies, to see if we can afford this
at the higher rate. I don't think we can. And gee. I was *invited* to this
party!
 
***************************************************************
CJ Jeney
Arizona State University
AZCacti@asu.edu
http://www.public.asu.edu/~starbuck/
(602)543-4569
***************************************************************
Mork: "Fly, little egg! You're free!"
Egg:  *splatt*
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 00:34:55 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         reply@ELIST500.COM
Subject:      SONGMAIL -- Unique Valentine's Day Gift Idea
 
Tired of sending the same old flowers, candy, cards and other typical gifts?
 
For Valentine's Day, Father's Day, Mother's Day, birthdays, anniversaries, apologies, peace-
offerings, friendship, or just to tell someone you care... why not SEND-A-SONG?
 
It's as easy as picking up your phone, dialing our 800 number, picking a song, and
sending "song-mail" to anyone you choose -- anywhere in the USA.  Plus it's very
affordable (just $9.95), you can SEND-A-SONG at the very last minute, and you're
guaranteed a unique gift they've never received before.
 
For a great gift idea, check out the SEND-A-SONG website at
http://www.sendasong.inter.net/ for full details.
 
Note:  If you don't wish to receive additional e-mail about Send-A-Song, please
send an email to reply@elist500.com.
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 09:20:34 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Gellis <mgellis@KETTERING.EDU>
Organization: GMI
Subject:      Re: CCCC sites
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
I suggested that Detroit be added to the list--the murder rate has gone down,
honest!--but I don't think anyone ever replied.  (My guess is they're waiting
for all the votes to come in.)  Seriously, Detroit has most of the advantages
of Chicago, and some neat things that are unique to it, and it really should
be considered as a future site.
 
Mark
 
Eric Crump wrote:
 
> Roxanne,
>
> Hmmm. I don't *think* that's the case (CCCC going to a NY<->Chicago loop).
> Perhaps it was discussed as an option, and maybe it's still under
> consideration, but I think site selection past 2000 is still an open
> question. The CCCC exec committee has gone to some pains to make sure
> folks can have input into the process, too.
>
>   http://www.ncte.org/cccc/site/
>
> We're in Atlanta in 1999 and Minneapolis for 2000, so even if the decision
> is to go with NY and Chicago, it won't go into effect for a couple of
> years, anyway.
>
> I'd urge you to visit the Site Selection Input page and put in your
> 2-cents on the matter!
>
> --Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 06:00:00 -DLST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karen Jones <KJONES@CHUCK.STCHAS.EDU>
Organization: St. Charles County Community Colleg
Subject:      Re: SONGMAIL -- Unique Valentine's Day Gift Idea
X-To:         reply@ELIST500.COM
 
DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE THIS TYPE OF EMAIL
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 10:22:21 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karyn Hollis <hollis@UCIS.VILL.EDU>
Subject:      Support Union Hotels
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Hi All--
I would like to suggest that CCC begin to hold its conventions at union hotels
only.  I don't know that they would be any cheaper, but at least we could be
assured that they were paying their workers better wages and offering decent
benefits (thanks to the union contract).
 
I have written to the CCCC hotel web site recommending this, and I would
encourage others to do the same.
 
Thanks,
Karyn Hollis
Villanova University
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 15:45:32 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Dunbar-Odom <Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: job search feedback request
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Dear Bob,
 
        Thanks for your thoughtful response.  I whole-heartedly agree with
everything you wrote.  I began my career as a teacher of basic writing and
wcdirector at a midwestern university, and my non-tenured status hurt me as
well as the center on all levels--from professional to economic to  social
(I was never invited to anything--and I'm a fun person!).  Because our
present bw/wc director is currently considered administrative staff, we knew
we had no chance getting the upgrade to begin with; the administration is
trying to do ALL new hires across the university, even those formerly on the
tenure track, as yearly contract positions. So we proceeded with the search,
hoping for the best.  When we got such a poor response, the current
wcdirector and I decided to "go public."  Our acting president is now
re-thinking the position, and our fingers are crossed.
 
        Again, thanks to all of you who responded to my plea for feedback.
I'm hoping it will serve to make the job a much better one.
 
Donna D-O
 
Bob Connors  wrote:
>Dear Donna,
>
>The difference between a tenure-track and a non-tenure-track Writing
>Center Director is most importantly seen in the amount of institutional
>weight the director can swing.  A tenure-track faculty member is simply
>taken more seriously by everyone with whom she comes in contact in an
>institutional setting, and the writing center will either gain or suffer
>by it.  My first job after grad school was running a writing lab at LSU,
>and in the four years I was there, the staff taught me to do the in-house
>work well (I had had no WC experience before that).  But I was able, even
>as an untenured asst. prof., to communicate with other faculty members and
>with deans and VPs in such a way as to get some serious resources for the
>place.  When I left, the director job was put into the hands of an
>incredibly smart, effective, and competent instructor with a PhD from
>Emory who had worked there for years.  Two years later, LSU shut down the
>writing center.  He was simply not able to bring enough clout to bear to
>save the place from budget cuts.
>
>Today, as a full professor, I'm running the writing center here at UNH.
>Sometimes people at CCCC are surprised to hear that a full prof known
>mostly for historical research is running a WC.  (It's an old WC truism
>that writing centers are to fycomp programs as fycomp programs are to
>universities.)  I don't want to claim that I'm the best WC Director ever
>to come down the pike; I suspect that someone whose entire being was
>focused on the WC would do a better job internally.  But I can handle
>the organizational and training responsibilities competently.
>
>What I can do as a full professor, however, encompasses more.  I can build
>and keep the ethos of the WC as a place on campus where
>everyone--upperclassmen, faculty, staff--can get help and support for
>writing.  I can bring my training in rhetoric and composition to bear
>through graduate courses that train writing consultants.  I can make
>connections between composition theory and writing center action.  Writing
>Centers are not comma-splice labs any more, not last refuges for
>"developmental" problems, and having real tenure-track faculty run them
>displays this seriousness.  And, too, I can still argue for resources, can
>fight with the confidence that tenure gives for what the center needs, can
>connect with extradepartmental faculty and with the WAC Program on campus
>at both practical and theoretical levels.
>
>If you want to get good candidates, you have to offer them a good job.  If
>you want to provide an effective writing center, you have to staff it not
>just with people who love the work, but with people who can protect and
>develop the work they love within the context of institutional reality.
>
>Sorry to get so personalistic, but I thought the illustration might help.
>
>Bob Connors
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 11:07:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Gellis <mgellis@KETTERING.EDU>
Organization: GMI
Subject:      Re: Alternate Hotel
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Eric,
 
Can we REQUEST the overflow hotel instead of the Palmer House?  Thanks.
 
Mark
 
Eric Crump wrote:
 
> Victor Villanueva asked me to pass this along...
> --Eric Crump
>
> ---------- Forwarded message ----------
>
> "Overflow housing will be directed by the Palmer House (folks should
> contact them) to the Ramada Congress Hotel. $90 Single. $105 Double. It's
> walking distance from the convention."
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 08:21:12 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC sites
In-Reply-To:  <34D87932.859982E5@nova.gmi.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Mark, I remember a CCCC convention in Detroit in the early '80s.  Worked
very well, I think.  --Ed White
 
 
On Wed, 4 Feb 1998, Mark Gellis wrote:
 
> I suggested that Detroit be added to the list--the murder rate has gone down,
> honest!--but I don't think anyone ever replied.  (My guess is they're waiting
> for all the votes to come in.)  Seriously, Detroit has most of the advantages
> of Chicago, and some neat things that are unique to it, and it really should
> be considered as a future site.
>
> Mark
>
> Eric Crump wrote:
>
> > Roxanne,
> >
> > Hmmm. I don't *think* that's the case (CCCC going to a NY<->Chicago loop).
> > Perhaps it was discussed as an option, and maybe it's still under
> > consideration, but I think site selection past 2000 is still an open
> > question. The CCCC exec committee has gone to some pains to make sure
> > folks can have input into the process, too.
> >
> >   http://www.ncte.org/cccc/site/
> >
> > We're in Atlanta in 1999 and Minneapolis for 2000, so even if the decision
> > is to go with NY and Chicago, it won't go into effect for a couple of
> > years, anyway.
> >
> > I'd urge you to visit the Site Selection Input page and put in your
> > 2-cents on the matter!
> >
> > --Eric Crump
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 08:59:21 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Support Union Hotels
In-Reply-To:  <34D887AD.448EC076@ucis.vill.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Karen--CCCC passed a resolution to this effect some years ago, when I was
on the Executive Committee.  The Site Selection Committee tried to comply
with the resolution, but found it impossible.  In fact, as I recall, the
only city we could find at that time where we could find the right size
hotels at the time we needed which also had unionized hotels was
Pittsburgh.  Things may be a little different now, but in these days of
downsizing and oursourcing, I doubt it.
 
Sue McLeod
 
 
>Hi All--
>I would like to suggest that CCC begin to hold its conventions at union hotels
>only.  I don't know that they would be any cheaper, but at least we could be
>assured that they were paying their workers better wages and offering decent
>benefits (thanks to the union contract).
>
>I have written to the CCCC hotel web site recommending this, and I would
>encourage others to do the same.
>
>Thanks,
>Karyn Hollis
>Villanova University
 
 
Susan McLeod, Chair
Department of English
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
(509) 335-2581
fax: (509) 335-2582
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 11:53:38 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Joan Mullin <jmullin@UOFT02.UTOLEDO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: job search feedback request
In-Reply-To:  <199802041545.PAA06704@etsuodt.TAMU-Commerce.edu>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Donna,
 
When many of the writing centers were established, positions were
administrative for reasons that have since changed (or should have). Eleven
years ago I was hired to start a writing center as administrative staff for
political reasons I understood at the time: If I had been connected to the
English dept., the center and WAC program that were to be started would
have been seen as an arm of that department and as a bid for more staff,
money and space. Being a free standing center has served me well...but as
times changed, being administrative staff and not faculty became a personal
liability--though not a prgrammatic one.
 
The Center and WAC program flourished: Most faculty here thought I was on
tenure track/tenured because I __acted__ like a faculty member: I was
appointed to commmittees, I taught (by choice), I published. I too had no
intellectual community or a personal one(e.g., through a department) and
that was difficult. In fact, all the negatives were at that
personal-professional level:  the insecurity of the position, (especially
when faculty lines were frozen and everyone was looking to cut positions),
the fact that I couldn't apply for sabbatical (which I desperately need),
the fact that certain grants in Ohio are only available to faculty (and I
wanted some of them), the fact that if I wanted to move into another
academic position, I had no faculty status with which I could do that,(and
colleagues had nominated me for the director of our new Center for Teaching
Excellence) --and of course, I repeat, security.
 
I think in these low budget times we need to think about how best writing
center directors can move within academe (we're still not understood by
most of our disciplinary collegues, though we're making headway with the
rest of the academic community), and how best we can gain authority for
what we do so we can be most effective (yikes! I never said "authority"). I
am very glad the position I was in was NOT tenure track at first because I
couldn't have done what I did if I were linked to a department...but that
was eleven years ago and I would definitely recommend that it be tenure
track now if it were to open up.
 
BTW: My status is currently changing, and I hope the change can set a
precedent for others caught in the middle of being not-quite-faculty and
running a writing center.
 
 
 
joan
 
"Give me ambiguity or give me something else."
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 10:47:11 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Terence G. Collins" <tcollins@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      Multicultural ed job
X-To:         cbw-l@tc.umn.edu, wcs-l@tc.umn.edu
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Notice of Vacancy:
Senior Position in
Multicultural Education
 
General College
University of Minnesota
Twin Cities Campus
 
General information:  The General College of the University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities seeks a senior scholar and leader in the field of
multicultural education.  The successful candidate will have a strong
publication record in multicultural education with an emphasis on race,
class, and gender intersections.  The candidate will also have demonstrated
leadership in curriculum transformation, and will have a commitment to work
with diverse communities outside the university, particularly in the Twin
Cities.  General College is an autonomous college that serves
lower-division pre-transfer students who do not meet the admission criteria
of the  highly selective
freshman-admitting colleges of the University of Minnesota.  It has a long
history of innovation pedagogically, and continues to serve a rich and
diverse student population.   General College is also dedicated to
bridge-building between the university and the many urban communities it
serves.
 
Position: One senior position (Associate Professor or Professor) in
multicultural education, with related disciplinary specialty open.
 
Appointment: Nine month, type [P] (indefinite tenure) beginning September
16, 1998 or 1999 (1998 preferred).
 
Salary: Competitive. The position will include funding for a 50% graduate
research assistant for the first two years and other professional supports.
 
Essential qualifications:
1.  Earned doctorate in any field
2.  A strong record of research and publication in multicultural education,
including recent work that emphasizes race, gender, and class
intersections.
3.  A strong record of inclusive curriculum transformation and development,
including successful efforts at grant-writing.
4.  Evidence of effective teaching of undergraduate and graduate students,
including lower-division students, in one of the following broad areas:
Physical and Biological Sciences; Humanities; Social and Behavioral
Sciences; Developmental Mathematics; Composition-Basic Writing ; ESL;
Communication; Ethnic Studies
5.  Evidence of leadership and collaboration in promoting multicultural
endeavors with both university and community members.
 
Duties and responsibilities:
1. Maintain an exemplary research profile in multicultural education.
2. Write proposals for funding to support multicultural education research
and service projects appropriate to an urban research university.
3. Teach lower division General College courses (field of specialty open);
teach at least one graduate course per year in an affiliated department;
the normal General College teaching load is six quarter courses per year,
with reduction in the start-up year and opportunities for reduction via
grant-funded buy-outs in subsequent years.
4. Provide active leadership to General College and other University of
Minnesota faculty doing research on multicultural education in the context
of an urban developmental education program.
 
Initial term of employment: We anticipate that the successful candidate
will hold permanent tenure at the rank of Associate Professor or Professor.
 
Nominations for the position are welcome.  Nominations should be sent to:
Multicultural Education Search
University of Minnesota-General College
240 Appleby Hall
128 Pleasant Street SE
Minneapolis, MN  55455
FAX: (612)625-0709
 
Application materials:
1.  Letter of application indicating background for and interest in the
position; the letter should specifically address research and publication
plans in multicultural education and describe work in progress.
2.  Current vita.
3.  Copies of three recent representative publications or manuscripts in
press.
4.  Copies of recent syllabi for undergraduate and graduate courses.
5.  Three recent letters of reference which speak to research, teaching,
and leadership.
Send materials to the address listed above.
 
Deadline: Review of applications will begin on April 1, 1998.  Applications
will continue to be received and reviewed until the position is filled.
 
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons
shall have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without
regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital
status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual
orientation.
 
To request this material in alternative formats, please call (612)
625-2880.
 
 
 
Terry Collins
Director of Academic Affairs and Curriculum
Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teaching Professor of Writing and Literature
General College-University of Minnesota
246 Appleby Hall
128 Pleasant Street SE
Minneapolis, MN  55455   USA
(612)625-5366
FAX: (612)625-0709
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Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 18:00:22 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Dunbar-Odom <Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: job search feedback request
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Thanks, Joan.  I think our current director would agree and identify with
much of what you say.  She's done all you describe--plus she had the
advantage of being married to one of the more distinguished members of the
faculty (who is British and in theater and so has a very commanding presence
among us Texans) which enabled her to work the system in wonderfully
creative ways.  Obviously, however, her replacement will not have those
options.
 
I'm nervous.  I want the position to be upgraded more than anyone (except
the person who ends up with the job) because I will work so closely with
him/her, but I'm afraid the administration won't be willing to make the
needed changes.
 
I appreciate your taking time to email me.
 
Donna
 
At 11:53 AM 2/4/98 +0000, you wrote:
>Donna,
>
>When many of the writing centers were established, positions were
>administrative for reasons that have since changed (or should have). Eleven
>years ago I was hired to start a writing center as administrative staff for
>political reasons I understood at the time: If I had been connected to the
>English dept., the center and WAC program that were to be started would
>have been seen as an arm of that department and as a bid for more staff,
>money and space. Being a free standing center has served me well...but as
>times changed, being administrative staff and not faculty became a personal
>liability--though not a prgrammatic one.
>
>The Center and WAC program flourished: Most faculty here thought I was on
>tenure track/tenured because I __acted__ like a faculty member: I was
>appointed to commmittees, I taught (by choice), I published. I too had no
>intellectual community or a personal one(e.g., through a department) and
>that was difficult. In fact, all the negatives were at that
>personal-professional level:  the insecurity of the position, (especially
>when faculty lines were frozen and everyone was looking to cut positions),
>the fact that I couldn't apply for sabbatical (which I desperately need),
>the fact that certain grants in Ohio are only available to faculty (and I
>wanted some of them), the fact that if I wanted to move into another
>academic position, I had no faculty status with which I could do that,(and
>colleagues had nominated me for the director of our new Center for Teaching
>Excellence) --and of course, I repeat, security.
>
>I think in these low budget times we need to think about how best writing
>center directors can move within academe (we're still not understood by
>most of our disciplinary collegues, though we're making headway with the
>rest of the academic community), and how best we can gain authority for
>what we do so we can be most effective (yikes! I never said "authority"). I
>am very glad the position I was in was NOT tenure track at first because I
>couldn't have done what I did if I were linked to a department...but that
>was eleven years ago and I would definitely recommend that it be tenure
>track now if it were to open up.
>
>BTW: My status is currently changing, and I hope the change can set a
>precedent for others caught in the middle of being not-quite-faculty and
>running a writing center.
>
>
>
>joan
>
>"Give me ambiguity or give me something else."
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 12:11:01 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Virginia A. Chappell" <chappellv@VMS.CSD.MU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Alternate Hotel
In-Reply-To:  <34D89225.819C1C68@nova.gmi.edu>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Wed, 4 Feb 1998, Mark Gellis wrote:
 
> Eric,
>
> Can we REQUEST the overflow hotel instead of the Palmer House?  Thanks.
>
> Mark
>
 
Yes, you can.  I called the 800 # for the Ramada Congress and made a
reservation this morning at the CCCC rate, then canceled my Palmer House
reservation, which had been revised upward, and told them why.
 
It's 800-635-1666.  Somebody posted it yesterday separately from the
message below, I guess.  That's the only way I'd have found it.  Karyn
raises a good point about unions--I hope is a union hotel because I've
burned my bridges with the Palmer House.  With a nearly 15% tax I'm saving
nearly $100.
 
Cheers.
 
********************************************************************************
Virginia A. Chappell
ChappellV@vms.csd.mu.edu
Associate Professor                                 Office phone:
414.288.6859
Department of English
Marquette University - Box 1881
Milwaukee, WI  53201-1881
********************************************************************************
 
 
> Eric Crump wrote:
>
> > Victor Villanueva asked me to pass this along...
> > --Eric Crump
> >
> > ---------- Forwarded message ----------
> >
> > "Overflow housing will be directed by the Palmer House (folks should
> > contact them) to the Ramada Congress Hotel. $90 Single. $105 Double. It's
> > walking distance from the convention."
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 16:45:39 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karl Fornes <karlf@AIKEN.SC.EDU>
Subject:      A New Listserve
X-To:         WAC-L@POSTOFFICE.CSO.UIUC.EDU
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
(apologies for the cross-posting)
 
A New Listserve: WRITINGC
 
WRITINGC is an unmoderated listerve that hopes to foster discussion among
peer writing tutors. While the discussion on another list, WCENTER, tends
to focus on the administrative concerns of writing centers, WRITINGC is
focused on concerns specific to peer writing tutors not necessarily within
the context of writing centers.
 
To subscribe to WRITINGC:
 
Send message to
 
        listserv@vm.sc.edu
 
The message should read
 
        sub writingc yourfirstname yourlastname
 
If you have any questions, contact Karl Fornes at <karlf@aiken.sc.edu>
 
Once subscribed, please consider taking the time to introduce yourself.
 
At the risk of confusing people, I will include the subscription
information for WCENTER. To subscribe to WCENTER:
 
 
Send a message to
 
        listproc@listserv.ttu.edu
 
The message should read
 
        subscribe wcenter yourfirstname yourlastname
 
Then follow subsequent instructions.
 
If you have any questions, contact Lady Falls Brown at
ykflb@ttacs.ttu.edu
 
karl
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karl Fornes
USC-Aiken Writing Room
karlf@aiken.sc.edu
 
Office: (803) 648-6851 ext 3706
Writing Room: (803) 648-6851 ext 3262
 
Check out the On-line Writing Room at:
http://www.usca.sc.edu/uscaonlinewr/olwr.html
 
"Insert your favorite quotation here."
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 16:37:17 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      sleeping large at CCCC
In-Reply-To:  <v03110700b0fcc7e3389c@[138.87.106.1]>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
I want to thank Doug Hesse for kindly offering his place for one night at
CCCC. Normal is a good place and I look forward to the commute.  Iowa City
is not that far either, and my cousin in Cleveland could house a couple of
us for a night or two during the Conference.
 
Doesn't sound too good, though, does it....
 
Susan McLeod is right about the problem with union hotels; CCCC went
through a lot of discussion and some fair amount of dissension over this
several years ago.  The upshot was that CCCC felt so handcuffed by its
various principles and protocols that it could not operate efficiently
when it came to selecting sites and getting good rates.
 
As someone who is now paying either $125 or $139 or $159 or maybe more, I
am feeling frustrated with how all this worked out.  Right now, I am still
booked at the Palmer House but am annoyed enough with them that I hate to
stay there.
 
One question:  can anyone tell me why I (and others) received two
confirmation notices about housing (from the Palmer House)?  Does this
mean that I have two rooms reserved, each for a mere $198 a night???
 
 
 
 
Charles I. Schuster, Director
THE EDISON INITIATIVE
  Freshman Scholars
  Peer Mentoring
  Writing Across the Curriculum
College of Letters and Science
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee   Milwaukee, WI  53201
Phone:  414-229-5293; 229-6041
<http://www.uwm.edu/People/cis>
 
Editor, CrossCurrents, Heinemann-Boynton/Cook
Consulting English Editor, Addison Wesley Longman
 
"Nothing is absolutely dead:  every meaning will have its homecoming
festival."
                        --M. M. Bakhtin
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 4 Feb 1998 16:38:36 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Roxanne Mountford <roxanne@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC sites
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
I went to the CCCC website that Eric suggests below and filled out the form.  It
was quick and easy to do---hope everyone on this list will visit the site and put
in their 2 cents.
 
Thanks, Eric.
 
Roxanne
 
 
> Eric Crump wrote:
>
> > Roxanne,
> >
> > Hmmm. I don't *think* that's the case (CCCC going to a NY<->Chicago loop).
> > Perhaps it was discussed as an option, and maybe it's still under
> > consideration, but I think site selection past 2000 is still an open
> > question. The CCCC exec committee has gone to some pains to make sure
> > folks can have input into the process, too.
> >
> >   http://www.ncte.org/cccc/site/
> >
> > We're in Atlanta in 1999 and Minneapolis for 2000, so even if the decision
> > is to go with NY and Chicago, it won't go into effect for a couple of
> > years, anyway.
> >
> > I'd urge you to visit the Site Selection Input page and put in your
> > 2-cents on the matter!
> >
> > --Eric Crump
 
 
 
--
Roxanne D. Mountford, PhD   roxanne@u.arizona.edu
Rhetoric, Composition and the    520-621-3866
 Teaching of English Program
Department of English
University of Arizona
ML 434
Tucson, AZ  85721
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 07:02:02 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Laura Brady <lbrady@WVNVM.WVNET.EDU>
Subject:      Job Opening at WVU
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
PLEASE POST AND CROSS-POST:
 
The Department of English at West Virginia University plans to hire an
assistant professor in a tenure-track position to start August 16,
1998.  Major teaching areas include sociolinguistics, syntax, rhetoric
and language arts for undergraduate literature and English education
students.  Please see the complete announcement on our departmental web
page at <URL: http://www.as.wvu.edu/english/>. Choose the link, "Search
Underway for Linguist" under "Press Releases."  We are now soliciting
applications (letter and c.v. with list of references) and hope to
interview at CCCC in April.
 
Thanks.
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Laura Brady/ English                       Phone:  304/293-3107 x438
P.O. Box 6296/West Virginia Univ.     mailto:lbrady@wvu.edu
Morgantown, WV 26506-6296                   Fax:  304/293-5380
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 10:14:18 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Libby Miles <emc@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC sites
In-Reply-To:  <34D8FBFC.E5CF4C1@u.arizona.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
I want to second Roxanne's suggestion.  I put my two cents on the NCTE
site several weeks ago, when I received the first (lower rate)
confirmation.  Our indignance on this list is all well and good, but
unless we reach a critical mass in a more public forum, we may well be
having the same conversation in a few years.
 
A word of warning: the NCTE site isn't set up well for generic comments;
instead, you have to select the city to want to discuss, then put your
comments in that context.
 
Encourage your colleagues and students to air their displeasure, too!
 
Libby Miles
Rhetoric & Composition Program
Purdue University
emc@omni.cc.purdue.edu
 
On Wed, 4 Feb 1998, Roxanne Mountford wrote:
 
> I went to the CCCC website that Eric suggests below and filled out the form.  It
> was quick and easy to do---hope everyone on this list will visit the site and put
> in their 2 cents.
>
> Thanks, Eric.
>
> Roxanne
>
>
> > Eric Crump wrote:
> >
> > > Roxanne,
> > >
> > > Hmmm. I don't *think* that's the case (CCCC going to a NY<->Chicago loop).
> > > Perhaps it was discussed as an option, and maybe it's still under
> > > consideration, but I think site selection past 2000 is still an open
> > > question. The CCCC exec committee has gone to some pains to make sure
> > > folks can have input into the process, too.
> > >
> > >   http://www.ncte.org/cccc/site/
> > >
> > > We're in Atlanta in 1999 and Minneapolis for 2000, so even if the decision
> > > is to go with NY and Chicago, it won't go into effect for a couple of
> > > years, anyway.
> > >
> > > I'd urge you to visit the Site Selection Input page and put in your
> > > 2-cents on the matter!
> > >
> > > --Eric Crump
>
>
>
> --
> Roxanne D. Mountford, PhD   roxanne@u.arizona.edu
> Rhetoric, Composition and the    520-621-3866
>  Teaching of English Program
> Department of English
> University of Arizona
> ML 434
> Tucson, AZ  85721
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 09:23:43 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eric Crump <eric@SERV1.NCTE.ORG>
Subject:      Re: CCCC sites
X-cc:         Cindy Selfe <cyselfe@mtu.edu>,
              Victor Villanueva <villav@mail.wsu.edu>,
              Gesa Kirsch <gkirsch@ncte.org>, lstone@ncte.org
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.96.980205100954.7226A-100000@omni.cc.purdue.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Thu, 5 Feb 1998, Libby Miles wrote:
->A word of warning: the NCTE site isn't set up well for generic comments;
->instead, you have to select the city to want to discuss, then put your
->comments in that context.
 
It's true. The word I got was that the executive committee at this point
is looking for input on selecting specific cities and the form is designed
to nudge folks in that direction.
 
However, I think (speaking for myself & not the CCCC EC) all comments have
value in portraying a piece of the collective will of the membership.
 
Which is to say: Violate the design of the form! Say what you think needs
to be said about site selection criteria! The CCCC EC is paying attention
to the information gathered there, so it will serve as a forum, whether
you follow the 'rules' precisely or not.
 
It's also possible to bypass the form altogether. It's there for
convenience sake as well as to suggest a shape for comments to take. If
anyone who wants to make general comments will send email to
webmaster@ncte.org or to lstone@ncte.org (that's Lori Stone, NCTE
administrative assistant), we'll make sure they get included with the rest
of the input comments.
 
Thanks to everyone who has participated so far!!
 
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 08:39:12 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward A Kearns <eakearn@BENTLEY.UNCO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: sleeping large at CCCC
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.96.980204160737.19500C-100000@alpha1.csd.uwm.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
An echo to Charles Schuster's complaints for the Palmer House (CCCC's); I
also received two different confirmations.  The first was for $106, the
second for $145.  I called and was told that the second was cancelled and
that a THIRD confrimation placed me at $135.  Eventually the person I
spoke with said I was "re-confirmed" with a new number at the original
rate.  My confidence that I will have a room, that it will carry the lower
rate, is not large.  How many of us are running into this nonsense?
 
Ed Kearns, University of Northern Colorado
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 11:03:33 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Bergmann <bergmann@UMR.EDU>
Subject:      tech folks
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
There has been some discussion on the writing center list about people
involved in programs for engineers and running writing centers and programs
at technological universities getting together (to share ideas? war
stories? etc.) at the C's next month.  I thought I'd pass along the idea to
this list as well--I know there are a number of us out there.
 
Linda
 
Linda S. Bergmann
Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
University of Missouri-Rolla
Rolla, MO  65409
 
(573) 341-4685
 
bergmann@umr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 14:56:42 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "r. batteiger" <BATTEIG@VM1.UCC.OKSTATE.EDU>
Organization: Oklahoma State University
Subject:      sleeping at CCCC
 
Chuck (et al.):  I have received two confirmations from PH, both at $106.  The
only discernible difference was that the first said I would be charged one nigh
t's rent, and the second notified me that my card had been charged.  But all of
 this fussing has me wondering if I have to call someone to confirm what is con
firmed.  BTW, I have a "double" at $106.  I would be glad to share, which would
 bump the rate to $145, but divide that by two, right?  Rick Batteiger, Oklahom
a State University, Stillwater.
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 13:56:52 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Marty Patton <writmdp@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      MMLA Call for Papers (Writing Across the Curriculum)
X-To:         Writing Across the Curriculum <WAC-L@POSTOFFICE.CSO.UIUC.EDU>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/enriched; charset="us-ascii"
 
Please forward this to colleagues and students interested in
writing-across-the curriculum issues.  Thanks.  --Marty Patton
 
 
The Writing Across the Curriculum Section of the Midwest Modern
Language Association invites submissions for its 1998 section meeting
(November 5-7,
 
1998, Regal Riverfront Hotel, St. Louis, MO)
 
 
WID as Foreign Language:  Lessons from Abroad
 
 
As writing instruction has branched out from English departments to
chemistry, history, and other departments throughout the university,
more attention has been directed to the unique discourse features of
each discipline.  By degree, even native speakers of English attending
American universities must learn a "new language" in each new
discipline.  Those of us in interdisciplinary writing programs, then,
must encourage faculty in other disciplines to teach their specialized
languages.  What lessons can those of us in interdisciplinary writing
programs learn from colleagues who teach English as a Second Language
(ESL) or English as a Foreign Language (EFL)?  Does the foreign
language analogy work?  Have writing-in-the-disciplines (WID) programs
overstated discourse differences among the disciplines?  understated
the differences?  If we can extrapolate from ESL instruction to WID,
what can we learn about writing instruction? tutoring? writing anxiety?
writing assessment? placement and proficiency? program design?
institutional affiliations?
 
 <fontfamily><param>Times</param><bigger><bigger>
 
</bigger></bigger></fontfamily>
 
Send abstracts by April 1 to
 
Marty Patton
 
Campus Writing Program
 
University of Missouri-Columbia
 
325 General Classroom Building
 
Columbia, MO  65211
 
writmdp@showme.missouri.edu
 
Electronic submissions are welcomed.
 
*****************************************
 
Marty Patton
 
Campus Writing Program
 
University of Missouri-Columbia
 
writmdp@showme.missouri.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 14:59:42 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         AZCacti@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: sleeping at CCCC
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98020514013497@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
I could use a roomie for Friday, Apr 3, at the Palmer House. I'm still
working on getting my $145 (double) rate back, after being notified that
it's now $169. Wish me luck! I have a roomie for Wed and Thurs...would
prefer Harrison Ford for Friday night, but will accept a non-smoking
female. Sorry if this is spam.
 
-CJ- (the "C" stands for Cynthia)
 
*****************************************************************
"CJ" Jeney                      | http://www.public.asu.edu/~starbuck/
Arizona State University        |
AZCacti@asu.edu                 | "I'm in a phone booth at the corner
(602)543-4569                   |  of Walk and Don't Walk."--anonymous
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 18:28:28 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: sleeping at CCCC
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98020514013497@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Rich,
     Double in this case means that there's a double bed in the room.  A
rough analogy would be two people sharing one sleeping bag--fine if that's
what you are expecting to do.  But is that what _you_ want to do?
 
    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
> On Thu, 5 Feb 1998, r. batteiger wrote:
>
> Chuck (et al.):  I have received two confirmations from PH, both at
> $106.  The only discernible difference was that the first said I would
> be charged one nigh t's rent, and the second notified me that my card
> had been charged.  But all of this fussing has me wondering if I have to
> call someone to confirm what is con firmed.  BTW, I have a "double" at
> $106.  I would be glad to share, which would bump the rate to $145, but
> divide that by two, right?  Rick Batteiger, Oklahoma State University,
> Stillwater.
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 5 Feb 1998 07:12:28 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mary Segall <msegall@SNET.NET>
Organization: Department of English, Quinnipiac College, Hamden, CT 06518
Subject:      4C's location
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Just of of curiousity, has 4Cs ever been held during the late spring or
summer or even over winter break?  I recall wonderfully cheap dorm rooms
within walking distance of the meeting rooms at the WPA conference in
Washington and at the R and C conference at Penn State.  A large campus
site would solve the room/cost problem, wouldn't it? Is the timing the
issue?
 
Mary
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 10:25:01 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bob Whipple <whippl@CREIGHTON.EDU>
Subject:      Dorm Rooms at CCCC
In-Reply-To:  <0ENY008OL3HW96@asu.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Mary Segall and others:  The dorm rooms at Penn State were hot in mid
July, but worth it for the dirt cheap rate.  I has a sparse but very cheap
dorm room at the 1996 CCCC in Milwaukee at Marquette's Mashuda Hall.  It
was a mile from the conference, and necessitated a rental car, but I was
able to wangle one of those for--get this--10 bucks a day.
 
Sometimes great deals are out there.
 
______________________________________________________________________________
     Bob Whipple                        Creighton University
     Director of Composition            2500 California Plaza
     English Department                 Omaha, NE 68178
 
                       whippl@creighton.edu
    http://mockingbird.creighton.edu/english/whipple/whipple.htm
 
                      Amor librorum nos unit
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 7 Feb 1998 13:36:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Anne Beaufort <beaufor@AMERICAN.EDU>
Subject:      Re: hotels in chicago
In-Reply-To:  <v0300780db0fd60b39491@[128.206.30.181]>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Another hotel possibility which my travel agent found me--a new one called
Hotel Allegro, 3 blocks from Palmer House.  Rate is $125 for a
double...Phone 312-236-0123
 
Anne Beaufort, Ph.D.
 
 
Director, College Writing Program
 
Department of Literature
American University
Washington, DC 20016-8047
202-885-2916
beaufor@american.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 13:39:14 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Heidemarie Z Weidner <HWEIDNER@TNTECH.EDU>
Subject:      Dual Credit Courses
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
Dear List members-- I need your advice and suggestions for dual credit courses.
 
The second time within a year, I have been asked to manage the dual credit
courses our university is trying to start in the local high schools. Seniors
will take senior English and also our English 101 and --later--102 and get
credit for both.
 
The teachers for these courses are either our own faculty or high school
teachers. I am to train and supervise both.
 
Here are some questions:
 
How long have dual credit courses been around?  Are there publications about
such courses? Would ERIC be a good place to start?
 
Who among you is managing dual credit courses? What are your experiences with
them?  What are advantages you see, disadvantages?
 
How are such courses viewed by the English faculty? The high school faculty?
(We have had very little input so far.)
 
You may answer me off-list at
HWeidner@tntech.edu
 
 
Thanks for your help.
 
Heide Weidner
Coordinator of Composition
Tennessee Technological University
Cookeville, TN 38505
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 14:14:40 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Support Union Hotels
In-Reply-To:  <l03010d02b0fe4e2d96c9@[134.121.50.17]>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
My memory of the eternal discussion of this matter at CCCC Exec Comm
meetings is even more dismal than Susan's.  There are so many interest
groups in CCCC that the only city in the country that meets all the
requirements is Washington DC (like W C Fields, I'd rather be in
Philadelphia).  And remember the serious fiasco over relocating the
conference from Phoenix: it led to financial paralysis for years.
                                        --Ed White
 
On Wed, 4 Feb 1998, Susan McLeod wrote:
 
> Karen--CCCC passed a resolution to this effect some years ago, when I was
> on the Executive Committee.  The Site Selection Committee tried to comply
> with the resolution, but found it impossible.  In fact, as I recall, the
> only city we could find at that time where we could find the right size
> hotels at the time we needed which also had unionized hotels was
> Pittsburgh.  Things may be a little different now, but in these days of
> downsizing and oursourcing, I doubt it.
>
> Sue McLeod
>
>
> >Hi All--
> >I would like to suggest that CCC begin to hold its conventions at union hotels
> >only.  I don't know that they would be any cheaper, but at least we could be
> >assured that they were paying their workers better wages and offering decent
> >benefits (thanks to the union contract).
> >
> >I have written to the CCCC hotel web site recommending this, and I would
> >encourage others to do the same.
> >
> >Thanks,
> >Karyn Hollis
> >Villanova University
>
>
> Susan McLeod, Chair
> Department of English
> Washington State University
> Pullman, WA 99164-5020
> (509) 335-2581
> fax: (509) 335-2582
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 14:38:43 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: sleeping large at CCCC
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.96.980204160737.19500C-100000@alpha1.csd.uwm.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Wed, 4 Feb 1998, Charles I Schuster wrote:
 
> One question:  can anyone tell me why I (and others) received two
> confirmation notices about housing (from the Palmer House)?  Does this
> mean that I have two rooms reserved, each for a mere $198 a night???
>
>
Chuck, one room is for you; the other is for your mother-in-law.  The PH
is just looking out for your own good.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 16:15:52 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lee Hammer <lhammer@CULVER.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit Courses
In-Reply-To:  <01IT9F1K1BGG8WWR8U@tntech.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Heide:
 
You might be interested in checking out our Missouri Colloquium on Writing
Assessment (cWa) page.  The cWa has been struggling with some of the
dual-credit issues for several years now.
 
Here is the WEB address:
 
http://www.mwsc.edu/~cwa/
 
Go to the "Guidelines on Dual Credit" tab.
 
 
 
 
Dr. Lee Hammer
Associate Professor of English
and Tutorial Programs Coordinator
Culver-Stockton College
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 6 Feb 1998 17:46:57 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: hotels in chicago
In-Reply-To:  <l03102800b10259eedee2@[147.9.55.41]>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
The Hotel Allegro is the old Bismarck.  I seriously doubt it will be open
in time for CCCC.  Are they really accepting reservations?
 
David Jolliffe
DePaul, Chicago
 
On Sat, 7 Feb 1998, Anne Beaufort wrote:
 
> Another hotel possibility which my travel agent found me--a new one called
> Hotel Allegro, 3 blocks from Palmer House.  Rate is $125 for a
> double...Phone 312-236-0123
>
> Anne Beaufort, Ph.D.
>
>
> Director, College Writing Program
>
> Department of Literature
> American University
> Washington, DC 20016-8047
> 202-885-2916
> beaufor@american.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 7 Feb 1998 19:54:22 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karin Evans <karine@ELMHCX9.ELMHURST.EDU>
Subject:      Dual Credit v. AP--?
 
 'm curious why school systems would try to establish dual credit programs when
the AP programs are already so well established--with all the research to back
up the quality of AP outcomes, famous advisory boards and consultants,
recommended college-level texts, etc.  I realize that dual credit is a done
deal, while AP credit rides on taking a test.  But is there more to it?
 
I'm also wondering if y'all think there are compelling reasons *not* to accept
AP credit for a semester of fycomp.  Do your reservations about dual credit
(which I have noted over time in this forum) apply to AP credit as well?  (Have
we ever discussed AP credit on WPA-L?)
 
Karin Evans
Elmhurst College
Elmhurst, IL
karine@elmhurst.edu
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We are being asked to lower the AP score for credit to our only first-year
comp course from 4 to 3.  My reading of the AP materials tells me that a 3
is mediocre.  What experience do others on this list have with setting the
level (score) needed to grant the equivalent of one year of college
writing?  Our one-semester course is a traditional argument with term
paper course--requiring only 2500 words of graded, final-quality prose.
 
We also have a sophomore required writing course that is somewhat WAC
oriented.
 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
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Well Karen, it seems to me that the two big reasons for dual credit are
first, they bring in revenue since the sponsoring universities get tuition
money from the students who enroll for credit and since the high school
teachers, though they may receive stipends for participating in workshops,
etc, aren't paid by the university for teaching the courses; and second,
they may serve as inducements for students to attend that university since
they can begin with several hours of credit already established.
 
Irwin Weiser
iweiser@omni.cc.purdue.edu
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I'm on the daily digest version of this list, so I apologize if I'm
repeating  someone whose message I won't get until tomorrow a.m.
 
 
Daniel Mahala and Michael Vivion published an excellent (and kind of scary)
critique of AP programs and the AP test that was published in _WPA_ in 1993
(Volume 17.1-2).  They noted, for example, that the success rates for
students taking the test are determined IN ADVANCE.  Thus, no matter the
actual quality of the work the students do in the test, a consistent 67%
will receive a "qualified" rating.  They also argue that the test
encourages a view of writing which is often counter to that which many
English departments would wish students to hold.
 
It's an interesting and eye-opening read.  Anyone in a program that accepts
AP credit should take the time to read it.
 
>
> 'm curious why school systems would try to establish dual credit programs when
>the AP programs are already so well established--with all the research to back
>up the quality of AP outcomes, famous advisory boards and consultants,
>recommended college-level texts, etc.  I realize that dual credit is a done
>deal, while AP credit rides on taking a test.  But is there more to it?
>
>I'm also wondering if y'all think there are compelling reasons *not* to accept
>AP credit for a semester of fycomp.  Do your reservations about dual credit
>(which I have noted over time in this forum) apply to AP credit as well?  (Have
>we ever discussed AP credit on WPA-L?)
>
>Karin Evans
>Elmhurst College
>Elmhurst, IL
>karine@elmhurst.edu
>
>--Boundary_(ID_k8PK5B5aXUmCvyU//tDE1Q)--
 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
 
 Barbara Little Liu  -   English Department
       Bowling Green State University
 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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The distinction between dual credit courses and AP courses is somewhat similar
to the distinction we often make between indirect measures of skill in writing
(tests that do not include a writing sample) and direct measures (e.g. actual
writing).  Even though the AP test asks for writing, it is a more indirect
measure than the dual credit course because the dual credit course is an actual
composition course, and is in many, if not all cases, as well designed and
taught as many, if not all, sections of an on campus course.  Another way to
put this is to say that the best measure of how a student is going to fare in
a college-level composition course is the student's performance in a college-
level composition course.  Note that in saying this, I am assuming that the
dual-credit courses are the equal of campus courses--a judgment which I base
 
on the observation of quite a few courses of both kinds.
 
      Bob Schwegler
      College Writing Program
      Unviversity of Rhode Island
      RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 8 Feb 1998 13:47:53 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Dr. David Rosenwasser - English" <rosenwas@MUHLENBERG.EDU>
Subject:      Textbook Review
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
    Our editor at Harcourt is looking for people who have used our
textbook, _Writing Analytically_, to respond to a questionnaire (for a
small fee) that would help us produce a second edition.
    If you or members of your faculty would be willing to be contacted for
this purpose, would you please write to either of us, off-list, as soon as
possible?
    Many thanks,
    David Rosenwasser (rosenwas@muhlenberg.edu)
    Jill Stephen (stephen@muhlenberg.edu)
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In some situations, there is another reason for offering these credits.
In a few highschools here we are offering basic writing.  This may seem
odd, but this gives students who aren't allowed in the AP courses an
opportunity to take a  college level course that will hopefully help
improve their writing skills and give them the confidence to attend
college (at UCD, basic writing can be used to fulfill gen ed credits,
we do pay whoever teaches the course--usually TA's or adjuncts who work
in conjunction with a coordinating highschool teacher, and the
students pay very little for the course--the state actually pays for it).
 
Of course, nobody intends dual credit to work this way and I'm not sure that
it will be successful. Ideally, we wouldn't be in the highschools at all.
But this may be providing us with an opportunity to
really help some kids--particularly minority students (last time I
checked, 51% of Denver's hispanic students were dropping out of
highschool and at least 30% of the students in our public highschools are
hispanic).  It may also give us the opportunity to forge useful ties
between our public universities and our public highschools
 
Joanne
 
Joanne Addison, Ph.D.
Department of English, Box 175
University of Colorado-Denver
P.O. Box 173364
Denver, CO 80217-3364
jaddison@carbon.cudenver.edu
 
 
On Sun, 8 Feb 1998, Irwin Weiser wrote:
 
> Well Karen, it seems to me that the two big reasons for dual credit are
> first, they bring in revenue since the sponsoring universities get tuition
> money from the students who enroll for credit and since the high school
> teachers, though they may receive stipends for participating in workshops,
> etc, aren't paid by the university for teaching the courses; and second,
> they may serve as inducements for students to attend that university since
> they can begin with several hours of credit already established.
>
> Irwin Weiser
> iweiser@omni.cc.purdue.edu
>
 
Joanne Addison, Ph.D.
Department of English, Box 175
University of Colorado-Denver
P.O. Box 173364
Denver, CO 80217-3364
jaddison@carbon.cudenver.edu
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     Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
purchase the volumes.
 
    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
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Karin, Dual enrollment courses are taking on broader significance, in our
state as well as elsewhere I suspect, because the universities are
locked into articulation agreements with community colleges to accept
their courses.  We thus cannot challenge dual enrollment credits or other
such innovations as distance learning courses that have been "out
sourced" and taught on a piece rate, and some of the shadiest operations
are the most visible--advertising in university newspapers about surfing
to class. We can control AP credits (somewhat) because they are not locked
into such articulation agreements.
 
Why dual enrollments and popular: high school teachers are blessed and
magically become community college faculty, students are motivated by
having Junior English transformed into college comp, parents can pay a
little more to buy a few college credits, and community colleges (and more
and more universities) get to sell credits without having to invest in
faculty or classrooms.
 
These developments are part of the changing contexts for debates about
required comp courses because the faculty are losing any semblance of
control over the whole meaning of "requirements."
 
>
>  'm curious why school systems would try to establish dual credit programs when
> the AP programs are already so well established--with all the research to back
> up the quality of AP outcomes, famous advisory boards and consultants,
> recommended college-level texts, etc.  I realize that dual credit is a done
> deal, while AP credit rides on taking a test.  But is there more to it?
 
 
 
 
>
> I'm also wondering if y'all think there are compelling reasons *not* to accept
> AP credit for a semester of fycomp.  Do your reservations about dual credit
> (which I have noted over time in this forum) apply to AP credit as well?  (Have
> we ever discussed AP credit on WPA-L?)
>
> Karin Evans
> Elmhurst College
> Elmhurst, IL
> karine@elmhurst.edu
>
> ------------------------------
>
> End of WPA-L Digest - 6 Feb 1998 to 7 Feb 1998
> **********************************************
>
 
----------------------
Thomas P Miller
tpm@U.Arizona.EDU
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Having just completed a three-year term on the CCCC Exec Committee, I
thought I would respond on the issue of site selection.  Before I got
elected, I had no idea it was this complicated.
 
Yes, we did indeed decide to cycle among the same cities.  We went through a
long discussion, looking for the most appropriate city in the East, in the
Central States, and in the West.  The plan was to do three-year rotations
and go to a "wild-card" city the fourth year.  But we never found a West
Coast city that was considered easily workable--meaning it had the requisite
number of hotel rooms and meeting rooms in "contiguous areas," plus
reasonable fees for exhibitors, airline access, etc.  [And states with
anti-sodomy laws or histories of minority mistreatment were generally
considered out of bounds.]
 
So we compromised and settled on New York and Chicago, airline hubs where
CCCC had always had large draws, but left the West Coast city open.  (In the
east and central regions, we considered Boston, Washington, Cincinnati,
etc.)  Then Bob Harvey tried to negotiate the best long-term contracts we
could get with certain chains in those cities.  That's why in the list I
give below, we are committed to the Palmer House in Chicago and the Hilton
in New York.  [And the rates we are getting are "bargains"--no matter how
bizarre that usage may seem.]
 
We have been trying to get to San Antonio, but that is such a popular
convention city for our March/April dates, that they are already book
several years into the next millenium.  I believe we are searching for hotel
space there for 2008 or the first available year.
 
Ironically, the problem is also proof of CCCC's success.  We have gotten so
big that not too many cities can hold us comfortably.  (We still prefer not
to go the NCTE route of using a convention center and running shuttle buses.
When we did the Phoenix Shuttle, the system was planned to cost about
$15,000.  As I recall, the actual expense came to nearer $25,000.)
 
Since CCCC makes a lot of its yearly operating funds from the convention, it
has to be concerned about such matters.  (The 1996 Convention netted about
$75,000 for the organization.)
 
Incidentally, this year I faxed my reservation in as soon as the form came
for people on the program.  It still wasn't soon enough.  My confirmation is
for the $140+ rate.
 
The current plan for future convention sites is as follows:
 
                1999    Atlanta
                2000    Minneapolis
                2001    Denver
                2002    Chicago, Palmer House
                2003    New York, Hilton
                2004    wild card to be decided
                2005    Western city to be decided
                2006    Chicago, Palmer House
                2007    New York, Hilton
 
CODICIL:  My memory may be misleading me a bit.  [It happens to us geezers.
Ya'll will be old someday too.]  If I'm mistaken, I'm sure Victor or Nell
Ann or Cindy will correct my account.
Richard Fulkerson
Director of English Graduate Studies
Department of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Commerce, TX 75429
 
Home            (903) 886 3397
Office          (903) 886 5271
 
E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
 
                *******************************************************
                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
                I, of course, oppose it.
                *******************************************************
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 8 Feb 1998 18:06:04 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karen Greenberg <kgreenbe@SHIVA.HUNTER.CUNY.EDU>
Subject:      Why computers?
X-cc:         "Kimberly S. Dozier" <ksdozie@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Kimberly S. Dozier wrote:
>I would like to know what people on this list, people who teach in computer
>classrooms or people who are desperately trying to move their programs in
>that direction, think about the response I got.  Why do you use/want to use
>computers in the teaching of writing and how do you use/expect to use the
>technology you have/will have?
 
Dear Kimberly and WPA Listers,
 
I can't top Nick Carbone's comprehensive and insightful response to these
questions, but I want to add my own answers.  I use computers to help my
Basic Writing and my Freshman Comp. students learn more effectively and to
provide me with more time and opportunities to give them the individual
feedback and instruction that is so crucial improving their writing skills.
Good software programs help students engage actively with the cognitive,
linguistic, and rhetorical tasks involved in shaping a piece of writing to
meet their purpose, assignment, and reader's expectations.  Clear, concise
instruction and scaffolding (in the form of online writing coaches, videos
of experienced student peers, models of students' writing processes and
products, and assorted checklists and guidelines) is available to the
student whenever he or she needs them.  The program that I'm using
(INTERACTIVE ENGLISH--which I helped design) helps students understand the
extent to which writing is situationally-contextualized and culturally
based:  Students' writing can be exchanged electronically or displayed and
discussed by the entire class.
 
Another benefit of a computer-mediated writing program is it provides
multiple "expert" voices--voices that differ in ethnicity, language
background, gender, and age.  For students like the ones in my inner-city,
open admissions college, hearing this range of voices (as represented by the
instruction, the online writing coach, and the online student writing group)
provides welcome relief from my monotone and subtly communicates the fact
that English "experts" can speak in many accents and registers.  Finally,
with computer-mediated instruction, authority and expertise are fluid:
Sometimes I am the mentor; other times, I am the apprentice.
 
Of course, the "down" side is that teaching with this type of program is
more work.  But I don't mind more work--IF it genuinely helps students.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen
 
Prof. Karen L. Greenberg
English Department
Hunter College, CUNY
Phone:  (212) 772-5175
Fax:    (516) 766-3805
E-Mail: kgreenbe@shiva.hunter.cuny.edu
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Robert:
 
We used to give credit for 4's and 5's automatically, but we reviewed
all the 3 exams ourselves (very time-consuming) and usually gave 3
hours of 101 credit to about 75%.  About 10 years ago, we asked our
Testing Center to follow up on all those who had submitted 3's but to
whom we had not granted credit. We found
that almost 100% had earned A's in 101.  While we assume that the students
benefitted from taking the course, we figured that we could feel safe in
granting the credit up-front.  So since then we've given the 3
credits to those with 3's.   Let me add that our comp. req. is divided
between the first year (3 credits) and the junior year (3 credits).  The
only people who get credit for 302 without taking the course are those who
go through a two-step portfolio and timed essay process (about 4% of those
taking the course).
 
 On Sun, 8 Feb 1998, robert delius royar wrote:
 
> We are being asked to lower the AP score for credit to our only first-year
> comp course from 4 to 3.  My reading of the AP materials tells me that a 3
> is mediocre.  What experience do others on this list have with setting the
> level (score) needed to grant the equivalent of one year of college
> writing?  Our one-semester course is a traditional argument with term
> paper course--requiring only 2500 words of graded, final-quality prose.
>
> We also have a sophomore required writing course that is somewhat WAC
> oriented.
>
>
> -=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
> Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
>                 Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
> =-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
>
 
Chris Thaiss
Director, WAC and English Composition
Mail Stop 3E4
George Mason University
Fairfax, VA 22030
 
(703) 993-1196
 
Home Page: http://mason.gmu.edu/~cthaiss
WAC Program Home Page: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/wac
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>We are being asked to lower the AP score for credit to our only first-year
>comp course from 4 to 3.  My reading of the AP materials tells me that a 3
>is mediocre.  What experience do others on this list have with setting the
>level (score) needed to grant the equivalent of one year of college
>writing?  Our one-semester course is a traditional argument with term
>paper course--requiring only 2500 words of graded, final-quality prose.
>
 
To respond to Robert Royar, Bowling Green University (Ohio) gives credit
for AP Literature or Composition scores of 4 and 5, but credit for scores
of 3 rests on review by our fycomp program. 90% of our students are
required to take two composition courses. About 20% of the AP 3s are
awarded no credit whatsoever--based on our judgment that the writing would
not predictably lead to success in our second-semester course--with 40%
receiving credit for Introductory Writing and 40% receiving credit for
Introductory _and_ Academic Writing.  My concurrence, then, is with the
"mediocre" characterization of 3-level AP English writing, although, as
with any student writing, some 3s seem stronger to us than others.
 
The vast majority of the AP writing we see, by the way, lacks visible or
sophisticated coherence or organization, repetition or listing being the
most predominant "rhetorical" devices. Though diction is often quite
advanced (and just as often, inappropriately inflated), knowledge of
literary figures/concepts likewise, and mechanical control usually (though
not always) exceptional, many students exhibit less sense of effective
expository structure than do the very average students matriculating
through our first-semester comp course. From our perspective, therefore,
the AP English "tests" we see reveal somewhat endemic lack of rhetorical
preparation, an evaluation system (by ETS) which doesn't put much emphasis
on rhetorical principles, or both. The 4s and 5s we see, reviewed for
possible 200-level writing credit, are almost always stronger than the 3s,
and frequently do exhibit confidence-inspiring rhetorical skills (thus, our
evaluations of 4s and 5s are largely congruent with ETS's evaluations). I'm
quite sure we'd have significant problems, however(in our second-semester
course), if we awarded even first-semester credit, automatically, to all
incoming students with AP scores of 3.
 
                                                        John Clark
 
Dr. John M. Clark -- General Studies Writing -- Bowling Green State University
 
        "A way of seeing is...a way of not seeing." -- Kenneth Burke
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Dick, that is the clearest summary I have yet seen of the extended and
coomplicated discussion that the 4Cs Exec Comm has had over the last
several years about site selection.  Thanks!
 
Joe Harris
 
 
>Having just completed a three-year term on the CCCC Exec Committee, I
>thought I would respond on the issue of site selection.  Before I got
>elected, I had no idea it was this complicated.
>
>Yes, we did indeed decide to cycle among the same cities.  We went through a
>long discussion, looking for the most appropriate city in the East, in the
>Central States, and in the West.  The plan was to do three-year rotations
>and go to a "wild-card" city the fourth year.  But we never found a West
>Coast city that was considered easily workable--meaning it had the requisite
>number of hotel rooms and meeting rooms in "contiguous areas," plus
>reasonable fees for exhibitors, airline access, etc.  [And states with
>anti-sodomy laws or histories of minority mistreatment were generally
>considered out of bounds.]
>
>So we compromised and settled on New York and Chicago, airline hubs where
>CCCC had always had large draws, but left the West Coast city open.  (In the
>east and central regions, we considered Boston, Washington, Cincinnati,
>etc.)  Then Bob Harvey tried to negotiate the best long-term contracts we
>could get with certain chains in those cities.  That's why in the list I
>give below, we are committed to the Palmer House in Chicago and the Hilton
>in New York.  [And the rates we are getting are "bargains"--no matter how
>bizarre that usage may seem.]
>
>We have been trying to get to San Antonio, but that is such a popular
>convention city for our March/April dates, that they are already book
>several years into the next millenium.  I believe we are searching for hotel
>space there for 2008 or the first available year.
>
>Ironically, the problem is also proof of CCCC's success.  We have gotten so
>big that not too many cities can hold us comfortably.  (We still prefer not
>to go the NCTE route of using a convention center and running shuttle buses.
>When we did the Phoenix Shuttle, the system was planned to cost about
>$15,000.  As I recall, the actual expense came to nearer $25,000.)
>
>Since CCCC makes a lot of its yearly operating funds from the convention, it
>has to be concerned about such matters.  (The 1996 Convention netted about
>$75,000 for the organization.)
>
>Incidentally, this year I faxed my reservation in as soon as the form came
>for people on the program.  It still wasn't soon enough.  My confirmation is
>for the $140+ rate.
>
>The current plan for future convention sites is as follows:
>
>                1999    Atlanta
>                2000    Minneapolis
>                2001    Denver
>                2002    Chicago, Palmer House
>                2003    New York, Hilton
>                2004    wild card to be decided
>                2005    Western city to be decided
>                2006    Chicago, Palmer House
>                2007    New York, Hilton
>
>CODICIL:  My memory may be misleading me a bit.  [It happens to us geezers.
>Ya'll will be old someday too.]  If I'm mistaken, I'm sure Victor or Nell
>Ann or Cindy will correct my account.
>Richard Fulkerson
>Director of English Graduate Studies
>Department of Literature and Languages
>Texas A&M University-Commerce
>Commerce, TX 75429
>
>Home            (903) 886 3397
>Office          (903) 886 5271
>
>E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
>
>                *******************************************************
>                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
>                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
>                I, of course, oppose it.
>                *******************************************************
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Since the 4Cs are locked into Chicago for 3 times in the next 10 years and
NY 2 times (and the expensive Palmer House and Hilton respectively), I
suggest that members who stay at other hotels in those cities work to
compile an "alternative hotel list" that could descibe location, price,
quality.  I don't know who would be the person(s) to do this or where or
where/how it would be kept . . . ?
 
>Then Bob Harvey tried to negotiate the best long-term contracts we
>could get with certain chains in those cities.  That's why in the list I
>give below, we are committed to the Palmer House in Chicago and the Hilton
>in New York.  [And the rates we are getting are "bargains"--no matter how
>bizarre that usage may seem.]
 
J.L. McClure                        (319)398-5411, ext. 5837
English Department                  jmcclure@soli.inav.net
Kirkwood Community College          jmcclur@kirkwood.cc.ia.us
6301 Kirkwood Blvd. SW
Cedar Rapids IA  52406
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In message <Pine.GSO.3.96.980208154641.25746A-100000@dgs.dgsys.com> Writing
Program Administration writes:
>      Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
> have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
> Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
> being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
> the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
> each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
> got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
> whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
> letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
> purchase the volumes.
>
 
 
>     Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
>     Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
======
 
 
 
I received one, as well. The letter did tell me who "nominated" me, and she was,
in fact, a student of mine. Who knows?
 
Brad Stull
 
               _______________________________________________
 
 
                                Rivier College
               A Catholic, Liberal Education for Social Justice
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I've just been able to pick up a long dormant project studying the
experiences of students who come into our second semester course with
various kinds of first-semester credit--AP, Dual Enrollment, Transfer, and
local.  I still have to get up to speed with Microsoft Excel (anybody know
if there is a quick way to translate alphabetical marks to numerical
values?), and the more interesting part is always going out and finding out
_why_ things happen the way they do.  Further, we just don't seem to get
enough AP credit to be able to generalize about those students who bring it
in.  Still, from my early review of dual enrollment, it looks as if the real
problem has been placement.  Dual enrollment students who would have been
placed in our regular first-semester course do nearly as well as local
students, and roughly the same as any other transfer students.  Of course,
they also tend to be, by several indicators, more likely than average
students to be successful in college and in writing courses.  Unfortunately,
there is enough lax placement (and unwillingness to fail those who are in?)
to skew the over-all numbers, seeming to indicate that, statistically, dual
enrollment and our sequence are not even part of the same system.
 
Here in Missouri, there is something of a "Cowbird" effect rather than a
recruiting effect to offering dual enrollment.  Gen ed courses from one
state school are pretty much automatically acceptable at others, so schools
with aggressive dual enrollment programs do not necessarily recruit for
their school so much as they simply cut into the enrollment at others.  In
such circumstances, we are pretty much dependent on the integrity of
secondary teachers to maintain levels of quality--and apparently that hasn't
worked out so badly in most cases.  Still, with parents and school boards
growing increasingly strident about getting kids all the dual enrollment
credit they can, it could become difficult for that bulwark to hold.  It's
very fortunate that people like Jane Frick and the other main insiders in
our statewide Colloquium on Writing Assessment have been on this for a while.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
Department of English, Colden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
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Brad,
     Of the 35 responses I've received to that post, they completely run
the gamut.  Most other recipients of these form-letters are thrilled by
the nomination and chilled by the marketing savvy of `Who's Who.' Only
freelance writer, Jan Bone, seems to have actually gained employment as a
result of her listing.
     The student who nominated me has long gone, and I would not even know
where to send a thank you note to acknowledge her kindness.  As far as
career benefits are concerned, it seems that Who's Who plus a quarter will
buy a small cup of coffee at McDonalds.  I think I'll let the `honor'
pass.
    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
> On Mon, 9 Feb 1998, Brad Stull wrote:
>
> I received one, as well. The letter did tell me who "nominated" me, and
> she was, in fact, a student of mine. Who knows?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
> > On Sun 8 Feb 1998, Chet Pryor wrote:
> >
> >      Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
> > have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
> > Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
> > being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
> > the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
> > each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
> > got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
> > whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
> > letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
> > purchase the volumes.
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Do you think a forum or roundtable at WPA conference on this would attract
interest?  Who would be on it?  You? Schwalm? High school teacher(s)?
Two-year college teacher(s)?  (If these last 2, do you have suggestions for
names?)
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CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS (apologies for cross-postings)
 
The 14th Annual Conference of the Northeast Writing Centers Assocation
will be on Saturday, March 7, 1998 at Connecticut College in New London,
CT.
 
Our conference theme:  Shifting Topographies: Re/Configuring Writing
Center Pedagogies and Partnerships (without a map)
 
Our Keynote Speaker:  Nancy Welch, University of Vermont, author of
_Getting Restless:  Rethinking Revision in Writing Instruction_
 
Schedule:
830-930         Registration, coffee, tea, light breakfast
930-1030        Keynote Address
1045-noon       Concurrent Session (A)
12-1:15         Lunch
130-245         Concurrent Session (B)
300-415         Concurrent Session (C)
430-500         Cheese and cracker reception
 
For information about individual sessions, e-mail Neal Lerner at
nlerner@mcp.edu.
 
Accomodations:  A block of rooms has been reserved at the Holiday Inn in
New London.  Please call the hotel directly at (860) 442-0631 by Feb. 19
for a special rate of $58/single and $68/double per night.  Be sure to
identify yourself as a NEWCA participant under the Dean of Freshmen's
Office at Connecticut College.
 
Registration is limited to 200 participants and must be mailed by
Friday, Feb. 13.  The conference will be held regardless of weather
conditions and *registration is non-refundable*.  If you cannot come,
please send a colleague in your place.  Lunch is guaranteed only for
those who have pre-registered.  Direct questions to Theresa Ammirati,
(860) 439-2050, or tpamm@conncoll.edu, or Holly Davis at
hdavis@sophia.smith.edu.
 
Feel free to print out this form, make check payable to NEWCA and mail
to Holly Davis, Seelye Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA  01063.
 
REGISTRATION FORM
Name:
Position:
 
Institution:
Address:
 
Telephone:
Email:
 
Registration Fee (includes meals, conference, and annual NEWCA
membership):
$50 Faculty/Professional Staff
$25 Students
 
Total Enclosed:
 
Please attach names of all participants and indicate any special needs.
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Chet:
 
If the publisher of this particular _Who's Who_ book is Marquis (pronounced
Mar-kwis), they're a "vanity" publisher that puts out a lot of such books
targeting different regions of the country and different professions.
Before I went to grad school I worked as an "Editorial Assistant" (read
"date entry guy") for the Marquis office in suburban Chicago (Wilmette).  My
sense was that if you agreed to buy the book, you'd almost certainly be
listed in it.
 
Don Bushman
UNC-Wilmington
 
At 04:17 PM 2/8/98 -0500, you wrote:
>     Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
>have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
>Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
>being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
>the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
>each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
>got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
>whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
>letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
>purchase the volumes.
>
>    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
>    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
>
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I'm sorry I posted this to the WPA-L; I meant to post it to Tom Miller.
But then I would like to hear from some of you of topics of interest for
conference fora next summer.
 
 
At 09:33 AM 2/9/98 -0700, you wrote:
>Do you think a forum or roundtable at WPA conference on this would attract
>interest?  Who would be on it?  You? Schwalm? High school teacher(s)?
>Two-year college teacher(s)?  (If these last 2, do you have suggestions for
>names?)
>
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ETS was talking last summer about the possibility of going to a 6-point
scale to address the problem of the "big 3" category.  Has anyone heard
whether they moved in this direction?
 
Janet Carey Eldred
eldred@pop.uky.edu
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I just read  your comment on Who's Who.  I am not a teacher, but when I
was in high school I received the same letter for Who's Who among
American High School students.  Some of my classmates actually ordered
the book and then their entire family (grandparents, aunts,...) received
a letter stating that their relative was going to  be given recognition
and wanted them to order a book also.  The book displays each name in
about 4 point type and that's it.  Not worth the $$ as far as I am concerned!
 
Carrie Doll
 
On Sun, 8 Feb 1998, Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown wrote:
 
>      Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
> have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
> Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
> being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
> the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
> each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
> got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
> whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
> letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
> purchase the volumes.
>
>     Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
>     Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
>
>
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Lee,
 
Thanks for the information. I will get right to it.
 
Heide Weidner
Associate Professor of English
Coordinator of Composition
Tennessee Technological University
Cookeville, TN 38505
 
 
> Heide:
>
> You might be interested in checking out our Missouri Colloquium on Writing
> Assessment (cWa) page.  The cWa has been struggling with some of the
> dual-credit issues for several years now.
>
> Here is the WEB address:
>
> http://www.mwsc.edu/~cwa/
>
> Go to the "Guidelines on Dual Credit" tab.
>
>
>
>
> Dr. Lee Hammer
> Associate Professor of English
> and Tutorial Programs Coordinator
> Culver-Stockton College
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              Community College Discussions <COMMCOLL@LSV.UKY.EDU>,
              African-American Studies <AFAM-L@LISTS.MISSOURI.EDU>,
              Uncensored Community College Listserv <UCC-L@taft.org>
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I know students who have bought the book.  Their whole family
(grandparents, etc.) was then sent a letter wanting them to purchase one
also because their relative was going to be named.  Their name was in 4
point print and that was it. Sounds like a waste to me.
 
Carrie
 
On Sun, 8 Feb 1998, Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown wrote:
 
>      Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
> have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
> Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
> being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
> the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
> each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
> got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
> whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
> letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
> purchase the volumes.
>
>     Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
>     Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
>
>
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IN response to Karin Evans's query about AP vs dual-credit courses: our high
school teachers are not for dual-credit courses, but they are not asked.
Neither has our department been asked. The directive comes from the
administrative officers at the university and in the schools.
 
Heide Weidner
Tennessee Tech
Cookeville, TN 38505
 
 
 
>  'm curious why school systems would try to establish dual credit programs when
> the AP programs are already so well established--with all the research to back
> up the quality of AP outcomes, famous advisory boards and consultants,
> recommended college-level texts, etc.  I realize that dual credit is a done
> deal, while AP credit rides on taking a test.  But is there more to it?
>
> I'm also wondering if y'all think there are compelling reasons *not* to accept
> AP credit for a semester of fycomp.  Do your reservations about dual credit
> (which I have noted over time in this forum) apply to AP credit as well?  (Have
> we ever discussed AP credit on WPA-L?)
>
> Karin Evans
> Elmhurst College
> Elmhurst, IL
> karine@elmhurst.edu
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I am working to create a university-wide writing assessment program
using electronic portfolios for placement, mid-level, and exit
assessments at California State University at Monterey Bay (a 3-year
old institution).  Monterey Bay has a special mission to serve the
diverse people of California, especially the working class and
historically under-educated and low-income populations,  using new
pedagogies and technologies--and I believe that a portfolio assessment
will serve these populations far more effectively than the standardized
test approaches currently in place statewide.  Though I am familiar
from my work at Washington State University with university-wide
portfolios, I know of no programs using "electronic" versions.  I know
some people (notably the folks in Yancey and Weiser's wonderful book
*Situating Portfolios*) have used them successfully in classroom
settings.  Has anyone implemented a program of electronic portfolios,
or is in the process of doing so now?  I would love to hear from you.
 
Susan Wyche,  Director
University Writing Portfolio
California State University at Monterey Bay
Seaside, CA  93955-8001
(408) 582-3091
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John,
 
At MTU we have two quarters of first-year writing required, or a one
quarter intensive Honors possibility for students who score at least a 4 on
the AP (or 610 on the SAT; or 27 on the ACT). Our resources do not permit
portfolio placement or entrance writing exams. We keep the test scores high
because our experience has been that even though the test scores do not
draw a perfect line, it increases the likelihood that the students who need
the extra quarter of writing will get it. We have been pressured by high
school teachers (who teach AP classes) to drop the AP score to 3 ("like
most other schools have"), but we have resisted doing so for the reasons
you outlined so well.
 
Thanks,
 
Dennis Lynch
Dir. Writing Programs
Humanities
MTU
 
 
 
 
 
 
>>We are being asked to lower the AP score for credit to our only first-year
>>comp course from 4 to 3.  My reading of the AP materials tells me that a 3
>>is mediocre.  What experience do others on this list have with setting the
>>level (score) needed to grant the equivalent of one year of college
>>writing?  Our one-semester course is a traditional argument with term
>>paper course--requiring only 2500 words of graded, final-quality prose.
>>
>
>To respond to Robert Royar, Bowling Green University (Ohio) gives credit
>for AP Literature or Composition scores of 4 and 5, but credit for scores
>of 3 rests on review by our fycomp program. 90% of our students are
>required to take two composition courses. About 20% of the AP 3s are
>awarded no credit whatsoever--based on our judgment that the writing would
>not predictably lead to success in our second-semester course--with 40%
>receiving credit for Introductory Writing and 40% receiving credit for
>Introductory _and_ Academic Writing.  My concurrence, then, is with the
>"mediocre" characterization of 3-level AP English writing, although, as
>with any student writing, some 3s seem stronger to us than others.
>
>The vast majority of the AP writing we see, by the way, lacks visible or
>sophisticated coherence or organization, repetition or listing being the
>most predominant "rhetorical" devices. Though diction is often quite
>advanced (and just as often, inappropriately inflated), knowledge of
>literary figures/concepts likewise, and mechanical control usually (though
>not always) exceptional, many students exhibit less sense of effective
>expository structure than do the very average students matriculating
>through our first-semester comp course. From our perspective, therefore,
>the AP English "tests" we see reveal somewhat endemic lack of rhetorical
>preparation, an evaluation system (by ETS) which doesn't put much emphasis
>on rhetorical principles, or both. The 4s and 5s we see, reviewed for
>possible 200-level writing credit, are almost always stronger than the 3s,
>and frequently do exhibit confidence-inspiring rhetorical skills (thus, our
>evaluations of 4s and 5s are largely congruent with ETS's evaluations). I'm
>quite sure we'd have significant problems, however(in our second-semester
>course), if we awarded even first-semester credit, automatically, to all
>incoming students with AP scores of 3.
>
>                                                        John Clark
>
>Dr. John M. Clark -- General Studies Writing -- Bowling Green State University
>
>        "A way of seeing is...a way of not seeing." -- Kenneth Burke
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I would really like to see if we could have some sort of rational discussion
of dual enrollment. Every time it comes up in environments shared by
universities and community colleges in Arizona, there comes a chill in the
room, and discussion shuts down. It is pretty clear that whether there should
be such a thing as dual enroolment is no longer an issue. The question now is
how it can be done well and with integrity. I would like to have a discussion
that focuses on such issues as models of implementation, selection of
students, oversight of instruction, appropriate curriculum, accountability,
etc. There are places that do dual enrollment stuff better (i.e. Univ of Rhode
Island) and places that do it worse (yeah, sure). The motives for doing it are
an unhappy mix of good academic intentions and a less admirable pursuit of
cheap credit hours and tuition. We need high school and community college and
university folks at the table. By the way, although virtually all dual
enrollment in Arizona is sponsored by community colleges, that is not true
nationally. Manyuniversities also offer dual enrollment courses. This is not a
university/community college conflict.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
This came back once as undeliverable to the list address; sorry if for
some reason I've read the error message wrong and it actually went
through.
 
 
 
Susan,
        Go to Peg Syverson's Online Learning Record site for a thorough
model of online portfolios and their assessment:
 
http://www.cwrl.utexas.edu/~syverson/olr/index.html
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu, but coming to you via nickc@english.umass.edu
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At the June 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, I am convening a group of
people interested in discussing exactly what Susan is asking about. If
anyone on this list will be attending the conference (June 13-17 in
Cincinnati) and would like to be included in the meeting, please let me
know. AAHE and the Council of Independent Colleges are teaming up on
this one to see if we can cook up a project about portfolios for
purposes beyond the single classroom.
____________________________
Barbara L. Cambridge
Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
FAX (202) 293-0073
bcambridge@aahe.org
 
 
>----------
>From:  Susan Wyche[SMTP:Susan_Wyche@MONTEREY.EDU]
>Sent:  Monday, February 09, 1998 2:17 PM
>To:    WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
>Subject:       electronic portfolios
>
>I am working to create a university-wide writing assessment program
>using electronic portfolios for placement, mid-level, and exit
>assessments at California State University at Monterey Bay (a 3-year
>old institution).  Monterey Bay has a special mission to serve the
>diverse people of California, especially the working class and
>historically under-educated and low-income populations,  using new
>pedagogies and technologies--and I believe that a portfolio assessment
>will serve these populations far more effectively than the standardized
>test approaches currently in place statewide.  Though I am familiar
>from my work at Washington State University with university-wide
>portfolios, I know of no programs using "electronic" versions.  I know
>some people (notably the folks in Yancey and Weiser's wonderful book
>*Situating Portfolios*) have used them successfully in classroom
>settings.  Has anyone implemented a program of electronic portfolios,
>or is in the process of doing so now?  I would love to hear from you.
>
>Susan Wyche,  Director
>University Writing Portfolio
>California State University at Monterey Bay
>Seaside, CA  93955-8001
>(408) 582-3091
>
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Generally speaking, dual enrollment has little support from faculty at the
community colleges, universities, or high schools. In fact, it removes control
of a good portion of the high school curriculum from the high school faculty
and hands it over to the sponsoring college or university. Dual enrollment
seems to be largely driven by administrators. In AZ, the statewide English
Articulation Task Force--with representatives from all public community
colleges and universities voted unanimously--TWICE--to oppose offering
first-years comp through dual enrollment. We voted twice because the first
time some administrators said heir faculty had been intimidated by the
university respresentatives on the task force. After the second vote, the same
administrators said that faculty were just protecting their jobs. I guess the
first thing I would do with dual enrollment is to take the money and the FTE
our of it. Then we could look at it a bit more clearly from an academic point
of view.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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David and others,
 
I coordinate the writing course of a program here called College in the Schools.
Top-10% seniors in about 25 Twin Cities high schools are recruited to take a
section of our first-year comp. course taught by their high school teachers in
their schools. I'm responsible for overseeing the teacher development and
curricular management of the course. High school teachers are certified to teach
our first-year course; many have been doing it for about ten years.
 
I have few concerns about this particular sort of dual credit system for the
following reasons:  First, many of the students who take this course don't go to
the U of M when they graduate, so it has little impact on our own curriculum
(i.e., we don't stand to gain or lose enrollments, tuition, etc., on campus).
Second, the students are mostly high-ability writers who perform as well as (in
some cases better than) typical first-year students on campus, so we're not
giving college credit to students who can't really earn it.  Third, the program
makes sure that the conditions for the hs teachers are good:  absolute caps on
class enrollments (usually they're lower than their regular hs classes);
development days in which the teachers' schools pay for subs so they can come to
campus and attend the workshops I coordinate; paid summer days to attend more
intensive annual workshops; etc. The teachers say they love teaching a college
course (and they get access to the libraries here, email, etc., as do the
students), and the articulation between the high schools and the University
strikes me as very important.  It helps the University's image, and helps me to
break my and my colleagues' stereotypes of what goes on in the public schools.
 
Not sure if this counts as "doing it well and with integrity"?  What are your
thoughts about the problems? (I enjoy it so much I may be blind to the
limitations.)
 
Chris Anson
 
 
Responding to the message of <WPA-L%98020913262681@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
from Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>:
>
> I would really like to see if we could have some sort of rational discussion
> of dual enrollment. Every time it comes up in environments shared by
> universities and community colleges in Arizona, there comes a chill in the
> room, and discussion shuts down. It is pretty clear that whether there should
> be such a thing as dual enroolment is no longer an issue. The question now is
> how it can be done well and with integrity. I would like to have a discussion
> that focuses on such issues as models of implementation, selection of
> students, oversight of instruction, appropriate curriculum, accountability,
> etc.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris M. Anson
Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teaching Professor
University of Minnesota
207 Lind Hall
207 Church St. S.E.
Minneapolis, MN  55455
(612) 625-4846 (voicemail)
(612) 626-2294 (fax)
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I don't imagine that Educational Testing is a neutral party in the effort to
get us to accept 3's for composition credit. Such a change increases a
student's chances of getting some credit from 1 in 5 to 2 out of 3. And that
just MIGHT increase the number of students who take the test, which--if I
remember right--Educational Testing does not offer for free. Generally
speaking, both dual enrollment and AP raise troubling questions for me. We
hear again and again from employers and from students themselves that skill in
written and oral communcation is an extremely important part of their
education. Employers and faculty in graduate programs tell us repeatedly that
the writing of our graduates is not as strong as it should be. And yet we seem
to be busting our butts trying to find ways to exempt students from writing
courses, to provide fewer and fewer writing experiences. Really bizarre.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Dick --
 
Thank you for posting the history of the Palmer House decision.  I knew
there was more to the story than the rather bizzare mailings that arrive
monthly from the Palmer House.  Thanks for the contextual information.
 
Libby
 
p.s. Since I last saw you at CCCC, I had a little girl (she's now four
months old!)
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Yes, that counts as doing it well. One major problem here is lack of any clear
placement procedure that would help to identify students who were really
likely to do well in the course. A second is a lack of credible oversight and
teacher preparation. A third is the fact that students earning college credit
and those not earning college credit sit in the same class, the only different
being that some have paid tuition and some have not. A fourth is that both the
high school and the sponsoring college count the student in their enrollment
funding formula. A fifth is that the sponsoring college collects tuition and
FTE for providing nothing: costs of instruction and overhead are borne by the
high school. A sixth is a lack of advising that results in students taking
courses 1) that they would not take in college otherwise or 2) are useless
credit on the student's transcript. As I said, there are better and worse ways
to do this.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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I think you will find a lot of support for your position on this list.
I cannot remember the percentages (though the AP people will likely make
them available to you), but somewhere around 60-80% of all AP
test-takers score a 3 or higher.  That does not augur well for exempting
students from first-year composition.
 
Several years ago, we insisted that English Dept. faculty read all "3"s
from students who were accepted into the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  Although a few passed muster, most were not
considered "passing."  If you have questions about the "3," you can
request that the exams of all students who scored a "3" be given to
you--and then score them.  Better yet, ask for a sampling of scores so
that you can get some variation, and then ask faculty to score the
batch.  Perhaps you and your faculty will be happy with "3" level
scores, but I doubt it.
 
robert delius royar wrote:
>
> We are being asked to lower the AP score for credit to our only first-year
> comp course from 4 to 3.  My reading of the AP materials tells me that a 3
> is mediocre.  What experience do others on this list have with setting the
> level (score) needed to grant the equivalent of one year of college
> writing?  Our one-semester course is a traditional argument with term
> paper course--requiring only 2500 words of graded, final-quality prose.
>
> We also have a sophomore required writing course that is somewhat WAC
> oriented.
>
> -=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
> Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
>                 Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
> =-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
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Theresa Enos wrote:
 
> I'm sorry I posted this to the WPA-L; I meant to post it to Tom Miller.
> But then I would like to hear from some of you of topics of interest for
> conference fora next summer.
>
> At 09:33 AM 2/9/98 -0700, you wrote:
> >Do you think a forum or roundtable at WPA conference on this would attract
> >interest?  Who would be on it?  You? Schwalm? High school teacher(s)?
> >Two-year college teacher(s)?  (If these last 2, do you have suggestions for
> >names?)
> >
 
  Teresa,
 
   Actually, I am glad you misposted your original message because I think the
relationship overall between secondary and postsecondary institutions regarding
writing instruction is a sorely neglected area.  We are not talking to one
another in any consistent or responsible fashion, at least as far as I can
see.  There are exceptions of course, but they are just that--exceptions to the
norm.  So, to get back to your posted questions, I would be interested in
talking to and working with individuals who are working regularly with
secondary institutions.
 
Mark Wiley
CSULB
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> On Mon, 9 Feb 1998, Don Bushman wrote:
>
> Chet:If the publisher of this particular _Who's Who_ book is Marquis
> (pronounced Mar-kwis), they're a "vanity" publisher that puts out a lot
> of such books targeting different regions of the country and different
> professions.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Don,
    Speaking specifically of Marquis publishing, I got this possibly
positive response from writer Janet Bone on another list with regard to
_their_ Who's Who products     C.P.
 
-       -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -
I've been in _Who's Who of American Women_ since 1983 (check your library
if you're curious as to why), and bought the book only once. Marquis and
similar outfits use the marketing strategy of soliciting; then they pitch
the book purchase. However, I keep the listing, and am actually updating
my bio for the upcoming edition. They won't send you the book unless you
pay for it.  But you don't need to buy the book, placque, certificates,
etc. at any point. Return the listing and you're in. Permanently, I think.
 
Since my career has been that of a writer first, teacher second, I have
used the listing as an additional credential. To those who don't know,
including much of the business world, it's a good thing. Of course, I'd
like to think the citation is backed up with a solid background.
 
I'd think the appropriateness of inclusion on this one is nullified by the
widespread mailing. However, there have been times I've been told that the
listing has gotten me an interview for a freelance writing assignment. I
can probably credit the listing with over $3K of work.
 
jan
janetbone@delphi.com
posted 2/9
 
P.S. Back when I was doing the first edition of my film book, more than 20
years ago, I used the Who's Who in America listings to find contact
addresses for film celebs. It got me interviews with Edith Head and
others, and eventually an invitation through his secretary to visit Gene
Kelly's home, where I picked a lemon off his backyard lemon tree, again
with permission...my first look at California, and amazement that citrus
really did grow on trees! Also Kelly's home phone number and an hour-long
interview... Film book now in 5th edition....
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Though I am not in the same profession as you. Over the years many of my
co-workers and I have received similar letters. I do not want to call this a
scam, but the only people who get copies of this publication are those
people who send in money. These publications are not sent to university, or
libraries or any other institution. I found they do not benefit you career
wise.
 
I am just going by my experience, this also could be a legitimate offer.
Anyway it warrants further investigation.
-----Original Message-----
From: Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown <cpryor@dgs.dgsys.com>
To: Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@asuvm.inre.asu.edu>; NCTE College
Hangout <college-talk@serv1.ncte.org>
Date: Sunday, February 08, 1998 4:20 PM
Subject: What Is _Who's Who Among Teachers_?
 
 
>     Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
>have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
>Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
>being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
>the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
>each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
>got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
>whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
>letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
>purchase the volumes.
>
>    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
>    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
>
>
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     I have a foundation grant form in the typewriter for underwriting
summer conference costs.  The form is due on the grants administrator's
desk Wednesday February 11th.  I'm aware that the conference brochure has
yet to be mailed, but it would be helpful to me if someone familiar with
such things could email me privately the proposed conference fee amount
and the proposed lodging costs.  My apologies for sending to the list.
 
    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
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Mark, Theresa, David, and all--Some of us have experiences with dual credit
 courses going back quite a few years now with a variety of institutions.  We
probably have a lot to offer, both in the way of cautions and positive advice
as well as about ways that we might encourage colleges and schools to set
standards for themselves that other institutions would be likely to find
acceptable (persuasive?).  I think this knowledge is well worth sharing.
 I think Chris Anson and I go back about twenty years in our experience with
such programs, and I bet a lot of other people on the list do too--including
people who have been and still are sharply critical about such programs.
There are a number of frames that might shape a discussion in useful ways:
David's list of the questions encountered in Arizona touches on some of the
 
key areas.  I think a bit more formal approach to the topic might be good.
 
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSchweg@URIACC.URI.EDU
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i've gotten burned more often by having my oral language repeated, but once
i had a message forwarded to someone i didn't want to read it.  i didn't suffer
any particular consequences, but it was a little awkward.
 
i'm in class, and my students are busy giving each other feedback on their
papers.  i've got to start circulating around the room.
love, dad
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Chuck:
How does one request the 3 score AP exams?  Was this something you worked
out with your admissions office and ETS?  I'm asking because we have
finally gotten admissions here to acknowledge that AP scores of 3 on
writing might not be much of an indication of college level writing.  I'd
like to press the point while we have their attention.
Gail
 
______________________________________________________________________________
Gail Stygall <stygall@u.washington.edu>              (206) 543-2190
Director, Expository Writing Program
Editor, _CCCC Bibliography of Composition and Rhetoric_
English, Box 354330, University of Washington, Seattle WA 98195-4330
______________________________________________________________________________
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I was nominated to Who's Who Among America's Teachers by a student who really
struggled in one of my classes, and who, as one of the few African American
students on the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute campus (largely white male in
population), had a real ax to grind against the system.  Being nominated by this
student (who was named in the letter sent to me by Who's Who) is an honor
greater than any I have ever received.  I proudly list it on my c.v.
 
Roxanne Mountford
 
 
Mike Sturdivant wrote:
 
> Though I am not in the same profession as you. Over the years many of my
> co-workers and I have received similar letters. I do not want to call this a
> scam, but the only people who get copies of this publication are those
> people who send in money. These publications are not sent to university, or
> libraries or any other institution. I found they do not benefit you career
> wise.
>
> I am just going by my experience, this also could be a legitimate offer.
> Anyway it warrants further investigation.
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown <cpryor@dgs.dgsys.com>
> To: Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@asuvm.inre.asu.edu>; NCTE College
> Hangout <college-talk@serv1.ncte.org>
> Date: Sunday, February 08, 1998 4:20 PM
> Subject: What Is _Who's Who Among Teachers_?
>
> >     Several instructors here at Montgomery College, including myself,
> >have received identical form-letters from an organization named _Who's Who
> >Among Teachers_.  The letters all read, "I am proud to congratulate you on
> >being selected by your former student(s) for inclusion...."  Along with
> >the form letter is a `pre-publication' order form for the purchase ($68.95
> >each) of books with our names included.  When a young assistant professor
> >got her second form-letter yesterday, I began to scratch my head.  The
> >whole thing seems harmless enough, but I'm curious who else also got these
> >letters and just how professionally enhancing they see this opportunity to
> >purchase the volumes.
> >
> >    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
> >    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
> >
> >
 
 
 
--
Roxanne D. Mountford, PhD   roxanne@u.arizona.edu
Rhetoric, Composition and the    520-621-3866
 Teaching of English Program
Department of English
University of Arizona
ML 434
Tucson, AZ  85721
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 9 Feb 1998 19:06:48 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/09/98 18:41
 
Well, Russ (or "dad"), guess what message went to WPA-L instead of to
whomever? But that's ok because it brings up a issue of great interest to me.
I have used email to keep in touch with my children while they were away at
college (even when they were on the term abroad semesters in Bolivia and Costa
Rica), and it has been a wonderful communication experience. I've saved
everything, and the stuff is priceless--little euphoric bursts late at night,
a few laments, a lot of ribbing, hilarious narratives, and generally a lot
more contact than we would get on the phone or in snail mail. It seems to be
the perfect medium, not as time-consuming and premeditated as a letter yet
allowing a bit more time for thought and creativity than a phone call. Anyone
else doing this, besides me and Russ? In any case, it's nice to know that Russ
is just like his students--doing his email when he's supposed to be attending
to classwork.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 9 Feb 1998 08:06:12 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Hi Gail,
 
Someone else may have more recent information, but we did it through our Associate
Dean; she apparently received a letter with a contact person and ETS was very
willing to send the essays to us.  I would guess that someone in Admissions also
could help.  Perhaps someone on the list knows a specific contact person at
ETS....
 
I wish I could be of more help.  I do not think we should be too surprised at the
great variance in quality in these essays; it has been a while since I read AP,
but as far as I remember, each of the three essays is only read once and scored on
a 9-point scale.  ETS then uses some kind of mathematical correlation among the
essay scores while perhaps adding in the quantitative score as well in order to
determine reliability.
 
Gail Stygall wrote:
 
> Chuck:
> How does one request the 3 score AP exams?  Was this something you worked
> out with your admissions office and ETS?  I'm asking because we have
> finally gotten admissions here to acknowledge that AP scores of 3 on
> writing might not be much of an indication of college level writing.  I'd
> like to press the point while we have their attention.
> Gail
>
> ______________________________________________________________________________
> Gail Stygall <stygall@u.washington.edu>              (206) 543-2190
> Director, Expository Writing Program
> Editor, _CCCC Bibliography of Composition and Rhetoric_
> English, Box 354330, University of Washington, Seattle WA 98195-4330
> ______________________________________________________________________________
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 04:24:58 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Fulkerson <dick_fulkerson@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC sites
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Hey, it's nice to know that you're appreciated!
 
>
Richard Fulkerson
Director of English Graduate Studies
Department of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Commerce, TX 75429
 
Home            (903) 886 3397
Office          (903) 886 5271
 
E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
 
                *******************************************************
                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
                I, of course, oppose it.
                *******************************************************
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 04:30:07 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Fulkerson <dick_fulkerson@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: [college-talk] What Is _Who's Who Among Teachers_?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
I received one of the Who's Who invites several years ago.  I thought it was
probably a scam.
 
But then I happened to find the former student of mine who had nominated me.
An adult student that I admired.
 
I didn't buy the book--but I confess that ego got to me and I did buy a
nice-looking plaque.
 
 
>
Richard Fulkerson
Director of English Graduate Studies
Department of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Commerce, TX 75429
 
Home            (903) 886 3397
Office          (903) 886 5271
 
E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
 
                *******************************************************
                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
                I, of course, oppose it.
                *******************************************************
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 04:36:33 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Fulkerson <dick_fulkerson@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC sites
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Great to hear about the baby.  I trust you life has changed--somewhat.  I'll
see you in Chicago??
 
>
Richard Fulkerson
Director of English Graduate Studies
Department of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Commerce, TX 75429
 
Home            (903) 886 3397
Office          (903) 886 5271
 
E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
 
                *******************************************************
                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
                I, of course, oppose it.
                *******************************************************
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 9 Feb 1998 23:08:41 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.WNT.3.96.980208082621.-102347A-100000@msuacad.morehead-st.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
The best location for the arguments against AP is Mahala, D. and M.
Vivion, "The Role of AP and the Composition Program."  WPA, 1993, 17.1-2:
43-57. Nonetheless, I do not find their argument convincing, since many
studies (including an unpublished one of my own) have shown that students
passing AP (or a similar demanding test), even at the 3 level, do as well
or better in later college courses as those passing comp with A or B
grades. Furthermore, most successful AP students do not use their credits
by examination to abbreviate their college work but rather to move it to a
higher level. What AP has that dual enrollment does not have is a serious
assessment of student performance, not just seat time in a high school
class redefined as a college one.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 07:41:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Reiss <dreiss@INFI.NET>
Subject:      Re: electronic portfolios
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Nick and Barbara--
 
Thanks for the info on electronic portfolios. I can't yet say that "we" are
using them when at the moment so far as I can tell, I am the only person at
my community college doing so--though one colleague is likely to join me in
the experiment soon.
 
I read Yancey & Weiser's book and followed up on a Chronicle article about
Kalamazoo College to construct my model--a simple college webfolio students
can build while they're at TCC plus a course-specific model for each of my
own classes. My online students last semester were the first to use them.
An on-site class did them as well, but lack of access to computers created
some obstacles for them.
 
This semester, 1 online and 2 onsite classes will use the updated
templates, and in the fall, I hope to present the models to my colleagues.
 
I look forward to exploring Peg Syverson's project and hope list members
will post other examples.
 
Here are our projects from fall 1997--my first effort--and suggestions are
welcome.
 
online humanities elective
http://www.tc.cc.va.us/tcresourc/faculty/tcreisd/techarts/studwebs.htm
 
second semester comp (writing-intensive intro to lit) both online and onsite
http://www.tc.cc.va.us/tcresourc/faculty/tcreisd/litintro/1297fhom.htm
 
And here are the templates for spring 98 so far (first-year comp template
still under development):
 
http://www.tc.cc.va.us/tcresourc/faculty/tcreisd/dreiss/webfolio.htm
http://www.tc.cc.va.us/tcresourc/faculty/tcreisd/litintro/eng112xx.htm
--
Donna Reiss <tcreisd@vb.tc.cc.va.us>
English-Humanities Division, Tidewater Community College
1700 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23456
phone 757-321-7364  fax 757-427-0327
http://www.tc.cc.va.us/tcresourc/faculty/tcreisd/
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 07:25:16 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Pat Stephens Williams <patsw@SIU.EDU>
Subject:      CCCC in Chicago - Ramada
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
If I'm repeating a request - sorry.  I've just received a letter from the
Palmer House saying they are full (I sent my request weeks ago) and they
have forwarded my registration to the Ramada at 520 S. Michigan Ave.  Can
anyone tell me how far this is from the Palmer House?  Is this close enough
to walk - safely?  Is there an alternative if it isn't close or safe?  Thanks.
 
Pat
 
Pat Stephens Williams
WAC/CAC Coordinator, ASA
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, IL 62901
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 08:29:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jena' Burges <jburges@LONGWOOD.LWC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
As a former AP teacher in a small, isolated school district, I can attest to
the power of this serious assessment to which Ed refers.  It's what makes it
possible to hold students to serious standards, in the face of tremendous
parental and administrative pressure to reduce expectations of quality and
quantity of work.  Absent the kinds of support and development described by
Chris Anson in the dual enrollment program she directs, the external
standard represented by the test supports teachers who want to teach
college-level courses at -- gasp -- the college level.
 
The other point I'd like to make: the 67% of students scoring 3 and above
represent a rather small proportion of those who actually took AP courses.
I'm not sure what the figures are, but my sense is that fewer than 50% of
the students who take the courses actually go on to sit for the exams.  And
it's 67% of THOSE students who score 3 or above -- in other words, maybe
roughly a quarter of kids taking AP classes end up "passing" (in the sense
that they are eligible for some kind of college credit).  This is vastly
different from dual enrollment courses, where most of the kids who enter the
class probably end up passing it.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Jena A. Burges
Assistant Professor of English
Director of Freshman Writing
Longwood College
201 High Street
Farmville, VA  23909
(804)395-2175
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 07:56:31 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Martha A. Townsend" <writmat@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98020919065020@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
>Anyone
>else doing this, besides me and Russ?
 
Well, yes, but ironically I use it to keep in touch with our two college
children, both of whom live at home with us and attend the university I
teach at!  Our schedules are so disparate that I barely see them at home or
on campus.  It takes too long to leave written notes at home, where they're
likely to be misplaced or shredded by the dogs anyway.  Today's college
students respond to the email medium.  Like you, David, mine have told me
things via email that they'd probably never say in person.  Another
interesting angle: the posts they receive from others and then forward to
me, for my edification or amusement.
 
Marty Townsend
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 08:23:55 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC in Chicago - Ramada
In-Reply-To:  <199802101325.HAA36852@saluki-mail.siu.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
If you're booked into the Ramada Congress, you're both close to the Palmer
House and in a safe part of the city.  (Though one always needs to be
cautious in all big-city neighborhoods.)  The two hotels are four blocks
apart.
 
David Jolliffe
DePaul, Chicago
 
On Tue, 10 Feb 1998, Pat Stephens Williams wrote:
 
> If I'm repeating a request - sorry.  I've just received a letter from the
> Palmer House saying they are full (I sent my request weeks ago) and they
> have forwarded my registration to the Ramada at 520 S. Michigan Ave.  Can
> anyone tell me how far this is from the Palmer House?  Is this close enough
> to walk - safely?  Is there an alternative if it isn't close or safe?  Thanks.
>
> Pat
>
> Pat Stephens Williams
> WAC/CAC Coordinator, ASA
> Southern Illinois University
> Carbondale, IL 62901
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 06:30:42 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC in Chicago - Ramada
In-Reply-To:  <199802101325.HAA36852@saluki-mail.siu.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Pat and others--the Ramada is the overflow hotel for the conference and as
such has conference rates for us which were negotiated by the folks at
NCTE.   The map at the back of the conference preview shows its location;
are there Chicagoans out there who can vouch for safety walking at night?
I'm out of my element on that one.
 
Sue McLeod
 
>If I'm repeating a request - sorry.  I've just received a letter from the
>Palmer House saying they are full (I sent my request weeks ago) and they
>have forwarded my registration to the Ramada at 520 S. Michigan Ave.  Can
>anyone tell me how far this is from the Palmer House?  Is this close enough
>to walk - safely?  Is there an alternative if it isn't close or safe?  Thanks.
>
>Pat
>
>Pat Stephens Williams
>WAC/CAC Coordinator, ASA
>Southern Illinois University
>Carbondale, IL 62901
 
 
Susan McLeod, Chair
Department of English
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
Tel. (509)335-2581
Fax  (509)335-2582
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 06:47:35 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98020919065020@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Yes indeed!  Like Marty, I keep in touch with both college-age kids who are
in town but have busy lives;  I also (get this) keep in touch with my
parents who are in their mid 80s and decided they needed to get with the
program and learn about computers.  My dad was never much for writing
letters--being the strong, silent type--but he now sends me and the kids
jokes and little notes about the family (even recipes) on a regular basis
with this wonderful new toy.  It keeps the generations in touch, and I must
say I treasure every message.
 
Sue McLeod
 
 
>Well, Russ (or "dad"), guess what message went to WPA-L instead of to
>whomever? But that's ok because it brings up a issue of great interest to me.
>I have used email to keep in touch with my children while they were away at
>college (even when they were on the term abroad semesters in Bolivia and Costa
>Rica), and it has been a wonderful communication experience. I've saved
>everything, and the stuff is priceless--little euphoric bursts late at night,
>a few laments, a lot of ribbing, hilarious narratives, and generally a lot
>more contact than we would get on the phone or in snail mail. It seems to be
>the perfect medium, not as time-consuming and premeditated as a letter yet
>allowing a bit more time for thought and creativity than a phone call. Anyone
>else doing this, besides me and Russ? In any case, it's nice to know that Russ
>is just like his students--doing his email when he's supposed to be attending
>to classwork.
>
>-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
>___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
>___6001 South Power Road
>___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
 
 
Susan McLeod, Chair
Department of English
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
Tel. (509)335-2581
Fax  (509)335-2582
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 08:50:13 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Barry Maid <bmmaid@UALR.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
 
Dave--
 
>Anyone
>else doing this, besides me and Russ?
 
I thought all of us who have kids with email were doing it.
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 10:11:48 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karin Evans <karine@ELMHURST.EDU>
Organization: Elmhurst College
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Laura, my three-year old, dictates email to her dad to send me at my
office.  Last night she dictated email to me to send to her friend
Veronica, who is four.  Veronica's mom will read it to her.  I can see
where THIS is going.  Maybe it will save wear and tear on our phones
when she hits puberty.
 
Karin
 
 
Barry Maid wrote:
 
> Dave--
>
> >Anyone
> >else doing this, besides me and Russ?
>
> I thought all of us who have kids with email were doing it.
>
> Barry Maid
> bmmaid@ualr.edu
 
 
 
--
 
Karin Evans, Ph.D.
Department of English     Elmhurst College
190 Prospect Ave.    Elmhurst, IL 60126-3296
630-617-3134       karine@elmhurst.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 08:09:14 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/10/98 06:54
 
Note-shredding dogs are another thing that Marty and I have in common. The dog
does not eat my email.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 08:10:46 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC in Chicago - Ramada
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/10/98 07:27
 
David, I am attending the NCA convention prior to 4C's and we are staying at
the Hyatt at Wacker and Michigan. Is there any point in changing hotels? Is
that a tolerable walk?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 10:14:16 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karen Greenberg <kgreenbe@SHIVA.HUNTER.CUNY.EDU>
Subject:      Re: My Comments on the CBW-L List (fwd)
X-To:         Eric Hibbison <bohemian@richmond.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Mon, 9 Feb 1998, Eric Hibbison wrote:
>Greenberg, whose BW text we use, makes the transition
>seem exciting.  I haven't yet seen movement of BW faculty
>from state-supported colleges and universities to
>community colleges.  I wonder where they are going at CUNY.
>Those who can manage will probably turn this apparent
>setback into an opportunity.
 
Dear Eric and Colleagues,
 
Your posting taught me a lot about the potential for e-mail to
miscommunicate.  The last thing I ever intended to imply in my original
posting was that the forced movement of underprepared students from
four-year colleges to community colleges is "exciting" or an "opportunity"
for anyone who cares about these students.  I am appalled and enraged at the
fact that my university (which pioneered special courses for open admissions
students) is currently denying inexperienced writers and ESL writers access
to the courses they need to make the transition to the academic literacy
requirements of college-level coursework.  The way in which the senior
colleges do this is not "exciting"; it is nasty, sneaky, and cruel:  They
accept these students for a semester (in order to get state funds for them),
and then they throw them out (or send them a letter telling them to apply to
one of the CUNY community colleges) after the students fail a basic skills
course or test.
 
My beef with Ira Shor's JBW diatribe about basic writing as "Our Apartheid"
is that his entire argument is fallacious and self-serving (i.e., an
advertisement for his books and a recommendation seemingly aimed at the
administrators who look to him for guidance about remediation--which is an
awful irony since Shor is a Graduate Center professor not a basic skills
teacher or coordinator).  Shor's alternative to basic skills courses for
students who may not have read a book or written an essay during their
twelve years in elementary and secondary schools is to put them in
college-level "critical classrooms [that] would invite students to focus on
their everyday life in the system causing our problems"  and provide them
with a curriculum focusing on "political empowerment and cultural
democracy."   Fine and dandy, except that this spring, CUNY administrators
ignored Shor's Freirian curriculum and used his argument to deny students
who scored low on the CUNY placement test entrance to the four-year
colleges.  Hundreds of students who used to populate our basic skills and
ESL courses are no longer at Hunter or the other CUNY senior colleges.
Where are they?   (Not at our community colleges, whose enrollments are down.)
 
For those of us who have devoted our entire academic careers to helping
these students, this fiasco is a nightmare not an "opportunity."  I HATE it!
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen
 
Prof. Karen L. Greenberg
Department of English
Hunter College, CUNY
phone:  (212) 772-5175
fax:    (516) 766-3805
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 10:06:54 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Dr. Nancy H. Blattner" <nblattner@SEMOVM.SEMO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Marty,
I know this is slightly strange, but I had a note to email you today and
since I'm mainly working from home since my surgery I'm using this reply
function to tell you 2 things that have nothing to do with the message
below.  I hope you'll excuse any impropriety I've just caused.
 
First, thank you for your note/card.  I am doing well and will ease back
into work in the next few days/weeks.  First, I'll teach and then I'll
resume my office duties; my desk, I'm told, just keeps getting more full.
I'm fortunate in that my lab work came back benign and I've had very little
pain, so I have no complaints.
 
Secondly, I was hoping I could suggest a breakout session for the cWa
meeting in the fall.  I think we need to discuss the implications of
delivering dual-credit courses via ITV.  This practice is on the rise in
southeast Missouri, and I suspect, that the trend will be pervasive
throughout the state.  If you think this topic would be useful and if
there's room for it, I'd be happy to organize the breakout sesssion.  Just
let me know sometime later this year.
 
I hope your semester has gotten off to a good start.  Take care and stay in
touch.
 
 
 
At 07:56 AM 2/10/98 -0600, you wrote:
>>Anyone
>>else doing this, besides me and Russ?
>
>Well, yes, but ironically I use it to keep in touch with our two college
>children, both of whom live at home with us and attend the university I
>teach at!  Our schedules are so disparate that I barely see them at home or
>on campus.  It takes too long to leave written notes at home, where they're
>likely to be misplaced or shredded by the dogs anyway.  Today's college
>students respond to the email medium.  Like you, David, mine have told me
>things via email that they'd probably never say in person.  Another
>interesting angle: the posts they receive from others and then forward to
>me, for my edification or amusement.
>
>Marty Townsend
>
 
 
 
Dr. Nancy Blattner
nblattner@semovm.semo.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 09:49:42 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Dennis Baron <debaron@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC in Chicago - Ramada
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98021008104739@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/enriched; charset="us-ascii"
 
The Hyatt is not only a tolerable walk (10-15 mins, tops, depending on whether you have a headwind or a tailwind) but it's a much better hotel.Stay put, is my advice. Also, what will make the Palmer House-Ramada trek safest at night is numbers, so stay in groups!
 
 
Dennis
 
_____
 
Dennis Baron, Acting Head       <italic>phone: </italic>217-333-2390
 
Department of English           <italic>fax: </italic>217-333-4321
 
University of Illinois          <italic>email: </italic>debaron@uiuc.edu
 
608 S. Wright Street            http://www.english.uiuc.edu/baron
 
Urbana, IL 61801
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 10:21:17 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eric Crump <eric@SERV1.NCTE.ORG>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
In-Reply-To:  <01ITEQ9Y83CI000UWO@UALR.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Tue, 10 Feb 1998, Barry Maid wrote:
->
->I thought all of us who have kids with email were doing it.
 
Yep. Even my 5-year-old, who is with her mommy all day long, writes her
email most evenings just to say 'hi mommy. I love you." She's too wildly
busy during the day to say it, I guess. So this is an early start, I
guess, to what Marty observes about revealing in email what is often
unspoken f2f.
 
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 08:45:00 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Hotel alert
In-Reply-To:  <199802100436.EAA05478@etsuodt.TAMU-Commerce.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Can everyone stand one more warning about CCCC hotels?  Like many, I got
two confirmations, one (in December) at the lower rate, and then a later
one at the higher rate.  I called and they changed it back to the lower
rate ($145 for a double).  Yesterday I got my credit card info. and found
that I had been charged for one night's lodging (to hold my room) at the
_higher_ rate.  So when your credit card bill comes, read it carefully and
use those good assertive skills you have learned as a WPA to get the proper
billing.  (I called the Palmer House and had to go up the food chain in
order to get them to agree to charge me at the rate that the reservation
guaranteed.  The first person I spoke to told me that in order to change
the rate she would have to cancel my reservation, and since they were sold
out, I'd lose the room.  Oh, please!)
 
Sue McLeod
 
Susan McLeod, Chair
Department of English
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
(509) 335-2581
fax: (509) 335-2582
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 08:40:56 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         SUSAN TAYLOR <taylors@NEVADA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.LNX.3.95.980210101924.28985C-100000@serv1.ncte.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
My sister, who is nine months pregnant, writes me via email constantly.
She's home until the birth (approx. two weeks from now) and has kept me
aprised of my parents craziness -- it's the first grandchild in the clan
-- and uses her posts as therapy.  Also, my folks and I write each other
occasionally -- it can sure save on long-distance bills.
_________________________________________________________________________
Susan L. Taylor                         University of Nevada Las Vegas
Director of Composition                 4505 Maryland Parkway
Phone: (702) 895-4186                   PO Box 455018
Fax: (702) 895-4801                     LV, NV 89154-5011
 
        "When I dare to be powerful -- to use my strength in the service
         of my vision, then it becomes less and less important, whether
         I am afraid."  --- Audre Lorde
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 09:22:21 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         SUSAN TAYLOR <taylors@NEVADA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Hotel alert
In-Reply-To:  <l03010d07b1063367cf6d@[134.121.50.17]>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
_________________________________________________________________________
Susan L. Taylor                         University of Nevada Las Vegas
Director of Composition                 4505 Maryland Parkway
Phone: (702) 895-4186                   PO Box 455018
Fax: (702) 895-4801                     LV, NV 89154-5011
 
        "When I dare to be powerful -- to use my strength in the service
         of my vision, then it becomes less and less important, whether
         I am afraid."  --- Audre Lorde
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 11:07:47 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Hyatt Regency
 
I have booked a room at the Hyatt Regency for both the NCA convention and the
4Cs. Phew! I'm staying for a total of 8 nights. The Hyatt is giving me six
nights at the convention rate of $102 per night. The last two nights--are you
sitting down?--are $255 each. Now, the Hyatt is a little over a half mile from
the PH, a pleasant walk past exotic boutiques, I am assured. But oooooooooooo!
I don't think I can sleep in a $255 hotal room. Any chance of the C's trying
to strike a deal with the Hyatt, now that the PH is full?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 12:05:08 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CCCC in Chicago - Ramada
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98021008104739@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
It's a very tolerable walk, with lots of pleasant diversions along the
way.  I'd peg it at 15 minutes walking at a comfortable pace.
 
David Jolliffe
DePaul, Chicago
 
On Tue, 10 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> David, I am attending the NCA convention prior to 4C's and we are staying at
> the Hyatt at Wacker and Michigan. Is there any point in changing hotels? Is
> that a tolerable walk?
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 00:23:44 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      AP
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Ed's post about AP is an important bit of evidence, but "success in college"
is only one indicator that I find useful.  I would want to throw another
element into the mix:  a specific benchmark of achievement as measured
(holistically? analytically?) by informed scorers.
 
That is, in order to feel comfortable giving a student credit for a college
course, I want to feel assured that the student can demonstrate a level of
writing ability that is at least roughly equivalent to the students who
complete that course at my institution.  Now I know how hard it is to
determine that level of ability, but in most of our comp courses, we have
figured out a set of outcomes and expectations. We even ought to be able to
produce anchor papers that we could use to prepare a rubric for a holistic
scoring session. We could then apply our expectations (and grading criteria)
to the essays produced by AP students, or CLEP students, or students who come
in with high school portfolios, etc.  If we can't, then we might want to
develop a meaningful set of criteria and expectations so that we could better
inform and place students--as well as give them the credit they deserve.
 
None of this is very scientific, but then neither is an AP exam.  That most
students who take the AP exam succeed in college is not surprising:   they are
probably the most highly motivated of all h.s. students.  What is less clear
to me is that these students have achieved a level of proficiency sufficient
for me to want to exempt them from a course or give them credit, especially if
they have earned only a "3" on the exam.
 
Of course, many colleges grant credit for a "3" simply because it helps
persuade students to enroll at their particular institution.  This is not a
trivial policy; in fact,  it is part of the juggernaut that is AP:  AP
succeeds because it is good for h.s. teachers, good for h.s. students, and
economic for most students and their parents because they gain credits and
shorten college time.
 
One last item:  I have always wondered how high school teachers would feel if
middle school teachers gave their students AP exams that then exempted those
students from h.s. English courses.  I would wager that most h.s. teachers
would be uneasy....   As a college teacher, I want students placed in
appropriate and demanding courses, but that's a very different issue from
exempting them altogether on the basis of a course they take a year before
they come to college, even if  that course is an excellent one.
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 13:37:41 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Rebecca Rickly <barthes@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98021008091568@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
My situation is a bit different:  my mother, now retired and living in Sun
City Center, FL, just got a computer for Xmas, and we came down to set her
up with an ISP recently.  Suddenly I'm communicating with her almost
*daily* over email (we used to engage in short phone calls perhaps twice a
month)--and like you all have noted, we're broaching on subjects I never
thought my mother and I would go near.  I'm getting to know an amazing
person on line, one who I might not have known otherwise.  I hope those
of you communicating with your children have the same wonderful
experience!
 
--Becky
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 12:50:50 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Hyatt Regency
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98021011074901@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
David, you should plan on voting in Chicago since you're staying
practically long enough to establish residency.  Vote early, vote often,
we say here in Chicago.
 
On Tue, 10 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> I have booked a room at the Hyatt Regency for both the NCA convention and the
> 4Cs. Phew! I'm staying for a total of 8 nights. The Hyatt is giving me six
> nights at the convention rate of $102 per night. The last two nights--are you
> sitting down?--are $255 each. Now, the Hyatt is a little over a half mile from
> the PH, a pleasant walk past exotic boutiques, I am assured. But oooooooooooo!
> I don't think I can sleep in a $255 hotal room. Any chance of the C's trying
> to strike a deal with the Hyatt, now that the PH is full?
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 14:12:50 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Russ Larson <ENG_LARSON@ONLINE.EMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
Mea culpa.  My apologies to the list for my carelessness.
 
I prefer to lurk, saving my email for friends, family, and official stuff, but
since I'm here, I might as well contribute.  I have four children living in
various parts of the United States, and email is an important link, particularly with Brian.  Email is directlt responsible for improving our communication
and strengthening our relationship.  By the way, if you want to find out more about how an interest in computers can lead to a career without any formal
training, visit his webpage at BL.net.  He encourages me to invite others to
visit.
 
Russ
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 14:21:52 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Joseph Harris <jharris+@PITT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.95.980210133308.13794E-100000@joust.rs.itd.umich.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Reading through this string reminds me that Janet Carey Eldred has just
published a beautiful--incisive and moving--piece on communicating with her
mother via email, a crespeaker, the phone, and other technologies.  See her
"The Technology of Voice" in the October 97 _CCC_.
 
Joe Harris
 
 
>My situation is a bit different:  my mother, now retired and living in Sun
>City Center, FL, just got a computer for Xmas, and we came down to set her
>up with an ISP recently.  Suddenly I'm communicating with her almost
>*daily* over email (we used to engage in short phone calls perhaps twice a
>month)--and like you all have noted, we're broaching on subjects I never
>thought my mother and I would go near.  I'm getting to know an amazing
>person on line, one who I might not have known otherwise.  I hope those
>of you communicating with your children have the same wonderful
>experience!
>
>--Becky
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 13:54:38 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bob Schwegler <RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon, 9 Feb 1998 23:08:41 -0800 from
              <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
Ed,
If a dual enrollment has the papers produced by the students, how can we
conclude that it does not have a serious assessment of student performance.
Aren't the papers both the performance and the assessment of the performance?
Wouldn't adding something like an AP test be simply adding an indirect measure
on top of a direct one?
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program
University of Rhode IsLand
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 13:59:31 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Bergmann <bergmann@UMR.EDU>
Subject:      Re: electronic portfolios
In-Reply-To:  <c=US%a=_%p=AAHE%l=AAHEPDC1-980209205042Z-3049@aahepdc1.aah e.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Barbara, I will be attending this meetin, and am interested in considering
this idea for possible application to WAC program/Writing Intensive Course
assessment.  So please include me in the meeting.
 
Linda Begmann
 
At 03:50 PM 2/9/98 -0500, you wrote:
>At the June 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, I am convening a group of
>people interested in discussing exactly what Susan is asking about. If
>anyone on this list will be attending the conference (June 13-17 in
>Cincinnati) and would like to be included in the meeting, please let me
>know. AAHE and the Council of Independent Colleges are teaming up on
>this one to see if we can cook up a project about portfolios for
>purposes beyond the single classroom.
>____________________________
>Barbara L. Cambridge
>Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
>One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
>Washington, DC 20036
>(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
>FAX (202) 293-0073
>bcambridge@aahe.org
 
 
Linda S. Bergmann
Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
University of Missouri-Rolla
Rolla, MO  65409
 
(573) 341-4685
 
bergmann@umr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 13:55:52 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irvin Peckham <peckham@UNOMAHA.EDU>
Organization: University of Nebraska at Omaha
Subject:      Re: My Comments on the CBW-L List (fwd)
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Karen:
I can understand your anger at what you perceive as dumping students.  I didn't
see Ira's "diatribe" in JBW--I do want to say that I would be surprised if it were
a diatribe.  He doesn't seem to me to diatribe usually.  At any rate, it was
unclear to me from your post how the administrators were using his arguments about
the so-called basic writer issue to dump students out of college?
Irv
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 13:22:12 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Hyatt Regency
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/10/98 11:55
 
Not only am I staying a long time, but I think I can consider myself a
taxpayer.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 15:19:11 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Nick Carbone <nickc@ENGLISH.UMASS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Russ Larson and Family Email
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.95.980210133308.13794E-100000@joust.rs.itd.umich.edu>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On this subject, email to reach family, a wonderful resource is Janet
Carey Eldred's "The Technology of Voice" from one or two _CCC_'s ago.
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu, but coming to you via nickc@english.umass.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 13:30:33 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/10/98 12:26
 
Bob, we generally tend not to accept grades as an assessment measure--whether
or not we use assessment as a barrier. In other words, I would be reluctant to
assume that because 50% of students in ENG 101 get an A that 50% of the
students are exceeding the competencies of the course in an exceptional
manner. I would rather look at a reasonable sample of the papers to see if our
grading is a resonable reflection of the competencies we have established for
the course.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 15:24:49 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Earl Hawley <EarlH@HCC.CC.IL.US>
Subject:      Ramada Rate
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
 
Just made reservations at the Ramada and the rate quoted is $90 for a 1 =
bed/1person.  FYI.
 
Earl Hawley
Heartland Community College
1226 Towanda Ave.
Bloomingont, IL  61701
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 15:52:56 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Nancy Blattner <nblattner@SEMOVM.SEMO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: electronic portfolios
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Linda,
I had just earlier today written Jane Frick of the MO cWa and asked if she
had your email address, so imagine my surprise when I saw a message from you
on the WPA-L.  Pardon me for writing you using the reply function, but I'm
at home recovering from surgery and don't have all my email addresses here.
 
My stepson is at Rolla now, and he was wondering if your campus has any
immediate plans to put Windows 98 on the campus computers.  Do you know?
Are any changes planned?  He wants to upgrade/outfit his older computer and
would like for it to be compatible with whatever will be available on campus.
 
Thanks for responding to this.
 
Are you going to AP?  I got the invitation yesterday.
 
Nancy Blattner, Southeast MO State University
nblattner@semovm.semo.edu
 
>Barbara, I will be attending this meetin, and am interested in considering
>this idea for possible application to WAC program/Writing Intensive Course
>assessment.  So please include me in the meeting.
>
>Linda Begmann
>
>At 03:50 PM 2/9/98 -0500, you wrote:
>>At the June 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, I am convening a group of
>>people interested in discussing exactly what Susan is asking about. If
>>anyone on this list will be attending the conference (June 13-17 in
>>Cincinnati) and would like to be included in the meeting, please let me
>>know. AAHE and the Council of Independent Colleges are teaming up on
>>this one to see if we can cook up a project about portfolios for
>>purposes beyond the single classroom.
>>____________________________
>>Barbara L. Cambridge
>>Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
>>One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
>>Washington, DC 20036
>>(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
>>FAX (202) 293-0073
>>bcambridge@aahe.org
>
>
>Linda S. Bergmann
>Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
>University of Missouri-Rolla
>Rolla, MO  65409
>
>(573) 341-4685
>
>bergmann@umr.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 17:13:29 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Barbara Cambridge <bcambridge@AAHE.ORG>
Subject:      Re: electronic portfolios
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
I'll be glad to add your name to the list. When we get a concrete time
and place, I'll let people know.
____________________________
Barbara L. Cambridge
Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
FAX (202) 293-0073
bcambridge@aahe.org
 
 
>----------
>From:  Linda Bergmann[SMTP:bergmann@UMR.EDU]
>Sent:  Tuesday, February 10, 1998 2:59 PM
>To:    WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
>Subject:       Re: electronic portfolios
>
>Barbara, I will be attending this meetin, and am interested in considering
>this idea for possible application to WAC program/Writing Intensive Course
>assessment.  So please include me in the meeting.
>
>Linda Begmann
>
>At 03:50 PM 2/9/98 -0500, you wrote:
>>At the June 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, I am convening a group of
>>people interested in discussing exactly what Susan is asking about. If
>>anyone on this list will be attending the conference (June 13-17 in
>>Cincinnati) and would like to be included in the meeting, please let me
>>know. AAHE and the Council of Independent Colleges are teaming up on
>>this one to see if we can cook up a project about portfolios for
>>purposes beyond the single classroom.
>>____________________________
>>Barbara L. Cambridge
>>Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
>>One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
>>Washington, DC 20036
>>(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
>>FAX (202) 293-0073
>>bcambridge@aahe.org
>
>
>Linda S. Bergmann
>Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
>University of Missouri-Rolla
>Rolla, MO  65409
>
>(573) 341-4685
>
>bergmann@umr.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 16:27:41 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Pat Stephens Williams <patsw@SIU.EDU>
Subject:      Hotels and CCCC again
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
I'm just now catching up on my e-mail from last week and in reading the
questions of unstable prices regarding the Palmer House - if anyone really
is serious about giving up a reservation for a single, PLEASE LET ME KNOW!
I am now down the street even though I sent in my form immediately.
Incidentally, when I called to find out about the possiblility of getting a
room outside of the block I was quoted the price of $330.00 per night.  OUCH!
Pat
 
 
Pat Stephens Williams
WAC Coordinator, ASA
Mailcode 6604
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, IL 62901
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************************************************************************
                                INVITATION
                        1998 C-FEST MEETING SERIES
                               at LINGUA MOO
                                   ***
 
                       Thursday, February 12, 7-8pm CST
 
                    "Issues in the State of the Profession"
 
               Hosted this week by Nick Carbone and Eric Crump
 
 
                    In the C-FEST Forum at LINGUA MOO
 
                  [telnet to: lingua.utdallas.edu 8888]
                                   or
                    [WWW: http://lingua.utdallas.edu]
*************************************************************************
This week's discussion will focus on:
 
Most discussions about the job market premise the idea that the purpose of
getting a Ph.D. is to earn entree into a tenure track faculty job in
higher education, a premise delivered in no small part by programs and
mentors who measure their success in part by how well their graduates
place.  We almost always talk about at Ph.D. in terms of marketability in
academia.
 
However, completing a Ph.D., especially the dissertation requires stamina,
patience, time, commitment and passion for an idea.
 
What is the value of *that* process?  What intellectual worth does that
process have, regardless of a job search outcome?  What spiritual worth
does it have?  What practical worth (in terms of skills needed to finish
and skills learned in working on a Ph.D.) does it have?  What social worth
does it have?
 
Schedule of meetings:
 
Wed -- 2/18 -- 7pm CST
Thu -- 2/26 -- 7pm CST
Wed -- 3/4 --  7pm CST
Thu -- 3/12 -- 7pm CST
Wed -- 3/18 -- 7pm CST
Thu -- 3/26 -- 7pm CST
******************************
From original announcement of C-FEST 1998 Series:
 
"First, we are calling for an open forum on the "state of the
profession," namely, in terms of the job market and the unprecedented
numbers of applicants for unprecedented types of jobs. During this series
of C-FEST meetings we would like to ponder the state of the academic job
market, the state of graduate programs, the state of institutional
budgets, and the state of our professional organizations (CCCC, NCTE,
MLA, NWCA). Second, in order to make our meetings as productive as
possible, we would like to address these issues in the form of
resolutions by the end of this series. Our goals are for C-FEST
resolutions to become policy, to form networks, to find bridges between
academic jobs and the private sector, to found clearinghouses for
positions, to address the problems of academic couples, and all to better
serve our graduate students and each other."
 
Here's how to get to Lingua MOO:
 
1.  Telnet to:  Lingua.utdallas.edu 8888
2.  Log on as a guest if you do not have a character at Lingua.
        (at Lingua welcome screen type: connect guest firstname)
3.  Type '@go C-FEST' to get to the forum room.
4.  Read the instructions in the room description about where to sit and
how
    to talk. There are 2 couches to sit on. You may talk at your couch
and only those on                         that couch may hear you, or if
you wish to address the entire group, type SU (for
    'speak up') and your text.
5.  To quit the MOO, type @quit.
 
As in the past, we need volunteers (2 per meeting) to facilitate the
discussions. If you would like to volunteer for any of the, please
contact Cynthia at 'cynthiah@utdallas.edu'. Otherwise, all YOU have to do
is show up and enter the discussions! Each C-FEST meeting will be
recorded and archived at Lingua MOO in the C-FEST Forum.
 
Cheers,
 
Cynthia and Jan
 
 
 
_____cynthiah@utdallas.edu______
_____http://wwwpub.utdallas.edu/~cynthiah/_____
_____Lingua MOO_____http://lingua.utdallas.edu______
University of Texas at Dallas, School of Arts & Humanities
PO Box 830688-Mail Station JO 31, Richardson, Tx 75083
Tel: 972-883-6340 - Fax: 972-883-2989
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 10 Feb 1998 17:22:28 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         mark wiley <mwiley@CSULB.EDU>
Organization: California State University, Long Beach CA
Subject:      Re: Dual enrollment high school courses
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; x-mac-type="54455854";
              x-mac-creator="4D4F5353"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Bob,
 
It's great that you and Chirs have such quality programs set up with your local
high schools.   What I am concerned about is  a certain image projected
(actually, maybe it is the reality) that the underlying message of dual credit
courses is that a first-year comp course at the college level is really
"remedial" as that term is now being defined in California, for instance.
"Remedial" courses are those necessary because either students did not receive
instruction they should have in high school, or if they did receive it, it
didn't "take."  So they must repeat the course in college.
 
Aren't we saying that if a college level course could be taken in high school,
then the college level course IS really a high school course?   Shouldn't  the
college course advance the literacy skills/knowledge/abilities students bring
with them from high school?   Maybe that is idealistic thinking, but if
secondary and postsecondary institutions were really working together, wouldn't
we be able to coordinate and sequence our respective writing courses so that
students truly advance because they are receiving advanced instruction at
successively higher educational levels?  Do you see where I am going with this?
 
Mark Wiley
CSULB
 
Bob Schwegler wrote:
 
> Mark, Theresa, David, and all--Some of us have experiences with dual credit
>  courses going back quite a few years now with a variety of institutions.  We
> probably have a lot to offer, both in the way of cautions and positive advice
> as well as about ways that we might encourage colleges and schools to set
> standards for themselves that other institutions would be likely to find
> acceptable (persuasive?).  I think this knowledge is well worth sharing.
>  I think Chris Anson and I go back about twenty years in our experience with
> such programs, and I bet a lot of other people on the list do too--including
> people who have been and still are sharply critical about such programs.
> There are a number of frames that might shape a discussion in useful ways:
> David's list of the questions encountered in Arizona touches on some of the
>
> key areas.  I think a bit more formal approach to the topic might be good.
>
> Bob Schwegler
> College Writing Program
> University of Rhode Island
> RSchweg@URIACC.URI.EDU
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I wonder if any of the Chicago people know what may be going on in symphony
hall during CCCC.  If anyone does, I would appreciate knowing who's doing
what.  Thanks in advance.  --Ed White
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Mark,
 
Doesn't your concern depend on the cohort of students and the level of
instruction?  I share many/most of the concerns expressed on this list about AP
and dual-credit courses, and I know that many programs had their genesis in
administrations driven by financial (and other) interests.   The program I'm
involved in targets the very highest-achieving high school students; many
probably would be exempted from first-year comp. in college anyway. So in a
sense, they're getting a good, college-level course in writing before attending
a college where they won't do any freshman writing whether they've taken the
h.s. course or not. The high school teachers that we train to teach the course
are almost uniformly excellent--some of the best, most insightful teachers I've
worked with. I'm struggling to see the big-picture problems with this version of
dual-credit: honors high school students taking a college writing course taught
by teachers who get lots of good faculty development. Since many of us were
exempted from FYC (because we were English majors destined to become faculty
members and WPAs), wouldn't we have enjoyed a first-rate college course in our
senior year, taught IN our high school, with a small enrollment cap and an
inspired teacher?  The imagine thing is, in our program, the reverse:  the comp.
course is seen as such an important college-level requirement that only the very
best students in h.s. are eligible for the program (and even many of those, in
some schools, don't get in).
 
Responding to the message of <34E08CD1.6900E94E@csulb.edu>
from Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>:
>
> Bob,
>
> It's great that you and Chirs have such quality programs set up with your
> local
> high schools.   What I am concerned about is  a certain image projected
> (actually, maybe it is the reality) that the underlying message of dual
> credit
> courses is that a first-year comp course at the college level is really
> "remedial" as that term is now being defined in California, for instance.
> "Remedial" courses are those necessary because either students did not
> receive
> instruction they should have in high school, or if they did receive it, it
> didn't "take."  So they must repeat the course in college.
>
> Aren't we saying that if a college level course could be taken in high
> school,
> then the college level course IS really a high school course?   Shouldn't
> the
> college course advance the literacy skills/knowledge/abilities students bring
> with them from high school?   Maybe that is idealistic thinking, but if
> secondary and postsecondary institutions were really working together,
> wouldn't
> we be able to coordinate and sequence our respective writing courses so that
> students truly advance because they are receiving advanced instruction at
> successively higher educational levels?  Do you see where I am going with
> this?
>
> Mark Wiley
> CSULB
>
> Bob Schwegler wrote:
>
> > Mark, Theresa, David, and all--Some of us have experiences with dual credit
> >  courses going back quite a few years now with a variety of institutions.
> > We
> > probably have a lot to offer, both in the way of cautions and positive
> > advice
> > as well as about ways that we might encourage colleges and schools to set
> > standards for themselves that other institutions would be likely to find
> > acceptable (persuasive?).  I think this knowledge is well worth sharing.
> >  I think Chris Anson and I go back about twenty years in our experience
> > with
> > such programs, and I bet a lot of other people on the list do
> > too--including
> > people who have been and still are sharply critical about such programs.
> > There are a number of frames that might shape a discussion in useful ways:
> > David's list of the questions encountered in Arizona touches on some of the
> >
> > key areas.  I think a bit more formal approach to the topic might be good.
> >
> > Bob Schwegler
> > College Writing Program
> > University of Rhode Island
> > RSchweg@URIACC.URI.EDU
>
> .
 
 
Chris M. Anson
Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teaching Professor
University of Minnesota
207 Lind Hall
207 Church St. S.E.
Minneapolis, MN  55455
(612) 625-4846 (voicemail)
(612) 626-2294 (fax)
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Yes, Bob, what you say is perfectly sound.  I was referring to the kind of
dual enrollment programs that David and others have been describing; I
didn't know about the model you described and was unaware that such a
respectable one existed.  I'm really glad to know that it  can happen.  But
one question: since one of the most important goals of freshman comp is to
introduce students into the general college discourse community (presumably
that is what the 3 score and above certifies, though I am less sure of that
now than I was before), how can that occur outside of the college setting?
--Ed White
 
>Ed,
>If a dual enrollment has the papers produced by the students, how can we
>conclude that it does not have a serious assessment of student performance.
>Aren't the papers both the performance and the assessment of the performance?
>Wouldn't adding something like an AP test be simply adding an indirect measure
>on top of a direct one?
>Bob Schwegler
>College Writing Program
>University of Rhode IsLand
>RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
>
>
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I thought I'd heard about a hotel with a rate of something like
$69.00 for a single, near the Palmer House Hilton.  Was I right?  If so,
could someone tell me which hotel that was?
 
thanks,
 
 
Bonnie Lenore Kyburz, Lecturer                  602-965-7756
Course coordinator, Advanced Comp               kyburz@asu.edu
Department of English                           http://www.public.asu.
Arizona State University                        edu/~ctdiss/lenore.html
Tempe  AZ  85287
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In-Reply-To: Re: Music in Chicago, From: Ed White <ewhite@wi
 
I don't know about the symphony, but as I remember from the last CCCC in
Chicago, there is a hot blues club called "Legends" around the corner from
the Hyatt.  It's owned by Buddy Guy, and blues luminaries are known to show up
unannounced.  Last time we saw Donald Kinsey (and his father Big Daddy
Kinsey) and Albert Collins showed up and played a set.  Does anyone know if
it is still there?
 
John Edlund
 
>I wonder if any of the Chicago people know what may be going on in symphony
>hall during CCCC.  If anyone does, I would appreciate knowing who's doing
>what.  Thanks in advance.  --Ed White
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Heck, if the C's are going to be in set cities after a while, maybe we can
lobby to have them fall during the same week each time, thus making it
possible to get a time-share in the area (split four ways, say, wouldn't
be too bad), that, because it's used solely for business, would be a tax
write off.
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu, but coming to you via nickc@english.umass.edu
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Does anybody know where there might be a statistic documenting the
percentage of minorities in basic writing programs nationwide?
 
Catherine Prendergast
Dept. of English
Center for Writing Studies
University of Illinois -- Urbana/Champaign
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In response to Ed White's question about what's going on in symphony hall
during CCCC, here's the situation:
 
Unfortunately, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra will be in Paris and Berlin
during CCCC week in April, so there won't be  any symphony at Symphony
Center.  But, there will be two great concerts there worth seeing: jazz on
Friday night, with   Keith Jarrett, Gary Peakcock, and John DeJohnette and
piano on Sunday with Alfred Brendel  playing Mozart, Hayden and Schubert.
You can charge tickets by phone by calling (312) 294-3000.
 
I encourage anyone interested in jazz to pick up a copy of the free Chicago
Reader when you get into town. Its music, art, theatre listings are
exhaustively complete.  There are lots of small clubs with great music
worth checking out.  For those who like to research in advance, my favorite
web site for finding out what's going on in the city is this one:
 
http://centerstage.net/
 
 
Happy planning!
 
 
 
 
 
**********************
Barbara Shwom
Northwestern University
The Writing Program
1902 Sheridan Road
Evanston, IL 60208
 
Phone: 847/491-7690
Fax: 847/328-5536
E-mail: bshwom@nwu.edu
**********************
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Barbara:
 
I would be most interested in joining such a group.
 
Pat Belanoff
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Might there be a way for those of who cannot attend this conference to
participate electronically in the meeting on electronic portfolios?
 
>>At the June 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, I am convening a group of
>>people interested in discussing exactly what Susan is asking about. If
>>anyone on this list will be attending the conference (June 13-17 in
>>Cincinnati) and would like to be included in the meeting, please let me
>>know. AAHE and the Council of Independent Colleges are teaming up on
>>this one to see if we can cook up a project about portfolios for
>>purposes beyond the single classroom.
>>____________________________
>>Barbara L. Cambridge
>>Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
>>One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
>>Washington, DC 20036
>>(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
>>FAX (202) 293-0073
>>bcambridge@aahe.org
--
Donna Reiss <tcreisd@vb.tc.cc.va.us>
English-Humanities Division, Tidewater Community College
1700 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23456
phone 757-321-7364  fax 757-427-0327
http://www.tc.cc.va.us/tcresourc/faculty/tcreisd/
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Donna,
        If the meeting is in a room with computers, in addition to the
face to face, there could also be a MOO or some other online discussion
occuring simultaneously.  If getting a computer classroom/lab proves
undoable, a conference meeting with one computer that has an Internet
connection, an LCD device for projecting what is on the screen might work
as well. In this second option, one person in the meeting could type
comments on arising from the face to face discussion into the online
discussion, and those meeting online could also discuss/respond.  Folk in
the room could see the online stuff off the projection.
 
        It might take a little co-ordination and some timing, but, as
Spock said to Kirk once, "There are possibilities."
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu
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Two Responses:
David,
The kinds of programs that I am talking about make careful sampling of papers
in each high school site a regular procedure (twice a semester, for example).
Thus I am not talking about grades as a measure of performance, but actual
papers (or at least pretty large samples).  I suppose, then, that we are
talking about similar procedures.
 
Mark,
I can see where you are going, and I don't mind the direction.  But let's try
another perspective as well.  If we assume that college courses are for college
and moving them to high school makes them seem remedial, we are looking at
learning from an institutional perspective, one that ignores the different
rates of development of students.  Grade levels ignore this as well, of course.
Some students are ready to do college level work in twelfth grade; some won't
be ready for another year or two.  After all, a high school senior is generally
only a few months different in age from a first semester college student.  And
many advanced high school courses cover much the same territory as college
comp courses--as the AP tests attest.  What a well-run dual credit course does
is to give students who are ready and willing to do the work the chance to
eliminate needless repetition from their education--repetition created by a
rigid system of grade levels.  AP does this too, and quite well in many cases.
 
The key is screening: a program needs to help schools and students identify
people who are ready for and would benefit from such a program.  I don't like
to see dual-credit courses restricted to honors tracks, for example, but to
include committed, capable, college-bound students who may not be "at the top"
but are certainly capable of benefitting from the work.
 
There have been a number of things written about the design of such programs.
I can dig up some references.
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSchweg@URIACC.URI.EDU
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Ed White wrote:
 
>Nonetheless, I do not find their argument convincing, since many
>studies (including an unpublished one of my own) have shown that students
>passing AP (or a similar demanding test), even at the 3 level, do as well
>or better in later college courses as those passing comp with A or B
>grades.
 
Ed, aren't you saying that passing the AP *predicts* success in college as
well as doing well in our courses might?  Harshly as you've treated uses of
prediction before, can you explain the difference here?  My own sense is
that, absent an articulated statement of shared disciplinary expectations,
we're forced into the prediction game just to respond to those for whom it
is the dominant way of making decisions.  But I thought that sort of
realrhetorik was unclean on this list.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
Department of English, Colden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
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David wrote that
 
>Note-shredding dogs are another thing that Marty and I have in common. The dog
>does not eat my email.
>
 
David et al., this reminds me of that wonderful _NY'er_ cartoon:
A dog is perched at a computer, with a paw on the keyboard.  She looks over
at the other dog, next to her, and declares:  "On the internet, nobody
knows you're a dog."
(I think about that scenario as I send my disembodied voice out over the
wires every day.)
 
Steven
 
 
 
 
........................................................................
 
Steven Youra, Director
Engineering Communications Program
465 Hollister Hall
Cornell University      Tel. 607. 255.7199
Ithaca, NY  14853       FAX 607. 255.9004
........................................................................
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Ed,
You've hit on a really important point, and it is one for which I really have
no answer--though I think it is worth exploring.  I would agree that one of the
goals is to introduce students to the college discourse community.  I wonder
how much of this we actually do in a first-year course, especially a first-
semester course.  1) If we do this to some extent, what is it that we do?  Is
this measureable (by paper features, interviews, or some other means)?  Can we
examine the outcomes of a strong dual-credit program to see if similar things
happen?  2) If we do this to only a limited extent, are other things more im-
portant in the course?  Do many comp courses do it--or do many fail to do it?
Can we judge a comp course as a success or failure based on whether it does
 
this or not, especially when it fulfills a lot of other expectations--or if
we discover that the other courses a student takes provide equally important
introductions to college discourse?  (I'm not saying that the last possibility
is one I consider all that important or likely, but I'm trying to look at the
different questions.) 3) Do college comp courses taken by part-time commuter
students at a branch campus provide an introduction to college discourse?  If
not, are our transfer practices in need of work so that we do more than look
at a course description and a transcript?  (This is probably something worth
thinking about, I feel).
 
I'd like to pursue some of these questions and the larger question of dual-
credit courses because I think it is linked to the concerns many of us have
about the goals and outcomes of composition courses in general.  I think that
examining the outcomes of "well run" and "questionable" programs as well as
the campus programs to which they are linked or to which many students try to
transfer credit might be revealing (and incredibly exhausting).
 
Bob Schwegler
College Writing Program
University of Rhode Island
RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
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Ed White wrote:
 
>The best location for the arguments against AP is Mahala, D. and M.
>Vivion, "The Role of AP and the Composition Program."  WPA, 1993, 17.1-2:
>43-57. Nonetheless, I do not find their argument convincing, since many
>studies (including an unpublished one of my own) have shown that students
>passing AP (or a similar demanding test), even at the 3 level, do as well
>or better in later college courses as those passing comp with A or B
>grades. Furthermore, most successful AP students do not use their credits
>by examination to abbreviate their college work but rather to move it to a
>higher level. What AP has that dual enrollment does not have is a serious
>assessment of student performance, not just seat time in a high school
>class redefined as a college one.
 
Ed, did your study cover students at a variety of schools (I seem to recall
that, dimly, from a past mentions)?  I suspect that in very large samples
your point would prove out, but at some particular schools it might not.  It
would be interesting then to know what is different about schools where AP
seems to work compared to others where it does not seem to work.  It would
be interesting to consider which ones seemed the better programs.
 
That points to the same old problem.  Much as we have valid concerns about
"standards," without at least some coherent disciplinary vision of what we
aim to accomplish, we cannot make a rhetorically effective defense of
credits from any one source against credits from any other.  It looks as if
AP has basically filled the vacuum for now, since we seem to be forced into
defining all other credits with reference to their scores.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
Department of English, Colden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
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The meeting in Cincinnati will be of people who have already developed
some form of cross-unit portfolio assessment, who have already explored
electronic means or are on the brink of doing so, and who will be
attending the Assessment Conference. This initial meeting will be
exploratory and will be followed by more information and opportunities
for participation. If you are available to come to the meeting, please
send materials about your program to the signature address below. When
we receive materials, we will be glad to send you specific information
about the meeting.
____________________________
Barbara L. Cambridge
Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
FAX (202) 293-0073
bcambridge@aahe.org
 
 
>----------
>From:  Donna Reiss[SMTP:dreiss@INFI.NET]
>Sent:  Wednesday, February 11, 1998 6:51 AM
>To:    WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
>Subject:       Re: electronic portfolios
>
>Might there be a way for those of who cannot attend this conference to
>participate electronically in the meeting on electronic portfolios?
>
>>>At the June 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, I am convening a group of
>>>people interested in discussing exactly what Susan is asking about. If
>>>anyone on this list will be attending the conference (June 13-17 in
>>>Cincinnati) and would like to be included in the meeting, please let me
>>>know. AAHE and the Council of Independent Colleges are teaming up on
>>>this one to see if we can cook up a project about portfolios for
>>>purposes beyond the single classroom.
>>>____________________________
>>>Barbara L. Cambridge
>>>Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
>>>One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
>>>Washington, DC 20036
>>>(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
>>>FAX (202) 293-0073
>>>bcambridge@aahe.org
>--
>Donna Reiss <tcreisd@vb.tc.cc.va.us>
>English-Humanities Division, Tidewater Community College
>1700 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23456
>phone 757-321-7364  fax 757-427-0327
>http://www.tc.cc.va.us/tcresourc/faculty/tcreisd/
>
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Nick's right. But even if the f2f meeting is not in a computer-encrusted
room, AAHE could take a hint from CCCC Online and provide online partner
events in conjunction. Maybe they already are? I could write Barbara & ask
anyways...
 
--Eric Crump
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The Chicago Reader is also available online at:
 
http//www.chireader.com/
 
>I encourage anyone interested in jazz to pick up a copy of the free Chicago
>Reader when you get into town. Its music, art, theatre listings are
>exhaustively complete.
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 09:39:35 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Music in Chicago
In-Reply-To:  <199802110104.RAA14263@sol.calstatela.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Yes, Buddy Guy's Legends is still there and is still the best blues club
within walking distance of the Palmer House and the Ramada Congress.
Adventurous types who want to get the blues outside of the loop can go one
of two directions.  Heading north on the red line (i.e., Howard) el line
to the Fullerton stop puts you within three or four blocks of the famous
Kingston Mines.  Taking a cab south to 43rd Street gets you to the equally
famous Checkerboard Lounge.
 
David Jolliffe
DePaul, Chicago
 
On Tue, 10 Feb 1998, John Edlund 07-22-92 wrote:
 
> In-Reply-To: Re: Music in Chicago, From: Ed White <ewhite@wi
>
> I don't know about the symphony, but as I remember from the last CCCC in
> Chicago, there is a hot blues club called "Legends" around the corner from
> the Hyatt.  It's owned by Buddy Guy, and blues luminaries are known to show up
> unannounced.  Last time we saw Donald Kinsey (and his father Big Daddy
> Kinsey) and Albert Collins showed up and played a set.  Does anyone know if
> it is still there?
>
> John Edlund
>
> >I wonder if any of the Chicago people know what may be going on in symphony
> >hall during CCCC.  If anyone does, I would appreciate knowing who's doing
> >what.  Thanks in advance.  --Ed White
>
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Theresa,  I concur wholeheartedly that we have for too long neglected our
relationship with high school teachers. As the local director of the
National Writing Project I came to know and admire many teachers whom I
now consider my colleagues.  Unfortunately, most English departments have
tended to ignore this relationship by saying that teacher training is not
our responsibility.  Of course, that leaves us free to grouse about the
quality of students the high schools send us.
 
Leon Coburn
UNLV
 
 On Mon, 9 Feb 1998, mark
wiley wrote:
 
> Theresa Enos wrote:
>
> > I'm sorry I posted this to the WPA-L; I meant to post it to Tom Miller.
> > But then I would like to hear from some of you of topics of interest for
> > conference fora next summer.
> >
> > At 09:33 AM 2/9/98 -0700, you wrote:
> > >Do you think a forum or roundtable at WPA conference on this would attract
> > >interest?  Who would be on it?  You? Schwalm? High school teacher(s)?
> > >Two-year college teacher(s)?  (If these last 2, do you have suggestions for
> > >names?)
> > >
>
>   Teresa,
>
>    Actually, I am glad you misposted your original message because I think the
> relationship overall between secondary and postsecondary institutions regarding
> writing instruction is a sorely neglected area.  We are not talking to one
> another in any consistent or responsible fashion, at least as far as I can
> see.  There are exceptions of course, but they are just that--exceptions to the
> norm.  So, to get back to your posted questions, I would be interested in
> talking to and working with individuals who are working regularly with
> secondary institutions.
>
> Mark Wiley
> CSULB
>
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Let me second Ed White's request.  ...and add to the symphony the Chicago
Lyric Opera.  What's happening on the musical (and perhaps drama) front
while we're there?
 
Thanks for whatever tips you can provide.
 
Cheers,
Rolf
 
 
Dr. Rolf Norgaard
University Writing Program
Campus Box 359
University of Colorado at Boulder
Boulder, CO 80309-0359
 
(303) 492-3605
FAX (303) 492-7877
E-mail: Rolf.Norgaard@Colorado.edu
 
 
On Tue, 10 Feb 1998, Ed White wrote:
 
> I wonder if any of the Chicago people know what may be going on in symphony
> hall during CCCC.  If anyone does, I would appreciate knowing who's doing
> what.  Thanks in advance.  --Ed White
>
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>
> In-Reply-To: Re: Music in Chicago, From: Ed White <ewhite@wi
>
> I don't know about the symphony, but as I remember from the last CCCC in
> Chicago, there is a hot blues club called "Legends" around the corner from
> the Hyatt.  It's owned by Buddy Guy, and blues luminaries are known to show up
> unannounced.  Last time we saw Donald Kinsey (and his father Big Daddy
> Kinsey) and Albert Collins showed up and played a set.  Does anyone know if
> it is still there?
>
> John Edlund
>
John:
The last time I was in Chicago, it was still there.  At NCTE a year or so ago,
we spent a great evening there and were rewarded at the end of the evening
when Dan Acryod and Jim Belushi showed up late and did a couple of songs in
the "Blues Brothers" tradition.  "Legends," however, is one of only several
great places to hear live blues in Chicago.
                                          Brian
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 10:35:23 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         WILL HOCHMAN <hochman@USCOLO.EDU>
Subject:      On Literacy
In-Reply-To:  <v03102800b10754d19ea1@[128.84.245.11]>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
I've found a book that I should have read in grad school but didn't...
 
_On Literacy_ by Robert Pattison (oxford u press, l982) is really getting
me to confront my own understanding of literacy in some powerful ways
Pattison uses history to show how meanings of literacy always needs
context.  He argues that literacy is really a "consiousness" that
synthesizes reading and writing skills with cultural and rhetorical
direction, and stresses the way rhetoric is overlooked in a literacy
connotation that too often stresses only reading and writing skills.
 
Since Professor Pattison calls rhetoric, reading, and writing technologies
of literacy, I'm also interested how computer technology increasingly
seems to be part of our current understanding of literacy.
 
Can more experienced readers of this text give me some guidance?  I think
it's quite good and still don't know how I missed it in the 80's...
 
will hochman
director of writing
u of southern colo
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I want to second what Karen says below and point out that this is not just
a CUNY issue but a national one.  The Cal State system, for example, plans
to reduce all support programs for low-scoring students to a tiny handful
over the next few years.  Instead of helping these students learn how to
succeed at the university, which our faculty has learned to do quite well
(see the data in my JBW article), we will be expected to make everything
peachy keen by more explicitly making clear our expectations to the high
schools. Responses such as Ira's are most unkindest cuts, since they play
right into the hands of those seeking to rid our schools of the
"undeserving."  In too many cases, the arguments for "mainstreaming"
poorly prepared students and for freeing them from the presumed
abuses of placement become practical methods for flunking them out.
                                                --Ed White
 
On Tue, 10 Feb 1998, Karen Greenberg wrote:
 
> On Mon, 9 Feb 1998, Eric Hibbison wrote:
> >Greenberg, whose BW text we use, makes the transition
> >seem exciting.  I haven't yet seen movement of BW faculty
> >from state-supported colleges and universities to
> >community colleges.  I wonder where they are going at CUNY.
> >Those who can manage will probably turn this apparent
> >setback into an opportunity.
>
> Dear Eric and Colleagues,
>
> Your posting taught me a lot about the potential for e-mail to
> miscommunicate.  The last thing I ever intended to imply in my original
> posting was that the forced movement of underprepared students from
> four-year colleges to community colleges is "exciting" or an "opportunity"
> for anyone who cares about these students.  I am appalled and enraged at the
> fact that my university (which pioneered special courses for open admissions
> students) is currently denying inexperienced writers and ESL writers access
> to the courses they need to make the transition to the academic literacy
> requirements of college-level coursework.  The way in which the senior
> colleges do this is not "exciting"; it is nasty, sneaky, and cruel:  They
> accept these students for a semester (in order to get state funds for them),
> and then they throw them out (or send them a letter telling them to apply to
> one of the CUNY community colleges) after the students fail a basic skills
> course or test.
>
> My beef with Ira Shor's JBW diatribe about basic writing as "Our Apartheid"
> is that his entire argument is fallacious and self-serving (i.e., an
> advertisement for his books and a recommendation seemingly aimed at the
> administrators who look to him for guidance about remediation--which is an
> awful irony since Shor is a Graduate Center professor not a basic skills
> teacher or coordinator).  Shor's alternative to basic skills courses for
> students who may not have read a book or written an essay during their
> twelve years in elementary and secondary schools is to put them in
> college-level "critical classrooms [that] would invite students to focus on
> their everyday life in the system causing our problems"  and provide them
> with a curriculum focusing on "political empowerment and cultural
> democracy."   Fine and dandy, except that this spring, CUNY administrators
> ignored Shor's Freirian curriculum and used his argument to deny students
> who scored low on the CUNY placement test entrance to the four-year
> colleges.  Hundreds of students who used to populate our basic skills and
> ESL courses are no longer at Hunter or the other CUNY senior colleges.
> Where are they?   (Not at our community colleges, whose enrollments are down.)
>
> For those of us who have devoted our entire academic careers to helping
> these students, this fiasco is a nightmare not an "opportunity."  I HATE it!
>
> Sincerely,
>
> Karen
>
> Prof. Karen L. Greenberg
> Department of English
> Hunter College, CUNY
> phone:  (212) 772-5175
> fax:    (516) 766-3805
>
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Keith, I am of double--no, multiple--minds about this, as you note.  On
the one hand, I know that most of our programs are putting a few students
through comp who are pretty much marking time there and would be much
better off in more advanced work for which they are well prepared.  When
follow-up studies show many or most AP students doing just that, it does
show predictive validity for the test, a concept which is only wicked when
it is misused, as it often is.  On the other hand, I think one important
goal of comp--helping students learn and use college discourse--is not
much or at all tested by AP and cannot really be learned at high school.
So that makes me uneasy when I see students test out of comp on the basis
of high school work, however well done.  On the third hand, the fact that
these students do so well in advanced courses is pretty good evidence that
they have picked up college discourse somewhere along the way.  I could go
on for a while, even though I have run out of hands, but I still think, on
balance, that advanced placement is a good idea for the very best
students.
                                                --Ed White
 
On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, keith rhodes wrote:
 
> Ed White wrote:
>
> >Nonetheless, I do not find their argument convincing, since many
> >studies (including an unpublished one of my own) have shown that students
> >passing AP (or a similar demanding test), even at the 3 level, do as well
> >or better in later college courses as those passing comp with A or B
> >grades.
>
> Ed, aren't you saying that passing the AP *predicts* success in college as
> well as doing well in our courses might?  Harshly as you've treated uses of
> prediction before, can you explain the difference here?  My own sense is
> that, absent an articulated statement of shared disciplinary expectations,
> we're forced into the prediction game just to respond to those for whom it
> is the dominant way of making decisions.  But I thought that sort of
> realrhetorik was unclean on this list.
>
> Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
> Department of English, Colden Hall
> Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
> mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
>
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Bob, you make some excellent points here, particularly about the way we
tend to idealize our own courses when we start objecting to other routes
to our goals.  What we're talking about here goes well beyond the surface
issues so well handled by Mahala and Vivion.  I wonder where we all could
pursue these questions at this level.  Theresa, is there a place for this
left at this summer's WPA conference?  --Ed
 
On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, Bob Schwegler wrote:
 
> Ed,
> You've hit on a really important point, and it is one for which I really have
> no answer--though I think it is worth exploring.  I would agree that one of the
> goals is to introduce students to the college discourse community.  I wonder
> how much of this we actually do in a first-year course, especially a first-
> semester course.  1) If we do this to some extent, what is it that we do?  Is
> this measureable (by paper features, interviews, or some other means)?  Can we
> examine the outcomes of a strong dual-credit program to see if similar things
> happen?  2) If we do this to only a limited extent, are other things more im-
> portant in the course?  Do many comp courses do it--or do many fail to do it?
> Can we judge a comp course as a success or failure based on whether it does
>
> this or not, especially when it fulfills a lot of other expectations--or if
> we discover that the other courses a student takes provide equally important
> introductions to college discourse?  (I'm not saying that the last possibility
> is one I consider all that important or likely, but I'm trying to look at the
> different questions.) 3) Do college comp courses taken by part-time commuter
> students at a branch campus provide an introduction to college discourse?  If
> not, are our transfer practices in need of work so that we do more than look
> at a course description and a transcript?  (This is probably something worth
> thinking about, I feel).
>
> I'd like to pursue some of these questions and the larger question of dual-
> credit courses because I think it is linked to the concerns many of us have
> about the goals and outcomes of composition courses in general.  I think that
> examining the outcomes of "well run" and "questionable" programs as well as
> the campus programs to which they are linked or to which many students try to
> transfer credit might be revealing (and incredibly exhausting).
>
> Bob Schwegler
> College Writing Program
> University of Rhode Island
> RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
>
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Keith, the study I worked on was limited to the (then) 19 Cal State
campuses.  I think that ETS has done numbers of studies that cross
different kinds of colleges, but I haven't seen them.  My publication was
thwarted by a foolish and self-centered dean (now, alas, a college
president) who refused to release the data unless I put her name on the
study. --Ed White
 
On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, keith rhodes wrote:
 
> Ed White wrote:
>
> >The best location for the arguments against AP is Mahala, D. and M.
> >Vivion, "The Role of AP and the Composition Program."  WPA, 1993, 17.1-2:
> >43-57. Nonetheless, I do not find their argument convincing, since many
> >studies (including an unpublished one of my own) have shown that students
> >passing AP (or a similar demanding test), even at the 3 level, do as well
> >or better in later college courses as those passing comp with A or B
> >grades. Furthermore, most successful AP students do not use their credits
> >by examination to abbreviate their college work but rather to move it to a
> >higher level. What AP has that dual enrollment does not have is a serious
> >assessment of student performance, not just seat time in a high school
> >class redefined as a college one.
>
> Ed, did your study cover students at a variety of schools (I seem to recall
> that, dimly, from a past mentions)?  I suspect that in very large samples
> your point would prove out, but at some particular schools it might not.  It
> would be interesting then to know what is different about schools where AP
> seems to work compared to others where it does not seem to work.  It would
> be interesting to consider which ones seemed the better programs.
>
> That points to the same old problem.  Much as we have valid concerns about
> "standards," without at least some coherent disciplinary vision of what we
> aim to accomplish, we cannot make a rhetorically effective defense of
> credits from any one source against credits from any other.  It looks as if
> AP has basically filled the vacuum for now, since we seem to be forced into
> defining all other credits with reference to their scores.
>
> Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
> Department of English, Colden Hall
> Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
> mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 10:01:04 MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Comments:     Resent-From: "Clinton R. Gardner" <cgardner@englab.slcc.edu>
Comments:     Originally-From: Eric Crump <eric@serv1.ncte.org>
From:         "Clinton R. Gardner" <cgardner@ENGLAB.SLCC.EDU>
Subject:      CW98 Registration Materials (fwd)
 
fyi
--Eric
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Wed, 11 Feb 1998 10:17:57 -0600 (CST)
From: Anthony Rue <true@nwe.ufl.edu>
 
Registration materials for the 14th Computers and Writing Conference, to
be held at the University of Florida from 28-31 May 1998, are now
available at the conference web site.
 
http://cw98.ufl.edu
 
Registration forms need to be printed and then faxed or mailed to the
UF conference division. I had hoped to have online secure registration,
but the conference division isn't up to speed on web-based delivery of
services. We have a PDF version (87K/2 pages printed) and a static HTML
version (10k/4 or 5 pages printed) available from the web site.
 
Deadline for early registration is 30 April 1998.
 
Thanks,
 
Anthony Rue
true@nwe.ufl.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 11:58:16 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual enrollment high school courses
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/11/98 09:21
 
 LEON! Yo!
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 12:17:45 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/11/98 11:43
 
Bob Schwegler does indeed raise troubling issues. The thinking of many of us
is probably governed by a sense that we are all teaching at four year colleges
where students come in as freshmen and 90% of them graduate four years later.
That's how most of us did it. I KNOW that this is not an accurate description
of ASU, not even close, but it's still there messin' with my mind. But ASU is
a big urban university. There's a core of tradition 18-22 year old four year
students, but then the range really opens out. When we have 10,000 senior and
5,000 first year students, its pretty clear that most of our grad are getting
their comp instruction somewhere else--lots of somewhere elses--and that we
are accepting these courses on the basis of articulation agreements, catalog
descriptions, and who knows what other evidence that is largely
"conventional." To pick dual enrollment courses out of this assortment as
being universally unlikely to meet our standards is pretty wrong headed. Its a
target with our frustration for our powerlessness to "control" what our
students take. I am becoming more and more convinced that we are better off to
concentrate on making the courses students take from us as good as possible. I
have just pushed thru authorization to offer a Bachelor of Applied Science
degree designed as a baccalaureate degree for student who have an Associate of
Applied Sciences degree--generally a community college occupational degree
(rather than a transfer degree). For these students, we have designed a 60
semester hour program (no hidden prereqs). Period.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 15:25:27 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         BILL MURDICK <MURDICK@CUP.EDU>
Subject:      Course Packets
 
From William Murdick, California University of Pennsylvania
 
        Our administration is just beginning to grapple with
ethical issues arising from the sale of course packets for
profit. A number of professors at our university have gone to
a great deal of trouble to create sophisticated packets and
feel that they deserve to take a small profit. Our English
department, at my inspiration, has developed a 64-page first
edition of a guide to composition which faculty may require.
Even though we kick back the profits to students
by spending the money on scholarships and writing prizes, the
administration is questioning the ethics of our project.
 
        I have heard these concerns expressed:
 
        --Should the creation of handouts be considered a
          part of professors' normal work, covered by their salaries?
        --Is the student being charged twice, once for tuition and
          once again for marterials that should be coverd by tuition?
        --How can the quality of course packets and the fairness of
          pricing be assured?
 
        On the other hand, course packets generally
 
        --Save students a lot of money, even when sold at a profit
        --Provide students with texts that are superior to commercial
          texts because the packets are shaped around the local program
          and fit perfectly the professor's approach to the course.
 
        I don't see any ethical problem in an English department developing
a traditional handbook, enhanced with specific information about the
local program requirements (exit tests, portfolios, etc.), research in
the campus library, available campus tutoring and computer labs, and so forth.
Indeed many universities have been selling such texts for a profit for
many years, at a price much lower than the typical commercial text.
 
        One of our administrators contacted the AAHE to see if they had
a course packet policy. They didn't, they didn't know of any in existence,
and they wanted to hear from us on what we found out.
 
        I'm concerned that our adminstration will come down with a heavy
hand in creating a local policy. There are good reasons for encouraging
individual faculty to develop course packets. They can improve education and
they sometimes turn into commercially published textbooks (as happened with
one packet that I created for my students to save them money).
 
        I'd be interested in hearing from the WPA group on this issue. Does
any school out there have an official policy on course packets?
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 14:44:29 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Brad Stull <bstull@NIAGARA.RIVIER.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Music in Chicago
 
In message <199802111506.JAA09635@soli.inav.net> Writing Program Administration
writes:
> The Chicago Reader is also available online at:
>
> http//www.chireader.com/
>
> >I encourage anyone interested in jazz to pick up a copy of the free Chicago
> >Reader when you get into town. Its music, art, theatre listings are
> >exhaustively complete.
 
+++
 
Thanks for the Reader information. As a former Chicagoan who is still in love
with the city, the Reader holds a dear place in my heart. You all should be sure
to read the Reader column, "News of the Weird."
 
 
               _______________________________________________
 
 
                                Rivier College
               A Catholic, Liberal Education for Social Justice
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 13:40:22 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Angela L. Jones" <aljones@FALCON.CC.UKANS.EDU>
Subject:      Writing Center Job Announcement
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Apologies in advance for any cross-postings.  We've created a position at
the University of Kansas about which WPA list members might wish to know.
The contact person is Angela Place (information below).
 
                                                Angela Jones
                                                Department of English
                                                University of Kansas
                                                aljones@falcon.cc.ukans.edu
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
University of Kansas
Position Announcement
 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, WRITING CENTER
 
This position announcement includes:
 
- a position description;
- background information about a writing center at KU (necessary to
complete the application);
- application procedures.
 
The contact person for this search is Angela Place:  785-864-4232
<writingc@falcon.cc.ukans.edu>.
 
POSITION DESCRIPTION
 
The assistant writing center director is a new, full-time, twelve-month,
unclassified staff position at the University of Kansas.  The assistant
director will collaborate with the director of Writing Consulting to
develop WRITING CONSULTING: STUDENT RESOURCES, a full-service,
university-wide, writing-across-the-curriculum writing center funded
through the Provost's Office.  The assistant director will be responsible
for the day-to-day operation of the writing center, which will open Fall
Semester 1998.
 
SALARY:  $29,000 minimum
APPOINTMENT LENGTH:  Twelve-month appointment
PREFERRED START DATE:  July 1, 1998
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  March 13, 1998 for first consideration.  Review of
applications will continue until the position is filled.
 
RESPONSIBILITIES:
1. Manage the day-to-day operation of student writing center
2. Hire, train, and provide for ongoing professional development of staff
3. Publicize the center; represent the service to student groups on campus
4. Conduct short courses or workshops
5. Research effectiveness of writing center services and related issues
6. Contribute to appropriate campus, regional, and national professional
organizations
 
QUALIFICATIONS:
REQUIRED
1. Masters degree in a field of study relevant to professional writing
center practice and administration; advanced academic work or field
experience in composition
2. Successful experience tutoring or supervising tutors and in teaching
writing in a classroom setting
3. Knowledge of current writing theory as applied to writing-center
scholarship and practice
4. Demonstrated ability to work with writing in a variety of disciplines
5. Successful administrative experience
6. Experience working in a higher education environment
7. Demonstrated excellence in writing, public speaking, and interpersonal
communication
 
PREFERRED
1. Advanced degree in composition, in education with a focus on
composition, or in a related field
2. Experience in writing-center administration
3. Experience in work with special populations such as ESL, LD, or
non-traditional students
4. Experience working with discipline-specific tutoring and with students
in a variety of majors
 
FOR A COMPLETE POSITION DESCRIPTION AND APPLICATION INFORMATION, CONTACT
ANGELA PLACE AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 785-864-4232 OR E-MAIL
<writingc@falcon.cc.ukans.edu>.
 
Writing Consulting:  Faculty Resources
KU's Writing Across the Curriculum Service
(913) 864-4232
http://falcon.cc.ukans.edu/~writingc/index.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 17:11:04 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         linda adler-kassner <adlerk@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      computer classrooms
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
We're in the process of talking with architects about how we'd like two new
computer classrooms designed (these will go in a new building, obviously).
Right now, we have four long, vertical rows - we know we don't want to
replicate that.  We playing with various scenarious, but would like to hear
from others about set-ups that have worked splendidly or horribly. For ex.,
has anyone tried pods of machines?
-Linda
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 15:46:42 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kurt Bouman <boum9534@UIDAHO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: computer classrooms
In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19980211171104.00793ac0@ca-f1.umd.umich.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Linda, this very issue was discussed about a month ago.  I wonder if
anyone might a) have archived the postings, or b) might be able to point
to a site where they would be archived on the web.  It was a vibrant
discussion, with lots of good input to consider.
 
Kurt Bouman
 
 
On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, linda adler-kassner wrote:
 
> We're in the process of talking with architects about how we'd like two new
> computer classrooms designed (these will go in a new building, obviously).
> Right now, we have four long, vertical rows - we know we don't want to
> replicate that.  We playing with various scenarious, but would like to hear
> from others about set-ups that have worked splendidly or horribly. For ex.,
> has anyone tried pods of machines?
> -Linda
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 08:05:51 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         linda adler-kassner <adlerk@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      computer rooms
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
As Homer Simpson would say, "Doh!"  I was afraid something like this would
happen.  David, might you provide instructions (again) for accessing the
archived material?
Thanks,
Linda
-----------------------------
 
Linda, this very issue was discussed about a month ago.  I wonder if
anyone might a) have archived the postings, or b) might be able to point
to a site where they would be archived on the web.  It was a vibrant
discussion, with lots of good input to consider.
 
Kurt Bouman
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 09:38:33 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         TODD W TAYLOR <twtaylor@GIBBS.OIT.UNC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: computer rooms & archive
In-Reply-To:  <3.0.5.32.19980212080551.007dd860@ca-f1.umd.umich.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Thu, 12 Feb 1998, linda adler-kassner wrote:
 
> David, might you provide instructions (again) for accessing the
> archived material?
> Thanks,
> Linda
 
Since David may not be awake yet and since I was the person that asked
him to repeat this info last time, here are his words from a month ago:
 
"Our friends at the Maricopa Community Colleges (including a VERY good
friend of mine) have created a web page archive for WPA-L. The URL
is: gcinfo.gc.maricopa.edu/~wpa/," said David.
 
- Todd Taylor
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 08:28:30 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward A Kearns <eakearn@BENTLEY.UNCO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SUN.3.95.980211102241.15910F-100000@wiley.csusb.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
In the fall of 1996 I read course syllabi from over 60 general ed. courses
across the curriculum offered for entering freshmen and concluded, among
other things, that there IS no "college" or "university discourse
community."  Assignments ranged from 15-20 page "research papers" in
Political Science to "A play or dialogue" on suicide in Philosophy.  I
also surveyed "content" faculty, asking them to indicate the significance
certain features of writing (from spelling to ms conventions) carried in
their grading of student writing.  Findings not only reinforced the first
conclusion, but also led me to recognize that there IS no "standard" for
college-level writing -- unless, of course, a particular university has
adopted one across the curriculum.
 
The findings also led to questioning whether or not "placement" of the
traditional variety -- exams read only by English faculty (T.A.'s) -- is
simply anachronistic. Given the writing entering students are expected to
do outside of freshman comp., that practice seems a waste of time and
money.
 
So, absent an even reasonably common curriculum and absent reasonably
common grading or assessment standards, much of the discussion of AP and
dual credit courses seems moot to me.  That is, such programs are best
justified on grounds less ambitious than "predictive value" or
"preparation for college discourse," "preparation for college-level
writing," and the like.
 
In general I would agree that college writing ought to be more complicated
or demanding than that generally required in high school, and that it
ought to be graded according to "higher" standards.  But that all should
be a matter of cross-curricular dialogue and decision making.  In the
meantime, and assuming that faculty teaching PARTICULAR courses in
History, English, Math, etc. have agreed on curriculum and grading
standards for the courses in question, then AP or other programs that
allow students to "take a shot" at them seem perfectly reasonable to me.
Obviously, assuring that the curriculum remains sound and that the
performance standards remain high falls to both student and program
assessment practices.  AP attends to both on a nation-wide scale.  Whether
or not "dual-credit" courses can match that rigor remains to be seen, but
I suspect the sheer diversity of programs (witness this discussion)
precludes that.
 
--Ed Kearns
English Department
University of Northern Colorado
Greeley, CO  80639
 
On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, Edward White wrote:
 
> Keith, I am of double--no, multiple--minds about this, as you note.  On
> the one hand, I know that most of our programs are putting a few students
> through comp who are pretty much marking time there and would be much
> better off in more advanced work for which they are well prepared.  When
> follow-up studies show many or most AP students doing just that, it does
> show predictive validity for the test, a concept which is only wicked when
> it is misused, as it often is.  On the other hand, I think one important
> goal of comp--helping students learn and use college discourse--is not
> much or at all tested by AP and cannot really be learned at high school.
> So that makes me uneasy when I see students test out of comp on the basis
> of high school work, however well done.  On the third hand, the fact that
> these students do so well in advanced courses is pretty good evidence that
> they have picked up college discourse somewhere along the way.  I could go
> on for a while, even though I have run out of hands, but I still think, on
> balance, that advanced placement is a good idea for the very best
> students.
>                                                 --Ed White
>
> On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, keith rhodes wrote:
>
> > Ed White wrote:
> >
> > >Nonetheless, I do not find their argument convincing, since many
> > >studies (including an unpublished one of my own) have shown that students
> > >passing AP (or a similar demanding test), even at the 3 level, do as well
> > >or better in later college courses as those passing comp with A or B
> > >grades.
> >
> > Ed, aren't you saying that passing the AP *predicts* success in college as
> > well as doing well in our courses might?  Harshly as you've treated uses of
> > prediction before, can you explain the difference here?  My own sense is
> > that, absent an articulated statement of shared disciplinary expectations,
> > we're forced into the prediction game just to respond to those for whom it
> > is the dominant way of making decisions.  But I thought that sort of
> > realrhetorik was unclean on this list.
> >
> > Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
> > Department of English, Colden Hall
> > Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
> > mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
> >
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 08:07:00 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         WILLIAM COBURN <coburnw@NEVADA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Course Packets
In-Reply-To:  <980211152527.2045b287@cup.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
For what it's worth:  We had an anthology of student essays collected by
teachers in the comp program for a while.  We published a new edition each
year and required next year's students to buy it.  The student with the
best essay was awarded a small cash prize.  The small profit--we tried to
keep the price as low as possible--was used to finance professional
activity of comp instructors who were not eligible for any other form of
institutional support--i.e., adjuncts, TA's, and lecturers who wanted to
be more professionally active.
 
Here are some of the problems we met:  1) not many of the teachers wanted
to play, so they did not encourage their best writers to play, resulting
in less than sterling writing samples, which led to a reluctance on the
part of teachers to use the essays as models  2) we had trouble finding
volunteers to put the book together, meaning it fell for the most part on
me and my assistant, 3) the literature faculty began looking hungrily at
the balance in our account and gradually started tapping into it for their
own travel; 4) about that time the whole thing was abandoned.
 
Not a pretty picture.
 
Leon Coburn
UNLV
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 10:08:05 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eric Crump <eric@SERV1.NCTE.ORG>
Subject:      fallen comrades
X-To:         College English Composition Discussion List
              <ECOMP-L@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU>,
              Alliance for Computers and Writing <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>
X-cc:         Victor Villanueva <villav@mail.wsu.edu>,
              Gesa Kirsch <gkirsch@ncte.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Hey everybody,
 
CCCC could use your help. Recently, members of the organization have paid
tribute in various ways to departed colleague Jim Berlin. Then at the NCTE
Convention this past November, three colleagues were honored at the event
and in the program book (Alan Purves, James Moffett, and Robert Shafer).
 
The CCCC 98 program book goes to press soon, and we're wondering if there
are any other colleagues whose passing should be noted.
 
If you know of anyone, please contact Victor Villanueva at villav@wsu.edu
as soon as possible. Thanks!!
 
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 10:40:30 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Bergmann <bergmann@UMR.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SUN.3.95.980211103555.15910G-100000@wiley.csusb.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
It strikes me that this issue is anothe reason why defining outcomes for
college writing courses is such an important pursuit right now.
 
At 10:40 AM 2/11/98 -0800, you wrote:
>Bob, you make some excellent points here, particularly about the way we
>tend to idealize our own courses when we start objecting to other routes
>to our goals.  What we're talking about here goes well beyond the surface
>issues so well handled by Mahala and Vivion.  I wonder where we all could
>pursue these questions at this level.  Theresa, is there a place for this
>left at this summer's WPA conference?  --Ed
>
>On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, Bob Schwegler wrote:
>
>> Ed,
>> You've hit on a really important point, and it is one for which I really
have
>> no answer--though I think it is worth exploring.  I would agree that one
of the
>> goals is to introduce students to the college discourse community.  I
wonder
>> how much of this we actually do in a first-year course, especially a first-
>> semester course.  1) If we do this to some extent, what is it that we
do?  Is
>> this measureable (by paper features, interviews, or some other means)?
Can we
>> examine the outcomes of a strong dual-credit program to see if similar
things
>> happen?  2) If we do this to only a limited extent, are other things
more im-
>> portant in the course?  Do many comp courses do it--or do many fail to
do it?
>> Can we judge a comp course as a success or failure based on whether it does
>>
>> this or not, especially when it fulfills a lot of other expectations--or if
>> we discover that the other courses a student takes provide equally
important
>> introductions to college discourse?  (I'm not saying that the last
possibility
>> is one I consider all that important or likely, but I'm trying to look
at the
>> different questions.) 3) Do college comp courses taken by part-time
commuter
>> students at a branch campus provide an introduction to college
discourse?  If
>> not, are our transfer practices in need of work so that we do more than
look
>> at a course description and a transcript?  (This is probably something
worth
>> thinking about, I feel).
>>
>> I'd like to pursue some of these questions and the larger question of dual-
>> credit courses because I think it is linked to the concerns many of us have
>> about the goals and outcomes of composition courses in general.  I think
that
>> examining the outcomes of "well run" and "questionable" programs as well as
>> the campus programs to which they are linked or to which many students
try to
>> transfer credit might be revealing (and incredibly exhausting).
>>
>> Bob Schwegler
>> College Writing Program
>> University of Rhode Island
>> RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
>>
>
>
 
Linda S. Bergmann
Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
University of Missouri-Rolla
Rolla, MO  65409
 
(573) 341-4685
 
bergmann@umr.edu
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Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 08:40:12 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kurt Bouman <boum9534@UIDAHO.EDU>
Subject:      University-Wide Expectations (Was "Dual Credit")
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A41.3.96.980212075316.12082A-100000@bentley.univnorthco.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Thu, 12 Feb 1998, Edward A Kearns wrote:
 
> In the fall of 1996 I read course syllabi from over 60 general ed. courses
> across the curriculum offered for entering freshmen and concluded, among
> other things, that there IS no "college" or "university discourse
> community."  Assignments ranged from 15-20 page "research papers" in
> Political Science to "A play or dialogue" on suicide in Philosophy.  I
> also surveyed "content" faculty, asking them to indicate the significance
> certain features of writing (from spelling to ms conventions) carried in
> their grading of student writing.
 
 
Ed, I'm curious if you published your results, or if you (or others) know
of similar published studies.  As the Professional Writing Tutor at
Student Support Services, I must address faculty concerns across the
curriculum, for freshmen through grad students.  I've often thought of
undertaking a similar project, and I'd be interested learning more about
what you found out.
 
Kurt Bouman
U. Idaho
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Kurt: I am hoping to publish the results of my study on gen. ed. writing
assignments.  In the meantime, I'm presenting them at CCCC under "Are We
Fulfilling our Service Obligations?"  I'd be happy to send you a copy of
the brief report I returned to participants.
 
Ed Kearns, UNC
 
On Thu, 12 Feb 1998, Kurt Bouman wrote:
 
> On Thu, 12 Feb 1998, Edward A Kearns wrote:
>
> > In the fall of 1996 I read course syllabi from over 60 general ed. courses
> > across the curriculum offered for entering freshmen and concluded, among
> > other things, that there IS no "college" or "university discourse
> > community."  Assignments ranged from 15-20 page "research papers" in
> > Political Science to "A play or dialogue" on suicide in Philosophy.  I
> > also surveyed "content" faculty, asking them to indicate the significance
> > certain features of writing (from spelling to ms conventions) carried in
> > their grading of student writing.
>
>
> Ed, I'm curious if you published your results, or if you (or others) know
> of similar published studies.  As the Professional Writing Tutor at
> Student Support Services, I must address faculty concerns across the
> curriculum, for freshmen through grad students.  I've often thought of
> undertaking a similar project, and I'd be interested learning more about
> what you found out.
>
> Kurt Bouman
> U. Idaho
>
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I've decided, against my better judgment, to post a response to
some things said in the thread on basic writing started by Karen
Greenberg. (I should say that the last post on this I saw was Ed
White's; my lists--because I'm on too many--are set to "digest,"
so I won't see what people said today till early tomorrow.)
 
Karen is angry about what is happening in CUNY.  So am I.  Some
trustees are urging the elimination of all remediation from the
senior colleges. The mayor has gone so far as to propose reducing
enrollment in the community colleges by 75%. At the October
conference of the CUNY Association of Writing Supervisors, I read
from a talk Mina Shaughnessy gave to that same group in `76, at
the time people in CUNY refer to as the mid-seventies massacre.
Shaughnessy said that those who were trying to get rid of basic
writing in CUNY could not succeed, that open admissions was an
irrevocable step. It was as much a plea as a conviction then; if
anything, it may be more so now.  At the end of January, the CUNY
Board of Trustees voted on a resolution to end open admissions;
that it did not pass then doesn't mean that it won't later.
 
So things truly are bad.  That Karen directs some of her anger at
Ira Shor's article in the Spring `97 JBW does concern me, partly
as co-editor of the journal (with Trudy Smoke), partly as someone
who not only esteems both Karen and Ira but considers each a true
friend, someone who's given personal as well as collegial support.
(I also, frankly, envy the intensity of conviction in each; I tend
to be much more sure of a problem's complexity than the rightness
of any particular solution.)  I do want to say that Ira's piece is
not some hastily conceived polemic. It began with a call to end
basic writing bravely delivered at the Conference on Basic Writing
Workshop in Phoenix, but it took into account the feedback he got
there and later (much of it from Trudy and me in long e-mail
exchanges, and also from a sustained discussion on CBW-L).  The
result, Trudy and I joked, should receive some special award for
the longest works cited list ever to accompany a JBW article (and
we had just finished the cumulative bibliography, so we knew).
Ira is at pains to present his argument in an expansive historical
and national (even international) context.  Karen, for her part,
prepared a cogent, compelling response that Ira was not being
sensitive enough to specific contexts and sites of instruction.
Her response, as well as one no less thoughtful and compelling
from Terry Collins, will come out shortly, being in press.
 
I don't suppose for a moment I have fairly or adequately characterized
Ira's article or Karen's and Terry's responses to it. My point--it was
one I conceded in a long-ago discussion of lit vs. comp on WPA-L in which
I was probably more sinning than sinned against--is that there are limits
to conclusions we can formulate from e-mail posts.  Anyone who has
scrolled this far is surely in the choir I'm preaching to.  What e-mail
gains in dialectic it tends to lose in development, something we, of
all people, have to be especially sensitive to. Taught to tease out
issues to their full complexity, we find that strength a weakness when
countering politicians' soundbites and slogans. But I think a certain
suspension of judgment, if it leaves us bedeviled, still puts us on
the side of the angels.  And e-mail posts, even ones that aren't
discourteously long like this one, participate in that so long as we
remember that a thread isn't done till it's dropped.
 
One last thing, though I'm using my JBW sig file, which includes
Trudy (as it must), these ramblings are only my own.
 
--George
 
George Otte            Co-editor, JBW  Trudy Smoke            Co-editor, JBW
Email Address:  gotbb@cunyvm.cuny.edu  Email:   tsmoke@shiva.hunter.cuny.edu
Writing Director, Baruch College/CUNY  Writing Director, Hunter College/CUNY
17 Lexington Ave., New York, NY 10010  695 Park Avenue,  New York, NY  10021
Phone: 212 387-1772 Fax: 212 387-1785  Phone: 212 772-5742 Fax: 212 724-3844
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My husband, musical artiste and musicologist extraordinaire, offers the
following recommendations:
 
April 3, 8pm:  Keith Jarrett, Gary Peacock, Jack DeJohnette
April 4th, 8pm:  Ramsey Lewis Sextet
April 5th: 3pm:  Alfred Brendel, piano recital (Mozart Fantasy in C
minor, K
396; Schubert Sonata in G major, D.894;  Mozart Sonata in B-flat major,
K.
570; and Haydn Sonata in E-flat major, Hob. XVI-52.)
 
Single tickets are available for all events, but Keith Jarrett is almost
sold
out.
For tickets, call (800) 223-7114.
 
 
 
--
 
Karin Evans, Ph.D.
Department of English     Elmhurst College
190 Prospect Ave.    Elmhurst, IL 60126-3296
630-617-3134       karine@elmhurst.edu
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        After reading George Otte's recent email posting, it seems that
it is now time for me to enter the discussion prompted by Karen
Greenberg's statement that remediation has been eliminated at CUNY and
her characterization of Ira Shor's article in the Spring 1997 issue of
JBW as a diatribe against basic writing.
        It is true that we in CUNY are facing grim, grave times for basic
writing and ESL students, as well as for faculty teaching those courses.
The mayor of New York and some members of the CUNY Board of Trustees have
been waging an attack on community colleges and on the students served by
these colleges.  Yesterday I attended a Senate meeting in my college
where an administrator from the Board of Trustees announced to the
audience that remediation will be limited.  Sitting in the third row of
the audience, I thought I heard her say "eliminated," but she claimed
that had used the word "limited."  When does limited become eliminated?
Almost every day in one of the New York newspapers, CUNY's reputation is
sullied and CUNY students are downgraded.  In a climate such as this,
many of us feel furious and frustated.  Our efforts seem to go unnoticed
and our students are devalued.  As JBW's co-editor with George Otte, I
know we have made every effort to publish articles that reflect the
issues faced by our field at this time.  Our spring 1997 issue was also
an issue based on the papers emanating from the 1997 4C's basic writing
workshop.  Decontextualizing Ira's article and his provocative title
which conflates writing instruction and apartheid is problematic. In our
fall 1997 issue, now at the printer's, we publish thoughtful responses
to Ira's article from Karen Greenberg and Terry Collins of the University
of Minnesota.  Sobering and troubling as it may be, Ira's article is produci
ng a dialogue about a topic that we must continue to discuss and debate.
        In Hunter College, where Karen and I both teach, we have seen one
level of basic writing eliminated, one level of basic reading eliminated,
and one level of ESL outsourced to a continuing education program located
in our college.  We are now left with one level of basic writing, two
levels of ESL writing, one level of basic reading.  There are only three
sections of basic writing this semester--and  these sections have barely
filled. Our ESL sections have also been cut drastically.  Admissions
standards
have been raised to such a degree in the senior colleges of CUNY that few
students are accepted who have not already passed the CUNY WAT, RAT, and
MAT (Writing, Reading, and Mathematics Assessment Tests).  The numbers of
students accepted at Hunter have not diminished, however.  Our president
has provided funding so that all accepted students are able to get into
their required courses.  What this means for us is tht we have more
sections of Composition 1 and Expository Writing than we have ever had
before, but remedial and developmental programs have virtually been
eliminated or relegated to 6-week summer and 3-week intersession programs.
        Where are the students that need remedial or developmental
courses going?  Presently, they are accepted in the CUNY community
colleges, much criticized, overburdened, and undervalued institutions.
In these colleges, faculty members have valiantly (as we have in the
senior colleges) created new programs, linked classes, mainstreamed
students, received FIPSE awards, developed computer software, and
enhanced support services to assist students' academic development.  If
politicans have their way, these programs may also be eliminated and the
promise of CUNY and higher education education denied to those in the
city who most need and deserve it.  Is this cause for alarm?  I certainly
think so.  I also think that as a group we must use this crisis to join
our forces to benefit our students and to make sure that public education
remains a viable possibility for them.
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In my zeal to send our my message, I forgot to sign it.  Please forgive
the length and the passion, I am very troubled by the issues we are facing.
   Trudy Smoke
    Co-Editor, JBW
    English Department
    Hunter College, CUNY
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Will, Pattison's book is one of my favorites too.  I think why you missed
it earlier is (a) it's not really addressed to a disciplinary readership,
and (b) it went out print (unfortunately).  But more of us should read it,
I think.
 
Joe Harris
 
 
>I've found a book that I should have read in grad school but didn't...
>
>_On Literacy_ by Robert Pattison (oxford u press, l982) is really getting
>me to confront my own understanding of literacy in some powerful ways
>Pattison uses history to show how meanings of literacy always needs
>context.  He argues that literacy is really a "consiousness" that
>synthesizes reading and writing skills with cultural and rhetorical
>direction, and stresses the way rhetoric is overlooked in a literacy
>connotation that too often stresses only reading and writing skills.
>
>Since Professor Pattison calls rhetoric, reading, and writing technologies
>of literacy, I'm also interested how computer technology increasingly
>seems to be part of our current understanding of literacy.
>
>Can more experienced readers of this text give me some guidance?  I think
>it's quite good and still don't know how I missed it in the 80's...
>
>will hochman
>director of writing
>u of southern colo
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 19:34:19 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karen Greenberg <kgreenbe@SHIVA.HUNTER.CUNY.EDU>
Subject:      Response to your comments (fwd)
X-To:         CBW-L@TC.UMN.EDU
X-cc:         CWS-L@TC.UMN.EDU, jharris+@pitt.edu
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Thurs., 12 Feb 1998, Joe Harris wrote:
Hi Karen, I tried to post the comments below to the CBW list, but kept
having it sent back with a message that I was "not authorized."  Can you
please try sending it.
***************
I wish that I were able to make the CBW meetings at 4Cs (but I have to
attend 4Cs Exec Comm meetings at the same time); the reports on them in JBW
and on this listserv convinces me that exciting work continues to go on in
basic writing and also that there are conversations that I'd really like to
be a part of.  So I'll say a few words here, mostly as a kind of gloss on
Karen Greenberg's recent comments.
 
I agree with Karen that the cynical limiting of access to higher education
is a tragedy much more than an "opportunity"--and what I take to be the
lesson of this current squeeze is that we need to find alternate ways of
supporting *basic writers* (like the software that Karen mentions, or
programs that combine "mainstreaming" with intensive tutorial work) that do
not rely entirely on basic writing *courses and programs*--because those
are so incredibly vulnerable to cuts.  This is a very tricky diplomatic
situation--since it is very easy to see how a "radical" abolition of bw
courses (in the name of not ghetto-izing bw students) could have exactly
the same practical effects as a "conservative slashing" of bw programs,
which is that students who used to be in college no longer will be.  But at
the same point, I think we need to be careful not to seem to merely be
defending "our" courses and programs, which tends to position us as
guardians of a bureaucratic status quo, but rather to be *advocating for* a
wide set of students, and doing so in as imaginative and multiple ways as
possible.  That's what I see Karen trying to do with her new work with
computer instruction.
 
Joe Harris
Pitt
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Given that placement seems to be the big issue in dual enrollment, what are
some of the better ways to go about it in high school settings?  Is it
feasible to use impromptu essays in that setting?  Given what I'm seeing in
the dual enrollment results, I'd be inclined to accept teacher discretion if
the teachers could be shielded from the inevitable political fall-out. Is
that a pipe dream, or is there a workable method out there for that?
 
On the other track of this discussion, clearly the AP has little way to test
socialization to academic ways of being.  I'm not assuming that anyone does,
but AP seems in the worst position for that.  But why does that _have_ to be
so exclusively central to first year composition?  I can see why it works
out that way, and writing will always be a strong site for such work, but
I'm not sure we come out ahead taking on such complete ownership of
socialization--at least not in public.  There's lots of middle ground
between "where to put the commas" and socialization.  When that middle is
articulated well all of these vehicles should become more
effective--including our own classes.
 
We can't get trapped into saving jobs--especially not when many of those
jobs are still rather exploitative.  My review in our locality indicates
that dual enrollment is preparing students well for our second semester
on-campus class--better than courses at other colleges, once the nasty
placement disparities are sifted out.  So be it.  We can turn more attention
to developing rhetoric and writing beyond the first-year course.  We're
still only scratching the surface there in my neck of the woods.
 
Keith Rhodes | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu (w) | krhodes@asde.com (h)
 
"It's got to be the going, not the getting there, that's good"
                                - Harry Chapin, "Greyhound"
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Theresa, Bob and Chris,
 
    Sorry I haven't responded sooner to your replies to my earlier
post.  I really am not arguing over the value of dual credit courses.  I
understand their logic and each of your rationales for using them.  In
fact  Bob and Chris you have both convinced me that my fears are not
justified.  As long as writing instruction is imagined and practiced as
" a course, " it is just as practical to offer it earlier than later if
conditions justify it, and local criteria for course quality can be met.
 
    What seems to be making me nervous is the focus solely on the single
course and the college prep and/or college bound student, a small
minority of students at that.  What bothers me is that so many other
students and teachers in secondary schools are ignored.  I have been
working with our local high schools a lot the last few years and I have
found a familiar pattern: teachers are more than willing to work with
the "advanced" and college prep kids.  But they have already given up on
the others they see as never having a chance to go to college.  Part of
this is they have no idea how to begin working with such students.  So
my earlier concern about the lack of attention from composition studies
(or whatever it is we are now calling the graduate school, tenure-track,
publishing complex that has produced so many certified experts on
writing) is that secondary teachers are really not the intended readers
of much of the field's scholarly discourse.
 
High school teachers from my experience are not trained to be writing
teachers.  They are trained to be literature teachers or, worse, trained
in some other field like history and made to teach writing.  So in one
sense they replicate a lot of the past struggles of comp faculty who
were trained in literature and were "forced" to teach writing.  Now
having professionalized the teaching of writing, at least generally at
the college level, we have won that struggle.  But that is not true at
the high school level.  Writing is still a marginal activity.  And I
don't think Composition Studies recognizes this rather ironic situation.
 
Okay, I have shifted the issue away from dual credit courses to  larger
disciplinary concerns (or lack of).  Maybe this panel that Theresa is
suggesting could use dual credit courses as a way into beginning a
conversation about the connections colleges and universities have made
(or could or should make) with secondary institutions.  What do you all
think?
 
Mark Wiley
CSULB
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Dear Ed and others,
 
My informal findings on the diversity of academic discourses (as Peter
Elbow (?) also claims) are the same, but I have observed a remarkable
consistency (94 to 97%) in agreement among our faculty, college wide, on
criteria for evaluation.  Our scoring sessions of placement essays
begins with reaffirming or modifying the rubrics used in previous
sessions.  It seems that reqardless of discipline, our faculty scorers,
drawn from many departments as well as English, concur in their
evaluation of writing.  You have made me ourious now about what I would
find if the same cross disciplinary faculty were to score forms of
discourse other than "the placement essay."
 
Mary
 
Edward A Kearns wrote:
>
> In the fall of 1996 I read course syllabi from over 60 general ed. courses
> across the curriculum offered for entering freshmen and concluded, among
> other things, that there IS no "college" or "university discourse
> community."  Assignments ranged from 15-20 page "research papers" in
> Political Science to "A play or dialogue" on suicide in Philosophy.  I
> also surveyed "content" faculty, asking them to indicate the significance
> certain features of writing (from spelling to ms conventions) carried in
> their grading of student writing.  Findings not only reinforced the first
> conclusion, but also led me to recognize that there IS no "standard" for
> college-level writing -- unless, of course, a particular university has
> adopted one across the curriculum.
>
> The findings also led to questioning whether or not "placement" of the
> traditional variety -- exams read only by English faculty (T.A.'s) -- is
> simply anachronistic. Given the writing entering students are expected to
> do outside of freshman comp., that practice seems a waste of time and
> money.
>
> So, absent an even reasonably common curriculum and absent reasonably
> common grading or assessment standards, much of the discussion of AP and
> dual credit courses seems moot to me.  That is, such programs are best
> justified on grounds less ambitious than "predictive value" or
> "preparation for college discourse," "preparation for college-level
> writing," and the like.
>
> In general I would agree that college writing ought to be more complicated
> or demanding than that generally required in high school, and that it
> ought to be graded according to "higher" standards.  But that all should
> be a matter of cross-curricular dialogue and decision making.  In the
> meantime, and assuming that faculty teaching PARTICULAR courses in
> History, English, Math, etc. have agreed on curriculum and grading
> standards for the courses in question, then AP or other programs that
> allow students to "take a shot" at them seem perfectly reasonable to me.
> Obviously, assuring that the curriculum remains sound and that the
> performance standards remain high falls to both student and program
> assessment practices.  AP attends to both on a nation-wide scale.  Whether
> or not "dual-credit" courses can match that rigor remains to be seen, but
> I suspect the sheer diversity of programs (witness this discussion)
> precludes that.
>
> --Ed Kearns
> English Department
> University of Northern Colorado
> Greeley, CO  80639
>
> On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, Edward White wrote:
>
> > Keith, I am of double--no, multiple--minds about this, as you note.  On
> > the one hand, I know that most of our programs are putting a few students
> > through comp who are pretty much marking time there and would be much
> > better off in more advanced work for which they are well prepared.  When
> > follow-up studies show many or most AP students doing just that, it does
> > show predictive validity for the test, a concept which is only wicked when
> > it is misused, as it often is.  On the other hand, I think one important
> > goal of comp--helping students learn and use college discourse--is not
> > much or at all tested by AP and cannot really be learned at high school.
> > So that makes me uneasy when I see students test out of comp on the basis
> > of high school work, however well done.  On the third hand, the fact that
> > these students do so well in advanced courses is pretty good evidence that
> > they have picked up college discourse somewhere along the way.  I could go
> > on for a while, even though I have run out of hands, but I still think, on
> > balance, that advanced placement is a good idea for the very best
> > students.
> >                                                 --Ed White
> >
> > On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, keith rhodes wrote:
> >
> > > Ed White wrote:
> > >
> > > >Nonetheless, I do not find their argument convincing, since many
> > > >studies (including an unpublished one of my own) have shown that students
> > > >passing AP (or a similar demanding test), even at the 3 level, do as well
> > > >or better in later college courses as those passing comp with A or B
> > > >grades.
> > >
> > > Ed, aren't you saying that passing the AP *predicts* success in college as
> > > well as doing well in our courses might?  Harshly as you've treated uses of
> > > prediction before, can you explain the difference here?  My own sense is
> > > that, absent an articulated statement of shared disciplinary expectations,
> > > we're forced into the prediction game just to respond to those for whom it
> > > is the dominant way of making decisions.  But I thought that sort of
> > > realrhetorik was unclean on this list.
> > >
> > > Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition, 816-562-1860
> > > Department of English, Colden Hall
> > > Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, MO 64468
> > > mailto:krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu | http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
> > >
> >
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Some excerpts:
In the fall of 1996 I read course syllabi from over 60 general ed. courses
> across the curriculum offered for entering freshmen and concluded, among
> other things, that there IS no "college" or "university discourse
> community."  Assignments ranged from 15-20 page "research papers" in
> Political Science to "A play or dialogue" on suicide in Philosophy.  I
> also surveyed "content" faculty, asking them to indicate the significance
> certain features of writing (from spelling to ms conventions) carried in
> their grading of student writing.  Findings not only reinforced the first
> conclusion, but also led me to recognize that there IS no "standard" for
> college-level writing -- unless, of course, a particular university has
> adopted one across the curriculum.
***
-----------------------------------------------
Two things here - not about AP courses, but about the above statement re:
college writing:
1) I think surveys like the ones that Ed Kearns wrote about have A LOT to
tell us about how people in other disciplines conceptualize "academic
writing."  At the same time, though, I also think that it's important to
remember that even if those faculty seem to value different components of
writing (e.g., interpretation, use of evidence,
spelling/punctuation/grammar) and/or assign different kinds of papers,
there is VERY likely (I've never seen it not to be the case, in fact) that
there are common expectations for what "college writing" is underscoring
these things.  For example, students are expected to demonstrate that they
can use/reproduce knowledge (gained through reading, lectures, other
places) in ways deemed "appropriate" by the academy - regardless of the
discipline, and to show that in their writing (in whatever form that
writing takes.).  I think it would be really interesting to learn more
about this in surveys of other faculty - the surveys that I'm familiar
with, though, don't really have questions addressing this.
I would also argue that this isn't a "set" thing - that is, different
instructors (and perhaps even within certain disciplines, but that might be
too broad) define "appropriateness" differently.  But even those who really
try to create some room within those conventions (and I'd place myself
somewhere that crowd) expect students to demonstrate this kind of literacy
- in fact, I think that students have _more_ freedom to move around inside
of those conventions if they get the basic components down first.
 
2) Now, to contradict myself - no, really just to say that there can be
uniformity among surveys like Ed's... As Terry Collins mentioned in a post
to the CBW list a couple of days ago in reference to the CUNY situation,
General College has always invested in some terrific institutional
research.  Several years ago, GC surveyed faculty across the U of MN's
College of Liberal Arts (and, perhaps, beyond... I can't recall) about the
kinds of writing that they required in their courses.  Questions here asked
about assignments, but (if I'm remembering correctly) also about what kinds
of things instructors expected students to demonstrate _within_ those
assignments.  The results were actually fairly consistent, as I recall:
essays asking students to reflect on reading, essay exams, things like
this.  If people are interested, Terry Collins might say a bit more about
the survey - perhaps also about what kinds of questions were asked there.
(Because part of what you get is in the questions, of course!)
-Linda
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I apologize if this gets posted twice - my system here said it didn't get delivered,
so I'll try again.
______________________
 
Warning!  Warning! Danger Will Robinson!  Danger!
 
There are *serious* copyright problems with course packets which include
material written and/or published by other copyright holders.  You, and
your university, can be liable for all sort of nasty damages for
violation of copyright, not to mention injunctions and bad publicity and
the like.
 
The likelihood of such liability soars if you price the packets to do
more than recover costs of production.
 
The course specific anthology created from work copyrighted by others
which is then reproduced and sold or even just distributed is legally
problematic.
 
I hasten to add that the law is not clear on this.  You can copy some,
but not much.  The cases which have been decided to date are all against
use of such packets without obtaining permission and paying royalties,
if demanded.
 
Of course if the course packet to which you are referring contains only
materials copyrighted by you and by others who are giving their
permission for its inclusion, the legal problem disappears.
 
As to the ethical problem - imagine this - a lawyer - in Washington DC
yet - talking about ethics with a straight face! -  Anyway, as to the
ethical problem - the only problem I see of merit is the appearance of
conflict of interest - that you are not choosing someone else's book
just so you can make money; that you are including things just to make
more money.  The difference between a text and a course packet is that
the text is responding (presumably) to market forces - the publishing
industry and other schools - whereas your packet has none of those
constraints.  This makes a difference in the perception (and to a
degree, the reality) of the level of disinterest vs. self-promotion
involved.
 
But, at core,  I think the queasiness has more to do with a distaste for
the commercial, for the grubbiness of money, for the impurity of these
issues creeping into our pristine educational goals and environment.
And so we feel somewhat sullied by making money - other than from
teaching and researching and getting paid for it - by these collateral
aspects.
 
BTW, I feel no such compunction when I have done seminars for outside
agencies.  But I was very relieved when the bookstore took over the
reproduction of the course packet - which for two years I copied at
Kinko's and sold out of my office (long story).  Because now my
relationship with the students is not tainted by this commercial
exchange.
 
I include the syllabus and an extended handbook for the course in the
materials.  These I would feel uncomfortable making a profit on since
they are essentially the syllabus.  But the rest of the materials -
well, the few hundred per year I would make just is not worth the
hassle.
 
The University does make money on them - above reproduction costs.  But
not a lot.
 
Anyway, watch out for the legal issues as well as the ethical ones.
 
Cheers,
Steve
--
Steven D. Jamar
Professor of Law
Director, Legal Research & Writing Program
Howard University School of Law
2900 Van Ness Street N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20008
 
President, Legal Writing Institute
 
vox:  202-806-8017  fax:  202-806-8428
email:  sjamar@law.howard.edu
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Thanks Joe.  One of the things I'm working through in the book is that
Pattison calls reading and writing "technologies" and places rehtorical
thinking above these technologies as the shaper of conciousness of
literacy...Lanaham (_The Electronic Word_) frames the online tech with the
a similar priority for rhetoric and seems to be saying that computers make
rhetorical concerns more immediate...will
 
On Thu, 12 Feb 1998, Joseph Harris wrote:
 
> Will, Pattison's book is one of my favorites too.  I think why you missed
> it earlier is (a) it's not really addressed to a disciplinary readership,
> and (b) it went out print (unfortunately).  But more of us should read it,
> I think.
>
> Joe Harris
>
>
> >I've found a book that I should have read in grad school but didn't...
> >
> >_On Literacy_ by Robert Pattison (oxford u press, l982) is really getting
> >me to confront my own understanding of literacy in some powerful ways
> >Pattison uses history to show how meanings of literacy always needs
> >context.  He argues that literacy is really a "consiousness" that
> >synthesizes reading and writing skills with cultural and rhetorical
> >direction, and stresses the way rhetoric is overlooked in a literacy
> >connotation that too often stresses only reading and writing skills.
> >
> >Since Professor Pattison calls rhetoric, reading, and writing technologies
> >of literacy, I'm also interested how computer technology increasingly
> >seems to be part of our current understanding of literacy.
> >
> >Can more experienced readers of this text give me some guidance?  I think
> >it's quite good and still don't know how I missed it in the 80's...
> >
> >will hochman
> >director of writing
> >u of southern colo
>
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Did I miss something?  What are the arguments being presented in New York
for 1) the eminiation of "remedial" programs at CUNY and 2) the elimination
of community colleges?  I suspect the usual suspects for #1--students
should have these "skills" prior to entrance; universities should not be in
the business of remediation, etc.  I don't accept the arguments but at
least they're familiar.  But what possible arguments could there be for
eliminating community colleges, except the desire to create an enraged
underclass primed for revolution?
 
dw
 
Donald Wolff, Dir.
Oregon Writing Project
Loso Hall
Eastern Oregon University
La Grande, OR 97850
(541) 962-3527
dwolff@eou.edu
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Subject:      Accessing WPA archive
X-cc:         NK_NYDAHL@apollo.commnet.edu
 
Will someone be kind enough to let me know how to access the WPA-L archives?
Thanks in advance.
 
Joel Nydahl
Writing Coordinator
Norwalk Community-Technical College
Norwalk, CT 06854
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For archives of stuff since July 97, you can go to the web archive at
gcinfo.gc.maricopa.edu/~wpa/
 
For archives that go back to about 1993, you need to go to the listserv
archive, and that exact procedure keeps getting away from me. To find out what
we've got send this message to LISTSERV@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
 
INDEX WPA-L
 
But someone more knowledgeable about listserv commands than I will have to
give you the instructions for searching the archives. You can do it, but the
process is anything by self-evident. Someone has, in the past, posted those
search instructions, however. Can you come through again? Thanks much.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Rolf wrote:
 
Let me second Ed White's request.  ...and add to the symphony the Chicago
Lyric Opera.  What's happening on the musical (and perhaps drama) front
while we're there?
 
----------
 
The opera season will be over by then.  The last two operas, Pearl Fishers and
Figero, are in production now.  Phantom is going to be in the opera house this
summer, but I'm not sure when the run begins--I think it's later than we'll be
there.
 
(Too bad we can't have a CCCC excursion to see Pearl Fishers.  In a genre not
known for the literary excellence of its librettos, Pearl Fishers has to have
the bottom-of-the-barrel worst ever!)
 
Bruce
 
Bruce Leland
Western Illinois University
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Susanmarie Harrington helped me out with this a year or two ago; these were
the very good instructions she sent me (Susanmarie, hope you don't mind my
making them available to the list at large):
 
 
>Rita,
>Send the message
>index WPA-L to
>listserv@wherever.asu.edu (I forget the second part of the asu address
>there--you'll know that, though)
>
>and then you'll get back a list of all the WPA files, which are only
>monthly archives.  To request any particular month's messages, send the
>message
>
>get WPA-L filename
>(e.g. get WPA-L log9612)
>and you'll receive the month's messages all at once.
>
>I'm pasting in something from a helpfile for a list I manage--it's also
>run on listserv and I assume that the same commands will work on WPA-L
>(just substitute WPA-L for my listname below).  If you wanted to get all
>the postings on Ebonics, for instance, you could
>search Ebonics in WPA-L
>and get back a list of all the postings with that word in it--although
>that occupied so much of late dec. and early Jan. that it might be easier
>just to get the two month's logs.
>
>
>to FIND A PARTICULAR POSTING, send the command
>                search prominent-keywords-you're-searching-for in WAGGGS-L
>(e.g. search can a woman in WAGGGS-L; you'll get back a list of likely
>postings, with excerpts, and then you can send the command
>                getpost WAGGGS-L XXXX
>(XXXX is replaced with the number assigned the posting in the search
>results.  This is explained in the search results.)
 
Rita Malenczyk
Director, University Writing Program
English Department
Eastern Connecticut State University
Willimantic, CT 06226
860-465-4573 (phone), 860-465-4580 (fax)
MALENCZYKR@ECSUC.CTSTATEU.EDU
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Dear WPAers,
 
In November, a brief discussion on M.A. portfolios in Rhet/Comp programs took
place (I love the web archive!), but not much developed in this thread beyond
some brief but intriguing descriptions. Can I impose on this group's
hospitality and ask for some more information about M.A. theses?  The English
Dept. at Baylor University is trying to streamline our M.A. program, and it
has fallen on me to find out how other institutions are handling the thesis.
So, if anyone has time today or over the weekend, I could really use your
answers to these few questions:
 
Does your program require a Master's Thesis?
 
Is the thesis an option rather than a requirement?
 
What is the alternative to the thesis (more courses, portfolios, report)?
 
What are the parameters of the thesis (typical length) or of the alternatives?
 
 
My findings so far suggest that most schools either have a thesis or an
alternative of 6 hours of additional coursework.  I should add that we only
offer the M.A. in literature, and I haven't found any lit. programs that use a
portfolio system.  Are there any out there?
 
It doesn't seem wise to clutter the list with replies, so please send your
answers to me at Gordon_Grant@baylor.edu.  I will be happy to share my results
with anyone who is interested.
 
Thanks,
Gordon Grant
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Gordon,
For our MA in Rhet/Comp, we require a strange bird called "the professional
essay."  It's a compromise that seems to work pretty well btwn a
theses/non-thesis.  It's usually only about 60 pages and doesnt require all
the redtape (e.g., approval from a thesis clerk), but it still allows
students to explore a topic indepth working w/ a faculty member and
committee (it is still defended orally).
 
But because it's not quite as large a project as a thesis, it allows us to
require 1-2 more classes than a 'pure thesis' route would require.
 
Larry Beason,Director
English Composition Program
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
(509) 359-6030
 
WAC Page: http://ewu66649.ewu.edu/WAC.html
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This is a multi-part message in MIME format.
--------------23201733B99C977B795D32CA
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Here's a suggestion for getting opera information and so forth.
 
--
 
Karin Evans, Ph.D.
Department of English     Elmhurst College
190 Prospect Ave.    Elmhurst, IL 60126-3296
630-617-3134       karine@elmhurst.edu
 
 
--------------23201733B99C977B795D32CA
Content-Type: message/rfc822
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Disposition: inline
 
X-POP3-Rcpt: karine@elmhcx9
Received: from imo13.mx.aol.com by elmhcx9.elmhurst.edu (5.61/harris-5.1)
        id AA22991; Fri, 13 Feb 98 16:08:21 -0600
Received: from SingWow@aol.com
        by imo13.mx.aol.com (IMOv12/Dec1997) id PRZHa05314
        for <karine@elmhurst.edu>; Fri, 13 Feb 1998 16:56:29 -0500 (EST)
From: SingWow@aol.com
Message-Id: <372f89b.34e4c18f@aol.com>
Date: Fri, 13 Feb 1998 16:56:29 EST
To: karine@elmhurst.edu
Mime-Version: 1.0
Subject: Chicago Music Calendar!
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Mailer: AOL 3.0 16-bit for Windows sub 38
 
Karin,
 
For cultural events, try
 
     http://www.ci.chi.il.us/Tourism/Calendar/
 
Now, once it's been posted on the Web, you will get April 1998 events at
 
     http://www.ci.chi.il.us/Tourism/Calendar/98.04.html
 
but that April page is not available yet;  it's probably still under
construction.
 
     (http://www.ci.chi.il.us/Tourism/Calendar/98.03.html is the one for
March.)
 
Bonne chance,
 
Jonathan
 
 
--------------23201733B99C977B795D32CA--
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If someone has Maurice Scharton's email address, please send it to
ewhite@wiley.csusb.edu.  Thanks.  --Ed White
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SubWPA-L RANDALL MCCLURE
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Dear Joyce Simutis,
 
We are using Norton Connect.Net for 95% of our first-year classes. Would a
feature of Connect--online discussion; peer review; grading, etc--be something
you had in mind for a demonstration at 4Cs?
 
Heidemarie Z. Weidner
Coordinator of Composition
Tennessee Technological University
Cookeville, TN 38505
HWeidner@tntech.edu
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Hello.  Thank you so much for the interesting contributions my questions about
dual-credit courses have been generating. Your discussion has been most helpful
 with our
local dual-credit enterprise and the paper I am presenting at 4Cs.  I plan to
get in touch with everyone about getting permission to quote from a posted
statement.
 
A roundtable discussion would be wonderful IF a variety of people could be
included, e.g., high school teachers and administrators in addition to college
folks and administrators.
 
Heidemarie Z. Weidner
Coordinator of Composition
Tennessee Technological University
Cookeville, TN 38505
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I'm interested to know what you all think about the idea of two Rhet. and
Comp. master's students writing a collaborative master's thesis. Has this
been done before?  How do you think Ph.D. programs would view this? Would
it be accepted in the field of Rhet. and Comp.?
 
Thanks,
Joe Schaaf
Ohio University
______________________________________________
"The solution is not to integrate them into
 the structure of oppression, but to transform
 that structure so that they can become beings
 for themselves."
                                  Paulo Freire
                     Pedagogy of the Oppressed
______________________________________________
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My recent JBW article made me the target of some false charges by Karen
Greenberg, so I thought I'd reply:
 
1. Karen calls my JBW argument "fallacious" but where is her proof? She
suggests I have no right to comment on bw because I am not a bw teacher
or
coordinator. Did she really read the article and does she know what I've
 
been doing for the past 30 years? In the article itself, I mentioned
that I
taught bw for 15 years. In the 1970s, I helped build a bw program at
Staten
Island along with some gifted colleagues and I edited a special issue of
 
COLLEGE ENGLISH in 1974 that highlighted three successfull bw programs,
ours
at Staten Island included. Does that count??? I've also taught comp for
30
years. JBW editors say my article was the most-referenced one ever
printed
there. So, I'm astonished by Karen's uninformed dismissal of my
arguments. I
suppose if you don't like the message, you kill the messenger.
 
2. Karen rudely charged that my JBW essay is "self-serving." This is
disgraceful and beneath contempt. As is well known, Karen was a CUNY
insider
and former editor of JBW. It may be that cronyism and ass-kissing are
routes
to advancement in CUNY and elsewhere. But, I've never been an insider.
Since
1992, I've been teaching comp at Staten Island as well as doctoral
seminars
in comp/rhet at the CUNY Grad School, but so far NO administrators have
sought my advice on language policy, despite her accusations that CUNY
bigs
ask me for guidance. Where does Karen get her information? I haven't
been
asked to join any committee reviewing CUNY policies, for obvious
reasons.
The CUNY Board is not seeking democracy, critical literacy, or authentic
 
assessment. Lastly, when  Karen says my few citations of my previous
work in
the JBW article are self-serving, she is straining mightily to make
something of nothing. Academics routinely reference previous work to
credit
their arguments with material already published. That's the way our
discourse works, in case such an obvious point needs to be made.
 
3. I've  found CUNY students NOT like the cultural deficits Karen
portrays(students in her words who may not have read a book or written a
 
paper for 12 years prior to college). CUNY students are complex,
substantial
people who arrive in class with knowledge and literacy. I've supported
open
admissions for 27 years in CUNY and opposed in my JBW article(paragraph
one)
the conservative forces whose plans would drive out non-elite students.
I
made clear my admiration for the integrating work being done in our
field by
Soliday and Gleason, Grego and Thompson, Flower, Herzberg, Odell, Elbow,
and
others. We have strong alternatives we can rally around. Our testing,
tracking, and hiring regimes are our weaknesses which have made us
vulnerable.
 
4. In the 1970s, I was NOT one of the CUNY faculty who appeased
authorities
by inventing the infamous Writing Assessment Test. I opposed the CUNY
WAT
from its inception and still do. The failure produced by bogus testing
is a
disgrace in CUNY and our field as is the exploitation of mostly female
adjuncts from whose underpaid work large profits are skimmed off to
support
other parts of the university(a point of mine recently supported by a
CHRON
OF HIGHER ED article on the lit/comp wars and by a Feb. 8 NY TIMES piece
by
Karen Arenson on revenue generated by remediation in CUNY). This is the
wrong time to bury our heads in the sand and ignore the unprofessional
and
undemocratic testing, tracking, employment, and teaching which
predominate.
To defend the unequal status quo is as pointless as killing the
messenger if
you don't like the message.
 
Ira Shor
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Joseph,
       If the thesis results from tons of collaborative field work,
parlies new information to the discipline, and succeeds in publication,
the department's prestige might get a real boost.  The more conservative
corners of academia view anything untried with suspicion, so the
candidates might have to look more widely and remain more flexible in
seeking PhD programs.  Otherwise, the concept sounds exciting.  Good luck
with it.
 
    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
> On Mon, 16 Feb 1998, Joseph Howard Schaaf wrote:
>
> I'm interested to know what you all think about the idea of two Rhet.
> and Comp. master's students writing a collaborative master's thesis. Has
> this been done before?  How do you think Ph.D. programs would view this?
> Would it be accepted in the field of Rhet. and Comp.?
>
>
> Thanks,
> Joe Schaaf
> Ohio University
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 11:00:20 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karyn Hollis <hollis@UCIS.VILL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Job Announcement Corpus Christi
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Hi Rich--
 
Remember me, the former Corpus Christian (!).  I saw your job notice and
would love to apply--but I do have tenure and there's just too much keekping
me up here.
 
Still hope to meet you one of these days when I'm home--or maybe we'll bump
into each other at CCCC.
 
We probably won't make it back to CC this summer.  We have been in touch
with profs from Spain about a house exchange, and it looks like it may work
out.  We found them through a house exchange catalog--$78.  An interesting
organization.
 
Well, hope you get some good candidates!
Bye,
Karyn Hollis
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 09:09:17 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Comments from Ira Shor: background
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/16/98 08:50
 
WPA readers should know that Ira's comments are part of an ongoing and
unhappily personal discussion going on over on the Basic Writing list, CBW. I
would urge you to go over to CBW to see the whole exchange in order to get
some sense of the underlying issues--which I think we should look at with the
seriousness with which we view key disciplinary issues but without the
disturbing personal tone. These are tough issues and the postiions are deeply
held. Thanks much.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 11:33:05 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Comments from Ira Shor: background
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98021609091921@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
David,
      On the other hand, those who know _both_ Ira Shor and Karen
Greenberg might want to steer clear of what is essentially a local matter
in which the trees are obscuring the forest for both parties.  Having
that discussion confined to the CBW listserve is definitely not a problem.
 
    Chet Pryor__Professor & Testing Coordinator__Montgomery College
    Germantown, Maryland 20876__Phone(301)353-1964 Fax(301)353-7752
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
> On Mon, 16 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
>
> WPA readers should know that Ira's comments are part of an ongoing and
> unhappily personal discussion going on over on the Basic Writing list,
> CBW. I would urge you to go over to CBW to see the whole exchange in
> order to get some sense of the underlying issues--which I think we
> should look at with the seriousness with which we view key disciplinary
> issues but without the disturbing personal tone. These are tough issues
> and the postiions are deeply held. Thanks much.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 11:32:09 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Brad Stull <bstull@NIAGARA.RIVIER.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comments from Ira Shor: background
 
In message <WPA-L%98021609091921@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU> Writing Program
Administration writes:
> WPA readers should know that Ira's comments are part of an ongoing and
> unhappily personal discussion going on over on the Basic Writing list, CBW. I
> would urge you to go over to CBW to see the whole exchange in order to get
> some sense of the underlying issues--which I think we should look at with the
> seriousness with which we view key disciplinary issues but without the
> disturbing personal tone. These are tough issues and the postiions are deeply
> held. Thanks much.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
 
 
++++++++
 
I'll bite. Does anyone know how to subscribe to the Basic Writing list?
 
Thanks.
 
Brad Stull
 
 
               _______________________________________________
 
 
                                Rivier College
               A Catholic, Liberal Education for Social Justice
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 11:02:37 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Joe Williams <jmw1@MIDWAY.UCHICAGO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Comments from Ira Shor: background
 
>I'll bite. Does anyone know how to subscribe to the Basic Writing list?
>
>Thanks.
>
>Brad Stull
>
>
>
Me too.
 
Joe Williams
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 17:23:39 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Dunbar-Odom <Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Subscribing to CBW
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Brad and Joe and interested others:
 
I'm on the CBW list, but of course can't find the exact subscription info.
 
The address is  cbw-l@tc.umn.edu and if I remember correctly the
subscription address is listserv@tc.umn.edu.  Then follow the usual
subscription protocols ([subscribe {your name}]).
 
Let me know if this doesn't work, and I'll look again for the correct info.
I recently got a "new" (somebody else's castoff which was better than my old
one) computer and seem to have lost or misplaced some files.
 
Donna D-O
 
At 11:02 AM 2/16/98 -0600, you wrote:
>>I'll bite. Does anyone know how to subscribe to the Basic Writing list?
>>
>>Thanks.
>>
>>Brad Stull
>>
>>
>>
>Me too.
>
>Joe Williams
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 17:36:02 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Dunbar-Odom <Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      WritingC List info
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
A while ago someone posted to either this list or to the CBW list about a
new discussion list for Writing  Center tutors (WritingC-L).  I forwarded
the message to our Writing Center Director who told her tutors about it who
then tried to subscribe.  Unfortunately their messages have been bouncing
back.
I'm sorry to post to the entire list, but I can't remember where I got the
subscription information.  If it was here, would the person who posted the
information please email me off-list?
 
Thanks all,
 
Donna D-O
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 11:13:20 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Christine Hult <FAHULT@CC.USU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: request for info on M.A. th
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
Gordon, We offer a choice of several options (many of which have already
been discussed here): Plan A (thesis) Plan B (two "professional essays" plus
extra coursework) Plan C (lots more extra course work).  Our technical
writing M.S. degree uses a portfolio instead of a thesis.  Christine Hult
Utah State University
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 12:10:02 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Judith Lynn Hebb <jhebb@BOISDARC.TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
subscribeWRITINGCJUDYHEBB
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 13:03:30 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Joe Williams <jmw1@MIDWAY.UCHICAGO.EDU>
 
>subscribeWRITINGCJUDYHEBB
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 14:54:50 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Barbara Cambridge <bcambridge@AAHE.ORG>
Subject:      Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
The AAHE Assessment Conference regularly has sessions on the topic of
measurable outcomes from courses, including dual-credit courses. This
year's conference is from June 13-17 in Cincinnati, Ohio. If you are
interested in information, please post a request to Kendra LaDuca,
Project Assistant, at assess@aahe.org.
____________________________
Barbara L. Cambridge
Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
FAX (202) 293-0073
bcambridge@aahe.org
 
 
>----------
>From:  Linda Bergmann[SMTP:bergmann@UMR.EDU]
>Sent:  Thursday, February 12, 1998 11:40 AM
>To:    WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
>Subject:       Re: Dual Credit v. AP--?
>
>It strikes me that this issue is anothe reason why defining outcomes for
>college writing courses is such an important pursuit right now.
>
>At 10:40 AM 2/11/98 -0800, you wrote:
>>Bob, you make some excellent points here, particularly about the way we
>>tend to idealize our own courses when we start objecting to other routes
>>to our goals.  What we're talking about here goes well beyond the surface
>>issues so well handled by Mahala and Vivion.  I wonder where we all could
>>pursue these questions at this level.  Theresa, is there a place for this
>>left at this summer's WPA conference?  --Ed
>>
>>On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, Bob Schwegler wrote:
>>
>>> Ed,
>>> You've hit on a really important point, and it is one for which I really
>have
>>> no answer--though I think it is worth exploring.  I would agree that one
>of the
>>> goals is to introduce students to the college discourse community.  I
>wonder
>>> how much of this we actually do in a first-year course, especially a
>>>first-
>>> semester course.  1) If we do this to some extent, what is it that we
>do?  Is
>>> this measureable (by paper features, interviews, or some other means)?
>Can we
>>> examine the outcomes of a strong dual-credit program to see if similar
>things
>>> happen?  2) If we do this to only a limited extent, are other things
>more im-
>>> portant in the course?  Do many comp courses do it--or do many fail to
>do it?
>>> Can we judge a comp course as a success or failure based on whether it
>>>does
>>>
>>> this or not, especially when it fulfills a lot of other expectations--or
>>>if
>>> we discover that the other courses a student takes provide equally
>important
>>> introductions to college discourse?  (I'm not saying that the last
>possibility
>>> is one I consider all that important or likely, but I'm trying to look
>at the
>>> different questions.) 3) Do college comp courses taken by part-time
>commuter
>>> students at a branch campus provide an introduction to college
>discourse?  If
>>> not, are our transfer practices in need of work so that we do more than
>look
>>> at a course description and a transcript?  (This is probably something
>worth
>>> thinking about, I feel).
>>>
>>> I'd like to pursue some of these questions and the larger question of
>>>dual-
>>> credit courses because I think it is linked to the concerns many of us
>>>have
>>> about the goals and outcomes of composition courses in general.  I think
>that
>>> examining the outcomes of "well run" and "questionable" programs as well
>>>as
>>> the campus programs to which they are linked or to which many students
>try to
>>> transfer credit might be revealing (and incredibly exhausting).
>>>
>>> Bob Schwegler
>>> College Writing Program
>>> University of Rhode Island
>>> RSCHWEG@URIACC.URI.EDU
>>>
>>
>>
>
>Linda S. Bergmann
>Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
>University of Missouri-Rolla
>Rolla, MO  65409
>
>(573) 341-4685
>
>bergmann@umr.edu
>
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Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 13:22:08 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Carol Haviland <cph@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Collaborative Master's Thesis
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Hi Joe:  I'm happy to see this question introduced; it had a brief life at a
CCCC session a year or two ago and was dismissed--by bright, capable people.
However, I'm not sure that much more than tradition stands in the way, and I
think that it offers much as it enacts composition's undergirding theories.
Our department has supported such a venture, although it has met with
resistance at the graduate dean's office.   The key for me is why the
students are collaborating.  Several who have proposed collab theses have
simply doubled the scope of a thesis and then split the work, which I don't
see as a substantive rationale.  Their proposals need to show why a
collaborative venture can do something different, not simply more, than a
single-authored study.  I'll be interested in others' responses, for this
topic is very much alive here.
 
Carol
 
>I'm interested to know what you all think about the idea of two Rhet. and
>Comp. master's students writing a collaborative master's thesis. Has this
>been done before?  How do you think Ph.D. programs would view this? Would
>it be accepted in the field of Rhet. and Comp.?
>
>Thanks,
>Joe Schaaf
>Ohio University
>______________________________________________
>"The solution is not to integrate them into
> the structure of oppression, but to transform
> that structure so that they can become beings
> for themselves."
>                                  Paulo Freire
>                     Pedagogy of the Oppressed
>______________________________________________
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 14:07:19 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         richard lloyd jones <rljones@BLUE.WEEG.UIOWA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Collaborative Master's Thesis
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.93.980216095254.29972A-100000@oak.cats.ohiou.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Attention, Joe Williams.  Didn't you direct a dissertation at Chicago that
meets this standard?  Rosemary Hake and someone else.  She did the languae
part and the other person did the math?  Two departments involved,
perhaps?  Or has my memory gone south?   Peace jix
 
 
> I'm interested to know what you all think about the idea of two Rhet. and
> Comp. master's students writing a collaborative master's thesis. Has this
> been done before?  How do you think Ph.D. programs would view this? Would
> it be accepted in the field of Rhet. and Comp.?
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 12:28:47 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Collaborative Master's Thesis
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.93.980216095254.29972A-100000@oak.cats.ohiou.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Our MA in English Composition has accepted many theses (maybe over 50 by
now) and I think one of them was collaborative.  Our big problem is a grad
dean who is deeply suspicious of the idea, with some good reason from his
perspective.  I just had a terrific pair who very much wanted to do such a
thesis but found the problems associated with it too much to handle.  I'll
be interested in what emerges on this interesting topic. --Ed White
 
On Mon, 16 Feb 1998, Joseph Howard Schaaf wrote:
 
> I'm interested to know what you all think about the idea of two Rhet. and
> Comp. master's students writing a collaborative master's thesis. Has this
> been done before?  How do you think Ph.D. programs would view this? Would
> it be accepted in the field of Rhet. and Comp.?
>
> Thanks,
> Joe Schaaf
> Ohio University
> ______________________________________________
> "The solution is not to integrate them into
>  the structure of oppression, but to transform
>  that structure so that they can become beings
>  for themselves."
>                                   Paulo Freire
>                      Pedagogy of the Oppressed
> ______________________________________________
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 15:30:42 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Laura Rose Micciche <lrmiccic@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      politics
In-Reply-To:  <199611110142.BAA193052@r02n05.cac.psu.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Hello all.  I'm doing research for my dissertation and need some help
locating information.  Does anyone know of the origins of the phrase
"political turn" in reference to the politicization of composition
studies?  Who coined it and where does it appear?  Thanks in advance for
any help you can offer.
 
Laura Micciche
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 16:01:05 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.96.980216152223.31699A-100000@alpha3.csd.uwm.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
I don't know for sure that this suggestion will lead you to the precise
origin of that phrase, but I'd urge you to look at Linda Brodkey's new
book, WRITING PERMITTED IN DESIGNATED AREAS ONLY, or her chapter with the
same title in Michael Berube and Cary Nelson's HIGHER EDUCATION UNDER
FIRE:  POLITICS, ECONOMICS, AND THE CRISIS OF THE HUMANITIES.  In both
places, Brodkey recounts the harrowing tale of learning what "the eyes of
Texas are upon you" means in certain circles.
 
David Jolliffe
DePaul, Chicago
 
On Mon, 16 Feb 1998, Laura Rose Micciche wrote:
 
> Hello all.  I'm doing research for my dissertation and need some help
> locating information.  Does anyone know of the origins of the phrase
> "political turn" in reference to the politicization of composition
> studies?  Who coined it and where does it appear?  Thanks in advance for
> any help you can offer.
>
> Laura Micciche
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 16 Feb 1998 22:56:21 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Fulkerson <dick_fulkerson@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Judy, I got this subscribe message.  Something is fouled up.
 
At 12:10 PM 2/16/98 -0600, you wrote:
>subscribeWRITINGCJUDYHEBB
>
Richard Fulkerson
Director of English Graduate Studies
Department of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Commerce, TX 75429
 
Home            (903) 886 3397
Office          (903) 886 5271
 
E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
 
                *******************************************************
                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
                I, of course, oppose it.
                *******************************************************
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 12 Feb 1998 08:53:30 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Prof. Steven D. Jamar, Dir. LRW Program" <sjamar@LAW.HOWARD.EDU>
Organization: Howard University School of Law
Subject:      Re: Course packets
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; x-mac-type="54455854";
              x-mac-creator="4D4F5353"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Warning!  Warning! Danger Will Robinson!  Danger!
 
There are *serious* copyright problems with course packets which include
material written and/or published by other copyright holders.  You, and
your university, can be liable for all sort of nasty damages for
violation of copyright, not to mention injunctions and bad publicity and
the like.
 
The likelihood of such liability soars if you price the packets to do
more than recover costs of production.
 
The course specific anthology created from work copyrighted by others
which is then reproduced and sold or even just distributed is legally
problematic.
 
I hasten to add that the law is not clear on this.  You can copy some,
but not much.  The cases which have been decided to date are all against
use of such packets without obtaining permission and paying royalties,
if demanded.
 
Of course if the course packet to which you are referring contains only
materials copyrighted by you and by others who are giving their
permission for its inclusion, the legal problem disappears.
 
As to the ethical problem - imagine this - a lawyer - in Washington DC
yet - talking about ethics with a straight face! -  Anyway, as to the
ethical problem - the only problem I see of merit is the appearance of
conflict of interest - that you are not choosing someone else's book
just so you can make money; that you are including things just to make
more money.  The difference between a text and a course packet is that
the text is responding (presumably) to market forces - the publishing
industry and other schools - whereas your packet has none of those
constraints.  This makes a difference in the perception (and to a
degree, the reality) of the level of disinterest vs. self-promotion
involved.
 
But, at core,  I think the queasiness has more to do with a distaste for
the commercial, for the grubbiness of money, for the impurity of these
issues creeping into our pristine educational goals and environment.
And so we feel somewhat sullied by making money - other than from
teaching and researching and getting paid for it - by these collateral
aspects.
 
BTW, I feel no such compunction when I have done seminars for outside
agencies.  But I was very relieved when the bookstore took over the
reproduction of the course packet - which for two years I copied at
Kinko's and sold out of my office (long story).  Because now my
relationship with the students is not tainted by this commercial
exchange.
 
I include the syllabus and an extended handbook for the course in the
materials.  These I would feel uncomfortable making a profit on since
they are essentially the syllabus.  But the rest of the materials -
well, the few hundred per year I would make just is not worth the
hassle.
 
The University does make money on them - above reproduction costs.  But
not a lot.
 
Anyway, watch out for the legal issues as well as the ethical ones.
 
Cheers,
Steve
--
Steven D. Jamar
Professor of Law
Director, Legal Research & Writing Program
Howard University School of Law
2900 Van Ness Street N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20008
 
President, Legal Writing Institute
 
vox:  202-806-8017  fax:  202-806-8428
email:  sjamar@law.howard.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 07:45:49 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Peter Sands <sands@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CBW-L subscription info.
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
RE: the request for information on signing onto CBW-L.
 
Send email to: listserv@tc.umn.edu
 
Leave the subject line blank. In the body of the message write:
 
subscribe cbw-l YOURNAME
 
FWIW, the current argument over the future of Basic Writing at CUNY, is,
as David suggests, increasingly taking a personal tone somewhat far
afield from the larger issues, *but* it seems to me that those issues
are still embedded in the battle.
 
 
--
Peter Sands, U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
sands@csd.uwm.edu || http://www.uwm.edu/~sands
Writing Center || http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/English/wcenter/
English Department || http://www.csd.uwm.edu/Dept/English/
Epiphany Project || http://mason.gmu.edu/~epiphany
414.229.4416 || 414.229.2643 (fax)
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 08:50:17 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Terence G. Collins" <tcollins@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      cbw-l
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
I get wpa-l in digest form.  Sorry if this duplicates info sent in the
interim.
 
To subscibe to cbw-L, send to listserv@tc.umn.edu the message
subscribe CBW-L firstname lastname
where firstname and lastname are you.  As always, no subject line and no
signature.
You can get the logs for CBW-L via a message to listserv@tc.umn.edu which
would say
index cbw-l
This will get you a list of archives organized by month.  You would then
use the message to listserv@tc.umn.edu
get CBW-L logxxxx
where xxxx is the year/month you want, in the case of the Shor-Greenberg
exchange, 9802.
Let me know if you have trouble.
Terry Collins
(It's pretty important to have read Ira's article "Our Apartheid: Writing
Instruction etc." in JBW 16.1 to understand the discussion; JBW 16.2 will
have replies).
 
Terry Collins
Director of Academic Affairs and Curriculum
Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teaching Professor of Writing and Literature
General College-University of Minnesota
246 Appleby Hall
128 Pleasant Street SE
Minneapolis, MN  55455   USA
(612)625-5366
FAX: (612)625-0709
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 09:17:21 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Joanne Addison <jaddison@CARBON.CUDENVER.EDU>
Subject:      staff development
In-Reply-To:  <34E9948C.9CA6902A@csd.uwm.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Could someone tell me if WPA as an organization has developed models for
staff development (i.e., part-time instructors, TA's and faculty) within
writing programs? Where might I find such models?  I would also appreciate
citations for articles that focus on the use of portfolio assessment in
terms of staff/professional development.
 
 
Thanks,
Joanne
 
Joanne Addison, Ph.D.
Department of English, Box 175
University of Colorado-Denver
P.O. Box 173364
Denver, CO 80217-3364
jaddison@carbon.cudenver.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 12:53:01 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Heidemarie Z Weidner <HWEIDNER@TNTECH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: staff development
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
To Joanne Addison: NCTE has a study group packet on assessment that contains
several articles on portfolio assessment, how-to as well as evaluating
effectiveness.  THe packet can be ordered from NCTE. Cost $15. Suggestions for
working with the packet are included. At this time, I am using it with my TAs.
 
Heide Weidner
Coordinator of Composition
TTU, Cookeville
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 14:24:11 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jyood@AOL.COM
Subject:      Dec. 98 MLA Special Session on Writing Centers
X-cc:         Padaulton@aol.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit
 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS FOR SPECIAL SESSION AT DEC. 98 MLA:
        ------Theorizing Writing Center Practices-------
Proposals requested for a subject the MLA has not often featured: the theory
and practice of Writing Centers as a site and sign of change in Writing
Programs and in the larger academic community.  Looking for any aspect of
writing center theory and practice that would bring writing centers to the
forefront of Composition, Rhetoric, and English Studies discussions .  Send
250 word abstract by 20 March To: Jessica Yood.  Email: jyood@aol.com.  Mail:
SUNY Stony Brook, Writing Programs, Stony Brook, NY 11794-5350.
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 17:17:05 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Sharon Quiroz <squiroz@CHARLIE.CNS.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      are we this?
In-Reply-To:  <c=US%a=_%p=AAHE%l=AAHEPDC1-980216195450Z-932@aahepdc1.aahe.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Hello,
 
A colleague wants to know whether I (his local writing expert) am one of
these:
 
The actual sentence from the NSF guidelines is: "Collaboration with experts
on cognition and social processes in teaching and learning with engineering
educators will be essential to assure
     application of latest understandings of how learning and creativity
occur. "
 
 
 
I think we all are.  Yes?
 
Sharon
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 17 Feb 1998 21:55:04 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Heidemarie Z Weidner <HWEIDNER@TNTECH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: are we this?
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
Perhaps Williams could add this sentence about experts to his chapter on
clarity.  I will use it next Thursday in class and watch the rewrites my
students attempt.
 
HWeidner
 
: "Collaboration with experts
> on cognition and social processes in teaching and learning with engineering
> educators will be essential to assure
>      application of latest understandings of how learning and creativity
> occur. "
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 09:40:24 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Joe Williams <jmw1@MIDWAY.UCHICAGO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: are we this?
 
>Perhaps Williams could add this sentence about experts to his chapter on
>clarity.  I will use it next Thursday in class and watch the rewrites my
>students attempt.
>
>HWeidner
>
>: "Collaboration with experts
>> on cognition and social processes in teaching and learning with engineering
>> educators will be essential to assure
>>      application of latest understandings of how learning and creativity
>> occur. "
 
I will.  Here's one shot at it.
 
We (or someone) can apply recent research into the way engineerng students
learn and/to think creatively only if we collaborate with experts who have
studied cognition and social processes in teaching and learning.
 
 
I'm not sure what "social processes in teaching an learning" means. So,
 
We can apply recent research into the way engineerng students learn to
think creatively only if we collaborate with experts who have studied how
students learn.
 
or if experts and researchers are the same and we assume the audience takes
engineering education for granted, and the emphasis is on creativity,
 
We can use research into how our students learn to think creatively only if
we work with the reseachers.
 
Joe Williams
U Chicago
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 10:03:50 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Theresa Enos <enos@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Consultant/Evaluator Workshop Saturday at 4Cs?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
>Date: Sun, 15 Feb 1998 22:19:21 -0500 (EST)
>From: christine rhoda farris <crfarris@indiana.edu>
>X-Sender: crfarris@hamlet.ucs.indiana.edu
>To: Theresa Enos <enos@u.arizona.edu>
>Subject: Re: Consultant/Evaluator Workshop Saturday at 4Cs?
>
>Theresa: Here's the call for papers for the WPA-sponsored sessions at the
>next MLA. I'mnot on the big WPA list, so could I ask you to please post
>this notice for me if you approve. Thanks!
>
>
>CALL FOR PAPERS
>WPA-ARRANGED PANELS AT MLA 1998
>CONVENTION IN SAN FRANCISCO
>
>The Council of Writing Program Administrators (WPA) will be sponsoring two
>panels at MLA. All participants in convention sessions must be dues-paid
>MLA members by April 1. Members may participate in a max. of 2 sessions.
>
>One-page abstracts by March 15 to Christine Farris, Dept. English,
>Ballantine 442, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405.
>FAX: 812 855-9535. CRFARRIS@indiana.edu
>
>ISSUES IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND PEDAGOGICAL REFIGURING OF COMPOSITION AND
>ENGLISH STUDIES
>
>--Civil Wars? "Plantations'? "Boss Compositionists"? In this climate of
>downsizing and the subsequent scramble for capital, who should be teaching
>and administering writing?
>
>POST-PROCESS THEORY IN THE FIRST-YEAR COMPOSITION CURRICULUM
>
>--While individual instructors retool writing coursesin ways that reflect
>familiarity with postmodern theory and cultural studies and sometimes
>years of classroom experience, how much retooling has gone on in the
>curricula of large programs with first-year courses taught by many
>first-time composition teachers? What remains from approaches labeled
>current-traditional and process writing? What's been added or transformed?
>What makes it composition?
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 11:24:42 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Haswell <rhaswell@FALCON.TAMUCC.EDU>
Organization: Texas A&M University--Corpus Christi
Subject:      New Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
I'd be happy to hear of the existence of new Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
that have been born since Stuart Brown and others published their list
in Rhetoric Review  vol. 12 (1994): 240-389.
 
Rich Haswell
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 12:01:48 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Sharon Quiroz <squiroz@CHARLIE.CNS.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: are we this?
In-Reply-To:  <01ITP9OW6HEQ8WXSY4@tntech.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Hey you guys, I work with engineers.  They don't care how the sentence
reads, they just want to know whether the description can be construed as
applying to us rhet/comp types.  Now this clearly is not about how to read
the sentence, its about your experience with NSF grants.
 
There must be a joke about us re-wording the question instead of answering it.
 
Sharon
 
 
>Perhaps Williams could add this sentence about experts to his chapter on
>clarity.  I will use it next Thursday in class and watch the rewrites my
>students attempt.
>
>HWeidner
>
>: "Collaboration with experts
>> on cognition and social processes in teaching and learning with engineering
>> educators will be essential to assure
>>      application of latest understandings of how learning and creativity
>> occur. "
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 11:24:48 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: New Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Well, WSU now offers a PhD in Rhet/Comp, an outgrowth of its fairly
long-standing (as these things go) MA in Rhet/Comp.  Interested parties
should contact the English Dept, several of whom are on this list and could
offer more description than I can.
Bill
 
>I'd be happy to hear of the existence of new Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
>that have been born since Stuart Brown and others published their list
>in Rhetoric Review  vol. 12 (1994): 240-389.
>
>Rich Haswell
 
Bill Condon, Director                   English Department, Avery 202
WSU Writing Programs               Washington State University
Phone: (509) 335-2268           Pullman, WA 99164-5046
FAX:  (509) 335-2582              e-mail:  bcondon@wsu.edu
                http://www.wsu.edu/~bcondon/
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 15:20:45 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Lynn Z. Bloom" <LBLOOM@UCONNVM.UCONN.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Consultant/Evaluator Workshop Saturday at 4Cs?
In-Reply-To:  <3.0.3.32.19980218100350.006eaa14@pop.u.arizona.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7BIT
 
Dear Theresa,
IS there a consultant-evaluator workshop on the Saturday of 4Cs?  When will
we be getting the particulars on that?  I'm on a panel that ends at
12;15 on Sat.  See you in Chicago.  Best, Lynn Bloom
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 14:26:46 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Stuart C. Brown" <sbrown@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: New Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Rich, Syracuse is the only new program I am aware of since the Rhetoric
Review survey came out although there may be others (Louise Phelps has
information on it).  Georgia State has a program, but was inadvertently left
out of the '94 survey--the only one I've heard so far that we missed.
Washington State, as noted by Condon's message, is included already.
 
Stuart
 
At 11:24 AM 2/18/98 +0000, Richard Haswell wrote:
>I'd be happy to hear of the existence of new Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
>that have been born since Stuart Brown and others published their list
>in Rhetoric Review  vol. 12 (1994): 240-389.
>
>Rich Haswell
>
 
 
"Question Celebrity"
    * * *
Stuart C. Brown
Writing Program Director &
Associate Department Head
Department of English, Box 3E
New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003
(505) 646-2413
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 15:42:27 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Cynthia Haynes <cynthiah@UTDALLAS.EDU>
Subject:      **C-FEST Reminder Notice**
X-To:         C-FEST list <C-FEST@listserv.uta.edu>,
              Rhumar <rhumar@utdallas.edu>, NTWCA <NTWCA@utdallas.edu>,
              ACW <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>, WCenter <WCenter@ttacs6.ttu.edu>,
              Rhetnet <RHETNET-L@lists.missouri.edu>,
              Gorgias <GORGIAS@listserv.uta.edu>, GHSO <GHSO@listserv.uta.edu>,
              Community-D <Community-D@gmu.edu>,
              WWW-Writing <www-writing@listproc.bgsu.edu>,
              Daedalus Teach <teach@daedalus.com>,
              PreText <pretext@jefferson.village.virginia.edu>,
              MOO-Ed <moo-ed@ucet.ufl.edu>, NCTE-epub <ncte-epub@serv1.ncte.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII"
 
************************************************************************
                                INVITATION
                        1998 C-FEST MEETING SERIES
                               at LINGUA MOO
                                   ***
 
                       Thursday, February 19, 7-8pm CST
 
                    "Issues in the State of the Profession"
 
               Discussion this week is on the Chronicle article,
"Bad Blood in the English Department: The Rift Between Composition and
Literature"
       (archived with permission at http:lingua.utdallas.edu:7000/283)
 
                    In the C-FEST Forum at LINGUA MOO
 
                  [telnet to: lingua.utdallas.edu 8888]
                                   or
                    [WWW: http://lingua.utdallas.edu]
                 (Instructions for logging on are below)
*************************************************************************
This week's discussion will focus on the rift between composition and
literature both in terms of how it affects the job market, but also how
if affects current teaching practices at all levels, from graduate
student to part-time instructor to full professor. Also, in the past few
days discussion among some of the editorial board members of the
hypertext journal, _Kairos_, have been discussing how this split affects
submission guidelines for the journal, and ultimately the mission of the
journal itself. Our C-FEST session will tackle these and other tangents
of this complex division.
 
Please feel free to read the article in advance of the meeting at
http:lingua.utdallas.edu:7000/283. We have invited some of those quoted
in the article, but we all have much to contribute to the discussion. So,
we urge you to forward this announcement to friends and colleagues of all
stripes!
 
From "Bad Blood":
 
"More than 30 per cent of the jobs advertised in the M.L.A.'s 1997 'Job
Information' list were in composition, and the proportion keeps
climbing. 'Most jobs advertised have a writing component,' says
Charles L. Ross, head of Hartford's English department. 'Universities
are looking for a generalist who can leap tall buildings and teach
writing with both hands.'
 
Still, not all of the writing positions listed with the M.L.A. are
tenure-track, and even if they were, composition scholars would have a
tough time breaking into the ranks of the elite. Their research is
often misunderstood by literature professors, and their administrative
duties and pedagogical work still don't carry as much weight as a book
on James Joyce."
 
Schedule of future C-FEST meetings:
 
Thu -- 2/26 -- 7pm CST
Wed -- 3/4 --  7pm CST
Thu -- 3/12 -- 7pm CST
Wed -- 3/18 -- 7pm CST
Thu -- 3/26 -- 7pm CST
******************************
From original announcement of C-FEST 1998 Series:
 
"First, we are calling for an open forum on the "state of the
profession," namely, in terms of the job market and the unprecedented
numbers of applicants for unprecedented types of jobs. During this series
of C-FEST meetings we would like to ponder the state of the academic job
market, the state of graduate programs, the state of institutional
budgets, and the state of our professional organizations (CCCC, NCTE,
MLA, NWCA). Second, in order to make our meetings as productive as
possible, we would like to address these issues in the form of
resolutions by the end of this series. Our goals are for C-FEST
resolutions to become policy, to form networks, to find bridges between
academic jobs and the private sector, to found clearinghouses for
positions, to address the problems of academic couples, and all to better
serve our graduate students and each other."
 
Here's how to get to Lingua MOO:
 
1.  Telnet to:  Lingua.utdallas.edu 8888
2.  Log on as a guest if you do not have a character at Lingua.
        (at Lingua welcome screen type: connect guest firstname)
3.  Type '@go C-FEST' to get to the forum room.
4.  Read the instructions in the room description about where to sit and
how
    to talk. There are 2 couches to sit on. You may talk at your couch
and only those on                         that couch may hear you, or if
you wish to address the entire group, type SU (for
    'speak up') and your text.
5.  To quit the MOO, type @quit.
 
As in the past, we need volunteers (2 per meeting) to facilitate the
discussions. If you would like to volunteer for any of the, please
contact Cynthia at 'cynthiah@utdallas.edu'. Otherwise, all YOU have to do
is show up and enter the discussions! Each C-FEST meeting will be
recorded and archived at Lingua MOO in the C-FEST Forum.
 
Cheers,
 
Cynthia and Jan
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 11 Feb 1998 09:27:59 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kurt Bouman <boum9534@UIDAHO.EDU>
Subject:      HS/Postsecondary Teachers (Was "Dual Enrollment")
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.96.980211080252.19820A-100000@pioneer.nevada.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Leon mentioned his relationship with the National Writing Project.  As an
English 101 and 102 instructor (and former HS and MS teacher), I second
his remarks about the usefulness of networking with the teachers that
prepare our students.  When I took the National Writing Project two years
ago, I spent four weeks involved in inquiry, study, reflection, and
discussion with teachers from kindergarten through college, and it was one
of the most valuable course experiences I've ever had.  It's remarkable to
discuss teaching with folks who teach at all levels; I really got to
understand their concerns (and they, mine), and now I have a much better
perspective on the challenges they face daily.
 
Let this be my shameless plug for the importance and usefulness of the
National Writing Project!
 
Kurt Bouman
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 18 Feb 1998 22:05:32 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      HS/Postsecondary Teachers (Was "Dual Enrollment")
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/18/98 17:03
 
I founded and ran the West Texas Writing Project, and that is the single most
useful and enjoyable thing I have done in my career. I learned more than the
"students" did and had a blast in the process. This is my shameless plug for
the National Writing Project.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 08:37:38 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Haswell <rhaswell@FALCON.TAMUCC.EDU>
Organization: Texas A&M University--Corpus Christi
Subject:      Re: New Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Stuart, thanks for the reply.  It's pleasant to get word from the
authority.  That Rhetoric Review survey is uniquely valuable--thanks for
the work you all put into it.  Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 08:34:14 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Theresa Enos <enos@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Consultant/Evaluator Workshop Saturday at 4Cs?
X-cc:         wgbwm@olemiss.edu
In-Reply-To:  <980218.152139.EST.LBLOOM@UConnVM.UConn.Edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
The EC has been discussing this.  Ben McC is resigning as director of the
Consultant/Evaluator Board, and he put before the EC that it think about
not having its regular 4Cs meeting.  The Board feels that the CE should
meet, and I've advised Ben of this.  So you'll be hearing something soon.
 
At 03:20 PM 2/18/98 EST, you wrote:
>Dear Theresa,
>IS there a consultant-evaluator workshop on the Saturday of 4Cs?  When will
>we be getting the particulars on that?  I'm on a panel that ends at
>12;15 on Sat.  See you in Chicago.  Best, Lynn Bloom
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 11:40:56 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Randall Popken <popken@TARLETON.EDU>
Subject:      Assistance
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
 
I need some help from WPA members or anyone else who knows unemployed job
candidates.
 
We've got two tenure track English Department positions (one is technical
writing and/or linguistics, the other is for a generalist).  Our ad has been
on the online MLA JIL for two and a half weeks.  To borrow a phrase from
Donna Dunbar-Odom, we have been underwhelmed with the response.  So far
fewer than 20 applicants for both jobs.
 
These are decent jobs--as starter positions or even for the long term.  Pay
is $32,000 for nine months.  The teaching load is 12 hours, which may
include graduate courses.  The university has 6000 students.  Sure, the town
has only 15,000 residents and is 60 miles from Ft. Worth.  But hey, it's
safe (we just had our first murder in 14 years) and very peaceful.
 
'Anyone got some good candidates to send us?  If so, please have them email
or phone me (254-968-9037).  I need a CV and letter of application by March 23.
 
Randy Popken
Search Committee Chair
English
Tarleton State University
Stephenville TX 76402
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 12:51:08 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Louise Wetherbee Phelps <lwphelps@MAILBOX.SYR.EDU>
Subject:      Re: New Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
In-Reply-To:  <v02130502b1106926bed0@[134.121.50.183]>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
As Stuart said, Syracuse has a new PhD program approved by the state last
summer, which is situated as an independent program in the Writing Program
(a separate department).  We are in our start-up year as an official
program, although in our unofficial capacity we have 2 graduates and
another in dissertation stage.  The program is a PhD in Composition and
Cultural Rhetoric and will normally accept only students with a master's
degree. If you want to know more you can find information on the Writing
Program Web site (wrt.syr.edu), or give me an address and I will send a
brochure.
 
Louise Phelps
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 11:14:04 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Remediation"
In-Reply-To:  <v01530501b10987d177eb@[140.211.63.70]>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
According to my sources in various national unions, they're primed
already, and have been since 1988.  We're living on borrowed time if those
who are really poor get in cahoots with the lower classes in the unions.
 
I'll probably join them, I dunno.
 
There must be a return to fairness one of these days.
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 13:51:15 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan-Marie Harrington <sharrin@IUPUI.EDU>
Subject:      searching the archives
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Rita just posted some searching directions I sent her a while back--here's
an even more detailed description, which comes from my life as a list
owner of a very busy list for adult Girl Guiders and Girl Scouts; Rita's
posting came from a less-detailed help file, and this revised version
answers more questions.
 
Remember, of course, to substitute WPA-L for the other list name.  Send
your search requests to
listserv@asuvm.inre.asu.edu. These commands may not be very intuitive, as
David noted earlier today, but the response from listserv will be pretty
easy to follow.  The very last section of what I pasted in below is pretty
handy for searching.  And if you're really interested in the gory details
of all of this, check out the listserv users' manuals at
http://www.lsoft.com.
 
Susanmarie
 
to FIND A PARTICULAR POSTING, send the command
                search prominent-keywords-you're-searching-for in WAGGGS-L
(e.g. search campfire skits in WAGGGS-L; you'll get back a list of likely
postings, with excerpts, and then you can send the command
                getpost WAGGGS-L XXXX
(XXXX is replaced with the number assigned the posting in the search
results.  This is explained in the search results.)
 
to RESTRICT YOUR SEARCH IF THE FIRST TRY GENERATED TOO MANY RESPONSES,
you need to modify your search request.  THere are several ways to do so.
 
First  off, you can tell  LISTSERV to look for several words  at once,
using  OR, AND, NEAR, and parentheses like this:
 
        SEARCH (fuzzy near bear) or (badges and software) in WAGGGS-L
 
which would send back to you the numbers of messages  which matched either
one of two  conditions: 1) they had  both the words  "fuzzy"  and "bear",
and near each other;  or  2) they  had both the   words "badges" and
"software", not necessarily near each  other but certainly  within the
same  message.
 
You can put your search terms in quotation marks, which will restrict the
search:
        SEARCH "kaper chart" in WAGGGS-L
will return posts that have the phrase used, rather than posts that use
kaper and chart but not near each other.
 
You can also restrict by date using SINCE and UNTIL, like this:
        SEARCH parents meeting IN WAGGGS-L SINCE 1 Jul 1997
        SEARCH * IN WAGGGS-L SINCE TODAY-5
        SEARCH tents IN WAGGGS-L UNTIL 1997
As you can see,  date formats are pretty   flexible.  The second one
means "find all messages in WAGGGS-L for the past 5 days."  The third one
means "find all message that mention tents anytime before 1997.
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 13:48:42 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mieke Koppen Tucker <mktucker@UBISHOPS.CA>
Subject:      Re: New Ph.D. programs in Rhet/Comp
 
Are there any PhD programs that can be pursued through some kind of
distance learning set-up?
 
Mieke
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker
Bishop's University
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Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 14:12:47 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RUTH E. FISCHER" <rfischer@OSF1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: HS/Postsecondary Teachers (Was "Dual Enrollment")
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.HPP.3.96.980211092226.8822A-100000@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Wed, 11 Feb 1998, Kurt Bouman wrote:
 
> Leon mentioned his relationship with the National Writing Project.
>  . . .
> Let this be my shameless plug for the importance and usefulness of the
> National Writing Project!
>
> Kurt Bouman
>
 
And let me join Leon and Kurt in their support of the National Writing
Project staff development model.
 
FYI My recently completed (qualitative ethnographic) dissertation
investigated the long term effects on teachers who had participated in the
1991 Summer Institute on a NWP site in the eastern part of the country.
 
(Call this my "shameless plug" for my dissertation!)
 
Ruth
 
 
Dr. Ruth Overman Fischer
Associate Director of Composition
George Mason University
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
It is easy to correct exuberance but barrenness no toil can overcome.
                                                         Quintilian
                                                            (91 AD)
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 14:13:53 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Comments:     RFC822 error: <E> "From:"/"Sender:" field is missing.
From:         Undetermined origin c/o LISTSERV administrator
              <owner-LISTSERV@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon, 16 Feb 1998 15:30:42 -0600 from
              <lrmiccic@CSD.UWM.EDU>
 
Laura,
I've never seen the phrase "political turn"--though
that obviously doesn't mean it isn't in use.  More frequent
is the phrase "social turn," which John Trimbur uses in
his CCC review essay "Taking the Social Turn: Teaching
Writing Post-Process" [45 (1994): 108-18].
Bruce McComiskey
enmccomi@ecuvm.cis.ecu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 15:31:08 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eric Crump <eric@SERV1.NCTE.ORG>
Subject:      CCCC Service Learning Forum
X-To:         Alliance for Computers and Writing <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>,
              C-Fest List <c-fest@listserv.uta.edu>,
              RhetNet list <rhetnet-l@lists.missouri.edu>,
              College English Composition Discussion List
              <ECOMP-L@LISTSERV.NODAK.EDU>,
              cccc-announce@serv1.ncte.org, Writing AcrosstheCurriculum
              <wac-l@POSTOFFICE.CSO.UIUC.EDU>,
              NCTE College Hangout <college-talk@serv1.ncte.org>,
              NCTE-talk <ncte-talk@serv1.ncte.org>
X-cc:         Gesa Kirsch <gkirsch@ncte.org>, ezlotkow@bentley.edu
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Hey everybody,
 
Service or community-based learning is becoming a strong movement in
higher education & has the potential to have significant impact our local
communities, on how we draw the boundaries of the classroom, how we teach,
how students learn, etc. (see the latest _College English_ for an article
on the subject by Aaron Schutz and Anne Ruggles Gere, "Service Learning
and English Studies: Rethinking 'Public' Service").
 
There will be a special interest group meeting at CCCC in Chicago (April
2) on the subject of community-service learning, initiated by Edward
Zlotkowski, Series Editor of the AAHE Series on Service-Learning in the
Disciplines.
 
But in the meantime we'd like to start talking online. Ed is particularly
interested in providing a forum where folks who have experience with
service learning projects can share what they've done and what they've
learned from the process (a continuation of work begun at the CCCC/97
Community-Service Learning SIG. See Nick Carbone's web page at
http://www.marlboro.edu/~nickc/csl/csl.html). The floor is open for
questions, too, from folks who wonder about how and why service learning
works.
 
Everyone who has experience with service learning projects or who's
interested in learning about it is welcome to visit
 
  http://www.ncte.org/forums/service/
 
and add your bit!
 
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 16:35:17 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Tim Peeples <peeples@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%98021914135355@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
There are also a couple of books with partial titles that include the
"postmodern turn" and the "critical turn."  Add to these *turns* an
"ideological turn" and you can probably locate a few recent articles that
come close to mapping out what might be the "political turn" you've
mentioned.
 
Tim Peeples
peeples@omni.cc.purdue.edu
 
> I've never seen the phrase "political turn"--though
> that obviously doesn't mean it isn't in use.  More frequent
> is the phrase "social turn," which John Trimbur uses in
> his CCC review essay "Taking the Social Turn: Teaching
> Writing Post-Process" [45 (1994): 108-18].
> Bruce McComiskey
> enmccomi@ecuvm.cis.ecu.edu
>
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Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 14:48:58 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Terence G. Collins" <tcollins@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      1998 Modern Language Association session
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Call for Proposals
 
RLiteracy, Access, and Elitism in Higher EducationS
 
A 1998 Modern Language Association session, sponsored by the NCTE College
Section
 
Recent years have seen a trend toward RexcellenceS in higher education and
away
from Rremediation.S  Many involved in literacy education are disturbed by
this
trend as courses in basic literacy are either eliminated at four-year
institutions, scaled back, or outsourced to community colleges.  Demands
for
excellence clearly intertwine with literacy, as they often include an
increased
focus on assessment and a renewed sense of first-year writing courses as
academic gate-keeper rather than academic acculturator.  Those committed to
democratic goals for higher education are particularly disturbed when
access and
excellence become defined as mutually exclusive.  Indeed, demographic
trends in
American culture make many question the basic logic of a renewed call for
academic elitism at this time.  What, then, are the implications of this
trend
to those of us involved in literacy education at the college level?
Further,
what will be the costs to social justice?
 
Efforts aimed at the re-elitification of higher education will be the topic
of a
1998 Modern Language Association session in San Francisco, sponsored by the
College Section of the National Council of Teachers of English.  I am
seeking
proposals for presentations at this session.  IUm especially interested in
proposals that reflect on the following: the potential impact of such
trends on
students around issues of race, class and gender; redefinitions of literacy
and/or possible problems with the way literacy is measured and assessed;
the
impact on community colleges when four-year school admissions are ratcheted
up;
administrative perspectives; and the historical context of this trend.
 
If interested, please send a brief abstract to me by March 10, 1998.  If
your
proposal is acepted, you must either be a member of the MLA or you need to
join
by April 1.
 
Geoffrey Sirc
University of Minnesota, General College
phone: 612-625-0134
email: sircx001@maroon.tc.umn.edu
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Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 17:57:02 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Louise Wetherbee Phelps <lwphelps@MAILBOX.SYR.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.96.980219163156.28584B-100000@omni.cc.purdue.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
The first use of the "turn" metaphor that I saw is an article called "The
Interpretive Turn" by Paul Rabinow and Wm Sullivan, in Interpretive Social
Science: A Reader, 1979, which I cited in my book Composition as a Human
Science.  I think it has been taken up (like the earlier Langer metaphor of
a shift in key--Philosophy in a New Key) to name what people think of as
mini paradigm shifts.
 
Louise
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 18:32:23 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Dan Royer <royerd@RIVER.IT.GVSU.EDU>
Organization: GVSU
Subject:      Re: politics
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Richard Rorty's _The Linguistic Turn_ (1967) offers some discussion of
the phrase. I seem to recall that he discusses the metaphor and how it
works. The book is a collection of essays on philosophic method with a
long introduction by Rorty. I always thought he coined the phrase with
this book title.
 
And did you all notice the article about the "ethical turn," politics,
and English Studies by James Comas in the latest RR?
 
Dan Royer
 
Louise Wetherbee Phelps wrote:
>
> The first use of the "turn" metaphor that I saw is an article called "The
> Interpretive Turn" by Paul Rabinow and Wm Sullivan, in Interpretive Social
> Science: A Reader, 1979, which I cited in my book Composition as a Human
> Science.  I think it has been taken up (like the earlier Langer metaphor of
> a shift in key--Philosophy in a New Key) to name what people think of as
> mini paradigm shifts.
>
> Louise
 
 
--
Dan Royer
Assistant Professor of English
and Director of Composition
Grand Valley State University
Allendale, MI 49504
616-895-3488 w
 
 
http://www.gvsu.edu/royerd (my homepage)
http://www.gvsu.edu/royerd/pp  (Process Papers)
http://www.gvsu.edu/english  (GVSU English Department)
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Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 18:11:22 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Haswell <rhaswell@FALCON.TAMUCC.EDU>
Organization: Texas A&M University--Corpus Christi
Subject:      Re: politics
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
The other "turn" if have seen frequently is "rhetoric turn," referring
to changes in methodology that different disciplines took in the 60's
and 70's:  anthropology, history, political science, etc.  As in Francis
A. Beer, ed. POST-REALISM: THE RHETORICAL TURN IN INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS (1996) or Herbert Simons, ed., THE RHETORICAL TURN:  INVENTION
AND PERSUASION IN THE CONDUCT OF INQUIRY (U of Chicago Press, 1990), or
Sills and Jensen, THE PHILOSOPHY OF DISCOURSE:  THE RHETORICAL TURN IN
TWENTIETH-CENTURY THOUGHT (Boynton-Cook, 19920.
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 20:03:18 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karen Greenberg <kgreenbe@SHIVA.HUNTER.CUNY.EDU>
Subject:      Shor and Greenberg
X-To:         Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.GSO.3.96.980216112245.26935D-100000@dgs.dgsys.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Mon, 16 Feb 1998, Chet Pryor__Montgomery College-Germantown wrote:
>       On the other hand, those who know _both_ Ira Shor and Karen
> Greenberg might want to steer clear of what is essentially a local matter
> in which the trees are obscuring the forest for both parties.  Having
> that discussion confined to the CBW listserve is definitely not a problem.
 
Dear Chet and CBW Colleagues.
 
Good idea!  Let's focus on the crisis that is occurring at CUNY and other
open admissions colleges and figure out some ways to keep the doors open and
to help students succeed and graduate.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen
 
Prof. Karen L. Greenberg
Department of English
Hunter College, CUNY
Phone:  (212) 772-5175
Fax:    (516) 766-3805
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 20:35:15 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Musgrove, Laurence E." <lemusgro.ucs@SMTP.USI.EDU>
Organization: University of Southern Indiana
Subject:      turns
In-Reply-To:  <91A3EC4401EA38D9>
 
http://www.geocities.com/SunsetStrip/Palms/2522/turn.htm
 
 
 
Laurence E. Musgrove
Director of Composition
University of Southern Indiana
lemusgro.ucs@smtp.usi.edu
http://www.usi.edu/libarts/english/musgrove.htm
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 21:53:37 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Laura Rose Micciche <lrmiccic@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
In-Reply-To:  <l03102848b11231258ce3@[128.230.56.52]>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Thanks for the excellent suggestions for my research on composition's
"political turn."  If anyone is interested, I'll report back when I find
what I'm looking for....
 
Ciao,
Laura
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 19 Feb 1998 23:21:33 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karen Vaught-Alexander <karenva@UP.EDU>
Subject:      Re: electronic portfolios
In-Reply-To:  <c=US%a=_%p=AAHE%l=AAHEPDC1-980209205042Z-3049@aahepdc1.aahe.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Please add me to the list of those interested in the use of electronic
portfolios. I can bring some examples, especially in the professional
schools at UP, in which program outcomes (accreditation outcomes) as well
as the portfolio as an interview tool are being explored. Nursing,
Engineering, and Business here are all interested in exploring this
approach. Many of the faculty in these professional schools were already
using various course portfolio approaches that used our university common
curriculum outcomes and course outcomes as achievement benchmarks.
 
So include me in this discussion if possible.
 
Karen Vaught-Alexander
University of Portland
Integrated Writing Program Director
karenva@up.edu
 
 
On Mon, 9 Feb 1998, Barbara Cambridge wrote:
 
> At the June 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, I am convening a group of
> people interested in discussing exactly what Susan is asking about. If
> anyone on this list will be attending the conference (June 13-17 in
> Cincinnati) and would like to be included in the meeting, please let me
> know. AAHE and the Council of Independent Colleges are teaming up on
> this one to see if we can cook up a project about portfolios for
> purposes beyond the single classroom.
> ____________________________
> Barbara L. Cambridge
> Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
> One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
> Washington, DC 20036
> (202) 293-6440 ext. 29
> FAX (202) 293-0073
> bcambridge@aahe.org
>
>
> >----------
> >From:  Susan Wyche[SMTP:Susan_Wyche@MONTEREY.EDU]
> >Sent:  Monday, February 09, 1998 2:17 PM
> >To:    WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
> >Subject:       electronic portfolios
> >
> >I am working to create a university-wide writing assessment program
> >using electronic portfolios for placement, mid-level, and exit
> >assessments at California State University at Monterey Bay (a 3-year
> >old institution).  Monterey Bay has a special mission to serve the
> >diverse people of California, especially the working class and
> >historically under-educated and low-income populations,  using new
> >pedagogies and technologies--and I believe that a portfolio assessment
> >will serve these populations far more effectively than the standardized
> >test approaches currently in place statewide.  Though I am familiar
> >from my work at Washington State University with university-wide
> >portfolios, I know of no programs using "electronic" versions.  I know
> >some people (notably the folks in Yancey and Weiser's wonderful book
> >*Situating Portfolios*) have used them successfully in classroom
> >settings.  Has anyone implemented a program of electronic portfolios,
> >or is in the process of doing so now?  I would love to hear from you.
> >
> >Susan Wyche,  Director
> >University Writing Portfolio
> >California State University at Monterey Bay
> >Seaside, CA  93955-8001
> >(408) 582-3091
> >
>
 
Karen Vaught-Alexander, Ph.D.
karenva@up.edu
University of Portland (OR)
******************************
Because we have forgotten our kinship
with the land,. . . our kinship with each
other has become pale.
--from Refuge, Terry Tempest Williams
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Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 11:11:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eileen Schell <eeschell@MAILBOX.SYR.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Laura:
 
I would look at Richard Ohmann's preface to the edited collection _The
Politics of Writing Instruction:  Postsecondary_ (ed. Richard Bullock and
John Trimbur, Boyton/Cook-Heinemann, 1991).  This citation is off the top
of my head, so please correct me if any of this pub. info. is wrong.  I'm
sure the phrase predates this preface, but I have found it to a be a
helpful essay and a helpful collection.
 
Eileen E. Schell
Syracuse University
 
 
 
>Hello all.  I'm doing research for my dissertation and need some help
>locating information.  Does anyone know of the origins of the phrase
>"political turn" in reference to the politicization of composition
>studies?  Who coined it and where does it appear?  Thanks in advance for
>any help you can offer.
>
>Laura Micciche
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 16:40:39 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Fulkerson <dick_fulkerson@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
I was interested in the reference to a new RR article on "ethical turn."  My
office is a mess, but the most recent RR I could find is for Fall 97 and the
article wasn't there.  Am I missing a more recent issue???
 
>
Richard Fulkerson
Director of English Graduate Studies
Department of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Commerce, TX 75429
 
Home            (903) 886 3397
Office          (903) 886 5271
 
E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
 
                *******************************************************
                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
                I, of course, oppose it.
                *******************************************************
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Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 12:34:41 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Dan Royer <royerd@RIVER.IT.GVSU.EDU>
Organization: GVSU
Subject:      Re: politics
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Yes, I have Spring 98 here (16.2). The article is "War and the Anima of
Criticism" by Jim Comas. I just got it yesterday, so I haven't yet read
more than Donald Bushman's very nice article on Mead's pragmatist theory
of language. But I am seeing in Comas's article and it appears to me to
be a very detailed look at the very idea of a political turn in English
studies as well as a discussion of what we should make of the entrance
of what might be an "ethical turn" in the professional discourse. This
is a fat article, so I'm sure I'm not doing it justice here.
 
Dan Royer
 
Richard Fulkerson wrote:
>
> I was interested in the reference to a new RR article on "ethical turn."  My
> office is a mess, but the most recent RR I could find is for Fall 97 and the
> article wasn't there.  Am I missing a more recent issue???
>
> >
> Richard Fulkerson
> Director of English Graduate Studies
> Department of Literature and Languages
> Texas A&M University-Commerce
> Commerce, TX 75429
>
> Home            (903) 886 3397
> Office          (903) 886 5271
>
> E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
>
>                 *******************************************************
>                 There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
>                 oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
>                 I, of course, oppose it.
>                 *******************************************************
 
 
--
=====================================================================
Dan Royer                               Grand Valley State University
Assistant Professor of                  Lake Superior Hall
English and Director of Composition     Allendale, MI 49401
                                        616-895-3488
                         (my homepage)  http://www.gvsu.edu/royerd
             (Process Papers homepage)  http://www.gvsu.edu/royerd/pp
=====================================================================
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Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 12:42:23 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Dan Royer <royerd@RIVER.IT.GVSU.EDU>
Organization: GVSU
Subject:      ethical
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Did you find your copy of RR? It's Spring 1998 (16.2). I'm not sure if
it's entirely about an ethical turn, but it appears so. The article
appears mainly to be about the political turn. He cites a book called
Deconstruction and the Ethical Turn by Peter Baker (1995) as a source
for an alleged ethical turn.
 
On another note . . .
 
I earned my M.A. at Kansas State and became good friends with Don and
Patrica Stewart. Don always spoke very highly of your work and
encouraged me to introduce myself to you sometime. Perhaps I'll have the
opportunity at the C's someday to meet you. Patrica sent me a
publication notice of the book on F. N. Scott. I suppose you saw that
too. I think it's Pittsburgh U.P.
 
Good luck finding your copy of RR!
 
Dan Royer
--
=====================================================================
Dan Royer                               Grand Valley State University
Assistant Professor of                  Lake Superior Hall
English and Director of Composition     Allendale, MI 49401
                                        616-895-3488
                         (my homepage)  http://www.gvsu.edu/royerd
             (Process Papers homepage)  http://www.gvsu.edu/royerd/pp
=====================================================================
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Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 11:42:09 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Theresa Enos <enos@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: politics
In-Reply-To:  <199802201640.QAA26345@etsuodt.TAMU-Commerce.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
The spring 98 was mailed a couple of weeks ago.  But there's no article
with that title--perhaps the reference is to James Comas's article in
current issue, "War and the Anima of Criticism."  (I'll have assistant
check status of your subscription, but I know it's current and I know
you've not had an address change.)
 
At 04:40 PM 2/20/98 GMT, you wrote:
>I was interested in the reference to a new RR article on "ethical turn."  My
>office is a mess, but the most recent RR I could find is for Fall 97 and the
>article wasn't there.  Am I missing a more recent issue???
>
>>
>Richard Fulkerson
>Director of English Graduate Studies
>Department of Literature and Languages
>Texas A&M University-Commerce
>Commerce, TX 75429
>
>Home            (903) 886 3397
>Office          (903) 886 5271
>
>E-mail          dick_fulkerson@tamu-commerce.edu
>
>                *******************************************************
>                There are two sorts of people in this world, those who
>                oppose binary thinking and those who approve it.
>                I, of course, oppose it.
>                *******************************************************
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 11:11:39 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <lbeason@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      CLEP scores?
X-cc:         lbeason@mail.ewu.edu
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
I haven't kept up w/ the recent discussions on AP scores, so I'm hoping I
won't bet into too much trouble for asking this question:-)
 
Can anyone tell me what they do w/ students who take the English
Composition or Freshman College Composition CLEP tests?  Specifically I'm
wondering how different schools award credit for composition based on CLEP
and what cut-off scores are used.  Or if anyone has managed to find out
that CLEP is a particularly valid or useless measure, I'd like to know that
too.
 
 
We lack an official policy on CLEP (until lately, few of our students have
CLEPed), & I've been asked to give feedback.  I should point out, though,
that I am aware of the dubious nature of such tests & that each site needs
to develop its own cut-off scores based on its student population &
context.  However, I  think there is enough similarity among colleges that
it would help ne develop guidelines if I could see what other schools do.
There's still the question of whether or not these should be used at all,
but I would like to base our decision in part on what other schools do.
 
Many, many thanks!  Feel free to sent me info off the list if you prefer.
 
Larry Beason,Director
English Composition Program
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
(509) 359-6030
 
WAC Page: http://ewu66649.ewu.edu/WAC.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 15:36:27 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lee Hammer <lhammer@CULVER.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP scores?
In-Reply-To:  <v01530507b114651625b9@[146.187.19.96]>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Larry:
 
Here at Culver-Stockton College we allow CLEP (or AP) credit only for the
FIRST of our two required composition courses.  We do allow transfer credit
and college-taught dual-credit credit for the second course.
 
Our rationale: we want some evidence of students' writing abilities to come
from actual writing, not just from test scores.  We also believe writing
needs continual development and refinement, even in the best of young
writers,  via practice and guidance.
 
 
Dr. Lee Hammer
Associate Professor of English
Culver-Stockton College
#1 College Hill
Canton, MO  63435
 
217-231-6350
lhammer@culver.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 16:15:59 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "r. batteiger" <BATTEIG@VM1.UCC.OKSTATE.EDU>
Organization: Oklahoma State University
Subject:      Re: CLEP scores?
In-Reply-To:  Message of Fri, 20 Feb 1998 15:36:27 -0600 from
              <lhammer@CULVER.EDU>
 
Are you aware that the CLEP test in composition can include an essay portion th
at you can require and score locally?  The topics aren't the greatest, but you
do get actual writing from students.  I wouldn't accept a CLEP score for credit
 without the written portion.  Rick Batteiger, Oklahoma State Univ.
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Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 14:20:50 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Robert Davis <davisr@EOSC.OSSHE.EDU>
Subject:      post-process
X-cc:         dwolff@eou.edu, mshadle@eou.edu
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Here at our tiny school, in one of the most remote regions of the country,
we are teaching our first "post-process" composition course.  The focus of
the course is things to do after the composing process is over.  We are
focusing on several areas:
 
1.  Winter Sports  (timely, with Olympics and all)
 
2.  Social Drinking  (a perennial favorite)
 
3.  TV  (cultural studies!)
 
4.  Spring Break  (we've had several representative from cruise lines come
in and have shown a promotional video about wind surfing in Baha.)
 
At the very least, we hope students will do their laundry.
 
Robert Davis
Donald Woolf
Eastern Oregon University
La Grande
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 15:30:44 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      post-process
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/20/98 15:21
 
Is this what they do after finishing the elk hunting essay?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Date:         Fri, 20 Feb 1998 17:40:01 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Alison Warriner <AWARRINE@PMAIL1.CSUHAYWARD.EDU>
Organization: Cal. State Univ., Hayward
Subject:      sequenced clusters
 
My question might have answers in an archive, so please bear with me and let
me know if it does.
 
We are embarking on a new General Education program this fall where students
will be in cohorts of 90, taking year-long thematic sequenced clusters of 30
students each, in 3 "content" disciplines linked with comp, speech, and
"critical thinking" (housed in the Philosphy Department, though also an
essential component of our comp program). A regular-admit first-year student
will take, for example (this is hypothetical), a course on "ethics in science
and technology" that will be in the disciplines of philosophy, psychology,
and science--perhaps all together all year, or one at a time each quarter
(we're on quarters). This student would take comp in the fall, speech in the
winter, critical thinking in the spring, all while taking these "content"
courses, and the "skills" courses would be thematically linked; i.e. the
students' papers and other writing would be on the content of the
disciplinary courses. The courses are team-taught. And yes, many of the
disciplinary faculty will be full professors, and all of my faculty are
part-timers.
 
Only half the students are regular-admit. The rest are developmental at
various stages, and will be in smaller classes--still linked, though, to the
clusters. They will take comp all year and the other "skills" courses will be
pushed to sophomore year. (Pardon all my quotation marks!)
 
My question: could those of you who have been involved in similar programs
give me some hints? I'm concerned about a few issues, though I'm not looking
for ammunition to shoot this G.E. program down.
 
1. Is there a way to help my faculty be treated equitably?
2. Are there scheduling shoals I should watch out for?
3. What if a student fails or wants to switch out?
 
That's all I can think of now, but it's late Friday afternoon, and I know
there should be more. Perhaps if you've done this already, you'll be able to
address concerns I don't yet know enough to have. Thanks.
 
Alison
 
 
Alison Warriner
Coordinator of Composition
Department of English
California State University, Hayward
Hayward, California 94542
 
awarrine@csuhayward.edu
510-885-3217
fax: 510-885-4797
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Date:         Sat, 21 Feb 1998 11:28:53 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         gail l hapke <hapke@UX1.CSO.UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      assessment
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Hi. I'm a PhD student in Writing Studies at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. I'm interested in finding out how people involved in
administering writing programs feel about program assessment. Are there
effective ways of assessing the success of a writing program? Have
ineffective assessment instruments ever been used to justify program
expenditures to outside funding sources (like the state government, in the
case of a state university, or just the college administration)? Does the
use of an assessment procedure affect the way programs are taught? Does
the threat of an assessment procedure imposed from outside the program
lead to changes in teaching priorities?
 
Thanks to all who take the time to read this. I would be very interested
in hearing anything you have to tell me about the problems and/or
advantages of writing program assesment.
 
Gail Hapke
University of Illinois
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Date:         Sat, 21 Feb 1998 12:30:39 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Barbara Cambridge <bcambridge@AAHE.ORG>
Subject:      Re: assessment
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
At the 1998 AAHE Assessment Conference, an entire strand is devoted to
program review. Although the scope will include all kinds of departments
and programs, it will provide concrete examples of practices that have
and have not worked at colleges and universities across the country. If
you would be interested in material about the conference, to be held in
Cincinnati, Ohio, June 13-17, please post a request to assess@aahe. org
or call Kendra LaDuca, 202/293-6440, x. 21.
____________________________
Barbara L. Cambridge
Director, AAHE Assessment Forum
One Dupont Circle, Suite 360
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 293-6440 ext. 29
FAX (202) 293-0073
bcambridge@aahe.org
 
 
>----------
>From:  gail l hapke[SMTP:hapke@UX1.CSO.UIUC.EDU]
>Sent:  Saturday, February 21, 1998 11:28 AM
>To:    WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
>Subject:       assessment
>
>Hi. I'm a PhD student in Writing Studies at the University of Illinois at
>Urbana-Champaign. I'm interested in finding out how people involved in
>administering writing programs feel about program assessment. Are there
>effective ways of assessing the success of a writing program? Have
>ineffective assessment instruments ever been used to justify program
>expenditures to outside funding sources (like the state government, in the
>case of a state university, or just the college administration)? Does the
>use of an assessment procedure affect the way programs are taught? Does
>the threat of an assessment procedure imposed from outside the program
>lead to changes in teaching priorities?
>
>Thanks to all who take the time to read this. I would be very interested
>in hearing anything you have to tell me about the problems and/or
>advantages of writing program assesment.
>
>Gail Hapke
>University of Illinois
>
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Date:         Sat, 21 Feb 1998 01:32:32 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mary Segall <msegall@SNET.NET>
Organization: Department of English, Quinnipiac College, Hamden, CT 06518
Subject:      Re: sequenced clusters
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Alison,
 
As I recall, Connecticut College has run such clusters, though they may
be more special interest groups elected by the students themselves,
rather than a required core.  Perhaps Theresa could provide some
information.  We miss you here out East.
 
Mary
 
Alison Warriner wrote:
>
> My question might have answers in an archive, so please bear with me and let
> me know if it does.
>
> We are embarking on a new General Education program this fall where students
> will be in cohorts of 90, taking year-long thematic sequenced clusters of 30
> students each, in 3 "content" disciplines linked with comp, speech, and
> "critical thinking" (housed in the Philosphy Department, though also an
> essential component of our comp program). A regular-admit first-year student
> will take, for example (this is hypothetical), a course on "ethics in science
> and technology" that will be in the disciplines of philosophy, psychology,
> and science--perhaps all together all year, or one at a time each quarter
> (we're on quarters). This student would take comp in the fall, speech in the
> winter, critical thinking in the spring, all while taking these "content"
> courses, and the "skills" courses would be thematically linked; i.e. the
> students' papers and other writing would be on the content of the
> disciplinary courses. The courses are team-taught. And yes, many of the
> disciplinary faculty will be full professors, and all of my faculty are
> part-timers.
>
> Only half the students are regular-admit. The rest are developmental at
> various stages, and will be in smaller classes--still linked, though, to the
> clusters. They will take comp all year and the other "skills" courses will be
> pushed to sophomore year. (Pardon all my quotation marks!)
>
> My question: could those of you who have been involved in similar programs
> give me some hints? I'm concerned about a few issues, though I'm not looking
> for ammunition to shoot this G.E. program down.
>
> 1. Is there a way to help my faculty be treated equitably?
> 2. Are there scheduling shoals I should watch out for?
> 3. What if a student fails or wants to switch out?
>
> That's all I can think of now, but it's late Friday afternoon, and I know
> there should be more. Perhaps if you've done this already, you'll be able to
> address concerns I don't yet know enough to have. Thanks.
>
> Alison
>
> Alison Warriner
> Coordinator of Composition
> Department of English
> California State University, Hayward
> Hayward, California 94542
>
> awarrine@csuhayward.edu
> 510-885-3217
> fax: 510-885-4797
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Date:         Sat, 21 Feb 1998 14:11:12 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         LBEASON@MAIL.EWU.EDU
Subject:      Re: CLEP scores?
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
I did notice that there was a locally-scored writing option for one
of the CLEP tests, and I agree it's probably better than the multiple
choice option.  The AP tests doesnt have an essay portion, does it?  I've
been asked to develop CLEP scores comparable to our AP cutoff scores, and
I don't believe offhand that AP has an essay portion.
 
larry beason
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 22 Feb 1998 00:09:49 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Pat Belanoff <Padaulton@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: CLEP scores?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit
 
Larry:
 
At Stony Brook, we give general humanities credit for CLEP scores of 4 or 5,
but students still have to take our placement test and complete whatever
course or courses their placement dictates.  We feel very strongly that one
cannot take a college writing course anywhere or anytime except as a college
student on a college campus.  Otherwise all the theoretical stuff about the
influence of context is meaningless.  A college writing course catches each
student at a particular point in her/his intellectual growth (all students are
not at the same point, but that doesn't really matter; each student is on a
developing path) and requires him/her to write from that place.  There's
nothing wrong with writing in other contexts of course, but those would not be
a college writing course as we define it.
 
Pat Belanoff
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 22 Feb 1998 10:13:01 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: assessment
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.HPP.3.96.980221111949.19857A-100000@staff1.cso.uiuc.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Gail, here are some references to book chapters I have written on your
topic.  I hope you find them helpful.
        "Evaluating Writing Programs" in Teaching and Assessing Writing,
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1994, Chapter 12, pp. 248-269. This book, soon
to be out in paper, also has the WPA "Guidelines for Self-Study to Precede
a Writing Program Evaluation" as Resource C, pp.304-313, and an evaluation
of a WAC program as Resource D, pp. 314-315.
        "The Rhetorical Problem of Program Evaluation and the WPA" in
Joseph Janangelo and Kristine Hansen, Resituating Writing: Constructing
and Administering Writing Programs, Portsmouth, NH:
Boynton/Cook/Heinemann, 1995, pp. 132-150.
                                                --Ed White
 
On Sat, 21 Feb 1998, gail l hapke wrote:
 
> Hi. I'm a PhD student in Writing Studies at the University of Illinois at
> Urbana-Champaign. I'm interested in finding out how people involved in
> administering writing programs feel about program assessment. Are there
> effective ways of assessing the success of a writing program? Have
> ineffective assessment instruments ever been used to justify program
> expenditures to outside funding sources (like the state government, in the
> case of a state university, or just the college administration)? Does the
> use of an assessment procedure affect the way programs are taught? Does
> the threat of an assessment procedure imposed from outside the program
> lead to changes in teaching priorities?
>
> Thanks to all who take the time to read this. I would be very interested
> in hearing anything you have to tell me about the problems and/or
> advantages of writing program assesment.
>
> Gail Hapke
> University of Illinois
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 22 Feb 1998 13:34:15 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         gail l hapke <hapke@UX1.CSO.UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: assessment
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SUN.3.95.980222100149.20179A-100000@wiley.csusb.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Thanks so much for the info. I was just searching your name in the Eric
database when I saw that I had mail from you. . .I'm impressed. Gail
 
 
On Sun, 22 Feb 1998, Edward White wrote:
 
> Gail, here are some references to book chapters I have written on your
> topic.  I hope you find them helpful.
>         "Evaluating Writing Programs" in Teaching and Assessing Writing,
> San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1994, Chapter 12, pp. 248-269. This book, soon
> to be out in paper, also has the WPA "Guidelines for Self-Study to Precede
> a Writing Program Evaluation" as Resource C, pp.304-313, and an evaluation
> of a WAC program as Resource D, pp. 314-315.
>         "The Rhetorical Problem of Program Evaluation and the WPA" in
> Joseph Janangelo and Kristine Hansen, Resituating Writing: Constructing
> and Administering Writing Programs, Portsmouth, NH:
> Boynton/Cook/Heinemann, 1995, pp. 132-150.
>                                                 --Ed White
>
> On Sat, 21 Feb 1998, gail l hapke wrote:
>
> > Hi. I'm a PhD student in Writing Studies at the University of Illinois at
> > Urbana-Champaign. I'm interested in finding out how people involved in
> > administering writing programs feel about program assessment. Are there
> > effective ways of assessing the success of a writing program? Have
> > ineffective assessment instruments ever been used to justify program
> > expenditures to outside funding sources (like the state government, in the
> > case of a state university, or just the college administration)? Does the
> > use of an assessment procedure affect the way programs are taught? Does
> > the threat of an assessment procedure imposed from outside the program
> > lead to changes in teaching priorities?
> >
> > Thanks to all who take the time to read this. I would be very interested
> > in hearing anything you have to tell me about the problems and/or
> > advantages of writing program assesment.
> >
> > Gail Hapke
> > University of Illinois
> >
>
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Date:         Sun, 22 Feb 1998 16:09:03 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         LBEASON@MAIL.EWU.EDU
Subject:      Re: CLEP scores?
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
Pat (and others),
I hope to be able to work in essay portion for the students who
take CLEP.  Right now, I don't believe our AP students have an
essay they write for the AP (I might be wrong on this--have to
double check).  Part of my problem is one I suspect others have as
well: considerable pressure from administration to not create "barriers
to enrollment" (the metaphor they seem taken with at the moment).
their fear is that we may lose some of the best students because they
seem to believe at least around here that students are doing an
increased amount of credit shopping and making decisions based on
who is most willing to give them credit for general requirements.
 
Of course, this shouldn't affect what we do really, but such
administrative pressure is another "barrier to sound pedagogy"
that is in the mix.
 
Many thanks,
larry beason
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 22 Feb 1998 21:52:41 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP scores?
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/21/98 22:09
 
I think most of us share Pat's view of the imprtance of context in defining a
"college" writing course. In the ideal college that lies behind the concept
many of us have of a college education (and that may be the kind we actually
attended) is a traditional 4 year school in which "classes" go through in
cohorts, and each cohorts graduates in 4 years, with a few stragglers or
dropouts. In this college, we control the context (OK, at least some of it) in
which education occurs. Or at least we know something about it. But many of
us actually teach at places where the flow of students is more like a
turbulent river  with little tributaries trickling in from god knows where,
some muddier than others (extend the analogies yourselves). We are going to
have one devil of a time conrolling the learning context of the credits
students bring with them; we generally don't have a clue about what the
context was; and students are now bringing credits earned in a whole bunch of
ways. We can't really refuse to accept credits; we can't really assess every
incoming student in every academic area as a way of validating credits
transferred. And while we are frowning suspiciously about credits earned
elsewhere, faculty elsewhere are raising eyebrows about our credits. What do
we do?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Date:         Sun, 22 Feb 1998 22:37:02 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: CLEP scores?
In-Reply-To:  <01ITVX0H1QL48Y54SG@mail.ewu.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
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Larry, last time I checked AP not only had several essays but was willing
to send them to campuses for additional reading.  Historically, AP was one
of the first testing programs to develop procedures for careful essay
topic development and for careful and reliable scoring.  The problem in
recent years seems to have been that the essay scores did not seem to
contribute very much to the total test scores. --Ed White
 
On Sun, 22 Feb 1998 LBEASON@MAIL.EWU.EDU wrote:
 
> Pat (and others),
> I hope to be able to work in essay portion for the students who
> take CLEP.  Right now, I don't believe our AP students have an
> essay they write for the AP (I might be wrong on this--have to
> double check).  Part of my problem is one I suspect others have as
> well: considerable pressure from administration to not create "barriers
> to enrollment" (the metaphor they seem taken with at the moment).
> their fear is that we may lose some of the best students because they
> seem to believe at least around here that students are doing an
> increased amount of credit shopping and making decisions based on
> who is most willing to give them credit for general requirements.
>
> Of course, this shouldn't affect what we do really, but such
> administrative pressure is another "barrier to sound pedagogy"
> that is in the mix.
>
> Many thanks,
> larry beason
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Feb 1998 09:57:41 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Theresa Ammirati <tpamm@CONNCOLL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A. Warriner's question
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
I'm sorry to send this over the general list, but I inadvertently deleted
Allison's original post with her return address--
 
 
Allison, good to hear from you.  Mary Segal is sort of right about the
sequenced cluster we do--it's a little different, however, from what you
are planning.  Our cluster program is called Freshman Focus.  It involves
four courses organized around a single theme--the cluster currently going
on (and the one in which I'm teaching) is organized around the theme of the
clash of cultures. (It's called "The Question of Choice in a Pluralistic
Society.")  The four disciplines involved are  English, Sociology,
Anthropology, and Philosophy.  The disciplines change slightly from year to
year depending on who's teaching.   For the first two weeks of the fall
semester, the four teachers meet together with the class to discuss common
readings that have been assigned over the summer.  Our cluster (which is
the only one that's been offered for the last few years) discusses the
Spanish conquest of Mexico and the issues that arise when cultures come up
against one another.    After that first two weeks, the two fall courses
procede as regular courses.  The teachers try to keep in touch, and,
ideally but not regularly, each attends the other's class.  The spring
semester begins as a regular semester with the next two courses, but for
the last three weeks of the semester, again all four teachers meet with the
class.  The first week is devoted to a recap of the work of the four
courses, with a tie-in again to the overall theme.  During the second week
the students meet in one of four groups, each talking about a  question
previously developed by the four instructors, one that incorporates a
quotation from a reading assigned in each class.  Together each group
develops a presentation (pretty free-flowing, with only general guidelines)
that is then offered to the whole class in the last week of the semester.
A paper after the first two weeks of the first semester is assigned and
that becomes 10% of the student's grade in each of the two courses for the
fall semester.  The group project is incorporated into the second semester
courses as 10% of the grade.
 
 
Participation in the program is entirely voluntary for both faculty and
students (in fact, it's sometimes quite competitive for students, since
there's a limit of 25 students in the course and the brochure advertising
it to incoming students is very snazzy).  Most of the students who elect
the program are quite good, so there are rarely developmental issues.  The
faculty work closely together, and it's part of their regular course load,
so there are no real equity issues involved.  We prefer that students don't
leave the course, but some do after the first semester.  Since their grades
are given separately in each of the four courses, that's not a problem.
Problems do arise when students decide they like three of the four courses,
and don't want to take one.  But that's not really an option.  (We did have
a situation where a student didn't want one of the courses in the second
semester, and the other instructor really wanted to keep her.  It wasn't
quite orthodox, but it was worked out with the student doing an individual
.)  Hope this is of some help to you.  If you have any questions, let me
know and I'll reply to you off-list.  Hope all is well with you--Take care,
Theresa
 
Theresa Ammirati
Connecticut College
New London, CT
tpamm@conncoll.edu
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Yo, y'all,
 
        My colleague, Liz Buckley, who directs our Writing Center is doing
some research on OWLs (on line writing "centers") and came across the
following paragraph.  She asked me if I had a clue as to what the author
seemed to be referring and I don't.  Do any of you have an idea of who these
"technoprovocateurs" are?
 
Quote from Liz Buckley's message:
 
These few technoprovocateurs [those OWLS that provide "a writing space
'where quietly subversive activity can emerge'"] assume a conception of
literacy that looks less tied to print culture than does that of their
"owlish" counterparts.  In the technoprovocateur site, academic literacy
seems more a matter of participating in literate networks than of expressing
individual thought.  What texts result from the networked activities there
might betray more of a Baktinian dialectic than an unanswered unassailable
argument.  What services are offered seem designed to disrupt the notion
that the proscenium classroom is the only valid context for writing.  And
what constitutes knowledge and literacy seem more social constructions of
competing ideologies and contexts than they do prescriptivist ontological
givens.
 
^This is from "Writing Spaces: Technoprovocateurs and OWLs in the Late age
of Print," J. Paul Johnson  published on the web
 
 
Thanks!
 
Donna D-O
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Your query about electronic portfolios, apparently posted
toWPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU a while back, was forwarded to me by a
colleague. I've been using electronic portfolios for a couple of years in
my computer science courses at various levels. while the idea I have for
them is simple, I don't have
any clever ideas for reducing my workload in assessing student work. The
attractive feature, of
course, is that I can review student work at my convenience from wherever I
have a Web connection.
But I'm spending a great deal of time commenting to individual students and
looking at revisions.
 
In any case, if you go to my homepage, you'll see links to courses CS699
and CS332 that will lead you
to pages for these courses containing information about portfolios for
these courses. Comments are
welcome.
 
--Gene Norris
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In-Reply-To:  note of 02/23/98 07:53
 
Allison might want to go to the web page archive (gcinfo.gc.maricopa.edu/~wpa)
and find our discussion of FIGS (Freshman Interest Groups). Anyone remember
the month of that discussion (the archived messages are stored by months).
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
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I don't know if everyone already knows this, but just in case:
 
The MLA is coming out with a new edition of its style manual in April.
There will not be a new edition of the Handbook for Writers of
Research papers, and there will not be any changes in print-source
documentation, according to my discussions with MLA folks.
 
There will be a set of formats for World Wide Web documentation,
including a 14-point template, all of which can now be found at this
web page: www.mla.org/main_stl/htm
 
        --Bill Murdick
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Ed is right about the AP essays. There are three separate
"free-response"/essay sections (only 20 minutes each, I think) that sudents
complete on both the Language & Comp and the Literature & Comp tests.
Anyone who has scored the AP essays can attest to the rigor of the "norming"
that readers undergo.
 
And Rich is right about the topics on the CLEP essays--one of them always
seems to be a "letter of complaint" topic that students never handle very well.
 
Don Bushman
UNC-Wilmington
 
At 10:37 PM 2/22/98 -0800, you wrote:
>Larry, last time I checked AP not only had several essays but was willing
>to send them to campuses for additional reading.  Historically, AP was one
>of the first testing programs to develop procedures for careful essay
>topic development and for careful and reliable scoring.  The problem in
>recent years seems to have been that the essay scores did not seem to
>contribute very much to the total test scores. --Ed White
>
>On Sun, 22 Feb 1998 LBEASON@MAIL.EWU.EDU wrote:
>
>> Pat (and others),
>> I hope to be able to work in essay portion for the students who
>> take CLEP.  Right now, I don't believe our AP students have an
>> essay they write for the AP (I might be wrong on this--have to
>> double check).  Part of my problem is one I suspect others have as
>> well: considerable pressure from administration to not create "barriers
>> to enrollment" (the metaphor they seem taken with at the moment).
>> their fear is that we may lose some of the best students because they
>> seem to believe at least around here that students are doing an
>> increased amount of credit shopping and making decisions based on
>> who is most willing to give them credit for general requirements.
>>
>> Of course, this shouldn't affect what we do really, but such
>> administrative pressure is another "barrier to sound pedagogy"
>> that is in the mix.
>>
>> Many thanks,
>> larry beason
>>
>
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Just as I suspected. If you search keyword "technoprovocateurs" on the
infoseek webcrawler, the first name on the site list is Eric Crump.
 
--CJ--
 
*****************************************************************
"CJ" Jeney                      | http://www.public.asu.edu/~starbuck/
Arizona State University        |
AZCacti@asu.edu                 | "I'm in a phone booth at the corner
(602)543-4569                   |  of Walk and Don't Walk."--anonymous
 
 
On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, Donna Dunbar-Odom wrote:
 
> Yo, y'all,
>
>         My colleague, Liz Buckley, who directs our Writing Center is doing
> some research on OWLs (on line writing "centers") and came across the
> following paragraph.  She asked me if I had a clue as to what the author
> seemed to be referring and I don't.  Do any of you have an idea of who these
> "technoprovocateurs" are?
>
> Quote from Liz Buckley's message:
>
> These few technoprovocateurs [those OWLS that provide "a writing space
> 'where quietly subversive activity can emerge'"] assume a conception of
> literacy that looks less tied to print culture than does that of their
> "owlish" counterparts.  In the technoprovocateur site, academic literacy
> seems more a matter of participating in literate networks than of expressing
> individual thought.  What texts result from the networked activities there
> might betray more of a Baktinian dialectic than an unanswered unassailable
> argument.  What services are offered seem designed to disrupt the notion
> that the proscenium classroom is the only valid context for writing.  And
> what constitutes knowledge and literacy seem more social constructions of
> competing ideologies and contexts than they do prescriptivist ontological
> givens.
>
> ^This is from "Writing Spaces: Technoprovocateurs and OWLs in the Late age
> of Print," J. Paul Johnson  published on the web
>
>
> Thanks!
>
> Donna D-O
> Donna Dunbar-Odom
> Director, First-Year Composition
> Associate Professor of English
> Dept. of Literature and Languages
> Texas A&M - Commerce
> (formerly East Texas State University)
> Commerce, TX 75429
>
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Donna--
 
I suggest you check with Eric Crump.  If I'm not mistaken,
"technoprovacateurs" is his word along with "technorhetorician."
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
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Howdy folks;
 
Could someone send me the email and/or snail mail address of the treasurer of WPA?  I haven't recieved anything from them in a while and thought I had renewed this summer, but the way me memory has been lately, want to double check with someone more reliable.
 
Thanks;
 
Kelly Lowe
Director of Writing Programs
Mount Union College
Alliance, OH 44601
330/823.3153
lowekf@muc.edu
"There is no substitute for absolute lack of preparation."
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On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, Donna Dunbar-Odom wrote:
->following paragraph.  She asked me if I had a clue as to what the author
->seemed to be referring and I don't.  Do any of you have an idea of who these
->"technoprovocateurs" are?
 
The short answer: us.
 
By 'us' I mean folks on WCenter in particular and anyone who develops a
place on the net where (learning) communities can flourish that consist
entirely of words in the wires. (I put 'learning' in parentheses because
that's what happens in virtual communities, though it may not always be
the stated purpose or the main focus). And I mean those of us who develop
online writing centers that begin (intentionally or not) to evolve past
conventional tutoring-type activities & into more chaotic & collegial
relationships.
 
Technoprovocateurs are people who, whether loudly and publicly or quietly
and subtley, are using technology to get outta the box, so to speak, to do
old things new ways or, perhaps more important, to do new things (in
either case disrupting, in the process, the conventional assumptions and
ways of doing things).
 
Barry was kind enough to give me credit for the word. I dunno if that's
true or not, but he may be thinking of something I did at CCCC a few years
ago, "Writing Centers as Technoprovacateurs"
http://www.missouri.edu/~cccc95/abstracts/crump2.html --though it's mighty
old by now.
 
--Eric Crump
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On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, BILL MURDICK wrote:
 
> The MLA is coming out with a new edition of its style manual in April.
> There will not be a new edition of the Handbook for Writers of
> Research papers, and there will not be any changes in print-source
> documentation, according to my discussions with MLA folks.
>
> There will be a set of formats for World Wide Web documentation,
> including a 14-point template, all of which can now be found at this
> web page: www.mla.org/main_stl/htm
>
>         --Bill Murdick
 
But there continue to be problems with MLA's guidelines on these issues.
The online update at the URL Bill provided, while an improvement on
the 4th edition, remains shortsighted.
 
Many folks, especially in composition, are using Janice Walker's style
sheet instead.  It's at:
 
     http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/mla.html
 
- Todd Taylor
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On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, TODD W TAYLOR wrote:
 
> On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, BILL MURDICK wrote:
>
> > The MLA is coming out with a new edition of its style manual in April.
> > There will not be a new edition of the Handbook for Writers of
> > Research papers, and there will not be any changes in print-source
> > documentation, according to my discussions with MLA folks.
> >
> > There will be a set of formats for World Wide Web documentation,
> > including a 14-point template, all of which can now be found at this
> > web page: www.mla.org/main_stl/htm
> >
> >         --Bill Murdick
>
> But there continue to be problems with MLA's guidelines on these issues.
> The online update at the URL Bill provided, while an improvement on
> the 4th edition, remains shortsighted.
>
> Many folks, especially in composition, are using Janice Walker's style
> sheet instead.  It's at:
>
>      http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/mla.html
>
> - Todd Taylor
>
 
I use Janice's style sheet, with great success.  Additionally, my
students have found it readable and affective.
 
Bonnie Lenore Kyburz, Lecturer                  602-965-7756
Course coordinator, Advanced Comp               kyburz@asu.edu
Department of English                           http://www.public.asu.
Arizona State University                        edu/~ctdiss/lenore.html
Tempe  AZ  85287
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Folks--
 
When Todd Taylor wrote:
 
>But there continue to be problems with MLA's guidelines on these issues.
>The online update at the URL Bill provided, while an improvement on
>the 4th edition, remains shortsighted.
>
>Many folks, especially in composition, are using Janice Walker's style
>sheet instead.  It's at:
>
>     http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/mla.html
 
He was right as well being overly modest.
 
Todd and Janice are the authors of a soon to be published book by
Columbia University Press which deals with all the issues of electronic
style.
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
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Kelly,
        Would you pass on that info to me, too.  I'm in the same boat.  In
fact, I remember sending  checks to WPA and JBW on the same day last summer
and haven't heard from either since.  I'm worried that both checks ended up
in the void somewhere.
        Donna D-O
 
At 10:54 AM 2/23/98 -0500, you wrote:
>Howdy folks;
>
>Could someone send me the email and/or snail mail address of the treasurer
of WPA?  I haven't recieved anything from them in a while and thought I had
renewed this summer, but the way me memory has been lately, want to double
check with someone more relia
>ble.
>
>Thanks;
>
>Kelly Lowe
>Director of Writing Programs
>Mount Union College
>Alliance, OH 44601
>330/823.3153
>lowekf@muc.edu
>"There is no substitute for absolute lack of preparation."
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Larry Beason--
 
I can't help you with CLEP, but I have just recently worked out an AP
Credit Policy that might help you frame your own.  Here it is:
 
 
                                AP Credit Policy
                             English/Writing Program
                            Eastern Oregon Univeristy
 
AP Scores of 4-5 on either the Literature and Composition Test or the
Language and Composition Test entitle the student to 10 Eastern lower
divison credits.
 
Four (4) credits are awarded for English 104, Introduction to Literature.
 
Four (4) additional credits MAY be awarded for Writing 121:  Introduction
to Expositiory Writing in one of two ways:
 
1)  The credits are automatically awarded for WR 121 to students completing
AP courses at high schools whose AP syllabus, standards, proficiencies, and
evaluative criteria have been established through close collaboration with
Eastern's English/Writing Program and the individual AP course instructor.
These standards are to relfect explicitly PASS English Proficiency
Standards. (A list of such high school course offerings will be
established.  Contact person is Donald Wolff.)
 
2)  Any AP student may petition for WR 121 credit by submitting a portfolio
of work from a high school AP course that effectively represents the
writing standards, proficiencies, and evaluative criteria from the AP
English curriculum.  (The proficiency standards and criteria are to reflect
explicitly PASS English Proficiency Standards.)  The portfolio should have
a framing statement that effectively petitions the English/Writing Program
for WR 121 credit and that reflects upon the student's composition
experience and abilities through reference to the documents in the
portfolio.  The portfolio must also contain a letter of support from the
student's AP instructor that also guarantees that the work in the portfolio
is the student's own.  The portfolio will be reviewed by at least two
members of the English/Writing Program before credit is awarded.  In some
cases, credit for WR 121 may not be approved.
 
Students who receive credit for both English 104 and Writing 121 shall
receive two (2) additional credits applied to general baccalaureate degree
requirements.
 
Students who receive credit for only English 104 shall receive six (6)
additional credits applied to general baccalaureate degree requirements.
 
Students who recieve an AP score of three (3) receive no Eastern credit.
 
 
**List of Approved AP High School Offerings, which entitle students to
automatically recive credit for WR 121 in addition to ENGL 104:
 
No Offerings Currently Approved.
 
Deanna Brickman's AP English course at La Grande High School is shortly to
be approved.
 
Enterprise High School is in the early stages of the certification process.
 
 
**
Good luck,
dw
 
 
 
 
--Boundary_(ID_p5G8u2Ea09P2gJLmHcLBgw)
Date: Fri, 20 Feb 1998 11:11:39 -0800
From: Larry Beason <lbeason@EWU.EDU>
Subject: CLEP scores?
MIME-version: 1.0
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I haven't kept up w/ the recent discussions on AP scores, so I'm hoping I
won't bet into too much trouble for asking this question:-)
 
Can anyone tell me what they do w/ students who take the English
Composition or Freshman College Composition CLEP tests?  Specifically I'm
wondering how different schools award credit for composition based on CLEP
and what cut-off scores are used.  Or if anyone has managed to find out
that CLEP is a particularly valid or useless measure, I'd like to know that
too.
 
 
We lack an official policy on CLEP (until lately, few of our students have
CLEPed), & I've been asked to give feedback.  I should point out, though,
that I am aware of the dubious nature of such tests & that each site needs
to develop its own cut-off scores based on its student population &
context.  However, I  think there is enough similarity among colleges that
it would help ne develop guidelines if I could see what other schools do.
There's still the question of whether or not these should be used at all,
but I would like to base our decision in part on what other schools do.
 
Many, many thanks!  Feel free to sent me info off the list if you prefer.
 
Larry Beason,Director
English Composition Program
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
(509) 359-6030
 
Donald Wolff, Dir.
Oregon Writing Project
Loso Hall
Eastern Oregon University
La Grande, OR 97850
(541) 962-3527
dwolff@eou.edu
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Larry--
 
AP *DOES* have an essay portion of the test--20 minutes!  So we are
skeptical about how well it attests to the rhetorical writing abilities of
the students.  As you can see from my last message to you, we've
established some fail safe devices for ensuring students can produce
college-level prose that does something other than conventional literary
analysis.
 
As to whether students should take college writing at college, I feel that
if they can demonstrate proficiency standards in their high school overlay
courses that meet or exceed the standards of our first-year course, then
more power to them and they're welcome to the credit.  If it comes to be
that many students are meeting our standards in high school, then we will
need to either cut down on the number of sections here on campus or raise
our standrads.  Insofar as 100-level courses demand writing and critical
reading abilities that students SHOULD have been "mastered" in high school,
then the standards ought to be raised.  On the one hand, that's a big
"should;" on the other hand, introductory courses in English and
Writing--and other subjects across the curriculum, for that matter--have
often been thought of, rightly or wrongly, as covering material that
students should have mastered in high school.  I beleive it is our
responsibility to work with high school faculty to articulate these
proficiency standards so that we know what we mean when we say we teach
English.
 
It's a dangerous game because some programs and/or offerings can be
eliminated.  However, if students can write well enough to score 4-5 on AP
AND they can demonstrate rhetorical flexibility then they ought to be able
to get on with their degree.  Still, I also believe that we have much to
offer whatever the student has mastered in high school.  For example,
students who are exempted from introductory English because they have
demonstrated such proficiencies, might then be encouraged to take honors
sections of 100-level English.  That might be a good way to work a trade
off with The Administration, which tends to favor exempting students
altogether from our labor-intensive offerings.
 
dw
 
 
Donald Wolff, Dir.
Oregon Writing Project
Loso Hall
Eastern Oregon University
La Grande, OR 97850
(541) 962-3527
dwolff@eou.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 23 Feb 1998 10:35:43 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: technoprovocateurs?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Check out http://owl.wsu.edu
 
I don't know if we're "technoprovocateurs"--and I don't want to be one,
since I might have to type it too often--but I think our OWL fits a good
portion of the description, Donna.
Bill
 
>Yo, y'all,
>
>        My colleague, Liz Buckley, who directs our Writing Center is doing
>some research on OWLs (on line writing "centers") and came across the
>following paragraph.  She asked me if I had a clue as to what the author
>seemed to be referring and I don't.  Do any of you have an idea of who these
>"technoprovocateurs" are?
>
>Quote from Liz Buckley's message:
>
>These few technoprovocateurs [those OWLS that provide "a writing space
>'where quietly subversive activity can emerge'"] assume a conception of
>literacy that looks less tied to print culture than does that of their
>"owlish" counterparts.  In the technoprovocateur site, academic literacy
>seems more a matter of participating in literate networks than of expressing
>individual thought.  What texts result from the networked activities there
>might betray more of a Baktinian dialectic than an unanswered unassailable
>argument.  What services are offered seem designed to disrupt the notion
>that the proscenium classroom is the only valid context for writing.  And
>what constitutes knowledge and literacy seem more social constructions of
>competing ideologies and contexts than they do prescriptivist ontological
>givens.
>
>^This is from "Writing Spaces: Technoprovocateurs and OWLs in the Late age
>of Print," J. Paul Johnson  published on the web
>
>
>Thanks!
>
>Donna D-O
>Donna Dunbar-Odom
>Director, First-Year Composition
>Associate Professor of English
>Dept. of Literature and Languages
>Texas A&M - Commerce
>(formerly East Texas State University)
>Commerce, TX 75429
 
Bill Condon, Director                   English Department, Avery 202
WSU Writing Programs               Washington State University
Phone: (509) 335-2268           Pullman, WA 99164-5046
FAX:  (509) 335-2582              e-mail:  bcondon@wsu.edu
                http://www.wsu.edu/~bcondon/
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Donald Wolff's last post raises an interesting question about the AP and about
high school literacy curricula in general. AS I recall, there are two relevant
AP tests, Language and Composition and Literature and Composition, and most
students take the lit and comp test. This, of course, reflects the nature of
the "English" curriculum in k-12. It is mostly literature based. Students
learn to read literature, and they mostly write about literature in various
ways. After about the 5th grade, most students get no instruction in how to
read anything but literature, and writing still tends to migrate to the
"English" class. I remember asking my kids' high school teachers if they ever
taught students any strategies for critical reading of Newsweek or the daily
newspaper, or any critical listening strategies for TV news, MTV, or 20/20.
They just looked at me funny, generally had no idea of what I was talking
about. I would like to see some sort of movement toward making the "English"
curriculum in high school, especially, more broadly focused on discourse in
English and less exclusively focused on literature. Many of us have been
hesitant to exempt AP students from composition courses because the AP
curriculum is basically a literature curriculum. I also have found AP students
who are pretty sophisticated about reading literature but tend to take all
other texts at face value. That's dangerous.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Donna,
 
Could you get me the URL for J Paul Johnson's essay?  I'd like to take a look!
 
Thanks.
 
--Dave Coogan
coogan@charlie.cns.iit.edu
 
>Yo, y'all,
>
>^This is from "Writing Spaces: Technoprovocateurs and OWLs in the Late age
>of Print," J. Paul Johnson  published on the web
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>         Would you pass on that info to me, too.  I'm in the same boat.  In
> fact, I remember sending  checks to WPA and JBW on the same day last summer
> and haven't heard from either since.  I'm worried that both checks ended up
> in the void somewhere.
>         Donna D-O
 
 
Me too! And I was blaming it all on the Canadian mail. Please post to
the list as we are probably not alone.
 
Mieke
 
 
Mieke Koppen Tucker
Bishop's University
Lennoxville, Quebec, Canada
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As a second to David's recent posting on AP (and to some extent, dual
credit courses), I wanted to make one additional point.  We seem to be
talking as if the whole process is designed to bring students to a static
point (after which they have been inoculated, tested negative for the
disease, and can pass on with credit or advanced placement).  It seems to
me that the real issue is connecting any or all high school experiences
with an ongoing development of writing competencies at the college level,
whether that comes from fy-comp or other courses, or from WAC/WID
curricula.  The idea is to keep them writing and to advance their writing,
regardless of where they enter the curriculum of the college --
developmental, introductory, or advanced.
 
The problem is that the dual-credit and AP structures tend to be sold and
purchased as tickets to avoid further writing and writing intensive
classes.  The the high-school dual credit and AP populations are heavily
weighted with successful science students, many of whom are highly
intelligent, and yet a number of whom prove to be poor writers when asked
to perform later on in college.  They are caoched by high school and
college science teachers to avoid courses with writing.  Many of these
students are pre-med / or allied health majors, with very structured
curricula once they enter college, and they feel writing or
writing-intensive courses just get in their way.  they are frequently
encouraged in this perception by their science faculty.  As several
hae bragged to our instructors, "We do everything we can to avoid a course
that requires writing."  Many succeed, thus fulfilling the AP prediction
that they will succeed in college.  Of course every once in a while, there
is a slip up and one of these individuals lands in a course that demands
writing, often in their junior year.  They have written little or nothing
in college, perhaps nothing much since high school.  Even if they were
reasonably good writers back when they were seventeen, their writing has
become horribly rusty.  They are like musicisans who haven't practiced for
years.  Their work is poor.
 
Having worked with the products of this system, not only in academic but
as a consultant and a technical editor in business and industrial
settings, I can say that there is an unacknowledged, hidden problem that
the current system fails to assess.  It is a "big lie" that everyone
avoids confronting, because it makes people unhappy.
 
The bottom line is that for all our caveats and curricular suggestions,
once they have tested out of the college writing class, many students
begin a process of avoiding writing as best they can.  I see them come
into our graduate writing center, brilliant young academics in science,
engineering, and business who cannot write their way out of a paper bag
and now must confront their theses and dissertations.  Likely as not, they
pay someone to write these documents for them after the data has been
crunched.  After all, in the words of Richard Feynman, writing is just
"word-smithing," after the problem has already been solved.
 
 
This is the mindset that I fear we encourage and underwrite with with the
whole process of testing out.  It should not be testing out but testing
into a curriculum that demands writing in one way or another.  It doesn't
have to be in English or comp. programs, but it has to be frequent.  WE
may claim that WAC and WID programs accomplish this, but I have not seen
the results in students.  Too often, we simply rubber-stamp students'
desire not to have to write again once they enter college.
 
 
Vincent Casaregola
Saint Louis University
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Dave,
        I'll give it a shot.  I'll see if Liz still has the information (and
I'm betting she does).
        Donna
 
At 12:40 PM 2/23/98 -0600, you wrote:
>Donna,
>
>Could you get me the URL for J Paul Johnson's essay?  I'd like to take a look!
>
>Thanks.
>
>--Dave Coogan
>coogan@charlie.cns.iit.edu
>
>>Yo, y'all,
>>
>>^This is from "Writing Spaces: Technoprovocateurs and OWLs in the Late age
>>of Print," J. Paul Johnson  published on the web
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Looks like AP does indeed have an essay portion worth considering. That
info or the scores have never been passed along to me from our
admissions office, so I appreciate being informed now.  Looks like
indeed CLEP has an essay portion but one that is indeed to be scored
locally.  I'm not sure why they bother; it seems to me the easiest
part of essay assessmentis having the students sit down and write
the essay.  We can do that well enough--it's the scoring that's
always the complexity.
 
larry beason
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I'd hate to overwhelm him with emailed complaints, but the treasurer is Rober Johnson at Miami of Ohio.
 
Email:  brjohns@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu
 
Snail Mail:
 
Robert Johnson
Department of English
Miami University
Oxford, OH45056
 
Cheers;
 
kelly lowe
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I am not disputing your experience, Vincent, particularly since it has
been some years since I was in the middle of this whole issue (and doing
research on the use of equivalency credits) and things may have changed.
But I found that the AP tests (and our CA parallel English Equivalency
Examination) were so demanding that almost all who passed for credit were
students who were personally committed to reading and writing, were really
good at it, and wanted to take more advanced English courses, not avoid
them. The rhetoric of inoculation and avoidance was indeed there, and
troubling, but was external to what actually happened.  If your perception
is now generally true, I will be saddened.  But I must ask about your
evidence, since your perception is so different from mine.  --Ed White
 
On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, Vincent Casaregola wrote:
 
> As a second to David's recent posting on AP (and to some extent, dual
> credit courses), I wanted to make one additional point.  We seem to be
> talking as if the whole process is designed to bring students to a static
> point (after which they have been inoculated, tested negative for the
> disease, and can pass on with credit or advanced placement).  It seems to
> me that the real issue is connecting any or all high school experiences
> with an ongoing development of writing competencies at the college level,
> whether that comes from fy-comp or other courses, or from WAC/WID
> curricula.  The idea is to keep them writing and to advance their writing,
> regardless of where they enter the curriculum of the college --
> developmental, introductory, or advanced.
>
> The problem is that the dual-credit and AP structures tend to be sold and
> purchased as tickets to avoid further writing and writing intensive
> classes.  The the high-school dual credit and AP populations are heavily
> weighted with successful science students, many of whom are highly
> intelligent, and yet a number of whom prove to be poor writers when asked
> to perform later on in college.  They are caoched by high school and
> college science teachers to avoid courses with writing.  Many of these
> students are pre-med / or allied health majors, with very structured
> curricula once they enter college, and they feel writing or
> writing-intensive courses just get in their way.  they are frequently
> encouraged in this perception by their science faculty.  As several
> hae bragged to our instructors, "We do everything we can to avoid a course
> that requires writing."  Many succeed, thus fulfilling the AP prediction
> that they will succeed in college.  Of course every once in a while, there
> is a slip up and one of these individuals lands in a course that demands
> writing, often in their junior year.  They have written little or nothing
> in college, perhaps nothing much since high school.  Even if they were
> reasonably good writers back when they were seventeen, their writing has
> become horribly rusty.  They are like musicisans who haven't practiced for
> years.  Their work is poor.
>
> Having worked with the products of this system, not only in academic but
> as a consultant and a technical editor in business and industrial
> settings, I can say that there is an unacknowledged, hidden problem that
> the current system fails to assess.  It is a "big lie" that everyone
> avoids confronting, because it makes people unhappy.
>
> The bottom line is that for all our caveats and curricular suggestions,
> once they have tested out of the college writing class, many students
> begin a process of avoiding writing as best they can.  I see them come
> into our graduate writing center, brilliant young academics in science,
> engineering, and business who cannot write their way out of a paper bag
> and now must confront their theses and dissertations.  Likely as not, they
> pay someone to write these documents for them after the data has been
> crunched.  After all, in the words of Richard Feynman, writing is just
> "word-smithing," after the problem has already been solved.
>
>
> This is the mindset that I fear we encourage and underwrite with with the
> whole process of testing out.  It should not be testing out but testing
> into a curriculum that demands writing in one way or another.  It doesn't
> have to be in English or comp. programs, but it has to be frequent.  WE
> may claim that WAC and WID programs accomplish this, but I have not seen
> the results in students.  Too often, we simply rubber-stamp students'
> desire not to have to write again once they enter college.
>
>
> Vincent Casaregola
> Saint Louis University
>
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Thanks, Kelly.
 
Actually, I'm more worried that my check didn't make it to WPA than I am
concerned that Bob Johnson made a mistake since I realized I've received no
copies of JBW since last May (and I mailed the checks to both WPA and JBW on
the same day).  So I won't be complaining; I'll just be inquiring.
 
Donna
 
At 02:43 PM 2/23/98 -0500, you wrote:
>I'd hate to overwhelm him with emailed complaints, but the treasurer is
Rober Johnson at Miami of Ohio.
>
>Email:  brjohns@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu
>
>Snail Mail:
>
>Robert Johnson
>Department of English
>Miami University
>Oxford, OH45056
>
>Cheers;
>
>kelly lowe
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Mary Carney has been especially helpful to me in getting my own JBW
subscription untangled (we moved and the post office is, well, the post
office); you can reach her at
 
MECBH@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU
 
Greg Glau
 
---------------------------------------------------
Greg Glau
 
Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition
Department of English
Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ 85287-0302
 
e-mail: gglau@asu.edu
Office: (602) 965-3898
FAX: (602) 965-345
http://www.public.asu.edu/~gglau/
 
 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Donna Dunbar-Odom [SMTP:Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU]
> Sent: Monday, February 23, 1998 1:22 PM
> To:   WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
> Subject:      Re: Status check
>
> Thanks, Kelly.
>
> Actually, I'm more worried that my check didn't make it to WPA than I
> am
> concerned that Bob Johnson made a mistake since I realized I've
> received no
> copies of JBW since last May (and I mailed the checks to both WPA and
> JBW on
> the same day).  So I won't be complaining; I'll just be inquiring.
>
> Donna
>
> At 02:43 PM 2/23/98 -0500, you wrote:
> >I'd hate to overwhelm him with emailed complaints, but the treasurer
> is
> Rober Johnson at Miami of Ohio.
> >
> >Email:  brjohns@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu
> >
> >Snail Mail:
> >
> >Robert Johnson
> >Department of English
> >Miami University
> >Oxford, OH45056
> >
> >Cheers;
> >
> >kelly lowe
> >
> Donna Dunbar-Odom
> Director, First-Year Composition
> Associate Professor of English
> Dept. of Literature and Languages
> Texas A&M - Commerce
> (formerly East Texas State University)
> Commerce, TX 75429
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I agree with David that one way we could help students strengthen their
literacy skills is to focus more on rhetoric in high schools. I understand
that high schools teachers love literature--they are English majors--and they
want to teach it, but the teachers at our local high schools also seem open
to learning about rhet and comp. Last year we had a day-long conference
inviting high school and community college teachers to open a dialogue about
what we are all teaching, and whether we could perhaps create more
scaffolding in high school for college writing. For many of the teachers, the
notion of teaching rhetoric was a revelation. They wanted us to follow
through by helping them learn more about rhetorical approaches to texts and
to writing tasks, so we are hoping to conduct some half-day workshops next
fall. If anyone has had experience with this kind of thing, I'd love to hear
about it.
 
Alison
 
 
Alison Warriner
Coordinator of Composition
Department of English
California State University, Hayward
Hayward, California 94542
 
awarrine@csuhayward.edu
510-885-3217
fax: 510-885-4797
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I started to reply to Alison Warriner's query about sequenced clusters
off-line, but then thought that some of you might be interested in knowing
about the Washington Center's calendar for learning community/linked
courses curriculum retreats.  The Wash. Center for Improving the Quality
of Undergrad Education is located at Evergreen College in Olympia, Wash.
and is a clearinghouse of sorts for learning community iniatives.
 
I happen to have gotten their calendar today, so can tell you that they
have curriculum planning retreats scheduled for April 23-24 and April
30-May 1.  In their materials, they ask that the institution send a
faculty team who "anticipate" working together in learning communities.
After attending a week-long workshop at Evergreen this past summer, I can
tell you that their facilitators are excellent.
 
About the unequal positioning of part time composition instructors re
tenured "content" faculty in learning communities:  As Director of Linked
Courses and a composition faculty member, I struggle with this question
all the time.  I've tried to resolve some of the inequities in my program
by paying the part time comp instructors an additional stipend and by
selecting well-informed, experienced composition teachers who can share
their teaching writing expertise with the "content" faculty.  In the best
links, there's a great deal of mutual admiration plus shared
responsibility for writing. Faculty development workshops and planning
time are a necessity if the effort is to be successful.  At summer
planning workshops, all of us spend time talking about what we see as
the role of the composition course in the link.  No matter how much time
we have to talk and plan, however, there is rarely a full understanding of
the comp teacher's role, even in the links where all teachers have WAC
backgrounds.
 
That's not so unusual, of course.  Even people in comp studies don't agree
on the role of (or need for) fy comp, let alone its role in learning
communities.  The unequal position of comp and "content" teachers in
learning communities mirrors the position of composition in English
depts. and in the university.  When I need reminding that I can't resolve
the problem of the unequal positioning of comp teachers, I think about
Susan Miller's analysis in *Textual Carnivals*, particularly the chapter
"The Sadwoman in the Basement." I also think about how important it is
that comp teachers be able to articulate what our "content" is a
composition course, esp. when the course is linked to the content of
another discipline.
 
Now about the "shoals" of scheduling--I can share some of my experiences
off-line.
 
Terry Myers Zawacki
Director-Linked Courses Program/Interim Director-Writing Center
English Department/George Mason University
Fairfax, VA  22030   (703)993-1187
tzawacki@gmu.edu
 
 
On Fri, 20 Feb 1998, Alison Warriner wrote:
 
> My question might have answers in an archive, so please bear with me and let
> me know if it does.
>
> We are embarking on a new General Education program this fall where students
> will be in cohorts of 90, taking year-long thematic sequenced clusters of 30
> students each, in 3 "content" disciplines linked with comp, speech, and
> "critical thinking" (housed in the Philosphy Department, though also an
> essential component of our comp program). A regular-admit first-year student
> will take, for example (this is hypothetical), a course on "ethics in science
> and technology" that will be in the disciplines of philosophy, psychology,
> and science--perhaps all together all year, or one at a time each quarter
> (we're on quarters). This student would take comp in the fall, speech in the
> winter, critical thinking in the spring, all while taking these "content"
> courses, and the "skills" courses would be thematically linked; i.e. the
> students' papers and other writing would be on the content of the
> disciplinary courses. The courses are team-taught. And yes, many of the
> disciplinary faculty will be full professors, and all of my faculty are
> part-timers.
>
> Only half the students are regular-admit. The rest are developmental at
> various stages, and will be in smaller classes--still linked, though, to the
> clusters. They will take comp all year and the other "skills" courses will be
> pushed to sophomore year. (Pardon all my quotation marks!)
>
> My question: could those of you who have been involved in similar programs
> give me some hints? I'm concerned about a few issues, though I'm not looking
> for ammunition to shoot this G.E. program down.
>
> 1. Is there a way to help my faculty be treated equitably?
> 2. Are there scheduling shoals I should watch out for?
> 3. What if a student fails or wants to switch out?
>
> That's all I can think of now, but it's late Friday afternoon, and I know
> there should be more. Perhaps if you've done this already, you'll be able to
> address concerns I don't yet know enough to have. Thanks.
>
> Alison
>
>
> Alison Warriner
> Coordinator of Composition
> Department of English
> California State University, Hayward
> Hayward, California 94542
>
> awarrine@csuhayward.edu
> 510-885-3217
> fax: 510-885-4797
>
 
Terry Myers Zawacki
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Larry:
 
We used to accept CLEP scores for first-year comp, but about four years ago
we changed our policy.  It came about because our department head and I got
very frustrated trying to read the essay responses.  The prompts were often
silly:  Discuss your experiences with automobiles.  Students were writing
personal experience pieces that in no way would demonstrate their ability to
write about ideas.
 
In short, we just couldn't use these responses to make any kind of judgment
about their past discursive experiences or to make any reasonable
predictions about what discourses they would be capable of producing.  About
all we could judge was style, which, for many of the brighter kids, was
quite slick.  But what about evidence?  What about superstructure(s)?  What
about a wide variety of performative speech acts?  We just couldn't tell.
So, we ended up giving "non-pass" grades to most of the ones we read.  We
ultimately decided that flunking everyone wasn't an effective way to handle
the problem either.
 
So, we gave up using the test.  I.e., we just don't accept CLEP scores.  Of
course, we're not very popular for that policy.  But until CLEP comes up
with something more sophisticated than they've been doing, I hope we don't
ever have to use their test.
 
Randy Popken
Tarleton State University
Stephenville TX 76402
 
 
At 11:30 AM 2/23/98 -0800, you wrote:
>Looks like AP does indeed have an essay portion worth considering. That
>info or the scores have never been passed along to me from our
>admissions office, so I appreciate being informed now.  Looks like
>indeed CLEP has an essay portion but one that is indeed to be scored
>locally.  I'm not sure why they bother; it seems to me the easiest
>part of essay assessmentis having the students sit down and write
>the essay.  We can do that well enough--it's the scoring that's
>always the complexity.
>
>larry beason
>
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Dear All,
   We are very sorry if anyone has not received the 1997 issues of jbw.
Please write to either Mary Carney at MECBH@CUNYVM.CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU or to
the co-editors Trudy Smoke (tsmoke@shiva.hunter.cuny.edu) or George Otte
George_Otte@baruch.cuny.edu), and we will make sure that your 1997 issues
are in the mail.  These two issues contain the Ira Shor article and Karen
Greenberg and Terry Collins' responses to the Shor article in addition to
other important essays on theory and practice in our field.  If you
would like to subscribe, please contact Mary, Trudy or George and we
will send your subscription information.
   Trudy Smoke          George Otte
   Co-Editor, JBW       Co-Editor, JBW
   English Dept.        English Dept.
   Hunter College       Baruch College
 
 
On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, Gregory Glau wrote:
 
> Mary Carney has been especially helpful to me in getting my own JBW
> subscription untangled (we moved and the post office is, well, the post
> office); you can reach her at
>
> MECBH@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU
>
> Greg Glau
>
> ---------------------------------------------------
> Greg Glau
>
> Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition
> Department of English
> Arizona State University
> Tempe, AZ 85287-0302
>
> e-mail: gglau@asu.edu
> Office: (602) 965-3898
> FAX: (602) 965-345
> http://www.public.asu.edu/~gglau/
>
>
> > -----Original Message-----
> > From: Donna Dunbar-Odom [SMTP:Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU]
> > Sent: Monday, February 23, 1998 1:22 PM
> > To:   WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
> > Subject:      Re: Status check
> >
> > Thanks, Kelly.
> >
> > Actually, I'm more worried that my check didn't make it to WPA than I
> > am
> > concerned that Bob Johnson made a mistake since I realized I've
> > received no
> > copies of JBW since last May (and I mailed the checks to both WPA and
> > JBW on
> > the same day).  So I won't be complaining; I'll just be inquiring.
> >
> > Donna
> >
> > At 02:43 PM 2/23/98 -0500, you wrote:
> > >I'd hate to overwhelm him with emailed complaints, but the treasurer
> > is
> > Rober Johnson at Miami of Ohio.
> > >
> > >Email:  brjohns@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu
> > >
> > >Snail Mail:
> > >
> > >Robert Johnson
> > >Department of English
> > >Miami University
> > >Oxford, OH45056
> > >
> > >Cheers;
> > >
> > >kelly lowe
> > >
> > Donna Dunbar-Odom
> > Director, First-Year Composition
> > Associate Professor of English
> > Dept. of Literature and Languages
> > Texas A&M - Commerce
> > (formerly East Texas State University)
> > Commerce, TX 75429
>
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Dear All,
 
For Dec MLA, a Special Session on Writing Centers, a topic much neglected at
the MLA, and certainly relevant as we all discuss the changing role of higher
education and of the humanities in particular.
 
What role might the writing center--and peer-tutors--play in the context of
what persons on this WPA list have called the "political" or "ethical" turn in
Composition and what many have called the paradigm shift in higher
education--the teaching of cultural studies and interdisciplinary "linked"
courses?
 
Looking forward to papers on innovative practices in writing centers and re-
theroizing the writing center's place and space in the university.  Persons
whose papers are read at the conference must be members of the MLA by April 1.
Send Abstracts by 20 March to:
Jessica Yood (jyood @aol.com).
SUNY Stony Brook
Writing Programs
Stony Brook, NY 11794-5350
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Allison, did that day-long conference with high school teachers involve an
array of disciplines or primarily English?
 
Sharon J. Hamilton
Associate Dean for External Affairs
School of Liberal Arts
278-1839 (tel)  278-2525 (fax)
 
 
 
On Mon, 23 Feb 1998, Alison Warriner wrote:
 
> I agree with David that one way we could help students strengthen their
> literacy skills is to focus more on rhetoric in high schools. I understand
> that high schools teachers love literature--they are English majors--and they
> want to teach it, but the teachers at our local high schools also seem open
> to learning about rhet and comp. Last year we had a day-long conference
> inviting high school and community college teachers to open a dialogue about
> what we are all teaching, and whether we could perhaps create more
> scaffolding in high school for college writing. For many of the teachers, the
> notion of teaching rhetoric was a revelation. They wanted us to follow
> through by helping them learn more about rhetorical approaches to texts and
> to writing tasks, so we are hoping to conduct some half-day workshops next
> fall. If anyone has had experience with this kind of thing, I'd love to hear
> about it.
>
> Alison
>
>
> Alison Warriner
> Coordinator of Composition
> Department of English
> California State University, Hayward
> Hayward, California 94542
>
> awarrine@csuhayward.edu
> 510-885-3217
> fax: 510-885-4797
>
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Yo back to everyone else.  (I get WPA-L in digest form, so my apologies for
"missing" any turns in the dialogue here.)  As author of the piece (not the
word) in question, I'm a little surprised to see the question raised.  The
article clearly acknowledges Eric as the author of the word (and provides a
link to his 1995 CCCC piece); and it provides hyperlinks to the few sites I
categorize as "technoprovocateurs."
 
In any case, the article--published as part of the cover web in _Kairos_
1.1--contains the answers to both questions: "what" and "who"?
 
I'm wondering how it's possible to come across a "paragraph" from the text
without the rest of the article.
 
The article (with acknowledgments, examples, and explanations) is
accessible at http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/1.1/index.html
 
Paul
 
>Date:    Mon, 23 Feb 1998 15:11:02 GMT
>From:    Donna Dunbar-Odom <Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
>Subject: technoprovocateurs?
>
>Yo, y'all,
>
>        My colleague, Liz Buckley, who directs our Writing Center is doing
>some research on OWLs (on line writing "centers") and came across the
>following paragraph.  She asked me if I had a clue as to what the author
>seemed to be referring and I don't.  Do any of you have an idea of who these
>"technoprovocateurs" are?
>
>Quote from Liz Buckley's message:
>
>These few technoprovocateurs [those OWLS that provide "a writing space
>'where quietly subversive activity can emerge'"] assume a conception of
>literacy that looks less tied to print culture than does that of their
>"owlish" counterparts.  In the technoprovocateur site, academic literacy
>seems more a matter of participating in literate networks than of expressing
>individual thought.  What texts result from the networked activities there
>might betray more of a Baktinian dialectic than an unanswered unassailable
>argument.  What services are offered seem designed to disrupt the notion
>that the proscenium classroom is the only valid context for writing.  And
>what constitutes knowledge and literacy seem more social constructions of
>competing ideologies and contexts than they do prescriptivist ontological
>givens.
>
>^This is from "Writing Spaces: Technoprovocateurs and OWLs in the Late age
>of Print," J. Paul Johnson  published on the web
>
>
>Thanks!
>
>Donna D-O
>Donna Dunbar-Odom
>Director, First-Year Composition
>Associate Professor of English
>Dept. of Literature and Languages
>Texas A&M - Commerce
>(formerly East Texas State University)
>Commerce, TX 75429
 
                                               J Paul Johnson
                Assistant Professor & Writing Center Director
               Department of English, Winona State University
                                    PO 5838, Winona, MN 55987
                 507.457.5453 / pjohnson@vax2.winona.msus.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Feb 1998 15:01:46 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Dunbar-Odom <Donna_Dunbar-Odom@TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: technoprovocateurs?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
Thank you, J. Paul Johnson, for your response to my query.  I'm not clear
about how the paragraph came to be divorced from its context; it's how it
was sent to me, and I was not familiar with the article previously.
 
And thank you to the rest of you; as usual you've been helpful and generous.
 
Donna D-O
 
At 08:39 AM 2/24/98 -0600, you wrote:
>Yo back to everyone else.  (I get WPA-L in digest form, so my apologies for
>"missing" any turns in the dialogue here.)  As author of the piece (not the
>word) in question, I'm a little surprised to see the question raised.  The
>article clearly acknowledges Eric as the author of the word (and provides a
>link to his 1995 CCCC piece); and it provides hyperlinks to the few sites I
>categorize as "technoprovocateurs."
>
>In any case, the article--published as part of the cover web in _Kairos_
>1.1--contains the answers to both questions: "what" and "who"?
>
>I'm wondering how it's possible to come across a "paragraph" from the text
>without the rest of the article.
>
>The article (with acknowledgments, examples, and explanations) is
>accessible at http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/1.1/index.html
>
>Paul
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Hi--
        The contact person at WPA is the secretary Bob Johnson.  His email
address is  brjohns@miamiu.acs.muohio.edu
        I didn't post to the list because I think someone else did--but I
could be confused; I've gotten lots of requests for this info.  I did get a
message from Trudy Smoke at JBW who's going to help me  on that end.  (I'm
really hoping I don't have to break down and actually look up cancelled
checks to see if they went through or not--my personal accounting system is
not efficient.)
        Good luck.
        Donna
 
 
>Me too! And I was blaming it all on the Canadian mail. Please post to
>the list as we are probably not alone.
>
>Mieke
>
>
>Mieke Koppen Tucker
>Bishop's University
>Lennoxville, Quebec, Canada
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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Thanks, Bill!  You're right; you ARE technoprovocateurs.  We're exploring
the OWL option because a survey of our first-year students revealed that
they were unable to attend the writing center as much as they'd like because
of time constraints.  Plus many of our students are nontraditional commuters
who might be more likely to make use of our center online.
 
Thanks again for pointing us to the work you all have done.
 
Donna
 
At 10:35 AM 2/23/98 -0800, you wrote:
>Check out http://owl.wsu.edu
>
>I don't know if we're "technoprovocateurs"--and I don't want to be one,
>since I might have to type it too often--but I think our OWL fits a good
>portion of the description, Donna.
>Bill
>
>>Yo, y'all,
>>
>>        My colleague, Liz Buckley, who directs our Writing Center is doing
>>some research on OWLs (on line writing "centers") and came across the
>>following paragraph.  She asked me if I had a clue as to what the author
>>seemed to be referring and I don't.  Do any of you have an idea of who these
>>"technoprovocateurs" are?
>>
>>Quote from Liz Buckley's message:
>>
>>These few technoprovocateurs [those OWLS that provide "a writing space
>>'where quietly subversive activity can emerge'"] assume a conception of
>>literacy that looks less tied to print culture than does that of their
>>"owlish" counterparts.  In the technoprovocateur site, academic literacy
>>seems more a matter of participating in literate networks than of expressing
>>individual thought.  What texts result from the networked activities there
>>might betray more of a Baktinian dialectic than an unanswered unassailable
>>argument.  What services are offered seem designed to disrupt the notion
>>that the proscenium classroom is the only valid context for writing.  And
>>what constitutes knowledge and literacy seem more social constructions of
>>competing ideologies and contexts than they do prescriptivist ontological
>>givens.
>>
>>^This is from "Writing Spaces: Technoprovocateurs and OWLs in the Late age
>>of Print," J. Paul Johnson  published on the web
>>
>>
>>Thanks!
>>
>>Donna D-O
>>Donna Dunbar-Odom
>>Director, First-Year Composition
>>Associate Professor of English
>>Dept. of Literature and Languages
>>Texas A&M - Commerce
>>(formerly East Texas State University)
>>Commerce, TX 75429
>
>Bill Condon, Director                   English Department, Avery 202
>WSU Writing Programs               Washington State University
>Phone: (509) 335-2268           Pullman, WA 99164-5046
>FAX:  (509) 335-2582              e-mail:  bcondon@wsu.edu
>                http://www.wsu.edu/~bcondon/
>
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
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The recent discussion of OWLs (online writing labs) has moved me to check
out WSU's OWL.  It seems quite user-friendly, and I like the implication
OWLs have for allowing feedback to writing.
 
One question I have (and I'm posting to the list, since I think the answer
will be of general interest) is this:  Do the organizers of OWLs see them
as primarily for on-site users, or is OWL participation open to the
electronic world?  I imagine most walk-in writing centers exclusively
serve students of the school that houses the WC.  What is the vision for
OWLs?  Is it currently practical to open them to any interested visitor to
post writing and/or feedback?
 
Kurt Bouman
boum9534@uidaho.edu
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That is exactly our problem at Hunter.  We have just started e-mail
tutoring this semester, and are playing with protocols.  The major
difficulty is that tutoring is, rightly, I think, offered only to
registered Hunter students, and we haven't got the budget ot adequately
serve all who request it as it is.  So e-mail tutoring looks like a
welcome addition--except if we post the address on our website, anybody
from anywhere can access.  (As it is, being in New York and having a
reputation, we get grammar requests by phone from corporate secretaries on a
semi-regular basis).  We will have to answer only e-queries with Hunter
e-mail addresses, which means students with e-mail services from on-line
companies will not be able to use those directly--a drag--and will have
to access us only from on-site terminals or through Hunter's website, where
they can access their Hunter e-mail account, which is considerably more
time-consuming, and for beginners on computers, who are probably also
early in their academic careers, taking a writing course, and among our
largest population at the Center, more daunting.  Until that golden age
in the future everyone is counting on when students will all, regardless
of socio-economics, be plugged in and web-savvy from K (of K-12).
 
Dennis Paoli
The Writing Center
Hunter College
 
On Tue, 24 Feb 1998, Kurt Bouman wrote:
 
> The recent discussion of OWLs (online writing labs) has moved me to check
> out WSU's OWL.  It seems quite user-friendly, and I like the implication
> OWLs have for allowing feedback to writing.
>
> One question I have (and I'm posting to the list, since I think the answer
> will be of general interest) is this:  Do the organizers of OWLs see them
> as primarily for on-site users, or is OWL participation open to the
> electronic world?  I imagine most walk-in writing centers exclusively
> serve students of the school that houses the WC.  What is the vision for
> OWLs?  Is it currently practical to open them to any interested visitor to
> post writing and/or feedback?
>
> Kurt Bouman
> boum9534@uidaho.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Feb 1998 09:04:20 +0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donald Wolff <dwolff@EOSC.OSSHE.EDU>
Subject:      Post-CLEP
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
CLEP sounds like something to take penicillin for, doesn't it.
 
Vincent Casaregola makes many good points.  The problem at this college is
not with dual credit courses or AP testing or the first year comp sequence
or upper divsion writing intensive courses.  The problem is finding a way
to have enough writing in other first-year courses across the curriculum,
especially the large science and psych and sociology courses with
enrollments of 100+.  The problem is compounded at the 200 level.  History
courses with 50+ or our intro. to lit. with 45 and no comp prerequistie or
our 200-level lit surveys with 45+--these numbers severely retard the
ability of teachers to assign authentic writing and thereby to reinforce
the comp standards.  None of the faculty in any of the disciplines is happy
about it.  Often when the instrutors attempt to include writing to learn
there is incredible resistance, not by the best students here in a small
rural college but by the anti-establishment cowboy truckers.  (Cowboys and
cowwomen who are also avid readers are an entirely different story--some of
our best students are rodeo champions.)  So there is a gap between the
writing required in the comp sequence and the writing required in upper
division writing intensive courses.  We call the gap the sophomore year.
 
dw
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Please feel free to pass this ad along to anyone interested in applying.
 
Don Bushman
UNC-Wilmington
>
>English Education.  The Department of Specialty Studies of the
>University of North Carolina at Wilmington invites applications for a
>faculty vacancy in secondary English Education. An earned doctorate in
>English, English Education or Curriculum and Instruction with a
>substantial graduate-level concentration in English is required.  Public
>school teaching experience and ability to provide limited support
>within the middle grades education program is desirable.  Duties will
>include instruction in the undergraduate and graduate teacher education
>programs, research in the specialty area, supervision of internships and
>practica, working with regional secondary schools in a formal
>professional development partnership and thesis guidance. Submit a
>letter of application which includes a statement of your philosophy of
>English education and secondary teacher preparation, vita, transcripts
>and three professional references to: Dr. Robert Smith, English
>Education Search Committee, The University of North Carolina at
>Wilmington, Department of Specialty Studies, 601 South College Road,
>Wilmington, NC 28403.  (910) 962-3369
>
>Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer
>
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Missouri Western State College has a "late" tenure-track English
"generalist" job posting (teach 4 course per semester with two of the
courses first-year composition classes).
 
Tenure-Track Job Announcement
 
English: Assistant Professor, tenure-track. Teach first-year composition
(including developmental), introductory and upper-level literature. Position
available August 15, 1998. Required: Ph.D. in English with emphasis in two of
these literature areas: African-American, folklore, mythology, women's
studies, contemporary American, post-colonial, world, theory, and science.
Graduate course work in composition or teaching of writing. College
composition or literature teaching experience using computer technology.
Submit application letter (include e-mail address); vita; transcripts; three
recommendation letters (sent directly by references or confidential placement
file); and syllabus for literature or writing course taught with computer
technology components (include writing assignment with grading criteria) to
 
Dr. Jane Frick, English Department, Missouri Western State College, 4525 Downs
Drive, St. Joseph, Missouri 64507 (url: WEB ADDRESS: http://www.mwsc.edu/).
Deadline March 30, 1998, or until position filled.  AA/EOE.
 
Applicants can find out more than they'd ever want to know about our
department by accessing our departmental Web site
(http://www.mwsc.edu/~engdept/index.html); fall and spring semester course
syllabi are even posted.
 
--Jane Frick
SS/C 208 C Missouri Western
St. Joseph, MO 64507
(FAX) 816 271-4315 (PHONE) 816 271-4543
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Does "off-site" tutoring (electronically, to persons off campus) make any
professional sense?  Does it not mean that tutors are essentially giving
away their expertise?  Can we imagine lawyers doing this?  For all our
nasty jokes about them, they appear to lack our masochism and have a
better sense of their own value -- inflated at times, perhaps -- but never
suicidal.
 
Ed Kearns, University of Northern Colorado
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On Tue, 24 Feb 1998, Edward A Kearns wrote:
->Does "off-site" tutoring (electronically, to persons off campus) make any
->professional sense?  Does it not mean that tutors are essentially giving
->away their expertise?
 
If you reduce the accounting of our profession to dollars, then I guess
not. No sense whatsoever. In which case, I'm glad I'm not entirely devoted
to sense (though I'm not against making money).
 
Value is being exchanged in other ways, even when no money changes hands.
Our wonderful "expertise" isn't worth all that much if it collects dust.
we need to *use* it in order to remain sharp, engaged, nimble. So you
might say the folks who talked with us were doing *us* a service by
keeping the conversation going. They do not merely take our
expertise for free. *They* add value to the Online Writery by providing
us opportunity to learn and develop as a staff.
 
On the other hand, I think it *would* be appropriate in many cases for
people to pay for the service they get. There are commercial online
writing consultants out there who may be doing quite well financially for
all I know. But for those of us who start OWLs in public institutions, we
have the problem that there is no *appropriate* mechanism for financial
exchange in place. To charge, we would have to offer credits and collect
tuition. That model doesn't fit the service we're offering or the needs of
our clientele, so even if we could manage it (which would be no easy
task), it would do violence to the nature of the service we're offering. A
lose-lose situation, seems to me.
 
I expect financial arrangements will be made (are being made) as folks
figger out how to do business over the net. But even so, we ought to keep
in mind that there's more to the transaction than money.
 
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Feb 1998 11:21:43 -1000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jim Shimabukuro <jamess@HAWAII.EDU>
Subject:      3rd Annual TCC Online Conference: Registration Info
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.GSO.3.95q.971205081214.13090I-100000@uhunix3>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
[OUR SINCEREST APOLOGIES TO THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED MORE THAN ONE COPY OF
THIS ANNOUNCEMENT -JIM]
 
Dear Colleagues:
 
Our staff is now accepting registrations for the Third Annual Teaching in
the Community Colleges Online Conference, "Online Instruction: Trends and
Issues II." For registration information, go to
 
                  http://leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu/tcc98
 
The registration period is from 24 February to 17 March 1998.  The late
registration period is from 18 March to 7 April 1998.
 
The completely virtual conference this year (April 7-9) will include:
 
   - Keynote presentations by Lucy T. MacDonald (Chemeketa CC, Oregon)
        and Steve McCarty (Kagawa JC, Japan)
   - Over 100 presentations (please see the list of accepted proposals
        below)
   - Preconference workshops
   - Open forums on critical issues
   - Email and MOO discussions
   - Exciting web tours
   - A virtual cafe
 
[This conference is sponsored by the University of Hawaii-Kapiolani
Community College and the Teaching in the Community Colleges List (TCC-L).
Conference co-coordinators are Dr. Jim Shimabukuro, Associate Professor,
English, and Dr. Bert Kimura, Professor/Coordinator, Educational Media
Center. Email jamess@hawaii.edu, bert@hawaii.edu.]
 
--------------------------
LIST OF ACCEPTED PROPOSALS
--------------------------
 
Returning to the Dark Side of Using and Creating Content for the Internet.
Palmer W. Agnew, Anne S. Kellerman, & Bernardo Torres. PA & AK:
SUNY-Binghamton; BT: Union College, NY
 
Making a Beeline to Becoming Online: A Case Study.  Danilo M. Baylen & J.
Michael Tyler.  Both: Florida Gulf Coast U
 
The Humanization of Technology. Mark A. Bellcourt.  U of Minnesota
 
Interactive Exercises and Authoring Programs for Language Learning on the
Web. Peter Biddulph. Oxford House College & Morley College, UK
 
Collaborative Writing Using Research on the Web. Anne Bliss, Ph.D.  U of
Colorado, Boulder
 
Cognitive Learning Styles and Implications for Online Instruction. Jon H.
Blumhardt. Honolulu CC
 
World-Wide Teaching on the World-Wide Web: Issues in Internationalization
of On-Line Course Content and Structure. Russell E. Brayley, PhD. Indiana
U, Bloomington
 
MOO-ving Online: A New Venue for Making and Teaching Theatre. Juli Burk,
PhD. U of Hawaii, Manoa
 
Teaching Educators to Teach in Their Pajamas: The Promises and Perils of
Faculty Teaching Faculty. A. Nadine Burke. Delta College, Michigan
 
Building Community Online: Instructional Strategies for Beginning,
Sustaining, and Moderating the Conversation. Wendy Ellen Burton, EdD. U
College of the Fraser Valley, B.C.
 
Some Cultural Considerations in Presenting Courses Online: An Asia-Pacific
Case Study. Michael F. Christie, PhD. Northern Territory U, Australia
 
Integrating the Internet in the Classroom: The Case of Disappearing
Excuses. Donald P. Corriveau, PhD. U of Massachusetts, Dartmouth
 
TIME to Interact: A European Teleguidance Project for Adults with Physical
and Mental Disabilities. Sarah Crawley & Ruth Garner. Learn Net, UK
 
Student Publication on the Web: Guidelines and Suggestions for Educators.
MaryLou Crouch & Virginia Montecino. Both: George Mason U, VA
 
ReTOOling MOOs. Lawrence B. Davies, Lesley Shield, & Markus J. Weininger.
LD: Nanzan U (Japan), LS: Open U (UK), MW: Federal U of Santa Catarina
(Brazil)
 
The Electronic Biology Classroom: Implementation and Student Opinion. Mark
S. Davis, PhD. North Georgia State College and State U
 
Distance Education in Microbiology: Online and CD-ROM Course.  Gloria J.
Delisle, PhD, & L. L. Tomalty, PhD.  Both: Queens U, Ontario
 
"Go Figure": The Surprising Successes of Teaching Statistics Courses via
Internet. Mary I. Dereshiwsky, Ph.D.  Northern Arizona U
 
Policy Issues in Implementation of Online Courses. Brent de Waal.  Simon
Fraser U, B.C.
 
Beyond ASCII and Hypertext: Utilization of Interactive, Web-based
Molecular Modeling and Multimedia Materials for College-level Chemistry
and Biochemistry Courses. Ruth Dusenbery, PhD.  Wayne State U, Michigan
 
Is It Possible to Use Distance Learning to Affect Changes in Attitudes?
Karen Eastwood, PhD, & Marina Onken, PhD. Both: Florida Gulf Coast U
 
A Stakeholder Approach to Online Teaching in Finance.  Sharon Garrison,
PhD., & Dan Borgia, PhD. Both: Florida Gulf Coast U
 
Practical Lessons on Delivery of Distance Learning: Do's and Don't's.
Sharon Garrison, PhD, and Marina Onken, PhD. Both: Florida Gulf Coast U
 
Using the Internet to Teach Internet Basics. J. Penelope Goforth.  U of
Alaska Southeast, Ketchikan
 
Researching for Public Speaking Classes: Requiring Various Media.  Cindy
Greenberg, PhD.  Kingsborough CC of CUNY
 
Cybersex in the Wired Classroom: Facts, Issues, and Suggestions.  Daniel
D. Gross, PhD, & Vicki Niemants.  Both: Montana State U, Billings
 
Oppression in Testing:  An Examination of How Computer Adaptive Testing
Alienates and Oppresses.  Daniel D. Gross, PhD, & Amber Sundsted.  Both:
Montana State U, Billings
 
Innovative Online Instructional Strategies: Faculty Members as Distance
Learners.  Autumn Grubb, PhD, & Peggy Hines.  AG: Georgia College and
State U; PH: Internet Developer
 
Lessons Learned in an Academic MOO: Two Students Discuss the Value of
Building in a MOO in a Composition Class.  Susan Halter.  Delgado CC,
Louisiana
 
Keeping Courses Comparable: My Discoveries Teaching Introductory Writing
on Campus and Online.  Johanna Harness.  Lewis-Clark State College, Idaho
 
Behind the Curtain: Designing, Developing, and Supporting a
Cross-Disciplinary Collaborative Project.  Peggy Hines.  Internet
Developer
 
Collaborative Efforts for Faculty Support in Teaching with Technology.
Curtis Ho, PhD.  U of Hawaii, Manoa
 
Online Sociology:  Preliminary Research Report.  Drew Hurley.  Santa Fe
CC, Florida
 
Ensuring Access to Rural Students.  Larry Hyslop.  Great Basin College,
Nevada
 
Visual Thinking in Integral Calculus.  Sarah Inkpen.  Seneca College,
Ontario
 
Considering Email as a Medium for Composition Journaling: A Case Study.
James A. Inman.  U of Michigan
 
>From the Classroom to the Internet: Issues and Resolutions.  Sally
Jackman & Celeste Carter.  Both: Richland College, TX
 
Creating a Collaborative Electronic Community of Education Scholars.
Michele Jacobsen.  U of Calgary, Canada
 
Interdisciplinary English and the Internet: Technology Meets Content in
the ESL Course.  Loretta Frances Kasper, PhD. Kingsborough CC of CUNY
 
Constructing a Learning Community in a Global Culture.  Harumi Kawamura.
Nanzan U, Japan
 
Combining Meatspace and Cyberspace and How the Internet Changes the
Conventional Classroom.  Julia Keefer, PhD.  NYU
 
Publishing on the Web: Opening the Doors of Community College Classrooms.
Nancy King & Susan Andrus Wood.  NK: Albuquerque TVI CC; SW: Dona Ana CC,
NM
 
Six Ways to Get Students More Engaged in Online Conferences.  W. R. (Bill)
Klemm, DVM, PhD. Texas A&M U
 
Faculty Development for Online Instruction: Two Models for Effective
Training.  Susan Schor Ko, PhD, & Steven Rossen.  Both: UCLA
 
Literacy, Interactivity, and Analytic Excellence in Online Classrooms.
Dr. Suzann Kole-Berlingieri.  CC of Vermont
 
Virtual Places for Collaborative Distance Learning.  Robert Kozma, PhD.
SRI International, CA
 
Conducting Business Methodologies/Techniques on the Internet.  Ritchie R.
Latimore.  Kent State U, Geauga
 
Distance Education Activities in Paralegal Education.  Robert J. LeClair.
Kapiolani CC
 
Tips for Effective Online Teaching and Learning.  Geraldine Lefoe & Robert
M. Corderoy.  Both: U of Wollongong, Australila
 
Using a Listserv to Facilitate Discussion in a Race, Class, Gender and
Media Seminar.  Michael Leslie, PhD.  U of Florida
 
You Can't Write an Essay Cooking Dinner, Can You?  Vinnie Linares.  Maui
CC
 
Two Vast Wastelands Are Better Than One: Teaching Visual Literacy on the
Web.  Kent Lowry.  New Mexico State U
 
The Presence of Others: E-mail, Audience, and Student Voice.  Cory A.
Lund.  Bemidji State U, MN
 
Local Versus Global Computer Conferences: Case Studies of Apprehensive
Writers.  Mark Mabrito, PhD.  Purdue U, Calumet
 
Creation Myths of Cyberspace.  Lucy Tribble MacDonald.  Chemeketa CC,
Oregon
 
A New Frontier: Designing and Implementing a For-credit, Internet Nursing
Course.  Kathleen I. MacPherson, PhD.  U of Southern Maine
 
A Reality CheckList for Designing Virtual Classrooms.  Vincent A.
Maggiore.  Dawson College, Quebec
 
International Online Inservice Course for ESL Teachers.  Mark Mankowski &
Luis G. Villela.  MM: Milwaukee Area Technical College; LV: Teacher
Trainer & Systems Administrator, Brazil
 
Investigating Student-Tutor Interaction.  Stephen Mann.  Aston U, England
 
Online Collaboration in Large Classes: The Evolution of the Text.  Anna
Martikainen and Linda Rodenburg.  Lakehead U, Ontario
 
Online Learning in a Community College Ambient:  A Limited Access
Construct.  Dr. Stevan A. McCrory, Provost.  Brevard CC, Florida
 
Humanizing the Web and Vice-versa: Incorporating the Internet into Human
Services Courses.  Joyce D. Meyer.  Parkland College, IL
 
Designing and Teaching Legal Terminology on the Internet.  Debbie Miller &
Deb LaPointe.  Both: Albuquerque Technical Vocational Inst.
 
Cybergogy Teaching: The Implications for Work with Adult Learners.  Dale
Monroe & Violet M. Malone, PhD.  Western Washington U
 
Exercising Your Options with Computer Assisted Instruction for Physical
Education Classes.  Ron Morgan.  Tarrant County JC, Northwest Campus, TX
 
A Strategy for Incorporating Technology into General Science Curriculums.
W. L. Morris & Michael Windelspecht, PhD.  Both: Floyd College, Georgia
 
Evaluating Web-based Continuing Education Courses.  Dale Mueller.  U of
Phoenix OnLine Campus, CA
 
Experiencing the Humanities Online.  Kris Murray.  Sauk Valley CC, IL
 
Integrating Distance Education into a Non-Technology Education Course.
Karin Myers-Tillotson, PhD, & Renee M. Eggers, PhD. Both: Slippery Rock U,
PA
 
On-line Evaluation: Multiple Choice, Essay, and Authentic Projects.
Gerald "Jerry" E. Nelson, PhD.  Casper College, WY
 
FirstClass, the WWW, and an OWL: Sequencing Learning Environments.  Dr.
Webster Newbold & Richard Rice.  Both: Ball State U, Indiana
 
Traditional and Nontraditional Learning Theories and Their Applicability
to Internet-based Instruction: Online Apologetics.  Mary Ellen Nourse,
EdD.  U of Idaho
 
Giving an Online VOICe to Faculty.  Mary F. O'Sullivan, PhD.  Western
Wisconsin Technical College
 
A Practical Guide to Dynamic Teaching in Online Instruction.  Dr. Kwi
Park-Kim.  Bronx CC
 
Supporting Faculty Use of Technology.  Dr. Kwi Park-Kim.  Bronx CC
 
MIKSIKE: Interdisciplinary Curriculum Integrated with Web Technology.  Dr.
Mikhel Pilv.  MIKSIKE, Estonia
 
Authoring Assessments on the Web: The CASTLE Project.  Helen Pownall, PhD.
U of Leicester, UK
 
netWORKS: Connecting Learners across the Curriculum: A Mid-Atlantic
Alliance for Computers and Writing Conference.  Cheryl Reed, PhD, &
Claudine Keenan.  Both: Pennsylvania State U
 
The Global Voice: A World Wide Writing Website.  Armeda C. Reitzel, PhD
(with Deborah Java, Brandilyn Kanawyer, Agnes Tung).  Humboldt State U, CA
 
Using Electronic Surveys to Promote Community and Enhance Metacognition in
Teacher Research.  Richard Rice.  Ball State U, Indiana
 
Adding Value: Using Online Activities to Ensure Student Success.  Griff
Richards, PhD, & Rosamaria Fong.  Both: British Columbia Inst. of
Technology
 
Cowabunga! What Is All This about MOOing?  Roger J. Rigterink, PhD.  U of
Wisconsin, Fond du Lac
 
Interdisciplinary Curricula in the Community Colleges:  Issues in Design,
Implementation, and Evaluation.  Harriett J. Robles.  West Valley College,
CA
 
<WWW.CHEATING.COM>.  Clay D. Rooks.  Fresno City College & U of Phoenix,
CA
 
Building the Course: Tools, Techniques, and Issues.  Steve Salik, Marc Van
Horne, & Chih-Hsiung Tu.  All: Arizona State U
 
Integrating Online Resources into Traditional Classroom Settings.
Jeannette L. Sasmor, EdD.  Yavapai College, AZ
 
Student Surveys and Self-Reflection as Assessment Tools in Changing Online
Learning Environments.  Jan-Michelle Sawyer & Mimi Will.  JS: U of Hawaii,
Manoa; MW: Foothill College, CA
 
High School Senior Online Composition Class: Does Innovation Sacrifice
Learning?  David Schelle.  Hotchkiss High School, CO
 
Is Asynchronous Communication Enough for Online Classes?  Lisa Schwedel.
USC, PhD candidate
 
Using Email to Enhance Writing Instruction for ESL Students.  Lisa
Schwedel.  USC, PhD candidate
 
InterQuest and QuestWriter: Experiences in Online Classes.  John Sechrest.
PEAK, Oregon
 
A Virtual Classroom Environment for Limited Access Humanities Students:
Design and Implementation.  Susan H. Seyfarth, PhD, & Theresa Thompson,
PhD.  Both: Valdosta State College, Georgia
 
Teacher Support and Training Needs for Online Courses.  Chuck Shave.
TAFE, Australia
 
Teaching ESL with the Internet: Practical Ideas for Energetic Teachers.
Heidi Shetzer.  UC-Santa Barbara
 
The Bureaucratic Firewall: Obstacles to Teaching with Technology at a
Public University.  Christopher Simar.  Ball State U, Indiana
 
The Best of Both Worlds: Combining Distance Education with Traditional
Classroom Instruction.  Thomas J.C. Smyth, PhD.  U of South Carolina,
Aiken
 
Body Language Online: If I Can't See You, How Do I Know You're Raising
Your Hand?  Sally W. Stiles.  Simon Frasier U, B.C.
 
Change Management for Online Delivery: A Case Study.  Neil Strong & Sue
Goldman.  Both: TAFE, South Australia
 
Synopsis of "Gender, 'Chilly' Classroom, and Teaching Online."  Patrick
Sullivan.  Manchester Community-Technical College, CT
 
When the Medium Is the Content: Teaching Introductory Computer Courses
Online or Teaching Online Online!  Pat Tyrer, PhD.  Texas Tech U
 
Multimedia Courses for Anytime Anywhere Learning.  William Vining, PhD, &
Dani Pedrotti.  WV: U of Massachusetts, Amherst; DP: Harcourt Brace & Co.
 
Interaction among Instructor, System Administrator, and Computer Services
Department: An Investigation and Discussion.  Michelle Wallace.  Old
Dominion U, VA
 
Activating French Online.  Dr. Katherine Watson.  Coastline CC, CA
 
Copyright and Related Issues in Web Page Design: A Layman's Approach.
Greg Webb.  OTEN, NSW, Australia
 
Internet-based Training: Will Dissenters Change Their Mind?  Greg Webb.
OTEN, NSW, Australia
 
Distance MS in Rehabilitation Counseling: A Progress Report.  Sandra
Whitteker.  San Diego State U
 
Building a Sense of Community: Nonverbal Cues Workshop.  Bernd Wiest.
TeleInstitut, Germany
 
An Accident Waiting to Happen: Legal Pitfalls in Online Teaching.  George
J. Wilkerson, PhD.  Austin CC
 
Meeting the Muse Online: Teaching a Poetry Workshop on the Web.  Bruce
Williams, PhD.  Mount San Antonio College, CA
 
Osmosis and Overlap: How Teaching Online Influences Teaching Offline.
Angus Woodward.  Delgado CC, Louisiana
 
Using ToolBook to Author a Web-Based Version of a Library Assignment.  Ted
M. Wygant.  Daytona Beach CC, Florida
 
----------
For further information, please send email to conference coordinators Jim
Shimabukuro <jamess@hawaii.edu> or Bert Kimura <bert@hawaii.edu>
----------
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Eric and Ed,
 
To me, the issue of "who we serve" with our OWLS has interesting
implications in terms of our larger sense of responsibility in the writing
center, not only in terms of who gets to use our service but in terms of
what goes on there.  I'm no more willing to proofread papers connected to
authors outside my institution than I am willing to do it with authors
inside my institution.  Eric's emphasis on conversation is key, I think, if
we want to be technoprovocateurs.  Who we provoke or who provokes us, as
conversants in an online exchange, matters less (to me) than the quality of
the provocation.
 
--Dave Coogan
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Allison, did that day-long conference with high school teachers involve an
array of disciplines or primarily English?
 
Sharon J. Hamilton
--
 
Sharon, the conference was for math and English teachers--so primarily
English, that time. However, this Saturday, UC Berkeley is hosting, with
their College Writing Program, a conference for high school, Comm. College
and University teachers with the theme of writing across the curriculum (and
I will be talking about rhetoric across the curriculum), and I assume
teachers from other disciplines will show up.
 
Alison
 
 
Alison Warriner
Coordinator of Composition
Department of English
California State University, Hayward
Hayward, California 94542
 
awarrine@csuhayward.edu
510-885-3217
fax: 510-885-4797
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************************************************************************
                                INVITATION
                        1998 C-FEST MEETING SERIES
                               at LINGUA MOO
                                   ***
 
                       Thursday, February 26, 7-8pm CST
 
                    "Issues in the State of the Profession"
 
          Discussion this week is on "Tenure and Tenure alternatives"
                   Facilitated by Dene Gregar and Geoff Sirc
 
                    In the C-FEST Forum at LINGUA MOO
 
                  [telnet to: lingua.utdallas.edu 8888]
                                   or
                    [WWW: http://lingua.utdallas.edu]
                 (Instructions for logging on are below)
*************************************************************************
Last week in our discussion with guest speaker David Bartholomae on the
Chronicle's article, "Bad Blood," many commented that the rift in English
departments is a two-pronged dilemma. The lines seem at times to be
blurred between the "disciplinary" and the "labor" aspects of the debate
(as Barry Maid observed). David wrote: "Again--I think the big issue is
not how we will get literature people to teach composition but 1) how to
get tenure stream faculty to teach general education courses and 2) how
to limit the reliance on non-tenure stream faculty.  I fear that we will
lose the big battle if we fight only the small internicene skirmishes."
Obviously the recent tenure and 'post-tenure review' battles being waged
in various states have an impact on graduate students moving into the
academic job market, junior faculty trying to get tenure, and tenured
faculty who stand inside an embattled system. Come to C-FEST with your
comments and questions about the issues in tenure and promotion, in
institutional budgets that affect granting tenure, and in alternatives to
the current system (if you advocate change in the system).
 
Schedule of future C-FEST meetings:
 
Wed -- 3/4 --  7pm CST
Thu -- 3/12 -- 7pm CST
Wed -- 3/18 -- 7pm CST
Thu -- 3/26 -- 7pm CST
******************************
From original announcement of C-FEST 1998 Series:
 
"First, we are calling for an open forum on the "state of the
profession," namely, in terms of the job market and the unprecedented
numbers of applicants for unprecedented types of jobs. During this series
of C-FEST meetings we would like to ponder the state of the academic job
market, the state of graduate programs, the state of institutional
budgets, and the state of our professional organizations (CCCC, NCTE,
MLA, NWCA). Second, in order to make our meetings as productive as
possible, we would like to address these issues in the form of
resolutions by the end of this series. Our goals are for C-FEST
resolutions to become policy, to form networks, to find bridges between
academic jobs and the private sector, to found clearinghouses for
positions, to address the problems of academic couples, and all to better
serve our graduate students and each other."
 
Here's how to get to Lingua MOO:
 
1.  Telnet to:  Lingua.utdallas.edu 8888
2.  Log on as a guest if you do not have a character at Lingua.
        (at Lingua welcome screen type: connect guest firstname)
3.  Type '@go C-FEST' to get to the forum room.
4.  Read the instructions in the room description about where to sit and
how
    to talk. There are 2 couches to sit on. You may talk at your couch
and only those on                         that couch may hear you, or if
you wish to address the entire group, type SU (for
    'speak up') and your text.
5.  To quit the MOO, type @quit.
 
As in the past, we need volunteers (2 per meeting) to facilitate the
discussions. If you would like to volunteer for any of the, please
contact Cynthia at 'cynthiah@utdallas.edu'. Otherwise, all YOU have to do
is show up and enter the discussions! Each C-FEST meeting will be
recorded and archived at Lingua MOO in the C-FEST Forum.
 
Cheers,
 
Cynthia and Jan
 
 
 
_____cynthiah@utdallas.edu______
_____http://wwwpub.utdallas.edu/~cynthiah/_____
_____Lingua MOO_____http://lingua.utdallas.edu______
University of Texas at Dallas, School of Arts & Humanities
PO Box 830688-Mail Station JO 31, Richardson, Tx 75083
Tel: 972-883-6340 - Fax: 972-883-2989
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Some of these questions figured in the design of our OWL:
 
>The major
>difficulty is that tutoring is, rightly, I think, offered only to
>registered Hunter students, and we haven't got the budget ot adequately
>serve all who request it as it is.
>Dennis Paoli
>The Writing Center
>Hunter College
 
>On Tue, 24 Feb 1998, Kurt Bouman wrote:
>
>> Do the organizers of OWLs see them
>> as primarily for on-site users, or is OWL participation open to the
>> electronic world?  I imagine most walk-in writing centers exclusively
>> serve students of the school that houses the WC.  What is the vision for
>> OWLs?  Is it currently practical to open them to any interested visitor to
>> post writing and/or feedback?
>>
>> Kurt Bouman
>> boum9534@uidaho.edu
 
Most OWLs, whether web-based or e-mail, are in fact based in e-mail.  One
student's paper goes to one tutor, and one tutor responds.  That fact of
the infrastructure limits resources in ways both Dennis and Kurt describe.
 
 
Our design was an attempt to get beyond that resource bottleneck, as well
as to create, online, the kind of community of writers that we see every
day in our onsite Writing Center.  So, instead of folding the writing into
an e-mail message that goes to a tutor, students post it to the web, via an
easy form that only requires basic web acquaintance and cut-and-paste
ability.  And once it's there, anyone coming into the OWL can see it, and
any registered user (the registration process is easy and open to all
comers) respond to it.
 
We've had, as a result, a lot of traffic that does not depend on tutors
responding.  Whole classes from three other universities have posted their
writing in our OWL so that the students in the classes can respond to each
other's writing there.  Our tutors respond as they have time, mainly
because it's good practice--a major reason for  staffing a writing center
with peer tutors is the value the tutors get out of it.  But the OWL is not
necessarily driven by the tutors' responses.  We encourage all users to
stick around and respond to others' writing.
 
It's participatory learning.
Bill
 
That URL again is http://owl.wsu.edu/
 
 
Bill Condon, Director                   English Department, Avery 202
WSU Writing Programs               Washington State University
Phone: (509) 335-2268           Pullman, WA 99164-5046
FAX:  (509) 335-2582              e-mail:  bcondon@wsu.edu
                http://www.wsu.edu/~bcondon/
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Our institution just received a grant to start a writing center.  One thing we
said was that we would provide service to the community.  So those with OWLS
open to everyone, how often do non-university people ask questions?  How much
time and resources do you devote to non-students?  We haven't yet decided if we
want an OWL open to everyone, or if we can fulfill our community obligation
through f2f meetings.  Any hard data or any place where hard data can be found
would be appreciated.  Diane
Diane Dowdey                                    Internet: eng_dxd@shsu.edu
Director of Freshman English                    Phone: 409-294-1438
Department of English and Foreign Languages     Fax: 409-294-1408
Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, TX  77341
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I'd like to know how long most WPA's hold that position, how long you think
someone should hold that position.  Can you send me how long you've been a WPA
and how long you think it would be ideal to be one?  Also if anyone knows of
research done on the average length of time people are or have been WPA's I'd
appreciate it.  Send a response to me, and I'll get the results back to the
list.  Diane
Diane Dowdey                                    Internet: eng_dxd@shsu.edu
Director of Freshman English                    Phone: 409-294-1438
Department of English and Foreign Languages     Fax: 409-294-1408
Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, TX  77341
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From:         Vincent Casaregola <casarevg@SLU.EDU>
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Dear List,
 
I have been experiencing some difficulties sending messages tonight.
Probably the latter stages of the flu.  But by some means, I promised Ed I
would post this to the whole group.
 
Vince Casaregola
 ---------- Forwarded message
---------- Date: Tue, 24 Feb 1998 17:36:17 -0800
From: Ed White <ewhite@wiley.csusb.edu>
To: casarevg@SLU.EDU
Subject: Re: CLEP (fwd)
 
Vince, I'm disappointed that you sent this just to me and not to the WPA
list, which would want to hear our exchange.  Would you mind posting this to
the list?
 
I have no doubt that the dual enrollment and CLEP students you speak of are
probably trying to avoid more English, but I know that AP used to be
different (and may still be).  I also know that the version of AP that we
put in as the CSU English Equivalency Exam was as difficult and demanding as
AP or even more so.  At some point, the difficulty of a genuine equivalency
exam is such that almost the only ones who can pass are those with a deep
interest in the subject.  This is a crucial distinction that is surely lost
in dual enrollment without strict controls and may also be lost in CLEP.  A
real and serious equivalency assessment program brings great benefits to
students and curriculum; an easy or fake equivalency program is a scandal
and a disaster.  --Ed White
>
>Dear Ed,
>
>I was trying to respond to your note, and I made a mistake and somehow
>just mailed it back to myself.  So now I am forwarding the response to
>you.  I shouldn't use this machine when I am tired.
>
>Vince Casaregola
>
>
>---------- Forwarded message ----------
>Date: Tue, 24 Feb 1998 18:28:52 -0600 (CST)
>From: casarevg@SLU.EDU
>To: vince casaregola <casarevg@SLU.EDU>
>Subject: Re: CLEP
>
>
>
>Dear Ed,
>
>My evidence is anecdotal and local to the experiences I have had here
>during the past seven years, but the weight of it mounts.  I must admit
>that most of it comes from dual-enrollment and CLEP, not from AP.  From
>what I can tell, far more of our incoming students who have credit for
>writing receive it from dual-credit courses than from AP.  In dealing with
>the dual-credit system, I have found it impossible to influence the
>teaching practices of the high schools which want to have literature
>courses fill in for composition courses.  It becomes politically
>impossible to argue with the habits of the local teachers.  They prefer to
>teach a literature course with far less of the features of first-year
>writing program.  These are often courses that are more designed to
>fulfill senior-year or junior-year high-school curricular aims than the
>aims of college writing.  When I have urged that we change this, I have
>been told that I am swimming upstream in an El Nino- driven storm.  The
>cual-credit courses enhance recruitment and enrollment, and they bring in
>revenue themselves, without causing any expense to the university.  My
>urging that dual credit courses should genuinely be the courses we teach
>as produced either laughter or complaint.  In short, I have been told not
>to neddle in these things, and told horror storiesw of how the last person
>who did, some 25 years ago, was fired.  At some point I realized that I
>was getting nowhere, so I gave up fighting on this issue, and put more
>energy back into the curriculum that I do control.  What I have learned
>from countless conversations with writing instructors and with faculty in
>other departments is that there is a pattern of heavy recruitment of
>pre-med and allied health students.  These students often have high math
>scores and adequate to good ACT / SAT verbal scores.  Many are quite
>intelligent and have a bright future.  However, they take the dual-credit
>English courses to achieve high standing and to avoid having to take a
>college writing course.  Many are encouraged in this by perspective by a
>cabal of counselors, recruiters, and science faculty.  The bottom line is
>that they come in having substituted a senior lit. course for a fy-comp
>course.  They consciously avoid courses that demand significant writing,
>and they often succeed with the aid of advising in their fields and the
>information drawn from the grapevine of older students.  The underlying
>message that I keep hearing is that we are supposed to make these students
>happy because they have high SAT?ACT scores, and so are eagerly recruited.
>Frequently, when they do end up in courses that demand more writing, they
>demonstrate considerable gaps, often because it has been 2-3 years since
>they have done any significant writing.  Unfortunately, I am beginning to
>see an increase of incidents of plagiarism from this group as well, when
>they are in writing situations.
>
>In closing then, I did not mean to imply that the main culprit was the AP
>course or the AP examination.  I see the problems as more evident with
>dual-enrollment courses.  On occasion, I have found a student who has
>taken the dual-enrollment course but for some reason did not pay the fee
>for college credit, subsequently taking the CLEP examination instead
>(apparently a cheaper road).  I have personally graded some of these CLEP
>examinations and found the performances quite disappointing.  So I have
>some evidence that the dual-credit courses are not producing the results
>we are assured they should.  As for AP credit, I don't see that many of
>our students coming in with AP credit.  Ultimately, I don't think that
>many of the dual-credit courses are what they are supposed to be.  Now I
>understand that there may be exceptions to this (some of which have been
>posted here), and certainly my information is local and anecdotal.  From
>this particular site, I am not sanguine about dual-credit programs.
>
>
>
>
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Musgrove, Laurence E." <lemusgro.ucs@SMTP.USI.EDU>
Organization: University of Southern Indiana
Subject:      Re: Term limits for WPAs
In-Reply-To:  <044B036001EA38D9>
 
I'm in my sixth year as WPA here, but I can't imagine anyone arguing for
a universal limit considering the various institutional contexts
available.
 
Laurence E. Musgrove
Director of Composition
University of Southern Indiana
lemusgro.ucs@smtp.usi.edu
http://www.usi.edu/libarts/english/musgrove.htm
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Patricia Ericsson <ericsson@HCPD.COM>
Subject:      Re: OWL Protocol Question
In-Reply-To:  <009C24DD.C078FD4D.3906@SHSU.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
 
At DSU, our OWL is open to the public as well as our student population.
We serve student requests first. If non-student users aren't served within
24 hours, we let them know we'll get at their requests as soon as we can.
 
So far, we've done fine with this approach, but we are small.  With a
larger student population, we might not be able to provide service to
outside users.
 
Patty Ericsson
Dakota State University
Madison, SD  57042
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Feb 1998 22:40:19 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Nick Carbone <nickc@ENGLISH.UMASS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: OWL Protocol Question
In-Reply-To:  <3.0.3.32.19980224205945.0068b630@hcpd.com>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
The question of how far to extend services might also rest on other
factors, such as whether your OWL is at landgrant institution, in which
case, for example, OWL outreach might be akin to some of the aggie
projects the landgrants used to do (or maybe still do in other states).
 
Too, since community service writing and learning come to more into the
fore these days, writing labs offer a rich potential for that type of
outreach. I mean I'd love to have satellite OWLs in say a local
highschool, and maybe one in nursing home, or one in local community
action agency or neighborhood youth center.
 
But this line of response isn't quite fair because it ignores the implicit
truth in the original question: what to do when you've only got so much
time and so many OWL staffers?  Eric's model works best--move to
conversation and bringing writers together; use email lists, rather than
email to one person or a small staff.  If a MOO's possible, use one.
 
What conversation also suggests is a move away from the clinic model so
many writing centers inherit.  Students go there for *help*, help that
often permutates into a medical model where the writing is to fixed, made
right.  The tutor works as a kind of EMT/nurse practitioner/doctor/orderly
what have you.
 
In a conversation model, if one can be established, the help isn't lost,
but the shift goes from clinic to cafe--a place to talk about writing with
other writers.  Making that transition could alleviate some of the burden
one anticipates from an email address that hangs on the web like a shingle
that says 'doctor.'
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu, but coming to you via nickc@english.umass.edu
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Diane:  I was WPA at WIU for 13 years.  I was appointed to the
job by one chair and resigned when she left office.  Her
successor asked me to take the job again, and I figured my
term would be concurrent with his (he was re-elected twice).  As
it turns out, I did resign a year before the chair finished his
last term.  For a variety of reasons, the time was right.
 
The year before I resigned we had a WPA Consultant-Evaluator
visit.  The two consultants talked at length with me (as we
drove back to the airport) about the length of time I'd done the
job.  They recommended that for my own mental (and probably
physical) health I should give up the job and move on to
something else.  Now I've done so, I know they were right.
 
Nonetheless, I'd be hesitant to suggest any kind of universal
rule for service.  I know there have been many who have done the
job much longer than I did.  I also know of schools where the
WPA serves three years and then is replaced by someone else.
Figuring that it probably took me almost three years to figure
out how to do the job effectrively, that seems too short!
 
Bruce
 
Bruce Leland
Western Illinois University
longer
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 24 Feb 1998 22:28:45 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Term limits for WPAs
X-To:         WPA-L@ASUACAD.INRE.ASU.EDU
In-Reply-To:  note of 02/24/98 21:29
 
Many departments have term limits for chairs that can only be extended by
re-election or (where the deans are tougher) reappointment. This is almost
universal. But term limits for WPA's are, I think, comparatively rare. This
phenomenon could be viewed a number of ways. It may be that no one thinks the
WPA is important enough to bother to limit his or her term. It may be that the
job is not an official position (it wasn't, really, at ASU) and thus no limit
is set for a position that does not really exist. Or it may be that a
department does not want to set limits on the outside chance that they will
find someone crazy enough to take the job who, nevertheless, does it pretty
well. Why mess up good luck like that with some sort of arbitrary term limit?
How often can this happen?
 
Term limits provide a "clean" way to get rid of a weak WPA without the messy
business of relieving him/her of the job. The chair can let the statute do the
dirty work. Term limits are a good way to ensure that a strong WPA doesn't
transform the writing program into a powerful political bloc in the
department, but, nay, I wax paranoid. Term limits can impede the development
of a mid to long- range plan for the writing program, especially where most of
the instructors are TAs, adjuncts, and non-tenure line faculty. Someone has to
provide continuitybesides the comp office secretary (and that can be more of a
problem than an entrenched director).
 
There's another way to look at this. For me, and for many of our colleagues,
the position of WPA was a route to academic administrative careers--right now,
ASUWest is run by former WPAs--Elaine Maimon(provost), Joe Comprone (Dean of A
& S), and Glenn Irvin (Vice Provost). I did not take the job of WPA at ASU
with an eye to a future as anything but a WPA. After 6 years in the job, I was
just getting some of the routines down and thoroughly enjoyed my job--every
day. Whether my job enjoyed me every day is not for me to say, but after six
years in one of the most interesting jobs in the university I was not much
interested in returning to a "regular" faculty position. I had no particular
administrative ambitions, but I was glad that there were no arbitrary limits
on my term, that I could continue with the job as long as I was doing it
reasonably well (knowing, of course, that I could be whacked by the chair at
any time for any reason or no reason). Yet there are others among us who have
more traditional scholarly objectives, who selflessly take a turn as WPA and
do a good job, but are relieved to see light at the end of the tunnel.
 
I guess my point is that there is no clear case for or against terms limits,
either form a personal or institutional point of view.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Nick --
 
Suddenly it all makes sense, because I've always liked going to the cafe
better than the doctor's office!   And it *is* hard to have a conversation
with your doctor--one that you understand, anyway.
 
--Dave Coogan
 
 
>In a conversation model, if one can be established, the help isn't lost,
>but the shift goes from clinic to cafe--a place to talk about writing with
>other writers.  Making that transition could alleviate some of the burden
>one anticipates from an email address that hangs on the web like a shingle
>that says 'doctor.'
>
>Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
>Marlboro College
>Marlboro, VT 05344
>nickc@marlboro.edu, but coming to you via nickc@english.umass.edu
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Haswell <rhaswell@FALCON.TAMUCC.EDU>
Organization: Texas A&M University--Corpus Christi
Subject:      Re: Term limits for WPAs
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
 
Diane, I was WPA for ten years.  I should have been five.  Rich Haswell
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Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         tmhogue@IUPUI.EDU
Subject:      Archive request
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
may i have the url for the wpa archives, please?
 
 
 
___________________________________********___________________________________
 
Tere Molinder-Hogue                                     "Sometimes
CA 502L  274-4499                                  you're the windshield,
University Writing Center                              and sometimes
CA 425   274-2049                                     you're the bug."
 
                                                    Mary Chapin Carpenter
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> I thought everyone might like a student's opinion; this appeared as =
an
> op-ed piece in our local paper.
>=20
> Best,
>=20
>=20
> Greg
>=20
> ---------------------------------------------------
> Greg Glau
>=20
> Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition
> Department of English      =20
> Arizona State University
> Tempe, AZ 85287-0302       =20
>=20
> e-mail: gglau@asu.edu=20
> Office: (602) 965-3898     =20
> FAX: (602) 965-345
> http://www.public.asu.edu/~gglau/
>=20
> =
----------------------------------------------------------------------
> ------------------------------------------
>=20
>                       "Advanced Placement Class Rating in Jeopardy"
>=20
>                  By Lauren E. Kummerer
>=20
> The idea of community college classes taken on high school campuses
> being a "win-win" situation is sadly misguided, and Kelly Pearce's
> Feb. 4 article, with little information refuting the description of
> them as such, left much of the story untold.
>           =20
> Though superficially the benefits of these dual-enrollment programs
> seem to come without drawbacks, in practical application a number of
> disturbing problems have surfaced.
>           =20
> The main source of these problems is that a large number of the
> dual-enrollment classes have arisen out of Advanced Placement classes
> (those offering college credit contingent on performance on a test
> each May), which are converted to a community college curriculum. In
> making this change, most high schools and AP teachers have probably
> intended to maintain the high standards of the national AP tests,
> making it possible for those students who will not stay in state for
> school to earn the more valuable AP credit if they wish.
>                      =20
> However, in practice this has been nearly impossible. The difference
> between the standards of the community colleges and those of AP
> classes is so great that even the most dedicated teachers have a
> difficult time maintaining the higher ones.
>                   =20
> Without the test at the end of the year to visibly measure students'
> progress, AP standards become come an abstract goal. AS a recent
> graduate, I watched in pain as my high school converted most science
> and math AP classes to dual enrollment. The dropping of standards was
> visible and happened more quickly than even I would have predicted.
> After only a year, entire blocks of material were being omitted as
> time ran short. Students who naively wished to take AP tests anyway,
> hoping they would have learned enough in their community college
> classes by the early May test date, generally found themselves
> extremely unprepared. Some dedicated teacher put in the time =
necessary
> to prepare these students outside of class, but it required such a
> huge amount of time - my calculus teacher estimated around 40 hours
> -that many students were discouraged.
>                =20
> Dual-enrollment classes created cut of regular, non-Advanced =
Placement
> classes may have hope yet. But if the implementation of dual
> enrollment requires a choice between the two, the benefits of AP
> clearly outweigh those of dual enrollment.
>                =20
> Advanced Placement costs significantly less to students and is
> recognized universally, while community college credit is expensive
> and rarely valid outside the state. But more importantly, Advanced
> Placement credit is accompanied by a national set of high standards,
> while dual-enrollment standards are significantly and consistently
> lower.
> =20
> For community colleges, which get to charge tuition for a class they
> neither teach nor fully fund, the incentive to continue dual
> enrollment is obvious. However, why the school districts would
> continue to support this scam while denying their students the
> opportunity to achieve at a higher level bewilders me.
>                 =20
> I feel lucky to have graduated early enough to catch the tail end of
> the AP curriculum, but I fear its end is near if educators continue =
to
> allow such insidious experiments as dual enrollment to destroy the
> educational programs we know to be successful.
>                 =20
> Considering what has been lost in Advanced Placement curriculum and
> overall student achievement, dual enrollment can by no means be
> considered a "win-win" situation.
>                 =20
> Dual enrollment is a fraud, and the only real winners are the
> community colleges who offer it.
>         =20
> Lauren E. Kummerer lives in Notre Dame, IN
>=20
> From the Arizona Republic, 2/24/98, page 6ev
>=20
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When I took the tenure-track appoointment with the understanding that I
would become Director, I said I would be the WPA for three years -- that's
as long as the term for the Chair of the department.  I, too, will be
interested in seeing what the rest of the list says about the length of
time to stay in the position.  I could also understand why someone might
want to stay in the position a bit longer -- or for a bit shorter length
of time.  My first year as Director concludes in June.  It's been, well, a
year...
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________
Susan L. Taylor                         University of Nevada Las Vegas
Director of Composition                 4505 Maryland Parkway
Phone: (702) 895-4186                   PO Box 455018
Fax: (702) 895-4801                     LV, NV 89154-5011
 
        "When I dare to be powerful -- to use my strength in the service
         of my vision, then it becomes less and less important, whether
         I am afraid."  --- Audre Lorde
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I find this an intriguing question and discussion.  I suspect the answer
lies in both the institutional context and the individual personalities
involved.
 
I know I served as WPA for five years and that felt just right.  I served
as Dept. Chair for a little over six years and that was a bit too long.
So, I am tempted to generalize from my own experience that academic
administrators should serve in the same position for five years.  Well,
that would work nicely for me, but I really don't know about others.
 
I do know it takes a while to learn every job and after another while
people try to look for new challenges.  That's when it's time to move on.
 
What are to me the more interesting questions under the surface of this
discussion are the ones like:  Can you have a term limit on the WPA
position when there are only one or two rhet/comp people in a dept?  Or
am I operating on a no longer valid assumption, and most depts now have
six or seven or more rhet/comp people?  (Of course, if this is true, one
needs to be WPA, one Writing Center Director, one WAC coordinator, one
Writing Project Director Tech Comm Coordinator/Intern-Co-op Coordinator,
need I go on?)
 
Can you cycle faculty through administrative positions or do they need
specific skills beyond those we look for in most faculty?  What happens
to talented folks after they cycle out of administrative jobs?  (Dave
suggested they can move on, usually at other insititutions.  However,
many faculty become place-tied.  Spouses have careers.  Children are in
school.)
 
I know some of these are WPA issues, some dept issues, some institutional
issues.  Still, am I the only one who wonders about them?
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr.edu
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I don't know if any of the University of Michigan OWL Coordinators are on
this list, but a year ago, anyway, we allowed anyone to submit work to our
OWL.  We responded to U of M students first, and if we knew that because of
a sudden crunch we wouldn't be able to interact with a paper/writer in a
timely fashion, we'd suggest they send papers to the Online Writery or the
Dakota State OWL, both of which we knew would respond to clients outside
their university.
 
We did this for several reasons:  First, it was good PR; folks would write
back glowing praise, and we were able to approach the powers that be about
our large pool of clients (to get funding) and also forward a lot of that
praise as evidence that we were doing important work.  Second, it allowed
our students practice in responding to every kind of writing imaginable,
and to use this writing for training purposes.  We had engaging online (and
f2f) discussions about some of the writing, and how to elicit effective
online response (or, if in fact online response *could* be effective) in
various situations (e.g., ESL students, grad students in the sciences,
etc.).  Finally, it set the stage for some incredible community outreach
projects, funded initially through grants and by academic outreach, where
we specifically trained peer tutors to respond online to high school
students.  Barbara Monroe (bjmonroe@umich.edu) has spearheaded this
wonderful project, and to my knowledge, she's paired UM tutors up with
students at two different Michigan high schools.
 
We started the OWL hoping that it would evolve into much more than an
ourgrowth of peer tutoring at the University of Michigan.  We intended it
to be the hub from which interaction could occur between and among UM
students, the community, local HS, other colleges, and businesses.  Down
the line we'd like to include real time chat, online postings like Bill
describes, and perhaps a collection of  resources for the various parties
involved.
 
--Becky
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I needed to qualify my statement about my "three year tenure" as WPA.  I
was the Assistant Director for two years before I became the WPA.  I've
had few suprises during the transition because of the two years worth of
experience before "taking office." Frankly, the only change was
in moving my office and more responbility in terms of a 40 hour week at
school -- I'll skip "home hours" -- and I like the changes -- even
getting blamed now for every writing "error" a student commits
campuswide! My statement about it being, well, a year simply meant that it
has been a year of learning about how I am perceieved to have some level
of power versus what my position really consists of...
 
Guess I'm still too new at being a WPA to ever imagine not being one...
However, I will admit the 5 year idea sounds just right -- but who knows?
I think another key issue here, among the many fine questions Barry asks,
is what about a WPA who is untenured?  Should she or he stay until tenure?
What if being the WPA is a condition of the hire and publication is still
expected at the same rate as an asst. prof who was hired sans
administrative responsibilities? Ah, the WPA statement on P & T looms
again -- and for good reason.
_________________________________________________________________________
Susan L. Taylor                         University of Nevada Las Vegas
Director of Composition                 4505 Maryland Parkway
Phone: (702) 895-4186                   PO Box 455018
Fax: (702) 895-4801                     LV, NV 89154-5011
 
        "When I dare to be powerful -- to use my strength in the service
         of my vision, then it becomes less and less important, whether
         I am afraid."  --- Audre Lorde
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David's right--it's all contingent. If there's no one else who can do the job
well or who has the knowledge (no, the _commitment_) to do it well (e.g.,
engaging in the field that informs the complex work of WPA-ing and composition
more broadly), then an existing WPA may feel the need to keep doing the work
until a qualified new person can be found. The director's decision (to keep
doing it) may be affected just as much by a desire to maintain the program's
integrity as it is by a concern for his or her own health.
 
 
 
In message SUSAN TAYLOR writes:
> When I took the tenure-track appoointment with the understanding that I
> would become Director, I said I would be the WPA for three years -- that's
> as long as the term for the Chair of the department.  I, too, will be
> interested in seeing what the rest of the list says about the length of
> time to stay in the position.  I could also understand why someone might
> want to stay in the position a bit longer -- or for a bit shorter length
> of time.  My first year as Director concludes in June.  It's been, well, a
> year...
>
>
> _________________________________________________________________________
> Susan L. Taylor                         University of Nevada Las Vegas
> Director of Composition                 4505 Maryland Parkway
> Phone: (702) 895-4186                   PO Box 455018
> Fax: (702) 895-4801                     LV, NV 89154-5011
>
>         "When I dare to be powerful -- to use my strength in the service
>          of my vision, then it becomes less and less important, whether
>          I am afraid."  --- Audre Lorde
 
 
Chris M. Anson
Professor of English
Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teaching Professor
University of Minnesota
207 Lind Hall
207 Church St. S.E.
Minneapolis, MN  55455
(612) 625-4846  Fax: (612) 626-2294
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<fontfamily><param>Times</param><bigger><bigger>
 
CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT
 
 
The 12th Annual Meeting  of cWa
 
Colloquium on Writing Assessment:  A Missouri Initiative
 
October 8-9, 1998
 
University of Missouri at Columbia
 
 
Taking It Home:
 
Turning Assessment Theory into Practice
 
 
 EDWARD M. WHITE
 
 
will deliver  two keynote speeches
 
 
"The Opening of the Modern Era of Writing Assessment"
 
 
"The Effects of Social Class on the Teaching of Writing"
 
 
 
For more information:  www.mwsc.edu/~cwa
 
To subscribe to cWa's listserv, send e-mail with no subject line to
 
listproc@more.net
 
Message should read:  subscribe cwa-l your name
 
</bigger></bigger></fontfamily>
 
*****************************************
 
Marty Patton
 
Campus Writing Program
 
University of Missouri-Columbia
 
writmdp@showme.missouri.edu
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I am working on a presentation addressing ways in which
computer-assited-instruction (CAI), or computer-mediated-instruction
(CMC), whichever you prefer, is or is not perceived among writing program
adminstrators as a potential (partial) remedy for the "crisis" in higher
education, particularly regarding the high numbers of adjunct and
non-tenured teachers inhabiting introductory (or other) writing courses.
 
My suspicions have been inspired by the recent MLA report on professional
employment, where attention to the "crisis" in higher ed is, in part,
focused on the non-tenured teaching "problem."  In the report, Elizabeth
Welles, director of the Association of Departments of Foreign Languages,
suggests that "changes in the way instruction is delivered or in the
scope of requirements could modify the current need for classroom
teachers" (14).  I thought these fears had passed already, but I was
wrong.  Welles adds that "distance learning (through television
and other audiovisual media) and computer-assited instruction have often been
mentioned as pedagogical strategies that might significantly alter
faculty-student ratios by reducing the number of classroom contact hours
students need, especially in introductory courses" (14).
 
Obviously, reducing the number of contact hours needed by students means a
reduction in the need for, well, teachers [of introductory courses, in
particular, I assume].  So, distance learning, etc. is considered capable of
addressing the "problem" of the labor force; what this means is that more
faculty--tenured faculty--can be teaching in the classroom.  Is this
possible, particularly since most tenured faculty members (that I know)
are not quite as experienced in CAI as are many energetic and experienced
TA's, instructors, lecturers, FAs, and adjuncts?
 
Many counterarguments are given in the report (regarding the feasibility
of CAI as a remedy), reasonable assertions regarding the primary need for
human contact and supervision that must occur "in tandem" with virtual
meetings (in e-mail, in distance learning forums, etc.).
 
Still, I wonder about the extent to which CAI is considered a partial
solution to the perceived problems in higher ed, part, with regard to
non-tenured teaching.
 
If anyone can offer comments--or resources that might be helpful--I
will be extremely grateful.
 
Bonnie Lenore Kyburz, Lecturer                  602-965-7756
Course coordinator, Advanced Comp               kyburz@asu.edu
Department of English                           http://www.public.asu.
Arizona State University                        edu/~ctdiss/lenore.html
Tempe  AZ  85287
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I think the question needs to be divided, maybe several ways, since WPAs
do so many different kinds of jobs.  For instance, I spent a long time,
probably 15 years or more (who was counting?) as coordinator of
upper-division writing on my campus.  Such a job involved numbers of
WAC-like functions (browbeating recalcitrant deans, speaking for writing
on campus, helping full professors of biology teach writing, etc.), which
made it very different from the job done by a WPA dealing with, say, 150
TAs and an indifferent English chair.  My job was much less stressful and
much more political, and the longer I did it the more effective I became,
in part because I had so much history in my head.  I can see my
replacement (who is not from English, by the way) really struggling for
the authority that only comes with time on that particular front.  I think
most of the posts on this thread have come from one kind of WPA, those
with the most stressful, large university freshman programs.  --Ed White
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When I read "5 years" in some of the messages on the list, it seemed like a
long time, but looking at my own experience (I'm nearing the end of my 5th
year), it seems like a very short period of time.  Perhaps it's my
situation:  I came here "new" to the position and to the department as an
untenured assistant prof.  Plus I'm not Czarina of all writing courses but
only of our "regular" first-year composition courses; other folks share the
"burden," if you will.  And finally this is an extraordinarily supportive
department.  At this point in my time here, I am only just now feeling like
I have my feet under me and beginning to feel good about what I'm doing.
(Hmm, maybe I shouldn't admit this in "print.")  I know I'll burn out
eventually--I certainly did as a writing center director in a former
life--but at this point, I don't even feel all that warm, much less burned.
I'd hate to have to leave the position at the end of 5 years--or 6 years
when (or if) I get tenure.
 
Donna D-O
 
Susan Taylor wrote:
>Guess I'm still too new at being a WPA to ever imagine not being one...
>However, I will admit the 5 year idea sounds just right -- but who knows?
>I think another key issue here, among the many fine questions Barry asks,
>is what about a WPA who is untenured?  Should she or he stay until tenure?
>What if being the WPA is a condition of the hire and publication is still
>expected at the same rate as an asst. prof who was hired sans
>administrative responsibilities? Ah, the WPA statement on P & T looms
>again -- and for good reason.
Donna Dunbar-Odom
Director, First-Year Composition
Associate Professor of English
Dept. of Literature and Languages
Texas A&M - Commerce
(formerly East Texas State University)
Commerce, TX 75429
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 25 Feb 1998 10:43:50 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward A Kearns <eakearn@BENTLEY.UNCO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: OWL Protocol Question
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.LNX.3.95.980224145150.1425C-100000@serv1.ncte.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
A reply to Eric Crump--
Eric:  My questions about the professional sense of giving our expertise
away do not "reduce" our profession to dollars.  There's nothing
reductionist about them at all -- especially in a profession that promotes
Ph.D.-level learning, worries over working conditions such as numbers of
classes, class size, abysmal pay, lack of collegial respect within
institutions, and so on.  Frankly, I find your response to be somewhat of
a cop-out.
 
Certainly I "learn" from my students, from colleagues, and from a host of
other sources in my life -- and they learn from me, informally, as well.
Nothing new here, and not much to the point.  But when people seek me out
for courses, editorial advice, tutoring, what have you, then the
relationship is no longer informal, and beyond earning money for myself,
it seems to me I have an obligation to my profession to avoid de-valuing
it.
 
Restricting OWLs to on-campus students means providing a service which,
one way or another, those students pay for (tuition, student fees, what
have you).  Likewise, walk-in use of Writing Centers.  Allowing a
community at large the same services for free seems a bit wrong-headed,
doesn't it?
 
At any rate, to suggest that users do US a service by using our expertise
is rather like suggesting that patients provide a service to surgeons, or
clients provide a service to lawyers.  Come now.
 
I fail to see how we can argue for advanced degrees, decent working
conditions and salaries, and for professional respect and at the same time
give away what we know for free.  That is the question I'm asking, and I
think it bears more serious consideration than you've given it.
 
Ed Kearns
English Department
University of Northern Colorado
Greeley, CO  80639
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We talk a lot about professionalizing the writing faculty; one of the most =
significant steps we can take to help bring it about, it seems to me, is =
to put the power of decisions such as term limits into their hands.  The =
faculty make up the program, and they should be the ones who collaborativel=
y establish a policy for program direction--the teachers of writing should =
help or be the actual source of decisions about direction of their =
program, and this includes ALL faculty--part-time instructors as well as =
full professors.  In a collaborative administrative structure, a plan for =
having individuals cycle through the various administrative positions can =
be built into the administrative design.  Where the structure establishes =
one WPA position, that person can implement a collaborative decision-making=
 policy.  The real issue that the term limits question raises is participat=
ory governance, it seems to me.
 
Which opens the way for me to plug the Spring issue of the WPA journal, =
which focuses on collaborative administration.  There are articles that =
describe collaborative structures and articles that critique them, =
delineating the complex problems that emerge from sharing power.  But =
these all seem to me at least to be productive problems, instead of the =
usually suppressed types that a non-participatory structure creates.
 
Jeanne Gunner
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>Our institution just received a grant to start a writing center.  One thing we
>said was that we would provide service to the community.  So those with OWLS
>open to everyone, how often do non-university people ask questions?  How much
>time and resources do you devote to non-students?
 
Diane,
I'd look at the "resource" issue in several ways.
 
First, with a website you can link to all sorts of stuff--general and
specific sites that deal with writing, with grammar and mechanics, with
writing for specific disciplines/audiences, etc.  So part of the community
resource is available to all OWL users, and it "costs" you nothing more
than the construction of the site.  You could even do what we've done and
create a forms page that allows USERS to post new links to sites they've
found helpful.  At any rate, you'd build this page for your students
anyway, and sharing costs no extra.
 
Second, you'll develop other functions that outsiders may be able to use.
So, for example, we have five chat rooms in our OWL.  Anyone who signs in
to our OWL can use them, and using them is more like using DIWE than it is
like using a MOO/MUD.  No special knowledge is required, just typing,
pointing, and clicking.  Again, the cost is in creating the facility.  Once
it's created, there's no cost to sharing it widely.
 
Third, if you can create a system that doesn't depend exclusively on tutors
for responses, then you can share that widely too.  If all the responses
are generated by tutors, and you have to recruit, train, and/or pay the
tutors, then extending this service beyond the university does come with a
cost.  But you can still argue that the experience is part of the tutors'
learning experience, so it's worth at least a moderate cost.
 
Good luck!
Bill
 
Bill Condon, Director                   English Department, Avery 202
WSU Writing Programs               Washington State University
Phone: (509) 335-2268           Pullman, WA 99164-5046
FAX:  (509) 335-2582              e-mail:  bcondon@wsu.edu
                http://www.wsu.edu/~bcondon/
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Diane--
I am currently in my third -- and last--year as WPA here at Ball State
University.  We do have term limits on all Department administrators,
and I have very mixed feelings about leaving the job.  I feel like it
took me the last 2 1/2 years to figure the whole thing out, yet I also
know that the job has eaten my life and I haven't gotten much
published and since I come up for tenure next year . . .
 
I think there are benefits to a system with renewable terms: if the
job and the person aren't a good fit, there is a graceful exit
opportunity.  If the job and the person work suer well, then renewal
offers an opportunity for the WPA to really make an important
contribution.
 
Carole
 
Carole Calrk Papper
Director, The Writing Program
Ball State University
Muncie, IN 47306
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I am in my fifth year here and did two years as associate director of
composition elsewhere. Right now I feel that a new person might benefit the
program, but we have no money to advertise for a replacement and I am the only
rhetorician here. It would be suicidal perhaps to ask to be relieved.
 
Heide Weidner
TNTECH U
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I'm wondering if it will be different measuring lengths of tenure as WPA
in large universities and smaller colleges.  At Rollins I've been the
WPA (including Writing Center) for 13 years (since I arrived), as I was
hired for this role, though I'm also Professor of English and Writing in
the English Department.
 
The reason I have remained so long is that I'm the only one qualified
for the position, and we won't be able to hire a second person who
combines rhetoric and comp with Writing Center and WAC experience.
 
Against the wishes of the faculty, however, the Dean is solving this
problem for next year.  He is dissolving the Writing Center into the
Student Resource Center (of which it became a art this year), with an LD
person directing the whole thing.  She has no expertise in any area of
writing. The WAC program will continue without director or coordinator,
and I'll be fulltime in English.
 
The good side of this:  after 13 years I'll be delighted only to teach
--and it will leave me time for writing, reading, research, and evenings
with my husband. The down side is that the Department had expected to
search for a WPA replacement whenever I made this move.
 
So it might be useful in defining limits (or writing suggested policies)
to build in what will happen when a WPA retires from active duty.
 
Incidentally, my second sabbatical at Rollins will be next spring, when
I'm going to Africa to research and support WAC and peer tutoring work
in a couple of large public institutions.  Though I got my first
sabbatical with no difficulty, to remain a WPA with out current dean,
I'd have had to give up my second sabbatical and serve as a staff
person.  Given our faculty attitude toward WPAs being real faculty, that
would have been a bad trade in any case.
 
So I guess I'm recommending that any efforts to write policy on this
issue include rights for WPAs as well as ways of replacing them.
 
Twila Yates Papay
Rollins College
Winter Park, FL 32789
407-646-2191
tpapay@rollins.edu
 
SUSAN TAYLOR wrote:
>
> When I took the tenure-track appoointment with the understanding that I
> would become Director, I said I would be the WPA for three years -- that's
> as long as the term for the Chair of the department.  I, too, will be
> interested in seeing what the rest of the list says about the length of
> time to stay in the position.  I could also understand why someone might
> want to stay in the position a bit longer -- or for a bit shorter length
> of time.  My first year as Director concludes in June.  It's been, well, a
> year...
>
> _________________________________________________________________________
> Susan L. Taylor                         University of Nevada Las Vegas
> Director of Composition                 4505 Maryland Parkway
> Phone: (702) 895-4186                   PO Box 455018
> Fax: (702) 895-4801                     LV, NV 89154-5011
>
>         "When I dare to be powerful -- to use my strength in the service
>          of my vision, then it becomes less and less important, whether
>          I am afraid."  --- Audre Lorde
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>
>
>  The University of Louisville has been busy with multiple searches for
> new faculty this spring, so we have extended our deadline for graduate
> and GTA applications to both the MA and PhD programs until March 23,
> 1998. Please pass this information on to interested students. For more
> information, contact Beth Boehm, Director of Graduate Studies,
> (502)-852-6801; fax: (502)-852-4182; baboeh01@ulkyvm.louisiville.edu.
>
>
 
 
--
Brian Huot
University of Louisville
Louisville, Kentucky 40292
   bahuot01@homer.louisville.edu
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Diane,
 
For me, eight year, no term limits.  Ideal time?  There are too many
variables (size of institution, interests of particular WPA, politics,
curricular requirements, support of the department and the deanery) to
set a universal limit.  Personally, I have not yet exhausted all the
avenues I would like to pursue in the position, but I sure have
exhausted myself physically.
 
Mary
 
Diane Dowdey wrote:
>
> I'd like to know how long most WPA's hold that position, how long you think
> someone should hold that position.  Can you send me how long you've been a WPA
> and how long you think it would be ideal to be one?  Also if anyone knows of
> research done on the average length of time people are or have been WPA's I'd
> appreciate it.  Send a response to me, and I'll get the results back to the
> list.  Diane
> Diane Dowdey                                    Internet: eng_dxd@shsu.edu
> Director of Freshman English                    Phone: 409-294-1438
> Department of English and Foreign Languages     Fax: 409-294-1408
> Sam Houston State University
> Huntsville, TX  77341
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I taught a year-long seminar on rhetoric to high school teachers,
including a speech and social science teacher, and the participants in the
seminar went on to give faculty development presentations to their
colleagues on how rhetorical analyses could be used to instill a
critical awareness of disciplinary conventions and a civic awareness of
public issues.  Rhetorical analysis is of course part of the AP exam that
focuses on writing rather than lit, and we use it in our comp program to
connect reading and writing.
 
Rhetoric can strengthen a liberal arts conception of education at both the
high school and college levels by moving wac beyond skills to ask
questions about how disciplines connect with public issues.
 
----------------------
Thomas P Miller
tpm@U.Arizona.EDU
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In a casual conversation with a colleague (who is about 40 or so) she
mentioned that her undergraduate school required all graduating seniors to
take the GRE general exam and subject matter exam and to achieve certain
scores in order to graduate. I found that very interesting. The conversation
included a bunch of people, but I think she went to Indiana University of
Pennsylvania. Does IUP still do this? Does anyone?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Our biology department does a version of it, because their program is very
grad-school oriented.  I think (though I could be wrong on this) that have
their majors take it every year: the idea is to show sophomores how much
more they know than they knew when they were freshmen, juniors how much
more they know than when they were sophomores, etc.  Students aren't
required to get certain scores in order to graduate, though, as far as I
know. (BTW, for the legal types, there's no copyright violation involved
here--the dept.'s doing everything all nice and clean, though I'm not sure
exactly how it works.)
 
Rita
 
>In a casual conversation with a colleague (who is about 40 or so) she
>mentioned that her undergraduate school required all graduating seniors to
>take the GRE general exam and subject matter exam and to achieve certain
>scores in order to graduate. I found that very interesting. The conversation
>included a bunch of people, but I think she went to Indiana University of
>Pennsylvania. Does IUP still do this? Does anyone?
>
>-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
>___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
>___6001 South Power Road
>___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
 
Rita Malenczyk
Director, University Writing Program
English Department
Eastern Connecticut State University
Willimantic, CT 06226
860-465-4573 (phone), 860-465-4580 (fax)
MALENCZYKR@ECSUC.CTSTATEU.EDU
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        At the University of Oregon, we're in the early stages of
        developing a portfolio writing assessment.  Right now, we're
        thinking of including a monitored sit-down essay as part of
        the assessment, as well.  Of course, one big question for us
        involves cost.
 
        If any of you have budget figures handy that you could share
        with me (on or off list), I'd be very grateful!  I'm interested
        in gaining a better sense of start-up and on-going budgets for
        either portfolio reviews or sit-down essay forms of assessment.
 
        The Questions:
                1. What kind of assessment do you have in place?
                2. Involving about how many students?
                3. Who reads the student writing (faculty, grad students,
                        adjuncts, a combination)?
                4. At what approximate total cost?
 
        Again, thank you for your response.
 
        Sincerely,
 
        Anne Laskaya
        Dept of English
        University of Oregon
        laskaya@darkwing.uoregon.edu
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Anne;  I'm not sure that what we do at Norwalk Community-Technical College
will be applicable to your situation at U of Oregon, but here goes.
 
We see portfolio evaluation as an instrument of faculty development even more
than we see it as an assessment instrument.  That being the case, everyone
who teaches first-year composition reads portfolios.  We gather for a long
half day immediately after the last day of classes and parcel the portfolios
out so that everyone reads some portfolios from every instructor.  This
"chore" is considered part of the job, even adjuncts, and not something
extra (we have no final exam in this course).  As you can see, we have no
need of a budget--except for coffee and donuts.  No paper work is involved;
we do not report results to anyone; there is no accountability except to
ourselves and our students.  If your portfolio initiative is being mandated
from above, then, of course, you may need a costly mechanism in place to
produce quantifiable "results."  I can't help you there.
 
Good luck.
 
Joel Nydahl
Writing Coordinator
Norwalk Community-Technical College
Norwalk, CT 06854
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Hi,
I direct the writing assessment program at Southeast Missouri State
University.  We have placement (1200-1500 students annually), equivalency
(100 students annually), exit (1200 students annually) and proficiency
testing (1500 students annually) occurring on our campus.  Students' essays
and/or portfolios are read by trained faculty readers from across the
discipline.  Writing assessment is a line item in the budget and has been
for the past 11 years.  We pay our readers $140 per day/the equivalent of
what ETS pays readers who work for them.
 
If you need more information, write me directly at the email address below.
 
 
 
At 09:34 AM 2/26/98 -0800, you wrote:
>        At the University of Oregon, we're in the early stages of
>        developing a portfolio writing assessment.  Right now, we're
>        thinking of including a monitored sit-down essay as part of
>        the assessment, as well.  Of course, one big question for us
>        involves cost.
>
>        If any of you have budget figures handy that you could share
>        with me (on or off list), I'd be very grateful!  I'm interested
>        in gaining a better sense of start-up and on-going budgets for
>        either portfolio reviews or sit-down essay forms of assessment.
>
>        The Questions:
>                1. What kind of assessment do you have in place?
>                2. Involving about how many students?
>                3. Who reads the student writing (faculty, grad students,
>                        adjuncts, a combination)?
>                4. At what approximate total cost?
>
>        Again, thank you for your response.
>
>        Sincerely,
>
>        Anne Laskaya
>        Dept of English
>        University of Oregon
>        laskaya@darkwing.uoregon.edu
>
 
 
 
Dr. Nancy Blattner
nblattner@semovm.semo.edu
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>        The Questions:
>                1. What kind of assessment do you have in place?
 
1.  Entry-level Writing Placement Exam:  Two essays, two hours.  One
analytical/argumentative, one reflective.  Scored on a two-tiered "expert
rater" model by graduate students who teach the sections of FY Comp into
which the students are being placed.   We pay the raters $20/hour.
 
2.  Jr-level University Writing Portfolio.  Graduation requirement for all
students, but intended (when it's completed in a timely fashion) as a
diagnostic for students entering upper-division Writing in the Major
courses.  Contents:  Three essays from classes, and a timed writing that
mirrors the WPE (above).  So--five pieces in all, again rated on a
two-tiered expert rater system, by faculty who teach Writing in the Major
courses.
        Tier I:  If all five pieces are rated Pass by the four
                different raters (the class instructors rate and
                sign off on the three pieces students have produced
                in their classes, and we pay a faculty rater $20/hour
                to read and place the timed writing), than the portfolio
                is a "Pass."
        Tier II:  If the class pieces are rated "outstanding" or if the
                timed writing receives a "pass with distinction" or
                "Needs Work" rating, then a Tier II reader looks at the
                whole portfolio and decides whether it really merits
                the "Pass with Distinction" or "Needs Work" designation.
                Tier II raters make $40/hour.
 
>                2. Involving about how many students?
 
WPE--approximately 2700 entering first-year students.
Portfolio--approximately 3000 per year.
 
>                3. Who reads the student writing (faculty, grad students,
>                        adjuncts, a combination)?
 
See above
 
>                4. At what approximate total cost?
 
Students pay a $9.00 fee for the WPE and a $12.00 fee for the portfolio
assessment.  That generates about $60,000.  Out of that, we pay all the
assessment program's expenses, except for one secretarial position, which
is paid for by central administration.  So the total cost--secretary,
part-time student help, Assessment Coordinator (.75 FTE), and rater pay--is
less than $90,000 for both assessments together.
 
Hope this into helps.  If we can provide more, let me know.
Bill
 
Bill Condon, Director                   English Department, Avery 202
WSU Writing Programs               Washington State University
Phone: (509) 335-2268           Pullman, WA 99164-5046
FAX:  (509) 335-2582              e-mail:  bcondon@wsu.edu
                http://www.wsu.edu/~bcondon/
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What is the purpose of developing a portfolio writing assessment?
Answering your questions such as who reads the assessment will
depend on what the assessment is for.  Furthermore, finding
an assessment that fulfills your purpose seems to me to be much more
important than cost.
 
Peggy O'Neill
University of Louisville
 
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Anne C Laskaya wrote:
 
>         At the University of Oregon, we're in the early stages of
>         developing a portfolio writing assessment.  Right now, we're
>         thinking of including a monitored sit-down essay as part of
>         the assessment, as well.  Of course, one big question for us
>         involves cost.
>
>         If any of you have budget figures handy that you could share
>         with me (on or off list), I'd be very grateful!  I'm interested
>         in gaining a better sense of start-up and on-going budgets for
>         either portfolio reviews or sit-down essay forms of assessment.
>
>         The Questions:
>                 1. What kind of assessment do you have in place?
>                 2. Involving about how many students?
>                 3. Who reads the student writing (faculty, grad students,
>                         adjuncts, a combination)?
>                 4. At what approximate total cost?
>
>         Again, thank you for your response.
>
>         Sincerely,
>
>         Anne Laskaya
>         Dept of English
>         University of Oregon
>         laskaya@darkwing.uoregon.edu
>
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Notice of Job Vacancy
 
Scholar in Development Education
General College
University of Minnesota
Twin Cities Campus
(http://www.gen.umn.edu/)
 
 
 
General Information: The General College of the University of Minnesota
seeks a  scholar in developmental education.  General College serves
lower-division pre-transfer students of diverse backgrounds who do not meet
the admission profiles of the highly selective freshman-admitting colleges
in the University.  The person hired for this position will take a
leadership role in the General College's mission of assessing students'
progress in developing the skills necessary to be successful in higher
education.  The person will work with Students Services personnel to bring
the results of work in that unit to publication.  The person will work with
General College faculty in a collegial role to further research in
developmental education.  The person must have a significant record of
research in developmental education, a demonstrated ability to help others
pursue a research agenda in developmental education, and have good
prospects for attracting external funding.
 
Position:  One position, rank open (advanced Assistant or Associate
Professor, or Professor) in developmental education, with disciplinary
specialty in higher education, psychology, or related field.
 
Appointment: Nine-month, type P (indefinite tenure) or type N
(tenure-track), beginning September 14, 1998, or August, 1999.
 
Salary:  Competitive.  The position will include funding for a 50% graduate
research assistant for the first two years and other professional supports.
 
Essential qualifications:
1. Earned doctorate in higher education, educational psychology, or other
related field.
2. A strong record of research and publication in developmental education,
including recent publications.
3. Evidence of effective teaching of lower-division, undergraduate
students.
4. Evidence of leadership and collaboration in promoting research and
publication in developmental education among faculty colleagues.
 
 
 
 
Duties and responsibilities:
1. Maintain an exemplary research profile in developmental education.
2. Write proposals for funding to support developmental education research
and service projects appropriate to an urban research university.
3. Teach lower-division General College courses in field of specialty; the
normal General College teaching load is six quarter courses per year, with
reduction in the start-up year and opportunities for reduction via
grant-funded buy-outs in subsequent years.
4. Provide active leadership to General College faculty and Student
Services personnel doing research on developmental education in the context
of an urban developmental education program.
 
To apply:  Nominations for the position are welcome.  Nominations and
applications should be sent to
Developmental Education Search
University of Minnesota-General College
240 Appleby Hall
128 Pleasant St. SE
Minneapolis, MN  55455
FAX:  612 625-0709
 
Application materials:
1. Letter of application indicating background for and interest in the
position; the letter should specifically address research and publication
plans in developmental education and describe work in progress.
2. Current vita.
3. Copies of three recent representative publications or manuscripts in
press.
4. Copies of recent syllabi for lower-division undergraduate courses.
5. Three recent letters of reference that speak to research, teaching, and
leadership.
Applicants are free to include any additional materials they might wish to
submit.
 
Deadline:  Review of applications will begin on April 15, 1998.
Applications will continue to be received and reviewed until the position
is filled.
 
 
 
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons
shall have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without
regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital
status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual
orientation.
 
To request this material in alternative formats, please call 612 625-2880.
 
----- Forwarded Message Ends Here -----
Terry Collins
Director of Academic Affairs and Curriculum
Morse-Alumni Distinguished Teaching Professor of Writing and Literature
General College-University of Minnesota
246 Appleby Hall
128 Pleasant Street SE
Minneapolis, MN  55455   USA
(612)625-5366
FAX: (612)625-0709
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In the old days, when I graduated from the University of New Mexico, all
English majors, at least, were required to take the GRE--both general and
advanced portions.  Recently, under pressure from the administration to
develop a mission statement and an assessment procedure to see whether we
are meeting the stated mission, the department discussed requiring some
sort of nationally normed test such as the GRE.  Almost no one favored it.
I then sent out a request for information to determine which colleges, if
any required the GRE. I got only one response--from Wisconsin, I believe.
Anyone care to speculate on why such a natural tool is out of fashion?
Seems to me it would at least force departments of English to engage with
the question of what it means to be an English major.  Is there any
agreed-upon skill or knowledge that a person graduating with a B.A. in
English should have?  And if so, is there any way to measure that skill or
knowledge outside of the classroom grades  received?
 
Leon Coburn
UNLV
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> In a casual conversation with a colleague (who is about 40 or so) she
> mentioned that her undergraduate school required all graduating seniors to
> take the GRE general exam and subject matter exam and to achieve certain
> scores in order to graduate. I found that very interesting. The conversation
> included a bunch of people, but I think she went to Indiana University of
> Pennsylvania. Does IUP still do this? Does anyone?
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
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>Anyone care to speculate on why such a natural tool is out of fashion?
 
Well, probably because the GRE is not a "natural" tool.  It tests certain
kinds of knowledge, but by no means does it test all that an English
major--even in a very traditional literature major--has learned.
 
Ask yourself, "What tools should an English major acquire?"  Then ask,
"What does the GRE test?"  The differences should be pretty stark.
 
>Seems to me it would at least force departments of English to engage with
>the question of what it means to be an English major.
 
Maybe such a discussion could begin with rejecting the GRE as an
appropriate measure?  If it ended with accepting the GRE as an appropriate
measure, then I think that'd be pretty depressing.
Bill
 
Bill Condon
Director, WSU Writing Programs
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Dear Peggy,
 
What I was trying to ask for was a sense of what you do at your own
institution and what the approximate cost might be.  Of course the purpose
of the assessment here will reflect local conditions, so I know your
program might not look the same as mine.  What I need, however, is some
sense of reasonable costs incurred for these kinds of programs (more
generally), in order to respond well to my Dean and Associate Dean.  If
you have your own assessment budget figures handy, I'd love to hear from
you.
 
Thanks for the assistance,
 
Anne
 
 
 
 On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Peggy A. O'Neill wrote:
 
> What is the purpose of developing a portfolio writing assessment?
> Answering your questions such as who reads the assessment will
> depend on what the assessment is for.  Furthermore, finding
> an assessment that fulfills your purpose seems to me to be much more
> important than cost.
>
> Peggy O'Neill
> University of Louisville
>
> On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Anne C Laskaya wrote:
>
> >         At the University of Oregon, we're in the early stages of
> >         developing a portfolio writing assessment.  Right now, we're
> >         thinking of including a monitored sit-down essay as part of
> >         the assessment, as well.  Of course, one big question for us
> >         involves cost.
> >
> >         If any of you have budget figures handy that you could share
> >         with me (on or off list), I'd be very grateful!  I'm interested
> >         in gaining a better sense of start-up and on-going budgets for
> >         either portfolio reviews or sit-down essay forms of assessment.
> >
> >         The Questions:
> >                 1. What kind of assessment do you have in place?
> >                 2. Involving about how many students?
> >                 3. Who reads the student writing (faculty, grad students,
> >                         adjuncts, a combination)?
> >                 4. At what approximate total cost?
> >
> >         Again, thank you for your response.
> >
> >         Sincerely,
> >
> >         Anne Laskaya
> >         Dept of English
> >         University of Oregon
> >         laskaya@darkwing.uoregon.edu
> >
>
 
Anne Laskaya
Dept of English
University of Oregon
laskaya@darkwing.uoregon.edu
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Tom Miller has touched on an important concern here, and it is every bit
as relevant for college WAC programs as for the high schools.  If WAC/WID
is ever to be more than an occasional opportunity to write to learn, or to
drill for skills, or to master prescriptive disciplinary conventions, we
must take a more rhetorical approach.
 
Clearly the obstacles are formidable.  It is easy and convenient to blame
our benighted colleagues in other disciplines who may not appreciate or be
aware of the rhetorical nature of work done in their own fields.
 
But perhaps the problems also lie closer to home.  Could it be that WAC's
inclination to accommodate disciplinary concepts of expertise and existing
curricular structures--an inclination that has allowed WAC to develop,
even prosper, over several "generations"--has also diminished its
rhetorical prospects.  [If anyone is interested, I explore this argument
in "The Prospects of Rhetoric in Writing across the Curriculum" in Theresa
Enos (ed.) _Making and Unmaking the Prospects for Rhetoric_ (Erlbaum,
1997).]   In any case, it is useful to ask what opportunities (and risks)
we might encounter as we seek a more rhetorical stance on WAC.
 
I wish I could attend the summer WPA conference in Tucson
(nonexistent travel funds and teaching conflicts make it impossible.)
The CFP lists "rhetoricizing WAC" as one of several strands, so I would
encourage those interested in the topic to explore the conference.
Tom--anything more on this WPA conference strand?
 
At CU-Boulder I have tried to rhetoricize our curriculum--esp. in
upper-division courses for engineering and business students.  But the
attempt carries political risks in that many faculty (and deans) prefer
that students be spoon-fed disciplinary conventions with little critical
or rhetorical awareness.
 
Tom, it sounds as if your highschool teachers were far more intellectually
curious and engaged than many our of our faculty here would be.  Political
and professional turf issues tend to get in the way.
 
Regards to all,
Rolf
 
 
Dr. Rolf Norgaard
University Writing Program
Campus Box 359
University of Colorado at Boulder
Boulder, CO 80309-0359
 
(303) 492-3605
FAX (303) 492-7877
E-mail: Rolf.Norgaard@Colorado.edu
 
 
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Thomas P Miller wrote:
 
> I taught a year-long seminar on rhetoric to high school teachers,
> including a speech and social science teacher, and the participants in the
> seminar went on to give faculty development presentations to their
> colleagues on how rhetorical analyses could be used to instill a
> critical awareness of disciplinary conventions and a civic awareness of
> public issues.  Rhetorical analysis is of course part of the AP exam that
> focuses on writing rather than lit, and we use it in our comp program to
> connect reading and writing.
>
> Rhetoric can strengthen a liberal arts conception of education at both the
> high school and college levels by moving wac beyond skills to ask
> questions about how disciplines connect with public issues.
>
> ----------------------
> Thomas P Miller
> tpm@U.Arizona.EDU
>
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Actually, Leon's suggestion of using the GRE to stimpulate a discssion of what
the goals of an English major are seems like a good one, even if (or maybe
especially if) they reject the GRE, as Bill suggests--as long as the faculty
have to explain why the GRE is not an adequate measure of what they are trying
to do. This entails explaining what they are trying to do, an exercise that
could be quite salutary for most English department. Interestingly enough, the
standard process of curriculum revision does not seem to force this question
as directly as a discussion of outcome measures would. It would be kind of fun
to watch some departments caught between "Here's a way to do outcomes
assessment without disturbing our druthers or increasing our work load" and
"How can a multiple choice test measure what our students learn from us?"
Followed later by, "Why do we require this test for admission to our Grad
program?"
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Rolf,
Are you suggesting that the rhetorical turn in WAC/WID is a turn toward
greater equity, or inclusiveness?  I mean, that's how I see it. Because it
seems to me that if a program wanst to belittle students' attempts at
learning the discourses that matter in their professions, they can either
a) reduce the rhetorical situation to a check list of "features" <or>
b) step outside the rhetorical context and do writing to learn activities.
 
The quesiton quickly becomes a matter of institutional priorities: what are
we supposed to be doing in WAC?  nurutring "general" education? or training
professionals?
 
--Dave Coogan
 
 
 Could it be that WAC's
>inclination to accommodate disciplinary concepts of expertise and existing
>curricular structures--an inclination that has allowed WAC to develop,
>even prosper, over several "generations"--has also diminished its
>rhetorical prospects.
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This seems like an important issue. I would be very grateful if someone
could provide the titles of works in which a rhetorical approach to
professional and disciplinary communication (aside from law) is most fully
elaborated--say, one which included something like field-constitutive
topics, stases, pathetic and ethical appeals, figures, maxims, paradigms,
etc. Any such treatment of disciplinary/professional communication which
also developed the connection between that communication and more public
discourse would be especially valued.
 
                                --Jim Crosswhite
 
 
 
>If WAC/WID
>is ever to be more than an occasional opportunity to write to learn, or to
>drill for skills, or to master prescriptive disciplinary conventions, we
>must take a more rhetorical approach.
>
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At its best, Dave, I would hope that WAC could do some of each, and work to
break down that dichotomy; the rhetorical turn should leave room for
students to transfer ideas about audience, ethos, and purpose from field to
field, as well as to understand the conventions, assumptions, and values of
particular discourse communities.
Linda Bergmann
 
At 03:46 PM 2/26/98 -0600, you wrote:
>Rolf,
>Are you suggesting that the rhetorical turn in WAC/WID is a turn toward
>greater equity, or inclusiveness?  I mean, that's how I see it. Because it
>seems to me that if a program wanst to belittle students' attempts at
>learning the discourses that matter in their professions, they can either
>a) reduce the rhetorical situation to a check list of "features" <or>
>b) step outside the rhetorical context and do writing to learn activities.
>
>The quesiton quickly becomes a matter of institutional priorities: what are
>we supposed to be doing in WAC?  nurutring "general" education? or training
>professionals?
>
>--Dave Coogan
>
>
> Could it be that WAC's
>>inclination to accommodate disciplinary concepts of expertise and existing
>>curricular structures--an inclination that has allowed WAC to develop,
>>even prosper, over several "generations"--has also diminished its
>>rhetorical prospects.
>
>
 
Linda S. Bergmann
Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
University of Missouri-Rolla
Rolla, MO  65409
 
(573) 341-4685
 
bergmann@umr.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 26 Feb 1998 15:42:30 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Norgaard Rolf <norgaard@SPOT.COLORADO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Using rhetoric to strengthen WAC
In-Reply-To:  <01IU1HILZ5KUA74DXV@minna.cns.iit.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Dave--
 
You are absolutely right.  The rhetorical turn in WAC/WID (...I'm not sure
we have turned the corner yet) is a way of empowering students and helping
them to reflect on the tacit rhetorical education involved in their
disciplinary  apprenticeship. I agree that the absence of a rhetorical
approach can indeed belittle students, in ways that you suggest.
 
Your last question cuts to the heart of the matter. Institutional
priorities can (and should) vary by context.  Yet need we have to chose
between "general" education and professional training?  It strikes me that
the distinct contribution that a rhetoricized WAC can make lies in
usefully blurring that binary.  A rhetorical approach to WAC can be both
general and professional.  As a generalized techne, rhetoric can
contribute (in very fundamental ways) to a liberal or general education.
But we can also contextualize that generalized techne in ways that
illuminate professional training in varied disocurse communities.  But at
least at CU-Boulder, institutional priorities are entrenched in ways that
make progress difficult.
 
Cheers,
Rolf
 
 
Dr. Rolf Norgaard
University Writing Program
Campus Box 359
University of Colorado at Boulder
Boulder, CO 80309-0359
 
(303) 492-3605
FAX (303) 492-7877
E-mail: Rolf.Norgaard@Colorado.edu
 
 
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Dave Coogan wrote:
 
> Rolf,
> Are you suggesting that the rhetorical turn in WAC/WID is a turn toward
> greater equity, or inclusiveness?  I mean, that's how I see it. Because it
> seems to me that if a program wanst to belittle students' attempts at
> learning the discourses that matter in their professions, they can either
> a) reduce the rhetorical situation to a check list of "features" <or>
> b) step outside the rhetorical context and do writing to learn activities.
>
> The quesiton quickly becomes a matter of institutional priorities: what are
> we supposed to be doing in WAC?  nurutring "general" education? or training
> professionals?
>
> --Dave Coogan
>
>
>  Could it be that WAC's
> >inclination to accommodate disciplinary concepts of expertise and existing
> >curricular structures--an inclination that has allowed WAC to develop,
> >even prosper, over several "generations"--has also diminished its
> >rhetorical prospects.
>
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David's response stirred some memories.  An English department I was
once associated with was required by their higher education coordinating
board to create an outcome measure for their undergraduate program.  In
the faculty meeting, one member suggested testing our seniors with the
GREs.  There was shocked silence, then the discussion carried on as if
the comment had never been made.  The faculty voted to make course
grades the outcome measure (I puzzled some people by calling the
decision "a crock").
 
A year or two later I showed the graduate studies committee the dismal
figures on how well the GRE predicted grades in graduate courses.  But
they continued to require the GREs for application and continued placing
the scores at the very top of the applicant's file.
 
What's good for the goose obviously is not good for the gander.
 
So I agree with David that discussing outcomes might be "an exercise
that could be quite salutary for most English departments," but largely
in that it would vent a certain amount of hypocrisy, mystification, and
bad faith--the venting of which always seems to make people feel better.
 
Rich
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Jim--
 
Good question.  Most of the work has (quite usefully) focused on case
studies involving specific rhetorical questions, features, or genres in
specific discourse communities or disciplines.  There is now a
substantial and growing body of work along the lines of McClosky's _The
Rhetoric of Economics_ or Greg Myer's _Writing Biology_.  As ambitious
as these works are, they are still not quite the "full elaboration" you
are looking for.  I, too, would welcome any titles.
 
An interesting question is why this research has had so little impact on
pedagogical tools used in undergraduate WAC classrooms, or on our
conceptions of WAC/WID programs.
 
A short, idiosyncratic list of articles that have worked exceptionally
well for me in undergraduate classrooms, esp. with juniors and seniors:
 
Jeanne Fahnestock, "Accommodating Science: The Rhetorical Life of
Scientific Fact" published in _Written Communication_ (late 80s, I
believe).  Juniors and seniors really enjoy analyzing rhetorical changes
as expert knowledge in their own field goes public in, for example, an
article in Newsweek.
 
James Boyd White, "The Invisible Discourse of the Law" in _Heracles' Bow_.
Helps students grasp unstated conventions and rhetorical moves in their
own field.
 
Dorothy Winsor, "The Construction of Knowledge in Organizations: Asking
the Right Questions about the Challenger" (Journal of Business and
Technical Communication).  Helps students to analyze what it means to
"know" and "pass on" information in an organization or disciplinary
community.
 
All three of these titles explore the connection between disciplinary
communication and more public discourse.
 
Any one care to add to this list?
 
Cheers,
Rolf
 
 
 
Dr. Rolf Norgaard
University Writing Program
Campus Box 359
University of Colorado at Boulder
Boulder, CO 80309-0359
 
(303) 492-3605
FAX (303) 492-7877
E-mail: Rolf.Norgaard@Colorado.edu
 
 
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Jim Crosswhite wrote:
 
> This seems like an important issue. I would be very grateful if someone
> could provide the titles of works in which a rhetorical approach to
> professional and disciplinary communication (aside from law) is most fully
> elaborated--say, one which included something like field-constitutive
> topics, stases, pathetic and ethical appeals, figures, maxims, paradigms,
> etc. Any such treatment of disciplinary/professional communication which
> also developed the connection between that communication and more public
> discourse would be especially valued.
>
>                                 --Jim Crosswhite
>
>
>
> >If WAC/WID
> >is ever to be more than an occasional opportunity to write to learn, or to
> >drill for skills, or to master prescriptive disciplinary conventions, we
> >must take a more rhetorical approach.
> >
>
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Linda and Rolf,
 
Of course, I agree that we should blur the boundaries between WAC and WID,
but if the institutional priority is for general education then we're
stuck--no matter what we say--in the lower-division courses, or stuck with
a hard-sell in upper-division courses, as Rolf was complaining about.
Blurring the boundary between WAC and WID, to me, means changing the
orientation of the writing program from "skills" to "rhetoric" or from
"pedagogy" to "research on writing in the disciplines." That means setting
up an administrative structure that FEATURES research, not so much a
clearinghouse of skills.
 
I hate to continue with the binary opposition, but it seems to me that
unless we engage our colleagues at the level of research, our hard-sell
will get even harder, or conversely, the pressure to do SOMETHING will make
it easier to go back to "writing process" or generic techniques that quite
conveniently and suspiciously transcend disciplinary contexts.
 
--Dave Coogan
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I'd like to thank everyone for their replies to my query about how long
they had been a WPA and what they thought the length of time ought to be
for someone to be a WPA.  Counting both the individual replies and the
replies to the list, 19 people responded in some fashion the the query.
The results listed are for people who have responsibility for the
Freshman English program, although the individual contexts of what that
means varies a great deal.  Time in the position varied from less than a
year to 13 years from the respondents.
Time as WPA        Number of respondents
less than a year        1
3 years                    2
4 years                    1
5 years                    3
6 years                    4
8 years                    1
10 years                   1
13 years                    2
 
Not many people answered the ideal, but the replies I got were longer
than 3 years, 4 years, 5 years, longer than 5 years, and 7-8 years.  I
assume that all of these "ideals" envision a competent person to replace
the current person.  And many people did not want to venture an ideal
because of local conditions, constraints.  Diane
 
Diane Dowdey                                eng_dxd@shsu.edu
Director of Freshman English            phone: 409-294-1438
Sam Houston State University            fax: 409-294-1408
Huntsville, TX  77341
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Rolf and others,
 
First, when we say "rhetorical," what exactly do we mean? Do we mean introducing
concepts such as author, audience, context, kairos--a move that I would argue
that most WAC programs encourage.  Or do we mean the more philosophical
rhetoric as a form of inquiry that has been pursued by folks like Herbert
Simons, Don McCloskey, Nelson, and Alan McCall in collections such as _The
Rhetoric of the Human Sciences_ or _Rhetoric in the Human Sciences_. In other
words, the approach taken at Iowa and Temple.
 
As I noted before, I think that most, if not all, WAC programs take the first
approach and have done so since the 1980s.  The second approach, on the other
hand, seems to be taken by vary few programs and scholars.  I would be
curious, though, in hearing if others are attempting the same discussions
about rhetorical inquiry that seems to have been done at Iowa.
 
Second, I just finished rereading Bruno Latour's chapter entitled "Literature"
in _Science in Action_.  Latour reminds us all that to become a successful
disciplinary practioner, one must become rhetorically adept, that is, to be
able to interpret and produce texts very rhetorically.  Arguably, these
practices are often tacit in the disciplines, though the disciplinary
practioners I have encountered seem to be very aware of this.
 
If there is a direction that WAC needs to go, I am not sure if it should be
the rhetorical approach that Kinneavy and others have argued for in the past.
This seems to already be an integral part of WAC programs. Rather, I would
argue that we must begin discussions of literacy practices, of how students
and practioners learn to ask the "right questions," interpret a source
"properly," produce a text (not only in terms of following genre conventions,
but in following larger literacy concerns of that particular discipline,
institution, etc. . . .).
 
I am enjoying this thread,
 
 
M. Todd Harper
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Does anyone know of any research on whether students who
surf the internet for sources write better research papers than
those who carry out traditional library-based research?
 
Thanks,
 
Theresa Conefrey
Ast Prof English
University of Hawaii at Hilo
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Michael T. Harper wrote:
 
> I am enjoying this thread,
>
 
I am enjoying this thread too. In our WAC training course, we use John
Bean's _Engaging Ideas: The Professor's Guide to Integrating Writing,
Critical Thinking, and active Learning in the Classroom_ (long title!)
(Jossey-Bass). I post that here because it seems to me a rhetorical
approach to WAC at its most practical level, supported by a cross-section
of theories from several disciplines about their own rhetorics. Somehow
John infuses what I perceive as Aristotelian rhetoric into his Guide in a
way that doesn't intimidate the faculty on our campus (so far--the book
is new [1996], as are the WAC tutors). He provides a common rhetorical
thread for all the disciplines.
 
Alison
 
--
Alison Warriner
Coordinator of Composition
California State University, Hayward
Hayward, California 94542
 
Phone: 510-885-3217
Home: 510-338-0331
Fax: 510-885-4797
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On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Theresa Conefrey wrote:
 
> Does anyone know of any research on whether students who
> surf the internet for sources write better research papers than
> those who carry out traditional library-based research?
 
I don't know if any such research exists (or could exist, by the way).
For better or worse, though, it seems nearly a moot point.  In 1994, few
of my students made use of the Internet resources we examined extensively
in our new networked classroom.  Last fall, it seems like over ninety
percent of their citations began "http://"--and we were working in a
conventional classroom. Game over.
 
I'd be interested to know how widespread this trend might be.  Who else
out there is now (suddenly) seeing Internet-dominated student
bibliographies?
 
- Todd Taylor
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I'm reminded here of one of Wayne Butler's famous bon mots.  When a very
haughty University of Michigan prof asked Wayne whether he could prove that
the students in his course, Writing the Information Superhighway, wrote
better essays, Wayne replied, "No, but they can write better hypertexts.
And they can write better e-mail."
 
As Todd points out, game over.
Bill
 
>On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Theresa Conefrey wrote:
>
>> Does anyone know of any research on whether students who
>> surf the internet for sources write better research papers than
>> those who carry out traditional library-based research?
>
>I don't know if any such research exists (or could exist, by the way).
>For better or worse, though, it seems nearly a moot point.  In 1994, few
>of my students made use of the Internet resources we examined extensively
>in our new networked classroom.  Last fall, it seems like over ninety
>percent of their citations began "http://"--and we were working in a
>conventional classroom. Game over.
>
>I'd be interested to know how widespread this trend might be.  Who else
>out there is now (suddenly) seeing Internet-dominated student
>bibliographies?
>
>- Todd Taylor
 
Bill Condon, Director
Washington State University Writing Programs
http://www.wsu.edu/~bcondon/
bcondon@wsu.edu
509-335-2268
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Dear WPAs,
A wise dean (yes, there are some!) once told me that in his view five years
was the optimum time to stay in a given job (at a given place).  This allows
time to learn the job, re-invent and alter the job, and get the new stuff into
place.  After that one gets too vested in the (nouveau) status quo.
I generally agree with that--although (of course) I am have held my current
job for ten years and am not about to give it up!  Lynn Bloom
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 Todd--
 
When I say rhetorical, I am referring to people like Latour, but also work
by Greg Meyers, David Russell, Dorothy Winsor, essays in the collection
_Nonacademic Writing: Social Theory and Technology_ (Laurence Erlbaum)--in
fact, I think of a lot of books and anthologies from Erlbaum).  And I think
about those general categories of audience, agent, context, and so on, but
only insofar as it engages the problem you identify below:
 
 
 Rather, I would
>argue that we must begin discussions of literacy practices, of how students
>and practioners learn to ask the "right questions," interpret a source
>"properly," produce a text (not only in terms of following genre conventions,
>but in following larger literacy concerns of that particular discipline,
>institution, etc. . . .).
>
 
Cheers,
 
Dave Coogan
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Alison,
 
I don't know John's book, but I'm wondering if you could paraphrase his
sense of a common rhetorical thread.
 
Dave Coogan
 
He provides a common rhetorical
>thread for all the disciplines.
>
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Hi Dave,
 
Thanks for the clarification.  I asked the question because I often get the
sense that when those of us within the field talk about "rhetoric," we often
mean very different things.  Because the call for more "rhetoric" within WAC
has been prominent--especially since Kinneavy, but even before him--, I would
like to see this term pinned down.  I think your sense of the term through
folks like Myers--and I would add Bazerman--and others is one that many of us
share.
 
Again, I would push for more discussions and research on literacy within the
disciplines.  I think that there has already been good work here through folks
like Cheryl Geisler and Paul Prior (though I am not sure that Prior would
consider his articles about literacy as much as about genre).  I would like to
see faculty discussing with their students how asking the "proper" (and I put
this word in quotations) research question affects not only the outcome of the
research but the student writing as well.  This is only one example, and I
think that there are even more dealing with how part of a student's
enculturation into a discipline is an enculturation into various and differing
literacy practices.
 
Anyway, I would like to hear what you and others say about this.
 
todd
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Well, Todd and Bill, I'd say the game is over when teachers let their
students think that all they need to know today can be found under the
rubric http:// on the Internet.  At that point, the game has been won by
intellectual laziness.
 
This is not to under-appreciate the mass of information that is
available online, and the ease with which it can be searched and
gathered.  Nor is it to close one's eyes to the future of the Internet.
It is just facing the reality that currently for most subjects the great
mass of information, some of it crucial, exists in print and not yet
online.
 
Case in point.  A current FY student of mine is researching abuses in
nursing homes.  Her first bibliography had all http:// entries.  I got
her onto Amazon.com and we scanned through the hundreds of book titles
that had "nursing homes" in their title.  This morning she is in the
library filling out interlibrary loan requests.  If she follows my
advice, she will also use the the Index for the Houston Chronicle, to
find recent cases that have made the newspapers, some locally.
 
Along with my students, I love the resources and facility of the
Internet.  But as Todd himself points out in his fine essay on
electronic publishing (in PUBLISHING IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION, SUNY
Press, 1997), our profession, along with most other professions, still
puts its best and most recent writing in print, not online (e.g., Todd's
essay itself).  We do our students a disservice if we don't show them
that.
 
Let students have their way and, with Internet capability, they will use
nothing but the Internet.  I guess in this I don't let them have their
way.
 
Rich Haswell
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With a few butterflies affecting my typing fingers, a "recently minted
PhD" is stepping in with a start on some of that research of literacy
practices within the disciplines.
        I started looking at "voice with authority" in student
papers--specifically psychology majors--from our Junior Portfolio texts
here at WSU.  My instructors from psychology and English both rated texts
on a "numerical" for voice and then underlined portions of the texts that
elicited a response of "voice."  My objective was parentheticals and
appositives (using some work by Palacas as my initial categories), but I
expanded my scope to look for those textual features (primarily based in
functional grammar principles) that combine evaluative stances with
propositional content.   What continues to interest me primarily is just
what this discussion is about:  if we take some of the observations about
the "rhetorics" of the disciplines (Halliday, Bazerman, MacDonald, Vande
Kopple), what are some of the choices the student writer "must" make in
order for the literacy practices to match the rhetorics. What does a
sentence that answers a "what do we know?" look like in comparison to the
sentence that completes the "wh-question" of "What do I think?"  And how
do these assumptions of textual knowledge and manipulation affect
assessment and teaching in the disciplines?
        My first "public" presentation of some of my study results will be
in Chicago in April.  And if you think I'm still a little vague about how
all this shakes out, consider that I've combined voice, assessment, and
appositives--all "fraught" terms.  It may take a few articles to sort it
all out.
 
 
Mada Morgan
Department of English, Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
(509) 335-3876
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Richard,
 
I agree wholeheartedly--our students need to realize that many documents
are not yet available using http:// protocols.  However, I think they
also need to be aware that many college and university library catalogs
are now accessible using http:// protocols, and may include searchable
databases with, perhaps, access to full-text--all from the comfort of
their computer.  In other words, they can use the WWW to access those
PRINT sources....  Or at least to locate them....
 
On Fri, 27 Feb 1998,
Richard Haswell wrote:
 
> Well, Todd and Bill, I'd say the game is over when teachers let their
> students think that all they need to know today can be found under the
> rubric http:// on the Internet.  At that point, the game has been won by
> intellectual laziness.
>
> This is not to under-appreciate the mass of information that is
> available online, and the ease with which it can be searched and
> gathered.  Nor is it to close one's eyes to the future of the Internet.
> It is just facing the reality that currently for most subjects the great
> mass of information, some of it crucial, exists in print and not yet
> online.
>
> Case in point.  A current FY student of mine is researching abuses in
> nursing homes.  Her first bibliography had all http:// entries.  I got
> her onto Amazon.com and we scanned through the hundreds of book titles
> that had "nursing homes" in their title.  This morning she is in the
> library filling out interlibrary loan requests.  If she follows my
> advice, she will also use the the Index for the Houston Chronicle, to
> find recent cases that have made the newspapers, some locally.
>
> Along with my students, I love the resources and facility of the
> Internet.  But as Todd himself points out in his fine essay on
> electronic publishing (in PUBLISHING IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION, SUNY
> Press, 1997), our profession, along with most other professions, still
> puts its best and most recent writing in print, not online (e.g., Todd's
> essay itself).  We do our students a disservice if we don't show them
> that.
>
> Let students have their way and, with Internet capability, they will use
> nothing but the Internet.  I guess in this I don't let them have their
> way.
>
> Rich Haswell
>
 
******************************************************************************
Janice R. Walker, Dept. of English         Email jwalker@chuma.cas.usf.edu
University of South Florida                (813) 974-2421
Tampa, FL  33620                           (813) 974-2270 (Fax)
            http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/janice.html
 "THE TROUBLE WITH THE RAT RACE IS THAT EVEN IF YOU WIN, YOU'RE STILL A RAT."
                                                --Lily Tomlin
******************************************************************************
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When I first came to John Carroll University in 1989, the GRE was still being
used as a comprehensive exam by the English Department.  We stopped using it a
year or two later for a number of reasons.  Most embarrassing--both for faculty
and students--was the fact that many, many students did very poorly on the
test.  (Of course, the GRE proposes to measure aptitude for graduate school,
not necessarily accomplishment in undergraduate studies, right?)  Then too, as
our department had been moving away from a more traditional, historically
oriented major, we suspected the GRE was not really measuring what we thought
we were teaching.
        We wanted to replace the comprehensive exam with a capstone seminar,
but so far have not mustered the resources to be able to do so.
 
David Klooster
John Carroll University
Cleveland, OH  44118
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On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, Richard Haswell wrote:
 
> Well, Todd and Bill, I'd say the game is over when teachers let their
> students think that all they need to know today can be found under the
> rubric http:// on the Internet.  At that point, the game has been won by
> intellectual laziness.
 
Yes.  Urging students to use sources effectively, online or not, is a game
that will never conclude. And sloppy reliance on Internet resources
(almost) exclusively is a huge problem with which we all must now
struggle--a problem so significant that most every WPA probably needs to
address it at the curricular level (and soon). Note how the first
generation of Internet-based textbooks (such as Condon and Butler's and
Rodrigues's) emphasizes *evaluation* of resources.
 
However, I question whether we can now speak accurately in terms of two
distinct genres: "internet research" and "traditional library-based
research." That game is over.
 
- Todd Taylor
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Rolf has asked why these rhetorical methods haven't really entered
pedagogy, and I guess, we could look at the "Winds of Change" and wonder
why they seem to be suffering a reverse......
 
The issue is not logic, nor is it "proof," but emotion..these decisions
must draw on the emotional IQ of the people who decide these questions,
and that is where the energy for the political and personal comes from.
There are too many folks in power who are afraid to let go of the way
things have been done in order to choose a better way--especially in the
shadow of the current national politic, one of fear and going back to the
good old days.
 
In fact, I would argue that there are too many of US who suffer the same
fear, and acquiesce because we too cannot let go.  We have examples in
front of us as we work, wherever we work.
 
Let go and let God, for me becomes let go and let the process take over.
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
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Regarding the below:  I'm on a list from my daughter's graduate school
group.  She's currently getting a degree in Library and Information
Sciences, and from what I understand from the listserv, there's been a
growing move to remove the word "Library" from the Library and Information
Sciences field (not necessarily at her school, but in IS circles
generally).  I gather that many librarians, possibly of a certain age, but
if my daughter is any indication young 'uns too, are very unhappy about
such a change, thinking that libraries and books and non-cyber print
matter.  This thread seems to tie in to that idea.  I tend to agree with
the librarians--What do you all think?
 
 
        Case in point.  A current FY student of mine is researching abuses in
nursing homes.  Her first bibliography had all http:// entries.  I got
her onto Amazon.com and we scanned through the hundreds of book titles
that had "nursing homes" in their title.  This morning she is in the
library filling out interlibrary loan requests.  If she follows my
advice, she will also use the the Index for the Houston Chronicle, to
find recent cases that have made the newspapers, some locally.
        Along with my students, I love the resources and facility of the
Internet.  But as Todd himself points out in his fine essay on
electronic publishing (in PUBLISHING IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION, SUNY
Press, 1997), our profession, along with most other professions, still
puts its best and most recent writing in print, not online (e.g., Todd's
essay itself).  We do our students a disservice if we don't show them
that.
        Let students have their way and, with Internet capability, they will use
nothing but the Internet.  I guess in this I don't let them have their
way.
 
Rich Haswell
 
 
Theresa Ammirati
Connecticut College
New London, CT
tpamm@conncoll.edu
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At 04:38 PM 2/26/98 -0700, you wrote:
I, too, would welcome any titles.
 
>> >If WAC/WID
>> >is ever to be more than an occasional opportunity to write to learn, or to
>> >drill for skills, or to master prescriptive disciplinary conventions, we
>> >must take a more rhetorical approach.
>> >
>>
>
Although it's been a while since I've read it, an essay by my colleague,
Elizabeth Ervin, addressed this concern in the fall 1993 _Rhetoric Review_:
"Interdisciplinarity or 'An Elaborate Edifice Built on Sand'?  Rethinking
Rhetoric's Place."  (I think she was studying with Tom Miller at the time.)
 
Don Bushman
UNC-Wilmington
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 27 Feb 1998 11:07:18 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David J. Coogan" <coogan@CHARLIE.CNS.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Using rhetoric to strengthen WAC
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.95.980227075509.3930B-100000@unicorn.it.wsu.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, Morgan wrote:
 
>  And how
> do these assumptions of textual knowledge and manipulation affect
> assessment and teaching in the disciplines?
 
Mada --  Maybe you meant it as a rhetorical question :-) but it seems
to me something we ought to respond to: if we want to assess for the ways
in which students become knowledge brokers (if I can say it that way) than
we need to be prepared to look hard at the limitations of many rhetorical
contexts in school.  I believe you were making the distinction between
what students know and what they think. Is this the distinction between
disciplinary knowledge and extra-disciplinary knowledge?
 
Dave
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Hey there all--
 
In my classes, my students have to write a few critical analyses
of webpages that they are interested in using for their research
papers.
 
Interestingly, after these analyses, most students, on there own
initiative, search for new webpages, and easily half of the students
start to look for information in print media.
 
I think that the game is "over" when my students are more interested
in finding reliable information and interesting perspectives, no matter
what the source for such, and this attitude is the general result of
what happens in my classroom.
 
Anyhow, by making this a "game," and a competitive one, we end up creating
a needless, binary opposition between digital and print sources.
 
 
Deb Combs
 
Dr. Debra Combs
Southern Methodist University
dcombs@post.cis.smu.edu
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Dave, could you elaborate a bit more on the research you are proposing?
 
Linda
 
At 05:53 PM 2/26/98 -0600, you wrote:
>Linda and Rolf,
>
>Of course, I agree that we should blur the boundaries between WAC and WID,
>but if the institutional priority is for general education then we're
>stuck--no matter what we say--in the lower-division courses, or stuck with
>a hard-sell in upper-division courses, as Rolf was complaining about.
>Blurring the boundary between WAC and WID, to me, means changing the
>orientation of the writing program from "skills" to "rhetoric" or from
>"pedagogy" to "research on writing in the disciplines." That means setting
>up an administrative structure that FEATURES research, not so much a
>clearinghouse of skills.
>
>I hate to continue with the binary opposition, but it seems to me that
>unless we engage our colleagues at the level of research, our hard-sell
>will get even harder, or conversely, the pressure to do SOMETHING will make
>it easier to go back to "writing process" or generic techniques that quite
>conveniently and suspiciously transcend disciplinary contexts.
>
>--Dave Coogan
>
>
 
Linda S. Bergmann
Associate Professor of English and Director of Writing Across the Curriculum
University of Missouri-Rolla
Rolla, MO  65409
 
(573) 341-4685
 
bergmann@umr.edu
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Web use in research really depends, it seems to me, on the "level" of research
one is engaged in. For example, I have almost ceased to use my encyclopaedias
which have been sitting on the shelf and aging for a few years now. When I am
looking for "first level" information, Alta Vista and I go tearing around the
web looking for the web equivalent of an encyclopaedia entry. But once we move
beyond that level, web research starts to get a little dicey. There certainly
is plenty of stuff beyond that level, but it's hard to understand how much of
the picture we're seeing. There was a time when, if I wanted to get caughtup
on Boswell or even try to find everything that was ever written about him, I
had a research strategy which gave me a lot of confidence that my search would
be, for all practical purposes, "exhaustive." I could estimate how much stuff
there was, and I knew where this or that article fit in the universe of
Boswell information. I knew there were a few fugitive pieces, too. I can do
research on Boswell on the web, but I have to know the Boswell universe pretty
well in order to know where I am. If I used the web only, right now, I'd be in
the same position as the undergrad who finds source on Boswell by picking
things randomly off the self in the library--almost totally random research.
The moral of the story is that we have to help our students learn how to
understand information. The free market of information is both exciting and
enormously problematic.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Rich writes:
 
>Along with my students, I love the resources and facility of the
>Internet.  But as Todd himself points out in his fine essay on
>electronic publishing (in PUBLISHING IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION, SUNY
>Press, 1997), our profession, along with most other professions, still
>puts its best and most recent writing in print, not online (e.g., Todd's
>essay itself).  We do our students a disservice if we don't show them
>that.
>
>Let students have their way and, with Internet capability, they will use
>nothing but the Internet.  I guess in this I don't let them have their
>way.
 
Rich reminds us, appropriately, that the game is not over in the larger
sense.  The change *is* taking place, but that change is not yet finished.
A possible analogy:
 
newspapers:radio:TV::print:internet:???
 
To my mind, the Web--which is how most folks know the internet--is radio.
What comes next--and we don't even know what that'll be yet--is the place
that will be able to challenge the libraries and publishing houses.
Bill
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David--
        I agree that one issue is the "foregrounding" of the different
rhetorics in assessment.   Actually, the stances
that I refer to as a "we know" versus an "I think" is a way for me to
differentiate between the disciplinary preferences of psychology and
English, as I found them on a campus where the psychology department is
heavily invested in APA style.  In other words, even the student choices
between what is disciplinary and extra-disciplinary knowledge becomes
complicated when he/she writes in a Psych 312 Methodologies course and
when he/she writes an analysis of Heathcliff's "dilemma."  How clear are
we in articulating this to the student learner?
 
Mada Morgan
Department of English, Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-5020
(509) 335-3876
 
On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, David J. Coogan wrote:
 
> On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, Morgan wrote:
>
> >  And how
> > do these assumptions of textual knowledge and manipulation affect
> > assessment and teaching in the disciplines?
>
> Mada --  Maybe you meant it as a rhetorical question :-) but it seems
> to me something we ought to respond to: if we want to assess for the ways
> in which students become knowledge brokers (if I can say it that way) than
> we need to be prepared to look hard at the limitations of many rhetorical
> contexts in school.  I believe you were making the distinction between
> what students know and what they think. Is this the distinction between
> disciplinary knowledge and extra-disciplinary knowledge?
>
> Dave
>
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Theresa, my colleague here at Emporia State University, Cynthia Akers,
and I are working on an article that outlines what we did to solve just this
problem.  Cynthia is our electronic resources librarian and we have
worked together to help students better understand the research
process as a whole, especially the internet.
 
She has developed a series of integrated courses for our composition
students that really makes plain to them the unfiltered nature of the
internet as a whole.  Basically, each composition instructor spends an
hour or so of class time each semester in the library's electronic
classroom.  There students get instruction in how to access the internet
and other electronic databases, as well as how to assess individual
websites.  She, and the other library instructors, actually do a portion of
the work traditionally done by composition instructors.  (And, frankly, do
it better.)
 
As composition director, I worked closely with Cynthia to personalize the
content of the class to ensure our program's goals were met.  The
results have been marvelous!  Students report having a much easier time
doing research; we have certainly seen an improvement in the quality of
student papers.
 
If you haven't already become acquainted with your reference librarians,
it's worth a trip to see what they can do for you.
 
Cheers!
 
Rachelle M. Smith
Director of Composition
Emporia State University
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Hasn't Susan Peck MacDonald done some cool stuff on disciplinary rhetoric,
where rhetoric is a route into disciplinary conceptualization? I remember one
rather sly piece on "problem defintion" in different disciplines that was
quite good. And I think Rich Enos did a nice piece on the Watson-Crick article
announcing the double helix model--noting its rather interesting departures
from the rehtorical norms of the discipline.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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Mada,
 
I'd say the picture is not at all clear for many students.  I know because
I work in a writing center where they often construe problems like the one
you're describing as a problem in grammar or "style."
 
Dave
 
In other words, even the student choices
>between what is disciplinary and extra-disciplinary knowledge becomes
>complicated when he/she writes in a Psych 312 Methodologies course and
>when he/she writes an analysis of Heathcliff's "dilemma."  How clear are
>we in articulating this to the student learner?
>
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>Dave, could you elaborate a bit more on the research you are proposing?
>
>Linda
>
 
Well, Linda, I'd like to but . . . (quick, find an excuse to stall, brain!)
I keep going back to that article in CCC by Jones and Comprone about the
future of WAC, where they talk about the need to set up an administrative
structure that is not affiliated with a single department.  The idea is
that "writing" takes on a new meaning when it is severed from the English
department, or general education programs.  I'm interested in finding out
what those alternative meanings might be.  So, as it happens to be for me,
when I was asked to "help out" in engineering courses, I read Winsor,
Geisler, and others who had engaged a similar set of circumstances. This
influenced the way I did things like workshops or tutor training. The next
step, I think, would be for us to somehow make that research accessible to
our colleagues in descriptive, but not prescriptive ways.  From there,
perhaps, a collaborative research project might emerge about writing in the
disciplines.  But without the separate, administrative structure, I don't
know . . .
 
Perhaps somebody from ASU could speak to this?  One of the above-mentioned
authors is at one of the ASU campuses, but I don't remember which author or
which campus.
 
Dave Coogan
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We tried this, oh a couple of decades ago, but it became a major disaster
for all kinds of reasons.  It's another case of using a test designed for
one purpose for a quite different purpose; always a bad idea.  --Ed White
 
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> In a casual conversation with a colleague (who is about 40 or so) she
> mentioned that her undergraduate school required all graduating seniors to
> take the GRE general exam and subject matter exam and to achieve certain
> scores in order to graduate. I found that very interesting. The conversation
> included a bunch of people, but I think she went to Indiana University of
> Pennsylvania. Does IUP still do this? Does anyone?
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
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I am finding this thread both enjoyable and productive.
 
Todd Harper and Dave Coogan have asked useful questions about definition,
so let me take a stab at it.
 
On the one hand we have what we might call an instrumental rhetoric. And
this is where I would place rather general rhetorical concepts of the sort
that Todd Harper mentioned--audience, context, kairos.  These are the sort
of rhetorical tools that a variety of disciplines use, and that are
emplyed by informed WAC programs. (Todd, I must confess that I am not
quite as confident as you are that most if not all WAC programs have
embraced even this dimension of rhetoric.  I've seen too many of my own
inexperienced instructors fall back on prescriptive convention.  I won't
even mention what happens in a writing intensive course in the disciplines
taught by an "unproductive" professor dragooned by his or her unit into
teaching writing.)
 
On the other hand we have what we might call "constitutive rhetoric" (to
borrow James Boyd White's term).  Here, the particular use of rhetoric
in context-specific literacy activities constitutes (to some degree) the
discourse community and the nature of the discipline.  In this instance,
rhetoric is a route to what David Schwalm referred to as "disciplinary
conceptualization."  When Jim Crosswhite asked for titles, I believe he
had in mind work on the topics, stases, and appeals that are in some sense
"field-contitutive", to use his term.
 
Although this second sort of rhetoric can indeed be a more philosophic
rhetoric of inquiry, with a very scholarly and research focus, what
prompts me to be interested in this second rhetoric *in the context of
undergraduate WAC/WID* is the role it plays in a student's apprenticeship
in a discipline.  That apprenticeship, the enculturation in a discipline,
is a tacit rhetorical education. To my mind, an important opportunity of
WAC/WID is to help make that tacit rhetorical education more explicit.
[Here, work on disciplinary literacies of the sort mentioned by Todd
Harper and Mada Morgan (and carried out, for example, by Cheryl Geisler)
is quite relevant.]
 
And so, I am interested in helping students not only understand and use
general rhetorical concepts in an instrumental way, but also to help them
reflect on their constitutive function.  Indeed, I have found it hard
to talk about an instrumental use of rhetoric in a disciplinary context
without broaching the ways in which that context or field is itself
shaped or constituted to some degree by rhetoric.  My own teaching
experience tells me that the two rhetorics I've outlined depend on each
other, are complicit in each other in some fundamental way.  They are
not ends of a spectrum or discrete levels, nor can they be linked with
"general" education and "professional training" without misrepresenting
what is admittedly a complex and dynamic relationship.
 
Sorry for what has become an overly long post.  Thanks to all who have
contributed to this lively thread.
 
Cheers,
Rolf
 
 
 
Dr. Rolf Norgaard
University Writing Program
Campus Box 359
University of Colorado at Boulder
Boulder, CO 80309-0359
 
(303) 492-3605
FAX (303) 492-7877
E-mail: Rolf.Norgaard@Colorado.edu
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Regarding Theresa's query about removing "library" from "Library and
Information Sciences," I'd side, I'm afraid, against the librarians.  For
me, the term "library" still conjures up a building full of books--even
though I telnet in to the catalogs nearly every day.  "Information
specialist" might sound a little bit too techie than "librarian," but I
think it'd be nice to come up with a new term that reminds us that
"libarians" are now print and electronic information resource specialists.
Hmmm:  "Remember, if you have questions, you can always ask the PEIRS."
Nope, not a good term either.
 
Any suggestions for new words (or re-viewed words) that suggest a
combination of archived print and non-print information storage,
organization, and recovery systems?
 
Kurt Bouman
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Both Comprone and Jones are at ASU West, as was I. Jones was hired to run the
writing center and to promote writing across the curriculum. He was not
affiliated with a department. He was part of an academic unit that I ran as
Vice Provost. It was called, interestingly enough, the Division of
Collaborative Programs and housed an assortment of faculty and programs that
had institutional responsibilities rather than traditional disciplinary
agendas. For example, there was another faculty member who was responsible for
helping students and faculty across campus with qualitiative and quantitative
research designs and for running the statistics center. Robert Jones developed
the ASU West writing center and traning and mentored the peer tutors. But an
equally important role was his work with faculty across the curriculum to find
strategies appropriate to various disciplines for integrating writing into
their courses. It was very important to his effectiveness that he not be
affiliated with a particular department. Business faculty don't like going to
the English department for help, but Jones is a free agent. Jones has been
remarkably effective, both because of the way he was positioned in the
institution and because of the special skills he brought to the
job--specifically a strong knowledge of rhetoric, a growing understanding of
rhetoric in the disciplines, and a willingness to listen carefully to the
faculty with whom he was working. The Division of Collaborative Programs was a
wonderful space.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, Richard Haswell wrote:
->Press, 1997), our profession, along with most other professions, still
->puts its best and most recent writing in print, not online (e.g., Todd's
->essay itself).
 
I reckon we could have a nice debate about whether our profession puts its
best writing in print (have you looked at Kairos lately, Rich?
http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/), but I think I can safely dispute the
second assertion. Our profession's most recent writing is happening right
here, right now. Whatever print's value as a publication medium, it ain't
built for speed and it's *always* behind the net.
 
--Eric Crump
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On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, Eric Crump wrote:
>  . . . Our profession's most recent writing is happening right
>here, right now. Whatever print's value as a publication medium, it ain't
>built for speed and it's *always* behind the net.
 
Dear Eric and Colleagues,
 
Your comments are very true.  Alas, however, only print publications count
for tenure and promotion.  My administrators and my faculty peers sneer at
the hours of work I put into teaching computer-mediated courses and working
with students on-line.  And the material I "publish" on the net counts
against me in their eyes.  Thank God I got tenure before I became obsessed
with the net and its unique power to make students independent learners and
writers.
 
Fondly,
 
Karen
 
Prof. Karen L. Greenberg
Department of English
Hunter College, CUNY
Phone:  (212) 772-5175
Fax:    (516) 766-3805
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On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, Karen L. Greenberg wrote:
->Your comments are very true.  Alas, however, only print publications count
->for tenure and promotion.
 
Yeah, it's true. But is tenure and promotion *why* we write?
 
-> My administrators and my faculty peers sneer...
 
I'm sorry to hear you have to put up with that. I always try to feel some
pity for those who sneer. They're probably feeling threatened.
 
--Eric Crump
 
(Is tenure and promotion why we write???????)
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Dave Barber, University of Idaho's Director of Graduate Studies in the
Department of English, recently sent me U of I's policy (and history)
regarding GRE tests as an entrance requirement.  He gave me permission to
post it to the list; here it is.
 
Kurt Bouman
 
 
 
 
        UI has no policy on GRE's; it's left up to individual departments or
programs within departments.  In 1992, as I recall, the English graduate
faculty decided to require the GRE general test, which had never been done
before.  Applications for admission plummeted, and when I came (back) into
the directorship, the first thing I did was get rid of the requirement.
The rationale has to do with the nature and reliability of the test.  But
also we don't think we are the kind of high-powered program that can
justifiably require applicants to go through the trouble and expense of the
test. And we never did use it in a precise way.  So now we recommend it in
particular for students with borderline records; and we recommend the GRE
subject test for those with minimal backgrounds in literature.
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Rolf,
 
I like the focus on constitutive rhetoric.  Makes sense.  Because that's
what we want, isn't it?  Some way of focusing on the process of making
knowledge.  Another element here is what Geisler (in her book) calls the
dual problem spaces of domain content and rhetorical process.  The element
that you and I want to highlight is the one that is usually hidden from
students, the rhetorical process by which knowledge is made.  To me, the
challenge is to find some way to understand the different methodologies and
assumptions that our colleagues bring to bear on the phenomena or books
that they study in their fields.  If we can create the kinds of writing
programs that do justice to those methodologies, than we're moving in the
right direction. Obviously, the challenge here is to keep the research
going throughout the life of the program--not to stop once you've "done" a
class in history, or math. The other challenge is in the radically local
nature of knowledge: we can't just assume that one course will engage the
same rhetorical processes as another course, even if it is in the same
discipline. Herrington's 1985 study on chemical engineering classes
illustrates the point.
 
Boy, what a mess!
 
--Dave Coogan
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Thanks for this little tidbit of history, David.
 
--Dave Coogan
 
>Both Comprone and Jones are at ASU West, as was I. Jones was hired to run the
>writing center and to promote writing across the curriculum. He was not
>affiliated with a department. He was part of an academic unit that I ran as
>Vice Provost. It was called, interestingly enough, the Division of
>Collaborative Programs and housed an assortment of faculty and programs that
>had institutional responsibilities rather than traditional disciplinary
>agendas. For example, there was another faculty member who was responsible for
>helping students and faculty across campus with qualitiative and quantitative
>research designs and for running the statistics center. Robert Jones developed
>the ASU West writing center and traning and mentored the peer tutors. But an
>equally important role was his work with faculty across the curriculum to find
>strategies appropriate to various disciplines for integrating writing into
>their courses. It was very important to his effectiveness that he not be
>affiliated with a particular department. Business faculty don't like going to
>the English department for help, but Jones is a free agent. Jones has been
>remarkably effective, both because of the way he was positioned in the
>institution and because of the special skills he brought to the
>job--specifically a strong knowledge of rhetoric, a growing understanding of
>rhetoric in the disciplines, and a willingness to listen carefully to the
>faculty with whom he was working. The Division of Collaborative Programs was a
>wonderful space.
>
>-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
>___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
>___6001 South Power Road
>___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
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On sources and evaluating them:
 
Go to Nicole Auer's
 Bibliography on Evaluating Internet Resources
        URL: http://refserver.lib.vt.edu/libinst/critTHINK.HTM
 
This lists three categories of resources: web-based guides and papers;
print sources; and email lists.
 
I've annotated the web based stuff and have it stored in a text file; if
any one wants to see that, email at either address in my sig file and I'll
send you the file.  It's in plain text so will work in any email program.
 
It's big, so I won't send it to the list.
 
What I will append is a list of advice and points I use as talking points
with my students.  The URL for it is attached; if it's useful, and you
wnat some variant of it for your own pages, go to the url, show source and
take it in coded form.  Feel free to ammend it at will to fit your local
place and conditions and text books and so on.
 
 
Nick Carbone, Writing Instructor
Marlboro College
Marlboro, VT 05344
nickc@marlboro.edu, but coming to you via nickc@english.umass.edu
 
 
     _________________________________________________________________
 
   The URL for this page is
   http://www.marlboro.edu/~nickc/research/tipfile.html
     _________________________________________________________________
 
                  Tips for Working with Internet Sources.
 
                              by Nick Carbone
 
     * Begin at Home. The best advice on using the Internet for research
       came from Sally Andrews, Marlboro's former librarian. Start in
       house with a search of [1]Rice Library's Online Catalogue and
       Recommended Sources. Move from sources we have on our shelves to
       the Internet. Often students will search the Internet for
       information that is already in the library. Every academic year,
       faculty members request the newest books in their fields, helping
       the library stay up to date on a good many subjects.
 
     * Evaluate Every Source You Use. Don't fall into the trap of
       treating sources as authorities whose utterances are self-evident.
       In pre-computer days students used to write papers on legalizing
       marijuana and use as a source High Times Magazine or brochures set
       out by the local campus chapter of the Coalition for the
       Legalization of All Marijuana (CLAM). Other students have written
       papers on subjects using books that were simply wrong-headed. No
       source -- print, televised, digital, Internet-based -- should be
       trusted completely. Question Authority. Do it intelligently, with
       respect, and with an eye toward what others say. Complicate your
       search by finding sources which offer differing perspectives and
       arguments.
 
     * Use Sources For What They are Good For. You can use any source if
       you use it wisely; for example, a site sponsored by Skin Heads
       would not be the place to go for a biological opinion on race, but
       it would be a good site to use for an essay or hypertext on the
       language of hate. To avoid using sources poorly, find a reason for
       writing that goes beyond merely fulfilling an assignment. Try to
       write with a real audience in mind, not just one your teacher asks
       you to imagine. Find a purpose for speaking to them, find
       something to say that will be new for them (even if it is old hat
       to some other group).
 
     * Beware of Advertorials. So much on the Internet is now sponsored
       by different commercial ventures. Corporations, often with good
       intentions (see IBM's [2]Reinventing Education, for example),
       sometimes sponsor web sites on topics of the day. IBM's site
       places a strong emphasis on technology. No surprise for a computer
       company, eh? But their self-interest does not necessarily mean
       their arguments are wrong or right. You need to judge the value of
       any information in the context of the larger debate into which it
       fits. For more details on evaluating web sites, go to Mary Been's
       annotated list of guides to evaluating sources at
       [3]http://www.marlboro.edu/~nickc/research/evallist.html.
 
     * When you do Download, Avoid File Clutter. Within the folder or
       directory or disk that holds the essay or hypertext being written,
       create a separate folder or directory for downloaded files.
       Download files directly into that folder. If you are going to be
       downloading large amounts, you might want to create folders within
       the designated download folder. You can sort these by date, by
       author, by web site/url, by search engine used, by database used.
       Whatever method you choose, use it consistently.
 
     * Get the Details First. Before you download a file or web page make
       sure you first download and save, or record in a log book, website
       information, including the file's full URL, the URL for the file's
       parent home site. Often this can be found by choosing (in
       Netscape) View, then Document Info. Sometimes you come to a file
       from another link. For example you might link directly to an
       article in [4]The Atlantic Monthly. Look for a home button within
       the file or use the file's URL
       (http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/97sep/century.htm) to find the
       home source.
 
     * Working the URL. You can work your way 'back up' a URL (which you
       may need to do if there is no home button) by re-entering it
       without one slash's worth of information until you reach the home
       site. For example:
          + (http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/97sep/) takes you to the
            online page for the Sept. 1997 issue, print edition;
          + (http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/) takes you no where, it
            is not a page, but a directory you cannot directly access;
          + and (http://www.theatlantic.com/) takes you to the homepage
            for the [5]The Atlantic Unbound, the name of their website.
            The site includes the print edition for each month as well as
            extra news and features.
       Each URL is slightly different and brings you different
       information.
 
     * Keep Track of Frames. If you work with a site that uses frames,
       you need to learn how to find the URL to the file you are viewing
       within a particular frame. It will not be the URL given in the URL
       window of your browser. Click on the frame you want to be
       active--the one with the file you want--and in Netscape choose
       View from the menu, then Frame Info.
 
     * Keep the URL Details in the File. For each file you view on the
       web, your browser can reveal file information that includes the
       file's name, url, location, and size. To find this in Netscape, go
       to View in the menu and choose Document Info. First save the
       document info on your disk in a file, then insert the document
       info file --all of it-- into the very document that it pertains
       to, either at its beginning or end. When you save the document
       info, give it a name that resembles, but does not duplicate, the
       name you gave the downloaded file. For example, if you named a
       file cat.doc, then call its document info catinfo.doc. Find a
       naming system that works for you and that is consistent.
 
     * Use Multiple Bookmark Files. Netscape allows you to create more
       than one bookmark file; it also allows you to save that file on a
       disk. This is important to keep in mind if you rely on lab
       computers; you can put your bookmarks on your disk. This keeps the
       bookmarks on public copies of Netscape from getting too long; it
       keeps your preferred sites in one place; and you do not have to
       worry about someone deleting your bookmark.
 
     * Save an Original. Keep at least one copy of a file in its original
       format. For example, often texts will be saved as ASCII files,
       with hard returns. Sometimes you'll want to remove those returns
       for working with the file. Make a copy of the file (save file.txt
       as file2.txt, for example). This way, if there is any question
       about content or changes to the file after you have downloaded it,
       you can refer to it in its original format for verification. Keep
       all copyright notices in the file, many include information on how
       you may use a file, on whether you may give copies of it to
       others.
 
     * Cut and Paste with Care. When you decide to use some portion of a
       downloaded file in your own essay or hypertext, use a different
       and readily distinguishable font from that used in your own
       writing (to give you a visual reminder). Also write the citation
       particulars -- author's name, full URL -- in parenthesis
       immediately after the paste. This way you have two cues that the
       text is pasted in, saving you from accidentally merging it into
       your work without citation. You can regularize the font and
       citation particulars as a final proofreading step.
 
     * Learn How to Summarize and Abstract. Don't quote excessively,
       especially if your essay or hypertext will be published on the
       web. Over quoting, even if properly cited, may not be plagiarism,
       but it may be a copyright violation. Since you are working with a
       web source, quote judiciously (300 words or less for a book length
       piece; 150 words or less for article length pieces), and then use
       a hypertext link to take your reader to the full source.
       Paraphrasing and summarizing will serve you well. Abstracting, the
       ability to write a summary of a piece's salient arguments and
       features, is a valuable skill for creating annotated works cited
       pages. You should consider doing this for papers given to faculty
       members who may not know the topic you are covering or the
       Internet sources you are using.
 
     * Learn to Request Copyright Permission. If you feel you need to use
       an excerpt which exceeds fair use, do not risk copyright
       violation; get permission from the copyright holder. Since you are
       a student, and since you aren't selling your essay or hypertext
       (and therefore won't be benefiting financially), many copyright
       holders will give you permission to excerpt or copy longer pieces.
       Don't be surprised, however, if you are denied permission to quote
       the entire set of lyrics to a song. Music and music related
       copyrights are among the most jealously guarded. As a general
       rule, not a hard fact, the more commercial your sources, the
       trickier copyright is to come by.
 
     * Trust in your Abilities. Have confidence in your own writing and
       thinking. Don't be tempted to plagiarize intentionally. It's not
       worth it. If you're under deadline pressure, or need to write a
       certain way, or cover a certain topic, and if you don't care
       enough to do it on your own, or on your own terms, talk to your
       teacher. Don't try to bluff or defraud, the consequences are too
       great.
         _____________________________________________________________
 
                      [ [6]Back to Writing Homepage ]
                       [ [7]Research Tutorial Page ]
         _____________________________________________________________
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We should use this to remember not to sneer in a decade or two when
candidates for tenure and promotion lack hypertexts! Will
 
On Sat, 28 Feb 1998, Eric Crump wrote:
 
> On Fri, 27 Feb 1998, Karen L. Greenberg wrote:
> ->Your comments are very true.  Alas, however, only print publications count
> ->for tenure and promotion.
>
> Yeah, it's true. But is tenure and promotion *why* we write?
>
> -> My administrators and my faculty peers sneer...
>
> I'm sorry to hear you have to put up with that. I always try to feel some
> pity for those who sneer. They're probably feeling threatened.
>
> --Eric Crump
>
> (Is tenure and promotion why we write???????)
>
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Dear David,
 
As an undergraduate at John Carroll University, I recall having to take
some kind of standardized test other than the GRE.  I vaguely remember it
being called a URE (Undergraduate Record Exam).  However, this was over
twenty years ago, and I just cannot recall the details of the exam's name
and source.  I just remember that it was required.
 
Vince Casaregola
Saint Louis University
 
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> In a casual conversation with a colleague (who is about 40 or so) she
> mentioned that her undergraduate school required all graduating seniors to
> take the GRE general exam and subject matter exam and to achieve certain
> scores in order to graduate. I found that very interesting. The conversation
> included a bunch of people, but I think she went to Indiana University of
> Pennsylvania. Does IUP still do this? Does anyone?
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
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Dear Rolf, Davide, et al,
 
I, too, am finding this a useful thread.  There is, however, another issue
that should be addressed.  We keep examining WAC/WID as if the desired
outcome is to make people expert in the discourses of their disciplines.
However, as one who has worked in technical/professional workplaces as a
writer and editor, I have found that the specific disciplinary discourses
of academic communities are neither respected nor valued that well in the
workplace.  New graduates have to learn to communicate all over again in a
variety of contexts--business and economic contexts, marketing contexts,
and managerial contexts which include the supervision of and instruction
of non-technical employees.  Here, despite enfrachisement in disciplinary
discourse, many new members of the community feel at a complete loss (that
includes those with advanced degrees).  In fact, sometimes the most
promising "academic" experts fail in these settings because they are so
committed to limited patterns of discourse and have little or no
experience transcending disciplinary boundaries.  Most work in these
settings, most reports and documents, come out of multi-disciplinary teams
which are often working for clients who represent none of the disciplines
involved (if the clients had the expertise in hourse, they would not have
hired our firm).  The discourse processes become highly complicated, but
they are focused on specifically economic outcomes.
 
What I am getting at is the need to see beyond the walls of the university
if we are to understand the genuine goals of WAC/WID.  Beyond the
university, there really aren't any curricula or disciplines, only
organizations and professions, and these are structured differently from
universities' departments and disciplines.
 
This is not even approaching the larger issue of educating individuals who
have specific expertise but who can bring that expertise into an effective
dialogue with a wide range of social, cultural, and political communities.
That is an additional goal for writing instruction.  Our problem is that
we get into a loop that suggests our whole world begins and ends with the
structure of the university, its disciplines, and its departments.  That
is simply not the case.  Academic discourses, for most students, are
merely  local, limited, and short-term means to advancement and
credentials that will allow them to participate in a much wider range of
discourses in the workplace.  That doesn't mean we should be unconcerned
with disciplinary discourses, merely that we should place them in broader
social, cultural, and economic contexts.  Again, I say this from my direct
experience as both a tech. writer and a consultant, as well as from
personal contact with a number of technical-field professionals outside of
academe.
 
All the best,
 
Vincent Casaregola
Saint Louis University
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 28 Feb 1998 16:26:28 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Karen Vaught-Alexander <karenva@UP.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WPA Term Limits
In-Reply-To:  <34F61891.C2968CC9@shsu.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
Carol Hartzog's 1989 study of WPAs indicated something like a 7 year
average. I am in my eighth year and feel like it is one or two years too
long. For those of us in small programs like mine (I WPA everything from
freshman to ESL to the WAC program to the WID capstones to the freshman
seminars to the WAC-based WC), the workload is intensive (I get one course
reduction per year and mainly teach writing courses). I have no one in the
department to rotate the position with; even my taking a sabbatical is
tenuous because of this situation.
 
I would say a rotating 5 year appointment with another colleague with an
appropriate degree would be optimuum. I want to go to a workshop that
someone else facilitates or orchestrates. I am sure that UP faculty would
like a new face too. Even in small departments like mine (5 full-time
English faculty), rotation should be an option for the well being of the
programs and the WPA.
 
Instead I will no doubt be worked until I fall over or leave. I have heard
this same story so many times. We need to get the idea of a rotation of
WPA positions into job descriptions and department priorities--or watch
WPAs, especially those who now work solo, face personal and professional
burn-out.
 
Karen Vaught-Alexander
University of Portland
 
On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, Diane Dowdey wrote:
 
> I'd like to thank everyone for their replies to my query about how long
> they had been a WPA and what they thought the length of time ought to be
> for someone to be a WPA.  Counting both the individual replies and the
> replies to the list, 19 people responded in some fashion the the query.
> The results listed are for people who have responsibility for the
> Freshman English program, although the individual contexts of what that
> means varies a great deal.  Time in the position varied from less than a
> year to 13 years from the respondents.
> Time as WPA        Number of respondents
> less than a year        1
> 3 years                    2
> 4 years                    1
> 5 years                    3
> 6 years                    4
> 8 years                    1
> 10 years                   1
> 13 years                    2
>
> Not many people answered the ideal, but the replies I got were longer
> than 3 years, 4 years, 5 years, longer than 5 years, and 7-8 years.  I
> assume that all of these "ideals" envision a competent person to replace
> the current person.  And many people did not want to venture an ideal
> because of local conditions, constraints.  Diane
>
> Diane Dowdey                                eng_dxd@shsu.edu
> Director of Freshman English            phone: 409-294-1438
> Sam Houston State University            fax: 409-294-1408
> Huntsville, TX  77341
>
 
Karen Vaught-Alexander, Ph.D.
karenva@up.edu
University of Portland (OR)
******************************
Because we have forgotten our kinship
with the land,. . . our kinship with each
other has become pale.
--from Refuge, Terry Tempest Williams
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I'll confirm Vince's experience.  When I graduated from Bethany College in
1974, all of us English majors had to take the URE.  In May of that year,
I took the URE one Saturday, the GRE the following Saturday, and the
National Teacher's Exam (NTE) the Saturday after that.  What a cheery
month.
 
David Jolliffe
DePaul, Chicago
 
On Sat, 28 Feb 1998, Vincent Casaregola wrote:
 
> Dear David,
>
> As an undergraduate at John Carroll University, I recall having to take
> some kind of standardized test other than the GRE.  I vaguely remember it
> being called a URE (Undergraduate Record Exam).  However, this was over
> twenty years ago, and I just cannot recall the details of the exam's name
> and source.  I just remember that it was required.
>
> Vince Casaregola
> Saint Louis University
>
> On Thu, 26 Feb 1998, David E. Schwalm wrote:
>
> > In a casual conversation with a colleague (who is about 40 or so) she
> > mentioned that her undergraduate school required all graduating seniors to
> > take the GRE general exam and subject matter exam and to achieve certain
> > scores in order to graduate. I found that very interesting. The conversation
> > included a bunch of people, but I think she went to Indiana University of
> > Pennsylvania. Does IUP still do this? Does anyone?
> >
> > -- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost and Dean of East College
> > ___ASU East--A New University for a New Century
> > ___6001 South Power Road
> > ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
> >
>
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David:
 
I have no problem with credits from other colleges, taken while one is a
student at that college.  My problem is with satisfying a college requirement
when one isn't in college.  I think that demeans what we do.  I am, though,
speaking from an institution which has only one required semester of
writing--so to excuse students from that is to say that they have satisfied a
college requirement before they were even in college.  I do think it sends a
bit of a message that the teaching of writing in college is remedial.  A
writing course is not about acquiring information of some kind; it's about
developing the ability to compose within a certain context and at a certain
developmental level.
 
I do hope we can continue to make this argument even though we may have to
make other accommodations.
 
Pat Belanoff
